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PREFACE. 

In completmg a Third volume of the "Females' 
Advocate/' the conductors desire gratefully to 
acknowledge the truly acceptable encouragement 
which they have received from the Public in their 
interesting labors, and also the kind assistance ren- 
dered by various correspondents and friends. 

The great desire of the Editors has been to ren- 
der the ' Advocate ' a work of practical utility, and 
that they have not been altogether unsuccessful in 
this object, the records of the Society with which 
it is more immediately connected, as well as the 
existence and prosperity of other benevolent Institu- 
tions, satisfEU^orily prove. 

In the coming year it is proposed to reduce the 

size of the Advocate to 12 pages, and to limit its 

price to One Penny. By this arrangement it is 

hoped that its circulation will be extended; and, 

masmuch as its pages will in future be more espe- 

dally devoted to the advocacy of the claims of the 

ignorant, the neglected, and the oppressed female, 

it is hoped that its usefulness also will be greatly 

increased. And that this may be the happy result, 

the continued prayers, and active exertions of all 

the friends of the "London Female Mission," are 

earnestly requested. 

a2 
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THE FEMALES' ADVOCATE. 



TO CARE FOR THE WIDOW AND FATHERLESS THE 

DUTY AND PRIVILEGE OF CHRISTIANS. 
To prescribe laws for the government of the whole 
intelligent universe, is the prerogative of Deity. His 
will is absolute in heaven ; and the performance of 
his high behests constitutes the supreme felicity of 
all its happy inhabitants. He also rules with infinite 
moral energy in this lower world. All moral laws for 
the government of rational beings are from him. 
Whatever is essential to social enjoyment, and har- 
moniously to sustain all the ramifications of social 
economy, is heavenly in its origin, and effective for 
those important objects. The great Author of our 
being is not only the source of every thing es- 
sential to the well-being of nations and individuals, 
hut he imparts to man every virtuous and benevolent 
principle. He has so constituted the nature of 
things, that a strict adherence to his will infallibly 
produces enjoyment. In the display of pure love and 
charity to each other, and the various benevolent 
emotions of the human breast, there is a dignity be- 
tokening their source. It is, however, only with a 
soul endued with Christian principles that bene- 
volence of the first order is displayed. Subordinate 
acts of charity may be manifested, and have been ex- 
hibited, in nations without the hght of Christiapity. 
Vol. III. B 
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2 THE WIDOW AND FATHERLESS. 

But under the rays of heavenly light every dark 
place is sought out and illuminated ; and all the 
complicated woes of humanit}- are mitigated and re- 
moved by the heavenly principles of Christian cha- 
rity and love. Nor does the devout soul ask, " Who 
is my neighbour ; " but with a dignity becoming her 
heavenly origin she searches out the sons of want, and 
distributes her blessings according to the existence 
of distress and' suffering. 

What are the tender mercies of any people where 
the gospel has not shed her genial influence ? The 
very converse of those which have a tendency to 
sooth, to comfort, or to induce peace and happiness. 
Note them : — Widows have been immolated on the 
funeral pile, or sacrificed at the shrine of Moloch ; 
children cast into the Nile, or offered in sacrifice un- 
der the Car of Juggernaut ; the sick, the infirm, the 
poor, like Lazarus at the gate, disdained by the rich, 
abandoned by relatives, and doomed by an unfeeling 
public, to pine away and die ! 

But revelation unfolds the principles of universal 
benevolence, and inculcates their practice. Indeed,, 
a penalty invariably follows a departure from her 
rules. Pure spontaneous compassion for suffer- 
ing humanity is acceptable to God, and will, if per- 
formed from love to him, be rewarded with his 
future smiles and favours. " Inasmuch as ye did 
it to one of the least of these my brethren, ye 
did it unto me ;" and such shall '* go away into life 
eternal." 
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THB WIDOW AND FATHBRLB88. 3 

But some have a peculiar claim on the care and 
]»x)tectioa of the disciples of the blessed Saviour. 
While all are embraced as objects of s)niipathy and 
love, yet» " the widow and the fatherless most power- 
fully call for Christian aid." The grand criterion of 
the possession and enjoyment of *' pure religion '' is 
that of " visiting the fatherless and widows in their 
^iiction." To neglect them would betray the want 
of vital godliness* To sustain- and comfort them 
is to manifest the life of that divine principle which 
God will deign to regard with approbation. Besides, 
there is in the manifestation of this benevolence an 
inexpressible pleasure, which attests its heavenly 
origin. God requires this manifestation at our hands, 
^-a primary principle of duty— to "judge the father- 
less, and to plead for the widow." 

On us. as Christians, is this serious, solemn, and 
weighty charge ; and let it be estimated as an exalted 
pripileye, and under the feeling of devout gratitude 
to the blessed Saviour who *' suffered for us men and 
fear our salvation," let the heart spontaneously act in 
prompting benevolent donations to relieve and sus- 
tain those who have lost their earthly protectors. 
Cases frequently occur which irresistibly open all the 
springs of benevolent emotions. A ready response to 
such cases, and proportioned to urgent claims, be- 
tokens the grateful feelings of all those to whom 
God has exhibited his sovereign love. 

Let then every disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ 
shew an example of benevolence worthy of imitation. 
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4 THE WIDOW AND FATHERLESS. 

Though the husband and parent may have departed, 
yet let not the widow and the fatherless children 
mourn the loss of sympathy and care. As the 
hearts of the widow and the fatherless bleed when 
earthly ties are severed, then embrace the op- 
portunity of pouring balm into the tronbled breasts, 
and of causing " the widow's heart to sing for joy." 

Let there be a thoughtful anticipation 4>f the 
widow's claims, particularly those who are united to 
the Lord and to us in the bond of Christian union. 
Numerous are the claims on Christian charity and 
lore of those whose partners in life have devoted 
their energies to the service of the Lord. Without 
the means of providing for their wives and children, 
many have laboured with unparalleled success in 
establishing societies of Christian benevolence in 
order that all grades of society might enjoy the un- 
searchable riches of Christ. That the famflies of 
such men should be provided for, is unquestionable. 
It would be a reflection on the character of a religious 
community to say to such, *' Be ye warmed, and be 
ye clothed, and contribute not the things which are 
needful." When the head of a household is taken 
from active labour in the cause of his Lord and 
Master to enjoy eternal rest ; then the church in her 
paternal care should lake the oflfspring, and nurse 
them for God. This requires but little effort ; and 
the nobleness of the object would invite universal 
support. What the church has hitherto omitted, 
private benevolence has partially accomplished; yet 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



FACTS AND HINTS FOR MOTHERS MBBTINGS. 5 

the work is incomplete, and special appeals are ad- 
dressed to raise the means of providing for cases as 
they occur. In most instances the appeals are re- 
sponded to, but these would be superfluous, if the 
church would awaken her slumbering energies, and 
legislate for herself in so momentous a matter. 

W. L. 



PACTS AND HINTS FOR MOTHERS' MEETINGS. 
No. 1. 

Thb Rev* Robert Hall was spending an evening at 
the house of a friend, when a lady who was there on 
a visit retired, that her little girl, of four years old, 
might go to bed. She returned in about half-an- 
hour, and said to « lady near her, ** She is gone to 
sleep. I put on my nightcap, and lay down by her, 
and she soon dropped off." Mr. Hall, who over- 
heard this, said, " Excuse me, madam ; do you wish 
your child to grow up a liar }" " Oh dear, no sir ; 
I should be shocked at such a thing*" '* Then bear 
with me while I say, you must never act a lie before 
her. Children are very great observers, and soon 
learn that whatever assumes to be something which it 
is not, must be a lie, whether spoken or acted.'* This 
was said with a kindness that precluded offence, yet 
with a seriousness which could not be forgotten. 



THE VISIT. 



It was a very lovely morning, and the sun had risen 
on the earth with his usual benignity, making all 
things fresh and gay. It brought to my recollection 
what one of our poets has elegantly observed. 
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THB VISIT. 



• " Sweet is the breath of mdrn, 



Her riBing sweet, wiUi cbanns of earliest birde.*' 

The morning was lovely to view; but it did 
not immediately strike me, tibat to 9iany a sick and 
sorrowful eye, the gladdening rays of the sun bad 
1.. '■ their brightness. 

The mind of one at ease is unconscious of the 
:'anmberless head-aches and heart-aches with which 
the world is teeming, morning by morning ! How 
little do we reflect on the misery of others, when our 
own situation is prosperous ! Would it not be pro- 
fitable at all seasons; and especially in the happiest — 
to call to mind the numberless sorrows which are 
at that moment endured throughout the earth? 
Would it not tend to heighten our mercies and to 
induce a proper apprehension of their distinguishing 
nature, in the recollection .of the wants of others ? 
And, above all, might not our ungrateful hearts, in 
the consciousness of such distinguishing blessings, be 
sometimes compelled to look beyond second causes, 
and find a double relish in every enjoyment, from 
tracing a first, gracious, and kind hand, as the sove- 
reign disposer of all. 

I was ruminating on subjects of this nature, induced 
by the loveliness of the morning, when a poor woman, 
in deep distress (as if in confirmation of ray morning 
thoughts), knocked at my door, with great impatience 
and importunity. Her business was urgent indeed; 
for she came on an errand of mercy. There needed 
no apology for the abruptness of her visit : though, 
upon her entrance (for she waited not the Ceremony 
of introduction) I was at a loss to conceive, for a 
while, the occasion of it. 

As soon as she found utterance (for grief had 
choked the powers of speech some little space), her ' 
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THB VISIT. 7 

tale of woe Bot only explained the canse of her vifiit, 
but compelled my iedmgs to take interest in her 
story. 

She was a poor defenceless widow, the mother of 
an only daughter. Her child had been seduced fiom 
her, even before she had the apprehension of any 
danger ; and, for fifteen months, she had not only lost 
her, but, notwithstanding all the vigilance of the 
most anxious inquiry, she had never been able to 
trace her steps, so as to discover her abode among 
any of the haunts of sin and wretchedness. This 
morning, it seems, in which she knocked at my door, 
a letter sent from the poor deluded creature herself, 
gave the first information where she was ; and the 
remainder of the sorrowful epistle consisted not much 
unlike the prophet's roll, of lamentation^ and moum» 
ing, and woe f 

The distracted mother put tiie letter into my hand; 
and, as if I had at once been perfectly apprized of 
the whole contents, cried out, as she gave it me, 
" And will you not take my poor ruined child from 
her horrible sitoadon ?" 

There is a certain persuasive eloquence in the mien 
of misery which infinitely outruns all the powers of 
language, and seems as if it needed not the aid of 
words to plead its cause. He who gave this natural 
eloquence well knew the frame of ^e human heart, 
which he had formed to feel its power; he well 
knew alsq how it should operate ; and made effec- 
tual provision that it should not operate in vain. I 
know not how to describe it ; neither, indeed, is it 
necessary. No heart of sensibility will require any 
other glossary, than what passeth within. This alone 
will fully explain, 

I am mure and more convinced, every day I live, 
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8 THB VISIT. 

that, among the felicities of heaven, this intuitive 
communication from spirit to spirit, will form a part ; 
and, perhaps, supersede, in some measure, the neces- 
sity of language. And if, in the present unripe state 
of being, we possess a faculty of conveying our 
thoughts and wishes one to another, witiiout the 
help of speech, what may not be expected of enjoy- 
ment in this particular, when our intellectual powers 
shall have attained a maturity of perfection ! 

" I wDl instantly go with you," said I to the weep- 
ing mother : we will fetch home the wretched wanderer. 
You shall take her again to your arms, and she shall 
lie in your bosom, and be unto you still a daughter ; 
and, under the blessing of God reforming her heart, 
and correcting her from the error of her ways, like 
another prodigal child, spoken of elsewhere, you sha}l 
say of ter, as that parent is described to have said 
concerning his, " For this my child was dead, and is 
alive again ; was lost, and is found." T felt a warmth 
of S3anpathy as I spoke. Indeed, indeed. I recol- 
lected at the moment, what is said of Thee, thou 
loveliest and brightest of all patterns of mercy! 
Yes, blessed Jesus ! 1 called to mind thine unequalled 
grace, when thou camest from thine home in heaven, 
to seek our poor nature lost here upon earth ! And 
thine own gracious words crossed my memory in the 
view : " Thus saith the Lord God, Behold I, even I, 
will both search my sheep and seek them out. And 
1 will deliver them out of all places whitLer they have 
been scattered in the cloudy and dark day. I will 
seek that which was lost, and bring again that which 
was driven away ; and will bind up that which was 
broken, and will strengthen that which was sick !" 
Precious Lord ! what an endearment doth such a 
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THB VISIT, 9 

view of thy mercy to our poor nature give, to add to 
all the other features of thy lovely character ! 

I shall not offend. I hope, (should these lines, 
perchance, fall under the eye of some parent, or 
mother, or mistress of a family) ia venturing to re- 
mark, how very different, in numho-less instances, is 
our conduct from that of the blessed Jesus. Do we 
not, sometimes, by unkind and rigorous treatment, aid 
the temptation which is perpetusdly in exercise upon 
the virtue of our female children and servants? 
Have not many been prompted to listen to the artful 
insinuations of young men, the more readily, to get 
free from the shackles of too severe a government? 
And in cases where poor females have made a false 
step, have not many rash and unforgiving parents 
and masters prevented a return, by shutting the door 
against them when they would have returned ? as if, 
by that one act, which an artless unsuspecting young 
creature hath been betrayed into ; and, perhaps, after 
the long deep-laid schemes of an unprincipled villain, 
she were no longer meriting shelter or protection ? 
What resemblance is here to Jesus ? He came in 
quest of wanderers, strangers, and enemies to him 
by wicked works ! And we shut our door to our 
own offspring, when seeking forgiveness! What a 
mercy is it to our whole nature, that when it was 
•universally found wandering from God, it was not 
left and turned out to perish for ever ! What a 
mercy was it to my poor soul, that be who when I 
sought him not, yet sought me, and not only gave 
the opportunity of returning, but inclined my heart 
to return, by overcoming the enmity of my na- 
ture ! And what a mercy dt is to every poor lamb 
of his fold, that he will »ot leave it a prey to the 
•destroyer^ but will seek it out, and bring it hom^ 

A 2 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



10 TO feRlTAtJJ* 

in his atms, though left more than half dead by the 
great enemy of souls ! 

Let parents, and masters, and mistresses, bear 
with me, while I add, that to all who are entrusted 
with the spiritual guardianship of the young females 
of their families, it becomes a very solemn subject of 
inquiry, whether many are not drawn into prostitu* 
tion from such causes, which might, by a contrary 
treatment, have been recovered from the first 
evil of seduction. And however faulty, in the first 
instance, the young woman herself may have been, 
y^t, in the case where no pains afterwards are 
taken for her recovery, and, still worse than this, 
where her return is forbidden, when she would have 
returned, and the. home where she might have found 
shelter for repentance is shut against her, surely it 
must strike every thinking mind, that, besides the 
unnatural cruelty of the act, there is moreover at* 
tached to it an awful responsibility. And will 
not every renewed transgression of the poor ex- 
cluded female fall at the parent's or the master's 
door, with all the train of involved consequences 
which follow, in the everlasting ruin of both soul 
and body. 

(To be coniiniiied.) 



TO BRITAIN. 1840. 

BY THE AUTHOR OP " FUTURITY." 

Therr is an Isle, a lovdy Isle, 

Tlie richest gem of ocean's breast, 
That still regards with tender smile, 

Her weaker sister of the West. 
And still from her abundant stores, 

With bounteous hand her want suppli^s> 
And ne'er to her less favoured shores, 

Her Christian sympathy denies. 
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TAB T500D ^AJKSK. 11 

"Tis not her glory that enthroned 

Th' unrivalM Empress of the deep^ 
Her mild benignant sway is own'd^ 

Where'er her conquering Navies sweep, 
^at 'tis her highest, dearest boast. 

All that her Christian sons would claim. 
To waft to earth's remotest co^t 

Salvation in BmmanuePs name. 

«It is her Christian daughter's aim, 

To seek the sheep that go astray, 
The victims of reproach and -shame. 

And lead them to the better way. 
To dry the tears that hopeless flow. 

The shield of mercy to extend. 
To raise the fallen child of woe^ 

And lead her to the sinner's friend. 

-And shall not such, a blessing bring 

On all beneath their fostering care ? 
^hall not their great ascended King 

For such, a guilty nation spare. 
Oh yes ! fie calls them from above. 

To occupy till he appear. 
He bids their Missionary love, 

Glow brighter with the opening year. 



THE GOOD MJJtSE. 



![Thb following note relates to-a servant received by the writer 

from the Probationary House -of the Ix)ndon Female Mis- 

•sion.] 

Mr Dbar Mrs.Pii^»MjITOn, 

It has been my wish long ere <this to hai^e spared 
Mary Anne to jcbH and see you; but illness has pre- 
vented me; and with difl&cuky I write these few lines; 
hut thought it would give you pleasure to hear that 
Mary Anne gives mudk satbfaction, and I thank the 
Almighty for having inclined your heart to select me 
«o kind and attentive a nurae. Her health, poor girl, 
appears the only obstacle, ^he suffers much head- 
Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ache at times ; but having been long in the school of 
affliction, I have learnt to feel for another, and Mr. 

B has kindly permitted me to engage a girl to 

assist her until I atn able to do so myself. 

I must conclude with the sincere hope that success 
may continue to attend the labours of your dear 
partner, and that your faith may remain unshaken to 
the end. 

Yours affectionately, 

C— E.— B.— 



LESSONS FROM THE BOOK OF NATURE. 

THB CLOSING YEAR. 

One wreath to deck thy faded brow, 

One strain to bid thee sad farewell, 
Ere yet the midnight chiming slow, 

Shall sound, Old Year, thy parting knell -, 
And sorrowing, breathless, we await 

The bell that shall announce thy fate ; 
For in thy grave, young hope must lie> 

And pleasure's shade shall haunt thy bier. 
And many a fitful phantasy 

In shadowy form shall hover near. 

Thy early bloom was eariy past, 

Spring's flowers all too quickly iTaded, 
And summer's roses did not last 

E'en till her suimy hours were shaded ; 
And autumn's glowing foliage fell 

Beneath the sudden tempest's swell ; 
Thus hope and joy from mortals flew. 

O'er brightest days some storm would sweep-*^ 
But memory ever fond and true 

Shall o'er the past her vi^s keep. 

M. S. Unes. 

The melancholy aspect of nature may well give a 
sombre cdouring to our reflections, even were there 
no recollections to tinge them with a sad hue. Who 
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THB CLOSING TEIAR. 33 

can sutvey the present desolate scene without par- 
taking in a degree of the gloom that pervades it ? 
And who can remember the hopes with which the 
early year was greeted, without sorrowing for the 
light that has fallen upon some, and the destruction 
that has happened to others ? Periods and seasons 
are undoubtedly beneficial to us when we use them 
aright. Hius the present, which so naturally attunes 
the spirit to melancholy, and induces a review of the 
lost hopes of the year, should also lead us to en- 
quire for consolation under disappointment, and lead 
us to those better hopes, which no earthly changes 
can effect, but which bud and blossom here, and 
bear sure fruit in heaven. But we fiioum not alone 
over hope deferred or banished. Where are the 
friends, who with Us welcomed the commencement 
of the year, and with whom we fondly trusted to 
have trodden its round? Death, separation, and 
estrangement, have removed some from our sight, 
and others to walk at a distance from us. This is a 
painful subject, yet to the mourner we would say, 
*' There is a friend that sticketh closer than a bro- 
ther;" and remind him of the precious promise of 
God to his people, " I will lead them in paths that 
they have not known; i will make darkness light 
before them, and crooked things strught. These 
things will I do unto them and not forsake them." 
Where are the resolutions for good, the aspirations 
after high things with which we began the year? 
The first vanished as the morning dew when the 
heat of t^siptation assailed us; and as the snow 
wreath melted at the first glance of spring, the latter 
disappeaivd when the world smiled upon ns. 

What then has survived the year, on which we 
may reflect without sorrow or dismay? What a- 
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14 HINl^ FOR REVLECTIOK^ 

mount of gratitude have its blessings inspired? 
What of benefit have its trials produced? What 
has been our spiritual growth ? What has been 
done in our Master's service ? And what from love 
to our brethren? Let each narrowly search his 
•conscience for the Answers! and then let our re- 
solves for &ture amendment and good be made, not 
in our own, •strength, or they will assuredly fail, for 
there is no sure foundation for them but the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and if we invoke the Holy Spirit's aid 
to enable us to build on hun, then we shall find that 
" we can do mSJL things through Christ who strenth- 
<^neth us." 

A New Year opens to our view. — Let us> with the 
gloom of the passing year, " cast away the works of 
darkness," and " put on the armour of light;" then, 
as it unfolds its roll of promised gifts, whether they 
be for temporal good or evil, we shall not only resist 
the allurements of prosperity and sustain the weight 
of adversity, but shall even be prepared for the spi- 
ritual conflict, which, if we live through it, we shall 
assuredly have to endure t L. N. 



HINTS FOR REFLECTION. 

Humility seeks neither the first place nor the last 
word. 

There is no danger of economy degenerating into 
covetousness, when what is saved from our needless 
gratification is devoted to the real wants of others. 

A reUgious education is the richest gift that a parent 
can bestow on a child. The want of it can never be 
made up by any wealth which it may be in his 
power to leave him^ 

The flower of youth never appears more beautifnl 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ON tHE DEAtH OlF MR. NASMITH. 15 

Ihan when it bends towards the Sun of Righteous- 

Oh ! happiness, how far we flee 

Thine own sweet paths in search of thee ! 



ON THE DEATH OF MR. NASMITH.* 
"the righteous hath hope In death." 
His labour is ended, 

His trials are o'er — 
His spirit, ascended. 

Has reach 'd the blest shore ! 
There Jesus, his Saviour, 

The welcome has giv'n — 
** Come, faithful behever, 

Inherit my heav'n !" 
The soldier, victorious, 

Enjoys his reward*^-- 
A crown, O how glorious 1 

The gift of his Lord. 
Around him advancing— 

The fruit of his zeal, 
His gladness enhancing. 

Comes many a seal. 
All merit disowning-— 

He praises the Lamb ; 
Whose blood, once atoning, 

Has ran3om'd from shame^ 
With wonder adoring. 

He falls at his feet, 
Hlft beauties exploring— 

His conquest complete. 
Triumphant Immanuel, 

Our captain and guide, 
Thy sorrowing Israel 

Behold — and provide. 
And, since our dear brother 

Is summoned above, 
Send, send u& another 

As flaming With love ! B.C. 

* lie Was Tbfom in Glasgow, March 21 st, 1799; departed 
this life at Guildford, Surry, Nov. 17th, — interred in BunhfU 
Fields' Bttrial Ground, Nov. 36th» 1839. 
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16 
THE DISTANCE BETWEEN EARTH ANB HEAVEN, 

Your beloved is in the upper part of the presence- 
chamber. You are, for a while, in the lower. But 
the distance is imaginary. You are both still look- 
ing at one and the same object. You by faith ; he in 
open vision. Christ is the meeting-point. And 
even the difference of deriving happiness from the 
well-spring of life will be but of short duration. 
You are on the threshold of glory, as u believer in 
Jesus; whereas your beloved has stepped over it. 
All that is between you is the narrow threshold of a 
few years or days. The partition is so thin, that the 
sound of your beloved's vwce may, by faith, be 
heard, Mid you join in his notes of praise. His 
notes and yours harmonize ; and Jesus is the object 
of celebration in botli. Biddulfh. 



" A TIME TO LAUGH, AND A TIME TO WEEP." 

(A Letter to an absent daughter, by the Rev. J. WilliamSy 
of Kiddermimter , 

My Dear 

I doubt not these lines find you in the enjoyment 
of many good friends, who are making yon as wel- 
come as your heart can desire, or theirs contrive r 
nor do I doubt you are making yourself as agreeable 
to them as you can, by theicheerfalness of your tem- 
per and couiteousness of behaviour, as well as readi- 
ness to serve them on all proper occasions. I need 
not tell you how much cheerfulness, joined with 
humility, adorns -and recommends ; how much pre- 
ferable it is to notsy mirth, which does not seem too 
well to suit with our -condition as rational beings or 
as Christians, as sinners, or as probationers for an 
eternal state. Not that we either should or can 
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maintain at all times, a strict uniformity of temper : 
No ! There is a time to weep and a time to laugh : 
which denote those extremes in our temper that are 
equally distant from the medium of cheerfulness. 
When we visit a friend, on whom tiie hand of God 
lies heavy, no doubt it becomes us to give a patient 
and solemn hearing to his complaints, and to weep 
with them that weep ; but much more it is our wis- 
dom and duty to humble ourselves before God, and 
to give way to all the emotions of grief and Godly 
sorrow, when in our religious retirements we reflect 
on our original depravity and actual sinfulness, or on 
^y sensible tokens of the IHvine displeasure that 
we lie under, whether through some external afflic- 
tion, or through the hiding of his fiace, and the with- 
drawment of his quickening influences from our 
souls. On the other hand, we may be innocently 
merry on many occasions, particularly when God has 
favoured us or our friends with extraordinary deliver- 
ances, or instances of prosperity. Certainly it 
becomes us on such occasions to " rejoice with them 
that do rejoice." We may also innocently laugh 
over a merry story, if it be pure of guilt, at a smart 
repartee, or at any lively turn of wit ; though here, 
old Herbert's is a very good rule — 

^ Laugh not too much : the witty man laughs least. 

For wit is news only to ignorance, 
Less at thine own things laugh, lest in the jest 
Thy person thou and the conceit advance.'* 

But we should never laugh at indelicacy : if any per- 
son should be so rude as to introduce any thing c^ 
that kind into ccxiversation, whether directly by im- 
pure words, or more remotely by ccHTupt meanings, 
couched under words in themselves unblamable. 
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we must never allow a smUe to escdpe us; the 
speaker should feel rebukBd, Ephesiaris v. 3, 4. 
The more you see of the world the more may you be 
convinced of the vanity and unsatisfactoriness of all 
its enjoyments, and be quickened to make sure of 
that which alone can yield solid and durable happi- 
ness, and die more may you see and admire the 
various footsteps of the great Creator shining in his 
works, as well of nature as of providence. Where- 
ever you may be, may you still be minding the "one 
thing needful," and evidencing your choice of the good 
part which will pr6cur€ happiness to yourself, and 

very much contribute to the joys of. My dear > 

Your verv affectionate Parent, 

J, W. 



Cavvti^anystme IBepi(rtinent« 

AN APPEAL TO CHRISTIAN LADIES. 

Christian Friend, 

Do you know of any unhappy young person who 
has wandered into the ways of evil by listening to 
the voice of the evil seducer ? Perhaps you do know 
of such a one, who, forgetting the law of God, has 
tried to find her happiness in the ways of the 
seducer. Oh ! if you do, let a friend beseech you to 
regard her with the deepest pity and tenderest sym- 
pathy, and hasten to her rescue, for **One sinner de- 
^troyeth much good." She wiU not remain alone in 
her iniquity; no! she will prove the seducer of 
others, and increase the tide of public immorality 
and misery. Do not say I am but one, and can do 
but little to stem the torrent of vices like these which 
are among " the great sins of our land/' IVue, 
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CkristiaB friend, you may be able to do but little, yet 
that little it may please the Lord to bless, and greatly 
to " increase the fruits of your righteousness," and 
thereby bless the town, or the city where you dwell ; 
for while it is written as an appalling fact, that " one 
sinner destroyeth much good;" that "no one liveth 
to himself;" and that ** a sinner cannot perish alone 
in his iniquity;" it is alike true that no Christian can 
live to himself ; but that the converted, restored, and 
reclaimed sinner wiQ do good in the world, and the 
world will be the better for the influence of every 
poor sinner converted from the error of his ways." 
May this thought greatly encourage you, my Christian 
friend, to make some effort for the salvation of those 
poor women who though they are now the curse of 
society, would, if converted, become blessings in the 
land. Yes, through the riches of abounding grace 
and mercy there are many living monuments of this 
truth. TTiere are many who, like the poor woman re* 
stored by the Saviour, having ** had much forgiven, 
loves also much." And in these cases it is seen "that 
where sin abounded, grace much more abounds." 
May you be encouraged to attempt this great work, 
and to do it promptly. — Yes, "go work to-day" in this 
vineyard, and attempt something in the strength of 
the Lord to promote an object so blessed, and re- 
sults so desirable. I now not only refer to the 
^eat and glorious object of the salvation of the soul 
from hell ; for that is enough of itself without any 
argument to ensure all our energies ; but I refer to 
the effects in this life, and to the influence which 
either a chaste or unchaste character must exert 
upon society at large. — And is it not surprising that 
with the vastness of the Saviour's sacrifice before us. 
and the price he paid for its redemption, that we 
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can need any stimulus for such an object ? Think 
of it. Christian friend, both as a mother, a wife, a 
sister, and these guilty characters have a claim upon 
you in such relation, to reclaim and instruct them. 
Let the appeal be heard and felt. Go from your 
closet to those abodes of sin and pollution, whose 
defiling streams meet the eye, whose inmates sicken 
the heart, and loudly demand your Christian- like 
energies to be exerted for their deliverance. 

But perhaps you are ready to say, **What can I, 
what shall I do, to benefit my guilty neighbours, and 
to point out to them 'a more excellent way ?* " I re- 
ply first of all, dear friend, the gospel, the glorious 
gospel, which they never hear, is the grand means of 
conversion for sinners of every kind, enormity, and 
character. Therefore, go to their abodes with your 
heart fully charged with the riches of a Saviour's 
dying love, — with his invitations of mercy to the chief 
of sinners, — ^Tell the polluted wanderer of that blood 
which cleanseth the foulest stains. — ^Tell them of her 
who found the Messiah when she sought not for him ; 
— and of another who washed the Redeemer's feet 
with her tears, and wiped them with that very hair 
in which she had perhaps gloried as a temptation 
for others to do evil! Tell them, there yet is 
room, hope and mercy, and pardon, and sanctifying 
grace for the vilest of the vHe, and that wliosoever 
among them shall come unto Christ, " He will in no 
wise cast out." Thus exalt the atoning Saviour, and 
direct them to the life-giving influence of that Holy 
Spirit which can produce the mighty change, and 
is promised to " those who ask it;" — say, it is writ- 
ten, " Ask and ye shall receive ; for every one that 
asketh receiveth," and heaven and earth shall pass 
away, sooner than any humbled seeking sinner. 
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though loaded with guilt and burdened with iniqui- 
ties numberless as the sands upon the sea shore, 
shall fail to obtain the offered, the promised^ and 
through Christ, the deserved blessing. 

'' Oar sins as numerous as the sands, 

Or like the mountains for thehr size, 
The seas of sovereign grace expand, 
The streams of mighty grace arise." 

One method adopted by a Christian friend I will 
relate; it is simple, but as it is also affectionate, 
it is likely, with the Divine blessing, deeply to affect 
those whose welfare is designed. It is to con- 
vey in a letter,* faithfully and affectionately written, a 
tract on the subject, containing also a faithful ex- 
hibition of the gospel method of salvation : an earnest 
appeal to the conscience, with a request that the 
tract may be read, and prompt attention given to the 
great concern. Now, dear Christian friend, if you 
will adopt this same plan, and fix upon only six un^ 
happy women in the town where you dwell, to address 
in a similar manner, it might prove beneficial. Can- 
not your faith rise in the exercise, and anticipate that 
such an effort made with affection, preceded and fol- 
lowed with earnest prayer, shall be attended with 
the effective blessing of the Holy Spirit ? iVh ! could 
Christian women in general feel the importance of 
the object, and would they but act upon this simple 
plan, how many a gathered outcast would have occa- 
sion to Wess its benevolence, while even their hap- 
piness in heaven would be increased by meeting 
those who, but for such an instrumentality, might 
have plunged themselves, and become the means 

• Specimens of these have been sent to us, and will be 
given in our next. 
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of plunging others into that lake of torment, those 
billows of despair and divine wrath, which roU with 
quenchless fury for ever and ever 1 

It were easy to multiply arguments and obliga- 
tions as a call to faithful and affectionate efforts in 
such a work of mercy as this ; but I shall only add, 
that I enclose two among other tracts that have been 
adopted by my friend for this purpose ; together with 
the address which Christian pity and affection have 
dictated and accompanied. Perhaps if the plan were 
made known it might be acted upon by many. Mean- 
while, dear Christian friend, act upon it yourself, and 
try to persuade oti^ other friend at least to do the 
same. Yet be not discouraged from the attempt by 
any consideration. Your single effort, though un- 
approved or unaided by mortals, will be known to the 
Searcher of Hearts, and he will not suffer your labour 
to be unrewarded. Jesus will approve and own it in 
that day, even if unsuccessful, with His plaudit, "She 
hath done what she could,** and it will then set at 
nought the frowns or opinions of assembled worlds. 

Fidelia. 



THE FAMILY REVIVAL. 

The family, whose condition I am to describe, is a 
representative of thousands in our churches, who 
are living in the full enjoyment of the highest Chris- 
tian privileges. The father is actively engaged in the 
business of life. The pursuits of the world engross 
his chief care, from day to day. Yet, he is a Chris- 
tian. He maintidns, in his general intercourse with 
his fellow-men, a character consistent with his re- 
ligious profession. In his household arrangements, 
all the forms and appearances of Christian worship 
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are daily observed. The morning calls the inmates 
of the dwelling to the family altar. The Scriptures 
are read, and perhaps a hymn is sung. The prayer 
is offered : but when the circle are dispersed, it is at 
once evident that the exercise has made no strong 
impression. 

The duties at home, the business abroad, and the 
pleasures of life, engage the attention of the various 
members of the household. It is not the greai object 
of this family to glorify God. The parents are real 
Christi^^s ; but their affections have wandered from 
God, and are too much set upon this world. Their 
children are not interested in the great salvation, and 
their parents are so much devoted to their mental 
improvement and social accomplishments, sis to feel 
too. little that the claims of God and his kingdom 
ar^ paramount to every thing else. They would 
shudder at the thought of saying that religion is not 
the great concern ; and in their daily prayers they 
always offer the supplication, that they may have 
first an interest in the kingdom of God. But the 
children and the domestics see, from the yielding 
eorrent of their life, that Christian duty is not un- 
frequently made to compromise with the customs of 
the world. Thus they go on, from time to time, 
their offspring growing up in impenitence. Their 
dwelling is not illuminated by the cheering light of 
the Saviour's face. The altar is there, but its fire is 
dim. The sacrifice is offered, but the lamb has a 
blemish. ** Holiness to the Lord " is not legible on 
the walls of their tabernacle, and upon all its furni- 
ture. And the stranger " in their gates " would 
scarcely infer, that their house is the Lord's, and all 
that appertains to it, consecrated to his service. 

But He, who loves his people, will not suffer them 
to go on, satisfying themselves with the cup of empti- 
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ness. He sends an affliction, to recall their affec- 
tions to him. Sickness falls upon a child. Their 
loved one suffers, and the whole circle sympathize 
with it. The parents think of their past course. 
They call to mind what Grod has done for them, and 
what they have been doing in his cause. They feel 
convinced that a cold and worldly spirit has damped 
the ardour of piety, and that their lives have been 
barren and unfruitfol. They plead for the recovery 
of their child, and they confess the guilt of their 
own backsliding. Their hearts are softened. They 
weep and pray. They return to God, and God 
returns to them. 

Now, the spirit which reigns in their dwelling is 
changed. The worldly visiter does not come. Their 
minister, and their most devoted Christian friends, 
renew their visits, and the house of affliction becomes 
the place where God is acknowledged, and sought, 
and honoured. 

(To be continued,) 



HINTS ON DOMESTIC ECONOMY.— No. 1. 
Curtains and Shutters, — The costom, so prevalent, 8ay» 
the Rev. S. F. Denham, in his <' Letters to Mothers on Educa- 
tion," of darkening a chamber by shutters, and of surrounding 
beds with curtains, and especially the cradles of infants, are 
very injurious to health ; not merely owing to the causes 
arising from impurity of air, but to the eye-sight. When 
the light is almost entirely excluded, and then the shutters 
opened nearly at once, the pain and violence suffered by the 
eyes seem naturally to discourage the custom. The use of 
curtains is less injurious ; but the disuse of them, especially 
around the bed or cradle, has often been recommended by 
Physicians. One good effect of the advice would be, that 
the eye would gradually become stronger by being ac- 
customed to the light shaded by the eyelid, even when closed 
in sleep. And above all other reasons, the increasing ligh^ 
especially in a spring or summer morning, would naturally 
awaken the habit of early activity, which is of incalculable 
importance. 
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FAMILY DISCORD. 

" LovB ONB ANOTHBR." — ^If evcF this <Hvine preoept 
became forcible on believers^ or the obserratdon of it 
appeared peculiarly graceful, it must be when dis- 
played in that tenderest and most endearing of all 
ties, — ^Marriage. Love is the very cement of that 
sacred bond ; and on the cultivation of this amiable 
principle depends all the happiness which may be- 
reasonably expected to flow from so fruitful a source. 
Hence the unerring Spirit, by the apostolic pen* com- 
mands husbands to love their wives as Christ loved 
the Church, and wives to submit themselves to their 
husbands, &c. For want of this aflection, submiission, 
and confidence, on either part, we frequently hear of 
dtspates and contentions between the heads of a 
family, dishonourable to Christian characters^ and 
pernicious in their influence on those around them. 
My brethren and sisteYs, these things ought not to 
be so ; the kingdom of Jesus will not be established^ 
nor his truth prevail, while such unchristian and un- 
natural tempers predominate, as to occasion sh3nie88, 
and dissention between persons so closely united : on 
the contrary, you furnish the world with a strong 
argument against religion, when it has so little iii- 

VOL. III. c 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



26 THB VISIT. 

fluence on the behaviour of its professors in domestic 
life. 

Reflect on the consequence of family discord with 
respect to your children. Do you desire them to 
love each other? Then enforce that principle on 
their hearts by your own example ; and let not un- 
affectionate carriage between yourselves encourage 
their too prevalent dispositions to fraternal strife. 
Bear in mind that you labour in vain to instil the 
love of piety into their infant minds, while they dis- 
cover such (fisregard to its sentiments in your con- 
duct. If then you love your children, "love one 
another." 

Consider also the occasion given for the world to 
blaspheme ; what must it say of a believing husband 
and wife living together in perpetual animosity, or, 
at best, on every trivial occasion, treating each other 
with marked indifference ? Does it not strengthen 
prejudice, and animate aversion against religion ? 
Cease then, for ever cease this disgraceful deport- 
ment, or never let your Hps pronounee that interest- 
ing petition, — " Thy kingdom come." 

Pacificus. 



THE VISIT. 
( CoKUinued from page \0,) 

I HASTSNsn with the poor mother to the place men- 
tioned in her daughter's letter ; and oh, what a place 
it was ! Oh could our youth, which frequent such 
houses, and under the false and meritricious glare of 
midnight reveUings, fancy they know not what of 
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joy : could they but see the sad fiaces of tiie morning, 
and behold the wretchedness of the scene, which 
the day-light presents in view, how would they flee 
such haunts of fllth and sin, instead of pursuing 
them! 

As I entered the door, and passed through to one 
of the apartments, in quest of the particular object 
of our search, my mind was deeply affected ; every 
object I met, carried with it, to my views, somewhat 
of a suspicious nature. The very atmosphere of the 
place seemed contaminated, as though formed only 
for the polluted to inhabit. Those walla (I said to 
myself) could they speak, what scenes would they 
unfold, which they have been compdled to witness ! 
Several of the ruined inhabitants passed before me as 
I went through one of the apartments. I was con- 
strained to reflection as I beheld them. There is 
something so truly affecting in the sight, that it must 
argue, in my apprehension, a culpable insensibility 
not to take part in what concerns the common ruin 
of our nature. To see a young woman given up to 
the very reverse of that innate modesty, designed to 
form the feminine character, — and all the tenderness, 
retirement, and blushing loveliness which tend to 
endear her to the heart, totally rehnquished, and in 
their stead a boldness foreign to the very nature of the 
sex, manifesting itself in every part of her conduct ; 
— such views cannot fail to interest all the charities 
oi the mind, even when considered only in relation 
to the concerns of the present life : but when the 
momentous objects of another state come to be con- 
nected with the prospect,— when the thought cross^ 
eth the mind, that beings deigned for happiness, 
by this inversion of aH that is amiable, are brought 
iirto a situation of all that is miserable; and a life 
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of sorrow, disgrace, and infiuny is followed with am 
existence fsr more deplorable, — ^the heart melts in 
the 'review, and every energy of the soul wishes to 
go forth in the prevention of such accumulated evil. 
It is a circumstance perhaps but little known, but yet 
too true, that by far the greater part of those mise- 
rable outcasts of society die at an earlier period than 
that in which multitudes begin to enter into life. 
Few of them attain their thirtieth year ; but, like the 
horses of the team, unmercifully worked to death 
by their unfeeling owners, they fall a sacrifice to the 
dreadful effects of disease and intemperance ; and 
die as they lived, unpitied, unnoticed, and unknown. 

Never did I before feel, in an equal degree, the 
force of the Prophet's question, — ' Have we not all 
one Father ? — hath not one God created us ?' And 
never did the appeal of the Apostle come home with 
more energy to my heart: 'Who maketh thee to 
differ from another?' 

I felt my mind led forth in the exercise of com- 
passion still further, from considering how many and 
how various the predisposing causes are, which, in 
numberless instances, occasion the ruin of young 
females ! Added to the inexperience of their youth, 
common to all, it is more than probable that many 
have been totally void of any religious education. 
Some from the early loss of parents, others from the 
negligence of parents, and others from the cruelty of 
parents, faH victims to the snare of the deceiver: 
and what a train of various temptations, correspond- 
ing with the various dispositions of the human mind, 
and the different effects with which it is captivated, 
arise from the love of dress, amusements, novel- 
reading, play-houses, dancing, and the like ! 

Oh, ye happy female children of gracious parents. 
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whom a bountiful God, in his providence of yon, hath 
given to vratch over and guard your younger years, 
allow me to remind you of your privileges, and in 
the recollection of your mercies, may your hearts be 
directed to a just appreciation of their value, in 
thankfulness to the Author, in commiserating the 
state of those who are not so happily circumstanced! 
It is impossible, indeed, fully to calculate the distin- 
guishing love of God in his appointments of pre- 
venting and restraining grace; but their blessed 
effects never appear more illustrious than in the con- 
trasts of chastity and nncleanness. Could your 
imagination but represent the horrid features which, 
for the most part, mark the whole character of the 
Magdalene, how would all the tender feelings of your 
minds be called forth in pity toward such ! And if it 
could be supposed (as it may very well be supposed, 
without the smallest impeachment of character) that 
the discounteuance of places of amusement, and the 
discouragement of the novel publications of the day, 
which tend to corrupt the female mind ; nay, that 
the very simplicity and chastity of dress, were they 
more attended to by our virtuous and amiable young 
women, the example would be followed with the 
most beneficial consequences among those, who are 
for ever attempting an imitation of the great ; and 
therefore shut up some of the avenues which, in 
their lower circumstances, become the helps to seduc- 
tion ? In short, if there be a method in all the plans 
of conduct, by which the unsullied graces of young 
women cau minister to prevent the loss of chastity 
on one of their own sex, or when that loss cannot 
be prevented, to raise up any when fallen,' — ^how 
shall a sense of divine love or human affection be 
more g^racefuUy shown than in such acts of mercy ? 
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Might not an angel be supposed commissioned to 
do so much good, though an angel, in his own nature 
could never be. liable to a participation in such 
misery ? 

We at length arrived, (the poor afflicted mother 
and myself) at the sick room of her poor child. 
She was sitting by a miserable fire, in a room marked 
with as much misery as need be ; and every thing 
around alike indicated the wretchedness of the in- 
habitant. Her sickness preyed upon her too much 
to leave her alive to the full feelings, which her 
mother's presence and her own conscious heart 
would, no doubt, otherwise have called forth. Ten- 
derness and affection, on the part of the poor old 
woman, was all that, in the present state, could be 
shewn ; and the object I had to accomplish, was to 
adopt the speediest methods for her removal. 

But it was impossible, in rescuing one poor un- 
happy female from such a state of complicated 
misery, to behold the many left behind to perish, nay 
to recollect the thousands continually hurried into 
this whirlpool of iniquity, but with the most painful 
sensation. The Asylum for the reception of such 
poor deluded outcasts appeared in all its loveliness to 
my mind ! Indeed, it were most devoutly to be 
wished, thai its ability of admission within its hos- 
pitable walls, were equal to all the wants of the mul- 
titudes that are perishing without : and, like the city 
of the ransomed which is above, the Asylum for the 
miserable below had ' the gates of it never shut, day 
nor night.' 

So many strong and irresistable arguments unitedly 
concur for the universal protection of a charity replete 
with so much good, that it may reasonably be ex- 
pected, every hand will be stretched forth to the 
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support of it. I think the parcntB of young men 
must rejoice in the prospect, if by such mean^ those 
nightly street- walkers were removed, who go forth 
full of disease and corruption to allure the unwary 
youth to ruin : and I conceive also, that the mothers 
of our young ladies would feel joy in the hope, that 
the offences continually offered to the eyes and ears 
of their daughters, in the unchastity of dress, not to 
say almost nakedness, in which those immodest 
women appear ; and the language, not unfrequently, 
uttered by them as they pass, would be done away. 
And who shall estimate the general cause of delight 
in the breast of every feeling mind, in bringing back 
the lost to society, and becoming instrumental, in 
the hand of God, to the salvation of their souls ! 

The Asylum can never merit, in a single instance, 
an indignant eye ; for it never was intended, neither 
can it be said in truth to minister, to the encourage- 
ment of that sin, which it is its great object to 
prevent I It is to open a door of refuge, to shelter 
the miserable creature from her infamy; and by 
providing for immediate want, to do away the dread- 
ful necessity of continued prostitution, which multi- 
tudes, whose hearts revolt at the deed, are yet never- 
theless constrained to pursue for their daily support. 
Let any man ^gure to himself a poor broken-hearted 
femsde of this description, with a mind deeply smit- 
ten with the feeling of her situation, and misery, — 
longing to escape from a life of such infamy, but void 
of all resources of friends or maintenance to accom- 
plish it ; — let him only fancy such a case, (and there 
are multitudes to realize the picture,) and then let 
him say, whether he would not feel joy that there is 
an Asylum open to receive her ? 

R. H. 
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EARLY DEVOTBDNESS TO GOD. 

If the devotion of any part of our existence to re- 
ligion be acceptable to God, much more must the 
devotion of the whole be acceptable to him. 

When the day has risen in mists, and past in blue 
rains or dark storms, it is gratifying to see the sky 
become bright, and to behold the sun going down 
in glpry ; but it is more gratifying when its dawn is 
unclouded, and when every part of its progress to 
its termination, is through regions of serenity and 
beauty; so, though it aflfords delight to see a life 
which has been spent in the service of sin end in the 
fear of God, much more is that delight enhanced 
when we perceive the whole life, from the first dawn 
of reason to the last dying inspirations of faith, con- 
secrated to God and his cause. And can any thing 
be more reasonable ? If any part of your existence 
is to be devoted to God, why not the whole of it ? 
Is not the whole His, as well as the part ? Are you 
not guilty of the worst species of sacailege in giving 
your affections, and time, and talents to Satan, the 
enemy of God and of all goodness ? Is there not 
somethiog peculiarly insulting to the Divine Majesty, 
in proposing to reserve the latter part only of your 
lives for God ? Is he worthy only of the dregs and 
lees of your being ? Shall the bloom and vigour of 
life, the joyousness, the morning, the inspiring May 
of your days, be spent and wasted in the cause of 
evil, in the service of the Prince of darkness : — and 
do you think it will be time enough to serve God, 
when the dull, hacknied ways of the world have de- 
stroyed the fineness of youthful feeling, or the per- 
plexing cares of a family " have frozen the genial 
current of the soul,** or, " the grasshopper has be- 
come a burden, and desire has failed?" Shall the 
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best opportunity which you can have for the practice 
of piety, pass away unimproved, never to return ? 
Will you not seize " the acceptable time, the hour of 
salvation,** the golden prime of life, before you have 
been entangled by the meshes of temptation ; before 
your hearts have become hardened, and, as it were 
petrified, in the stream of vice; before the enemy 
has succeeded in binding you fast in the strong cords 
of sinful habit ? — And what have you gained as the 
reward of your temerity ? Are not the cisterns which 
you have hewn out to yourselves broken cisterns, 
which can hold no water ? Does the tempter say, 
"you must first taste the pleasures of youth?'* 
Great God ! what are the pleasures of youth, but the 
happy smiles of thy love, and the calm, rational 
dignity of serving thee ? — But you must first enjoy 
the pleasures of the world ! And what are the 
pleasures of the world? What! But the apples of 
Sodom, fair to the eye, but full of ashes and soot. 
What ! but the deceitful Mirage of the desert, which 
appears to the thirsty traveller as the refreshing 
waters of a lake, but on nearer approach, is dis« 
covered to be burning and barren sands ! Oh ! re- 
member, that while the path of sin is attended by 
danger and disappointment, " Wisdom's ways are 
ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are paths of 
peace ; " — that God addresses and invites you with 
the utmost tenderness, saying, '*I love those that 
love me, and they that seek me early shall find me." 

I. S. 



A FAMILY MEETING. 
As spices mingled with our food 

Give flavour to our feast, 
So holy pleasure ever should 

Refresh and cheer the guest. 



c 2 
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To feed the gross corporeal frame, 
And starve the nobler mind, 

Dishonoureth the Christian name, 
And leaves no zest behind ! 

If saints in social circles meet, 

Like relatives of old, 
Sure, some should sit at Jesu's feet, 

Or else his truth unfold. 

This is the true support of life, — 

Provision for our souls ! 
This kindles love, and conquers strife, 

And prejudice controuls ! 

Feed us, O Lord, with holy truth. 
While o'er this waste we roam ; 

■Kll parents, children, age, and youth, 
Shall meet in Canaan's home ! F. 



LESSONS FROM THE BOOK OF NATURE. 

FAIRY RINGS. 

It is only by comparing the present with the past 
that we can obtain a lively perception of some of our 
everyiday blessings, and this is especially the case 
with intellectual possessions. When the poor man 
reads the word of God he would more highly prize 
that instruction which has been the key to unlock his 
treasures, did he remember that it was denied to his 
fathers : and we are apt too little to contrast the in- 
tellectual position of the age with that of preceding 
times, and thereby fail to set a due value on the light, 
whose rays extend even to the remotest corners of our 
land* dispersing those errors and misery which ever 
exist in the regions of mental darkness. Numerous 
are the avenues to knowledge now open, and even 
those who tread not the direct paths to learning, owe 
much to the scientific advancement of the time, and 
unconsciously occupy a position to which their own 
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efforts would never have raised them ; the grosser 
mists of error and superstitioa lie at their feet, so 
that even the least learned may in this sense be said 
to dwell in an atmosphere of light. In reading the 
accounts of the treatment of witches in our own 
country* in an age not far removed from the present, 
it is not easy to form an adequate idea of the mental 
darkness 'which clouded the understandings of men. 
From the page of history we learn that great num- 
bers of poor deluded victims were crudily tortured, 
and pat to death, on the supposition that they had 
entered J into a confederacy with the spirits of dark- 
ness, and had thence derived the supernatural power 
of invisihly working mischief upon persons and 
property. 

We turn from the contemplation of these sad scenes 
with feelings of pleasure, conceiving that we need hot 
dread a repetition of them in our own day. We re- 
joice in this conviction, however, without perhaps 
considering that we are spared these evils, less 
from any improvement in the disposition of man, 
than from the exertions of those to whom the torch 
of truth has been entrusted, and who have assidu- 
ously cherished and increased its light. 

These thoughts were recently awakened on meet- 
ing in our meadow walks with many of those dark 
green circles commonly known as " Fairy Rings." 
The Natural Philosopher finds some difficulty in ex- 
plaining their origin, although it is sufficiently clear 
that they are occasioned by a certain species of mush- 
room called Agaric, which may be found in these 
circles in Autumn, which is the season of fructifica- 
tion ; to ascribe, therefore, the vivid greenness to the 
light footing of Fairies, (which greenness is really 
attributable to the nourishment that the grass de- 
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rives from these plants,) is a mere superstitious fancy. 
It appears that the thailus or stalk of the plant spreads 
from all sides from a centre, and the organs of 
fructification in such and similar productions, (which 
we commonly call mushrooms and toadstools), are 
thrown up in the circumference of a circle, and 
thus continually progress from the outer edge and 
decay within. 

A somewhat similar phenomenon on a small scale 
may be witnessed on walls and trunks of trees, in 
many Rchens which spread in a circular manner, and 
as they become old die in the centre. 

The Fairy Rings thus enlarge their bounds until 
some accident breaks the ring, or altogether destroys 
it in the spot where it has been ground. Many 
semicircles and disjointed circles may be found, and 
these, if we prefer the dreams of imagination to the 
more sober accounts of science, we may suppose to 
have been occasioned through the mischief or merri- 
ment of some fairy, who refused to keep her place 
in the dance, and thus broke the circumference of 
the magic circle. Fairies were among the least 
harmful of the fanciful creations of our forefathers, 
and we must confess to an entire sympathy with a 
celebrated author, who thus mentions them : " This 
fascinating article of the popular creed, has in it so 
much of interest to the imagination that we almost 
envy the credulity of those, who in the gentle moon- 
light of a summer night in England, amid the tangled 
glades of a deep forest, or on the turfy swell of her 
romantic commons, could femey they saw the fairies 
tracing their sportive ring ; but it is in vain to regret 
illusion, which however engaging, must of necessity 
yield their place before the increase of knowledge, 
like shadows at the advance of mom." It was at 
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first imagined that the discontinuance of the fury 
progeny was owing to the friars, before whose ex- 
tended perambulations they were supposed to flee ; 
and their expulsion as an article of popular faith, 
might doubtless be partly traced to that cause, and 
yet more to the reformation, as a poet of the 1 7th 
century intimates in these verses — 

** Witness those rings and roundelays 

Of theirs which yet remain, 
Were footed in Queen Mary's days, 

On many a crrassy plain ; 
But since of late Elizabeth 

And later James came in, 
They never danced on any heath 

As when the time hath bin.*' 

We cannot conclude without one serious sugges- 
tion to the reader's thoughts, which the reflection on 
the progress of light ofiers to our own mind. There 
is one immence, all-important advantage, at pre- 
sent permitted us, which is, after all, the greatest 
blessing of our age, and forms the principal difler- 
ence between this and former times, — it is the free 
circulation of the Scriptures. This, we all know, 
was at one, and no very distant, period denied 
our land, and we cannot conceal our fears, that 
strenuous efibrts are now making to deprive us of 
this most precious of our blessings, and the dearest 
prized of our enjoyments. If, however, we estimate 
truly the value of the possession, we shall not only 
earnestly desire to retain it, but also to bequeath it 
to succeeding generations. No doubt all are called 
herein to work, for all may do something in resist- 
ing the assaults of the enemy, and promoting the 
difiusion of light, — by teaching the ignorant, — ^by 
aiding the spread of ** the pure and reformed faith," 
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and above all hy prayer to God, that he wOl vouch- 
safe his protection to our beloved Church, guarding 
it from violence without, and from treachery and 
supineness within ! 

L.N. 



THE FAMILY REVIVAL. 
(Contimted from page 24.) 

How altered is the family prayer ! No heartless 
formality now. It comes from stricken hearts. A 
father's and a mother's tenderest sympathies are 
touched, and an avenue is opened into their bosoms, 
through which the good Shepherd can communicate 
the richest of his spiritual blessings. 

Morning and evening the word of truth is read, 
and regarded with far different feelings. It is seen 
and felt to be the bread of life to their souls, as well 
as to the sick sufferer's, whose days are apparently 
numbered. The parents think their child must die. 
They know, that if unrenewed, the soul must be lost! 
They cry to God. Faithfully now, if never before, 
they warn the child they love, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners, and in no other name 
can one hope for salvation. The truth reaches the 
heart, with an emphasis never felt before. And the 
reason is, it comes from the heart, A father's and a 
mother's bosom bleed at the withering prospect of 
giving back thus to its Maker, the immortal spirit, 
which had been entrusted to their care, with this 
injunction ; ** Take this, and train it up for me.'* 
They have not done it. Parental affection is almost 
agonized at the recollection of past neglect, and the 
dreadful anticipation of the grave, over which they 
must ever weep with hopeless grief. 
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But God in tender mercy hears the cry of his 
chosen. God is a Father, and he pities a parent. 
He averts the dreadful stroke. He spares the child. 
And the hearts of Christian parents are melted and 
subdued by gratitude. If any thing can reach them, 
this will. 

But, what is the effect of such a visitation upon 
the household, who receive it ? Religion resumes 
the place in that habitation, from which she was 
removed. Enter the dwelling, — ^you cannot fail to 
see her there. She is conspicuous from morning to 
night. If business calls it does not call away £om 
her. Her light is in the path. Her shield protects, 
and her smiles cheer and bless. In that family now, 
she in reality presides. At the altar, her mantle 
falls on every sincere worshipper. The blessing 
invoked at the table, is not an unmeaning formality. 
The words that are uttered, are felt in the heart. 
At the fireside her pt-esence is acknowledged ; and if 
the stranger enters their gates, he finds that Israel's 
God is there. In short, the spirit of religion in that 
family, is revived, llie sick one slowly recovers ; and 
were it not for the uncertainty of a sick-bed repentance, 
there would be hope, that the sufferer had found, in 
the sickness of body, the life of the soul. Others 
in the household, brothers, sisters or domestics, have 
sjrmpathized in the sorrow, have seen rehgion 
restored to her throne in the heart, have listened to 
the counsel which now has been given them, and 
have profited bv the prayers offered up in their 
behalf. 

They have repented, and embraced the Saviour ; 
and it might be literally said of the fruits of this 
affliction, as of the restoration of Dorcas, " many 
bdieved in the Lord.*' 
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Now this is, strictly speaking, a family revival of 
religion. And such is the kind of revival that we 
most need. 

The arrangement of Providence which divides the 
many millions of the human race into the various 
family circles, which go to make up the great aggre- 
gate of human society, furnishes the due, to the 
most powerful causes, which can he hrought to bear 
upon the moral and social improvement of man. 

Here, we apprehend, is the basis, on which the 
universal spread of the gospel must he laid. It is to 
carry home to the fireside, to the social and endearing 
influences of domestic life, a more constant, uniform 
and affectionate interest in the salvation of every 
individual embraced in the family circle. Let us 
begin at home. 

Suppose every Christian in the world should en- 
gage heartily in duty, with the impression that the 
Uttle circle with which he is associated in daily inter- 
course, constitutes the appropriate part of the vine- 
yard for his culture. As he cannot by any possible 
means, reach the thousands and the millions who are 
removed beyond the sphere of his personal influence, 
let him remember that God designs him more es- 
pecially to labour for those whom he can reach. In 
this way, every portion of the soil will have its cul- 
tivators, and no part of the vineyard be neglected. 
But when it seems to the Christian that he can act 
for God, any where but at home, when his Christian 
neighbour feels so too, and all the church with which 
he is connected, sympathize in the almost universal 
reluctance, to act immediately for the friends among 
whom God has placed them, the whole ground ia 
piore or less neglected. Each looks away fiom his 
own, while it is utterly impossible that he can pro- 
perly attend, and do justice, to another's. 
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It ift probable, there is scarcely a Christian family 
in the land, that does not embrace some two, three, 
or half a dozen who are living in impenitence and 
sin. Were they, the especial objects of the prayers, 
the efforts, and the Christian counsels of those with 
whom their lot is cast, how would it tell upon the 
increase of the churches, throughout our country. 
Parents, children and domestics would come under 
the tender and constant influence of Christian inter- 
course, made more intimate and impressive from 
those endearing sensibilities with which social life 
invests it. 

SCRIPTURE STUDIES. 
No. 6.— THE CHRISTIAN'S HOPE. 
Our Lord will return. 

(Acts i. 11 ; iii. 19, 20, 21 ; Heb. x. 37 ; Rev. 
xxii. 12. 20; Zech. xiv. 3, 4; Phil. iii. 20; 1 Thess, 
ii. 19.) 

Suddenly, and in glory. 

(Matt. xxiv. 30. 44; (parallel passage in Mark 
xiii. 26 ; Luke xxi. 25—28 ;) 1 Thess. v. 2, 3 ; 
Mark viii. 38.) 

Not unexpectedly to His people. 

(1 Thess. V. 4 ; Isa. xxv. 9 ; 1 Thess. i. 10 ; 2 
Pet. iii. 12; Luke xii. 36.) 

While the larger propotion of the world is un- 
converted. 

(Matt. xxiv. 37—39 ; Luke xvii. 28—30 ; Luke 
xviii. 8.) 

To establish His kingdom on earth, and to punish 
His enemies. 

(Ps. ii. 8 ; Ixxii ; xcviii ; Isa. xxiv. 23 ; Zech. 
xiv. 9; Dan. vii. 13, 14. 27; Rev. xi. 15; Micah 
iv. 7 ; Isa. xi. 9 ; 2 Thess. i. 7—10; ii. 8; Jude 
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14, 15; Rev. xix. compared with lea. Ldii. 1 — 6.) 

His people wilj reign with Him, those who have 
died in the Lord, rising, — and the living being 
changed. 

(1 Cor. XV. 23. 51 ; 1 Thess. iv. 14-^17; Rev. 
V. 10; 2 Tim. ii. 12; Luke xxii, 29, 30; Rev. xx. 
1-6.) 

Waiting for Christ's second coming, the o(»n- 
manded attitude of the Church. 

Mark xiii. 33-— 37 ; Luke xii. 35, 36. 40; xxi. 
34—36; 1 Thess. i. 10; 2 Thesa. iii. 5 ; Phil. iii. 
20; 2 Peter iii. 11, 12.) 

It is also the attitude of the saints in Paradise. 

(Rev. vi. 10, 11.) 

And the chief motive set forth in Scripture for 
sanctification. 

(Rom. xiii. 11, 12; 1 Cor. i. 7, 8 ; Phil. i. 10 ; 
Col. iii. 4, 5 ; 1 Thess. iii. 13 ; v. 23 ; v. 4, 5, 6. 
8 ; 2 Thess. ii. 1 ; 1 Tim. vi. 14 ; 2 Tim. iv. 1.8; 
Titus ii. 11, 12, 13 ; 2 Peter iii. 10, 11. 14; 1 John 
ii. 28; iii. 2, 3; Matt. xxv. 13; Rev. xxii. 12.) 

" He which testifieth these things, saith, * Surely 
I come quickly ; * " — and teaches His church to re- 
spond — *' Even so, come. Lord Jesus !" (Rev. 

xxii. 20.) RUHAMAB. 

THE VICTIM. 
From " The present state and claims of Lonijon,*^ 
" See yonder female, pacing with slow and significant 
step, the pubHc street ! She was once innocent 
of any breach of public morality, but she yielded to 
the fascination and villainy of a man on whose word 
she' relied, but whose heart was as base as his word 
was false. Infatuated with his society she left^her 
home, and begun a dishonourable career. The heart 
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that never loved, being sated with the presence of 
the victim of his brutal passion, to whom promises 
were voluminously and solemnly made, now devises 
scheme after scheme, that he may escape from those 
fangs with which the strong affection of the lost girl 
still holds him. Retries many methods but he fails; 
at last he forms the resolution of abandoning her to 
her fate. He returns no more to the apartment 
where they have been sheltered ; and the discovery 
is at last made by the deluded victim that she is 
ALONB, without money, deserted by the villain into 
whose arms she had thrown herself, and her father's 
door closed and barred against her. Already op- 
pressed with guilt, and having no means of subsis- 
tence, she goes and offers herself to the keeper of a 
house of ill-fame that she may have food and shelter. 
In the company of those hardened in iniquity, she 
rushes forth, dressed in the hired garments of 
mfamy, having tried to restore by art the ruddy but 
faded bloom of health and happiness. Her tongue, 
yet unused to utter foul and blasphemous language, 
prepares to employ it. She now becotnes the seducer 
of others ; and whether her hfe be for one year or 
seven, (the average amount of life when such a career 
ib commenced,) she has no other prospect than to 
spend it in sin ; to be the sport of the rudest and 
Idlest of both sexes ; the companion by day and by 
night of the most abandoned ; and, when she fails 
of answering the purpose of her employer, or is bro- 
ken down by disease, she is sent to perish in a work- 
house or an hospital, unless she is snatched, before 
such a period of life, by the hand of some benevolent 
and pious being, and reclaimed from her miserable 
course. This is a literal description ef thousands who 
at this momefU are prowlmg the streets of this great 
city:' 
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Thb accompanying packet is submitted to the notice 
of the editor of "Tie Fewudes' Advocate" by one who 
has been honoured to labonr in efforts for the benefit 
of the ontcast and degraded. Some months ago the 
" Advocate," was sent to her with an intimation that 
some papers wonld be acceptable — ^these are now sent, 
and if jadged eligible, itwiU afford her pleasure to see 
them inserted, inasmuch as some Christian may feel 
the importance of individual effort for the rescue of 
the fallen, and be disposed jto make trial of the plan 
suggested — It might be well perhaps for these papers 
to be inserted in Qie following order : — ** The letter 
to a Christian friend,"* first — then the envelope of 
the Tract, "Are you hajipy ?"t — to be followed by 
the " Life of Elizabeth Kenney, &c. &c. 

Fidelia. 

AN ADDRESS TO AN UNHAPPY OUTCAST, 

With the Tract, " Are you happy ? " enclosed, 

Dbar Fbllow Sinnbr, 

The enclosed Tract with the enquiry "Are you 
happy," ^coxa^s with the deepest solicitude of a real 
friend,— of one whd feels deeply for your welfare, 
and who is assured, that with all that is showy and 
mirthful, you are neither contented nor happy. Ah ! 
do think on the end of your course ; what will you do, 
when death comes to you? and death may come 
suddenly to you, as it has to many who have lived 
as you live. Do think of eternal misery, for miser- 
able you must be for ever, if you die in your present 
* ThiB appeared in our last, 
t Published by the Religious Tract Society. 
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condition. Fly then from the pit of destruction, and 
look at once to the Lord Jesus *' to give you repen- 
tance and remission of sins : " do take the advice of 
a friend and turn while mercy calls, while the-blood 
of Jesus Christ is offered to cleanse you, and the Holy 
Spirit is graciously promised to change the heart, and 
make you a new creature. 

Dear fellow sinner, let not Satan and your wicked 
companions detain you in the bondage of iniquity ; 
do not let your sinful heart make you any longer a 
willing captive to destruction ; you have served sin 
and Satan too long, you have been seduced by the 
world, and have become the seducer of others, and 
dreadful wiQ be the end if you do not quit your 
present course of sin and transgression. — Oh ! 
escape for your life, stay not another moment, think 
of the wrath to come, of " the worm that never 
dieth," of the fire that cannot be quenched, of the 
increase of your torments, from the accusations of 
others, who may now be held in sin by your con- 
tinuing in it, and then say, " why, why is it, that you 
risk all hope and happiness, by delay ! Dear fellow 
sinner, do not trifle any longer, fly from evil, as 
Lot fled out of Sodom ; like him you linger though 
told of the coming storm ; but as the Angel hastened 
him with the merciful exhortation, so would the wri- 
ter of this address urge you to escape from the 
storm of divine wrath ; stay not another day ; stay not 
another hour ; stay not to hear another word from 
the wicked, but escape for your life, — to Jestis fLy. 
He is the friend of sinners. He is the only refuge^ 
yes, fly to him who has often called you before, and 
now by this address calls you again, to look unto him 
and live — forget not that it may be the last call; the 
writer knows of more than one, who having been 
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EXERCISES FOB THE YOUNG.— No. 1. 

SEARCH THE 8CRIPTI7RES. 

1 . Why was Moses not allowed to enter the pro- 
mised land ? 

2. Which are the only two instances related of 
birth-days being kept ? 

3. What heathen king offered up his eldest son at 
a burnt oflfering ? 

4. What things in Scripture are called precious ? 

5. Make a list of persons mentioned in the Bible 
as being stoned to death. 

6. Find the peculiar laws of the Nazarites. 

7. Who is the only woman whose age at her death 
is recorded in Scripture ? 

8. When are the Israelites first called Jews ? 

9. Prove from Scripture, that " we are accounted 
righteous before God only through the merits of our 
Lord Jesus Christ." 



HINTS ON DOMESTIC ECONOMY.— No. 2. 

Summer and Winter Cto^Aiw^.— If seyeral pieces of cloth, of 
the same size and quality, hut of different colours; viz. hlack, 
hlue, green, yellow, and white, he thrown on the surface of 
snow in clear day-light, but especially in sunshine, it will be 
found that the black cloth will quickly melt the snow ben<:ath 
it, and sink downwards. The blue will do the same, but less 
rapidly ; the green still less so ; the yellow slightly ; and the 
white not at all. We see, therefore, that the warmth or co<»l- 
sess of clothing depends as well on its colour as its quality. 
A white dress, or one of a light colour, will always be cooler 
than one of the same quality of a dark colour, and especially 
so in clear weather, when there is much sunshine. A white 
and light colour reflects heat copiously, and absorbs little ; 
while a black and dark colour absorbs copiously, and reflects 
little. From 'this we see that experience has supplied the 
place of science in directing the choice of clothing. The use 
of light colours always prevails in summer, and that of dark 
colours in winter. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



THE FEMALES' ADVOCATE, 



ON THE BELIEF OF THE PIOUS POOR. 

Thb number of Pablic Charitiea in the kmgdom, is 
such as must fill the benerolent mind- with pleasure* 
Human misery is, in a general way, provided for; 
and, to a considerable extent, alleviated; — ^bat the 
intention of this communication is to lead to the pri- 
vate exercise of charity; and particularly in reference 
to the necessities of pious poverty. 

I beg here to notice an erroneous sentiment, which 
Bome wealthy professors seem to hold, viz., that 
all charity to die poor is optional : or if they do 
not go to this length, yet they conceive that the 
oljjects of their regard may be as select as they 
please ; that, the extent of their relief is an act 
of self-moved goodness, independent of aU foreign 
control or motive whatever. But if such persons 
were individually to enquire. What have I, that I 
have not received ? Why are talents given, but for 
their improvement? Why am I a steward, but to 
be found faithful ? What are the commands of 
Scripture on this subject? What immense obliga- 
tions are due to Him who went about doing good, 
to set me an example of benevolence ? How can I 

Vol. III. D 
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prove myself a partaker "of his love if I love not his 
poor hrethren? &c. The result must surely be favour- 
able to a beneficence at once active, disinterested, 
and persevering. 

The first obvious question on this subject is. Who 
are my poor brethren ? Let the persons be deter- 
mined by the opinions of Christian society, whether 
professedly members of it or not. Their worship of 
God on the Sabbath, and their separation from a' 
profligate "^orld, are additional criterion^ of eha- 
ractet, "^hich should ever guide us in forming the 
estimate ;^-and let us, when looking for these ob- 
jects, look beyond the pale of our own respective 
communions as well as within it ; and their poverty 
may usually be ascertained by their appearance, by 
seasonable visits, and by unreserved enquiry. It is 
by a careless or criminal negligence on these points, 
that so many of the aged and afflicted, among the 
pious poor, frequently languish, without pity and 
without relief ! 

Having carefully ascertained who are the objects 
of Christian compassion, our next enquiry will be, 
"What are their wants?" In imitation of Him whose 
we aire, and whom we serve, let us say, " What wilt 
thou that I should do unto thee ? " and perhaps we 
may discover that some want sympathy and consola- 
tion, prayer and Christian counsel ; — others, who are 
lingering in pain and iofirmity, want a-Uttle proper 
food, medicine, or attendance^ which it is not in 
their power to procure ; and a third class, especially 
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in winter* may want assistance in pnrdiasing neoes- 
saiy fuel, or clothing. 

A third enquiry will natnraUy arise here, " How 
can we immediately and suitably relieve those 
whose wants are so obvious and presHng?" A 
Mendly and devotional visit will often relieve 
the mourner in Zion; and truly hi^ppy are they 
who are . habituated , to such practices:— but tem- 
]K)ral relief is a more serious thing; and many of us 
I fear, have said, as we ''passed by on the oth^r 
side," I pray thee have me excused. "The bad- 
ness of the times, the number of applicants, or what 
I did the other day," are often made use of in op- 
position to the precepts, " Withhold not good from 
them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of 
thine hand to do it." Let prudence determine 
the means, and conscience the power of doing 
good ; and then, let the hand be ready to feed 
the hungry, dothe the naked, and warm the frozen, 
till you cause their hearts " to sing for joy !" 

The liberal man, who deviseth libend things, will 
make a fourth enquiry, " How shall I excite others 
to love, and good works ?" How ? — ^by a noble and 
disinterested example; by advocating the cause of 
your needy brethren ; by an appeal to their wealth, 
^eir feelings, the conduct of others, the commands 
of God, the example of the Son of God, and to 
the account they must give of their stewardship at 
the last dayl 

Finally, let Christians of every station abound in 
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this good work : — Whatever oar hands, and hearts, 
or our God shall find for us to do, let us do it with 
our might. Let hrotherly love continue till its 
expansion in the heavenly world. Read Joh xxix. 
11 — 16, and compare it with your own conduct. . 
Reflect on the appeal to character hy the Apostle 
John, "Whoso hath this world's good, and seeth 
his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of 
compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God 
in him ?** But "if we love one another, God dwell- 
eth in us, and his love is perfected in us." 

Patrobas. 



FACTS & HINTS FOR MOTHERS' MEETINGS.— No. 2. 

FORCE OF HABIT. 

Those who have observed the power of sympathy 
and the influence of imitation, wfll perceive that an- 
tipathies are the ofiispring of unaccountable caprice. 
Let a child see a frog for the first time in company 
with a person who has no aversion to the species, 
who praises the beauty of its skin, admires its 
motion, and mentions its inofPensiveness with sym- 
pathy and tenderness, the child will be delighted 
with its appearance, and attach to it no more idea of 
disgust than he does to that of a robin redbreast. 
But alter these circumstances, and let him at the 
first sight of a fi*og hear a shriek of terror from his 
mamma, or some female friend, let him see her run 
from it with abhorrence, and hear her mention it 
with disgust, and it is ten to one but the association 
thus formed will remain fixed for life. 

While sitting in a friend's garden in summer, I 
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saw a darling little girl, whose mind had been hap* 
pily preserved from the early dominion of prejudice^ 
busily employed in collecting pebbles (as I thought) 
and putting them in her frock, which she had 
gathered up and held in one hand as a receptacle for 
her treasure. Observing me, she came running 
towards me with a joyhjl countenance: *'See!" 
cried she, " See ! what a number of beautiful crea- 
tures I have got here!" emptying at the same time 
the contents of her lap upon mine — a number of 
large black beetles ! I confess I could have excused 
the present ; nor could I behold the harmless crea- 
tures crawling on me without shuddering. I had, 
however, resolution enough to conceal my sensa- 
tions; and after thanking my little friend for her 
kindness, begged she would replace them in her 
frock, that she might put them down where she had 
found them, so that they might find their way to 
their feunilies. Delighted with the employment in 
which! could not prevail on myself to assist her, 
she soon freed me from my disagreeable companions; 
and while I watched the expression of her animated 
countenance, I could not help reflecting on the in- 
jury I had sustained from that early association 
which could still thus operate upon my mind in de- 
fiaiice of the coptrol of reason. 

Antipathies, — What an unaccountable medley of 
strengUi and weakness is man! Lord Bacon, it is 
said, fell back inanimate at the occurrence of an 
eclipse. The astute and erudite Erasmus was alarmed 
at the sight of an apple. Bayle, the great lexico- 
grapher, swooned at the noise made by some water 
as it escaped, drop by drop, from a tap. Henry of 
France, the third of that name, though he had driven 
his enemies before him at Jamac, trembled, from 
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head to foot, at the sight of a cat. When a hare 
crossed the celehrated Duke d'Epemon's path, hit 
hlood stagnated in his veins. The mascoline minded 
Maiy of Mediois fainted away ¥^enever a nosegay 
was in sight. A shudder overcame the learned 
Scaliger on perceiving cresses. Iven the Second, 
Czar of Moscovy, would faint away on seeing a 
woipan; and Albert, a brave Field Marshal of France, 
Ml insensible to the ground, on discovering a suck- 
ing pig served up at his own table! — Athenaum, 



AN OBJECTION TO PENITENTIARIES CONSIDERED. 

Opposition to any scheme of benevolence is never 
so formidable as when it professes to be grounded 
upon principle. For, in this case, not only are the 
negli^nt and hard-hearted, found among its oppo- 
nents ; but also the kind and the good. There is a 
principle, frequently advanced in opposition to Peni- 
tentiaries, which, if once established, would force 
every conscientious person into the ranks of the 
enemies of these institutions. The principle to which 
we refer is, — ^that " Penitentiaries provide a refu/gefw 
the criminal, and thus give a bounty on the crime " 

Now it will be evident, upon due examination, that 
the above proposition mis-states the object of these 
institutions. It protests indeed, against providing a 
refuge for the criminal; and justly, too, if that 
criminal is disposed to a repetiticm of her crimes. 
But, then, it is no part of the object of these societies 
to give any shelter to the crimiiml when in that state 
of mind. These societies provide an asylum, but to 
whom is it offered ? — ^not so much to the criminal, aa 
to tiie penitent criminal ; not to the guilty, but to those 
who are desirous of wsushing away their guilt, and of 
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escaping from the crimes by which it had been in- 
cnrred. The asylum of these institutions is not a 
resource for the vicious, but a refuge for the contrite. 
It offers to these poor creatures a retreat, not where 
diey may sin, but where they m^y weep ; not where 
they may rear the unblushing front of profligacy, but 
where they may bow the knee of humiliation ; where 
they may plead the merits and the blood of a cruci- 
fied Redeemer, where they may strike upon their 
breasts and say, " God be merci^l to me a sinner !" 
It invites them, not to the abode of luxury and indo* 
lence,but to a retirement where they may "be quiet" 
and " do their own business," and " get their own 
bread," and listen to the tender lessons of reli^n, 
and seek peace with an offended God, through the 
blood of the Lamb. 

This, then, is the proper object of these institu- 
tions. It is not for hardened crimmals, but for hum- 
ble penitents. The Qbjection therefore, as far as 
concerns the designs of Penitentiaries, is utterly with- 
out foundation. 

But let us ask : — ^Is not the principle we are examin- 
ing most strongly opposed to the spirit of the gospel? 

Surely if there is a feature which may be said 
more than any other decidedly to belong. to the 
religion of Jesus, it is that of tenderness to penitent 
sinners, — of mercy to the truly contrite. Recon- 
cfliation with God is the badge of profession 
to the ministers of the Gospel. The inscription 
which waves on their banners^ and is stamped on 
their foreheads, is this : — " We are ambassadors of 
Christ; and beseech you, in Christ's stead, to be 
reconciled unto God." It was to penitents our Lord 
peculiarly addressed himself: "Come unto. me, ye 
that are weary and heavy laden." It was such per- 
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sons whom he considered as the specific objects of 
his mission : " I came to call sinners to repentance." 
Of snch persons he was continually in search : " The 
Son of man came to seek and to save that which was 
lost/' Compassion to the penitent was the pro? 
minent characteristic, was the protruding feature, 
so to speak, of his own life and lessons. It was 
the great jewel which blazed in the very front of his 
crown of thorns. What is the direct aim of the 
objection which we are considering ? It is this, — to 
tear this jewel from the brow of the Redeemer ; or 
if, for oar own safety, it is suffered to shine there, 
yet to take care that not a beam of it be transferred 
to our own character and dealings with the guilty , 
Christ, indeed, may possibly be permilted to en- 
courage your penitence ; or my penitence ; to cheer 
us by the accents of his love, to sprinkle us with 
the sacrifice of his blood, and to clothe us with the 
spotless mantle of his merits. But,*woe be to those 
who catch the spirit of their Master, and who venture 
to lift a penitent ^om the ground, even to place her 
in those arms of the Redeemer- to which we our- 
selves must fly for refuge ! 

We therefore have no hesitation in affirming, that 
this objection to Penitentiaries is repelled by the 
whole spirit and letter of the gospel. Every page and 
syllable of the word of truth condemns it. Every 
minister of religion resists and condemns it, when 
he promulgates the very first principles of his reli- 
gion. The Lord of Life, as he hangs on his cross 
for sinners, condemns it. All — all, unite in exclaim- 
ing, " Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be 
comforted." 

Again, the principle, that we are to beware of 
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giving encouragement to the returning penitent* is 
- wholly nnsoited to the circumstances of man. 

It might be reasonable, in a world as pure as it 
proceeded from the hands of its maker, to adapt 
oar plans and institutions to the circumstances of 
innocent creatures. But is it not the general testi- 
mony of Scripture, that " all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God'' ? that all are guilty, and 
need the pardoning efficacy of a Saviour's blood? 
that all are corrupt, and need the sanctifying influ- 
ence of the Spirit of God ? And although we had 
not the testimony of scripture, is not the fact of the 
£dl, and consequent corruption of man, stamped upon 
, every human being we meet ? is it not written in the 
title-page of our statute-books ? is it not proclaimed 
in the crimes and the groans of our prisoners? 
Banish, then, the principle of tenderness to the 
guilty, of c(mipaBsion to the returning penitent, and 
you may plan institutions for abetter world, but they 
are not fit for this; — ^you may legislate for angeb, but 
you place this world beyond the reach of your con- 
trivances. Such objections in the mouth oi falkm 
ereaturet are as preposterous as though a body of 
criminals should assemble, on the eve of their execu- 
tion, to quench the beam of legislative mercy, to 
quicken the vengeance of the law^ and to arm it with 
more tremendous penalties. No— it is not for 
creatores who, if they are men, are guilty mei>— < 
who, if they q>proach tiiie throne of heaven, must 
approach it by the steps of conbition — ^who, if they 
are saved, must be saved " by grace," by the free and 
unmerited love of God in Christ ; — ^it is not for them 
to rob others of the anchor to which they themselves 
must ding* or perish in the storm of eternal ven^ 
geance. 

D 2 
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And now let us ask^ whether this ol^ectbn is not 
in the highest degree dishonorable to God. We 
are well aware, ^at one of the principal reasons 
why many persons object to any indulgence to those 
who, though they have been guilty, appear to be re- 
turning to God by sincere repentance ; is^— tint our 
hopes erf their reform are ill-founded :-*-they cannot 
believe them to be real penitents; — cannot indulge 
hopes of their raoUcal conversion. And why ? Is 
the task too hard for Grod to melt the hcoxlened 
heart ; — to burst the bonds of corruption ;— to pour 
^e light and heat of region into the dark and cold 
chambers c^ the unconverted soul? Who, then, 
dothed Ahab in sackcloth ? Who humbled the 
proud spirit of Manasseh f Who cast out the devils ; 
or accomplished the stall more arduous task/ of cast- 
ing out the lusts and passions of a Mary Magdalene ? 
Who brought tiie poor guilty woman to tiie feet of a 
Saviour; drew the large tear down her sorrowiii^ 
fece, and filled t^at l^art wit^ the love of a Saviour 
•»-« heart which had hitherto been Idie sty of the 
most impure appetites? And who gave such per-* 
manence to t^iose fedinge of grief, i^ so strength** 
ened and matured file young seed of rdigion in the 
hearts of these <x:)imrts, tiiat they became^-^not the 
mere fugitive hearers^ b«t, die doers of the word ; 
not the self-inteiies(ted fottewers of the Son of God in 
the hour of his sta-eagth, and power, and greatness* 
but the sole attendants of his cross, and tibe tender 
mourners of his tomb? However much mistake 
seems to prevail as to this sulijeot,— -it is beyond 
dispute, that the most sincere contrition, and the 
most complete reform, oftoii, tbroogh tiie mercifal 
interference of Hie Divine Spirit, follow t^ coaa-t 
mission of the grossest offences. Perhaps tiie of* 
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fender has beeft suddenly surprised into sin; find 
when convicted, starts, with horror, to discover the 
rapidity and awfohtess <^ her h]l. Perhaps she has 
been pardy betrayed into sin by the unusual quick- 
ness €^ her feelings ; and those very feelings, in the 
hand of God, take alarm, and yield to the first touch 
of Divine grace on the soul. Add to this, that the 
man living in outward decency, and yet without a 
spark of religion, is not unlikely to be surrounded 
wilii the approbation of the world; and, therefore, 
to find notJung in his drcumstances or condition to 
rouse him to a sense of his danger. But the very 
damomr and disgrace, the hissings of scorn, and the 
tampent- of rri)i]ke, which loUow a gross sin,r- all 
oonsfMre to lessen tiie risks of the offender's forget* 
ting her crime, or underrating its consequences. 
The terrors of her situation are of themselves a salu- 
tary penalty; by ^^lioh an ofiended, yet com- 
passionate God at once punishes the sinner, and 
warns her to '* flee from tiie wrath to come." They 
are ealcnlated to act upon the offender as the " earth- 
quake " upon the jailor of P|iihppi ; aiid often does 
^ gwltj person cast herself i^ the feet of the 
minister of Christ, and in tiie heart*brdDea accents 
of ooKtrition ask, " What imist I do to be saved?" 

But let us not be mistaken. We do not state 
Aese troths as any pi^ative or i^ogy for sin :— ^ 
God forbid! Sin is in every shape detestable to 
Him. But we investigate the influence of various 
orders of sins ; and connder the probabUity of real 
repentance foUownug them. We endeavour to con- 
vinoe the Pharbee, the man of decent, but of irre- 
ligions habits, that his state is more perilous, by far, 
than he conceives it to be. We endeavour to con- 
vince him, thai he has no r^t to despair of the 
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penitence of the poor sinner, whom he would spurn 
from his feet. — We endeavoar to comfort that poor 
sinner with the assurance, that whilst there is life 
there is hope ; that nothing is impossible to .the 
grace of God ; that, though she must not sin, in the 
confidence of repentance and pardon, because that 
would be adding blasphemy to her other oifences ; 
yet, out of the depths of misery into which an has 
plunged her, she may hft up an eye of hope to God ; 
and may confess, and weep, and pray in ^e fond ex- 
pectation, that her prayers and tears will be regis- 
tered in the volume of the Divine remembrance and 
compassion ; that if, through the Saviour, she looks 
humbly to the throne of €rod, she will see the g(dden 
sceptre of his love, outstretched to bid her approach 
and be saved. Such reflections, then, will be suffi- 
cient to convince us, that the objection now under 
notice is in the highest degree dishonorable to Grod. 
However, let us take another view of the matter. 
The objection itself will be found to constitute one 
of the strongest evidences for the necessity of Peni- 
tentiaries. The objection, as we have seen, chiefly 
maintains its authority, in conscientious minds, by 
the aid of two causes : the one is their hatred of sin ; 
and the other their persuasion of the rare occurrence 
of real penitence and reform. But, these two causes, 
if rightly investigated, will be found to furnish the 
strongest reasons for multiplying and extending in- 
stitutions such as these. Pkuse for a moment, and 
ask yourself whether you hate sin. And is the sin, 
connected with our present discussion, and all its 
disgusting and tremendous consequences peculiarly 
terrible to your eyes ? If so, — ^because your enemy 
is strong, will you unchain him ? Because he is 
terrible, will you cast the rein on his nedc ? Because 
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he has power to break all ordinary bonds, will you 
throw away the only one which even pretends to 
bind him ? 

Now» in viewing the vice to which our remark^ 
have more peculiarly referred, we look at it, not in 
the light in which many of your self-called " men of 
good heart'' appear to regard it, — as a simple act of 
somewhat criminal indulgence; — but, in its proper 
deformity, and surround^ with all its tremendous 
results. We look at it as the terror of thousands of 
anxious parents, hanging in fearful suspense over the 
hXe of their children. We look at it — as the savage 
foe of all domestic happiness. We look at it — as 
the murderer of thousands of poor young creatures, 
who perish every year prematurely, disgracefully, in 
anguish and in despair. We look at it — as stained 
wifii the blood and tears of all these, and of multi- 
tudes to whose ruin no eye is a witness but that of 
God. We look at it, moreover — as the enemy 
which follows numbers of those poor lost wretches, 
cut off in sin and impenitence, beyond the grave, to 
the tribunal of God, and deliv»*s in the Kwiul testi- 
mony that plunges their souls into everlasting per- 
dition. 

It is therefore that we rejoice to plead the cause of 
Institutions such as these ; and we warmly entreat 
every Christian, without delay to give his substantial 
aid, his money, his time, his sanction, and his prayers 
— ^to the furtherance of so great an object. 

Do you then, indeed, loathe the sin to which our 
attention is now called ? Then come and help us 
to dear our streets of the incentives to it, — to dry 
up some of the sources of the infection, — ^to dam up 
the tide which threatens to overwhelm all the decen- 
cies and comforts of life. 
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To those who entertain the apfo^kension, thmt 
offenders of this class cannot be brought to real 
repentance, we would say: — ^Will common sense 
allow ns to do less, in proportion as the difficulty of 
the work is greater ? Because some penitence is 
hlse, thaiH we throw away every hope of repentance? 
Because institutions can give no guarantee for the 
sincerity of all their penitents, shall we determine as 
ffu* as in HS lies, to have no penitents at all ? 

In a wcM-d, then, we would most earnestly impress 
vpon you, Huit general decorum, the safety of your 
(^dren and servants, public interest and private 
happiness, manners, morals, religicm, 3^oiir neigb. 
IxHirhood^ yoor coantry-^-aU esqpect and require you 
to do yovr duty in this good cause. I. W. C. * 

THE MAGDALENE. 
(by the latb na. hawkbr.) 
Tbb child of sin and woe, 

Ah! whither shaU I flee? 
To what kind bosom go 
To ten my misery ? 
For none will see, 
But all agree 

To frown on me, — A Magdalene! 
My &ther !— Ah ! no more 

His home or love I know : 
He spom'd me from his door, 
And gave me up to woe ! 
Hell not relent, 
Though penitent 

My li^art is bent, — A Magdalene ! 
The grave ! the only end 

To sorrow's heavy load ! 
Death Is indeed a friend 

* TkU article toiU be publuhed in a few days a$ a Tract, 
It 'may be obtained at HouUten and Stoneman*s, Patemot^ 
ter Row; or at the qgke of the London Female MUeien, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



If ASTIRS AND 8SRVANT8. 63 

To tliem at peace with God : 
But grace must be 
First giv'n and free ;— 
There's none for me, — A Magdalene ! 
I Ve heard of Jesus' name, 
Who on the gospelnlay, 
ReceiTed all that came, 
Nor tum'd a wretch away ! 
Though all forbear, 
Will Jesus hear, 

In earnest prayer,— A Magdalene ? 
Methinks I feel a ray 

Of hope arising round ; 
Some aiigel pohilB the way,-* 
Here's an Asyhun found ! 
What's this I see ? 
And can it be 

luTlting me, — A Magdalene ? 
And will yon, can you take 
A wretch like me within f 
Will you, for Jesus' sake, 
Help me to flee from sin ? 
On, love divine, 
. For grace to shine 
Oh guilt like mine,— A Magdalene ! 
Here, then, in this retreat 

My sotti shall wait and pny ; 
Nor rise from Jesus' feet 
Till shi be put away ! 
Jesus win hear, 
And answer prayer ; 
And say, Lo ! here A Magdalene 1 



MASTERS AND SERVANTS. 
It i« the duty of every master and mistress ever to 
bear in mind that they, by the indulgence of a kind 
Providence, have authority over persons who are, in 
realty only their own fsllow^servants, for they both 
have one common Master in heaven, with whom 
there is no rei^>eet of person8,-*-in whose eyes the 
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soul of the meanest servant is as valuable as that of 
the highest master, — by whom all shall be judged with 
the same impartiality, — by whom the unjust and 
cruel master, as well as the dishonest and disobedient 
servant shall have his portion assigned him with the 
workers of iniquity. It ia the duty, therefore, of 
every master and mistress to point out to their ser- 
vants, both by precept and example, the road to hea- 
ven and happiness. And for their encouragement, God 
hath pledged his word, that they who turn many to 
righteousness, shall shine as the stars for ever and 
ever ; and commended Abraham, saying, " I know 
him, that he will command his children and his house- 
hold after him, that they shall keep the way of the 
Lord." But it is not only your duty as heads of 
families to look after the religious improvement of 
your servants, especially on the Sabbath — it is your 
present interest. Wicked and hypocritical persons, 
may, indeed, use religbn as a cloak, in order to 
deceive you ; but is it not evident that the servant 
who really has the principles of religion impressed 
upon his mind, is found to be honest, faithful, and 
obedient to you, by ties a hiindred-fold strong^ 
than the profligate and the profane ? That servant 
who lives under a constant sense that he acts, at all 
times, under the eye of Him to whom he must soon 
give in his final account, must feel himself bound by 
ties ten thousand times stronger, to act with honesty, 
faithfulness and obedience in your service, than one 
whose profiEUie and profligate conduct prove that he 
has not the fear of God before his eyes. What is it 
which makes bad servants or dishonest men in any 
station ? It is just the want of a true sense of reli- 
gion. And the master who disregards the religious 
principles of Ms servants, sets an irreligious example 
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in word or deed, before them, or encourages, in any 
way, irreligious conduct in them, not only sins hein- 
ously against God, but with most strange infatuation 
acts powerfully against his own present interest, and 
the interest of society around him. Remember it is in 
the power of your servant to act for or against your 
interest in a thousand different ways, to which the 
law of the land cannot reach, either to force him so 
to act, or to punish him for neglecting it, but which 
the law of a pious and well informed conscience only 
can effect. And this state of conscience can be wrought 
in man in no other way but by having a deep sense 
of religion habitually impressed upon the mind. Is 
it not, then> a thing most desirable to every master, 
to have truly religious servants ? And how unwise, 
as well as sinful, is it for -a master to show his servant 
that be wilfully violates and disregards the laws of 
Grod, his own Master in heaven, who has a thousand- 
fold better right to a master's obedience than he can 
have to that of his servant. From such a master his 
servant will soon learn to disregard all dtty farther 
than the law of the land can bind him. But what is 
stDl more lamentable, the service of such a master 
becomes a nursery for the worst of servants and the 
most unprincipled of men ; and he sends out, perhaps 
every six months, a race poisoned by his example, 
totally unfit to serve in any family who wish to live 
in the fear of God, and to treat their servants with 
Christian kindness. Indeed, there is too much ground 
to suspect that the profligate insubordination and 
refractory discontent so common among us, is, in a 
great measure, the fruit of that imholy example and 
open disregard of religion which many of the higher 
and middle ranks so unwisely and sinfully show. — 
Scottish Christian Herald, 
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LESSONS FROM THE BOOK OF NATURE. 

WHITE FROST. 

The operations of Nature are for the most part silent 
and unseen. It is true God's voice is he£u*d in the 
tempest, and his arrows of destruction are seen in the 
lightning : 

" His voice sublime is heard afar, 

In distant peals it dies. 
He yokes the whirlwinds to his car, 

And sweeps the howling skies." 

Generally, however, the changes in the region of 
Nature are so gradual that the eye cannot mark their 
progress ; so silent that the ear catches no sound 
of their approach. Contrast this with the workings 
of man. Widi how much noise and labour the works 
of the loom are wrought ; with what toil and dif- 
ficulty the lofty building is erected ; whilst the rich 
carpet of the earth is spread without a sound, and 
the aisles of the forest noiselessly arched ! To many 
of these great changes, — ^to the succession of the sea- 
sons, and to the alternations of day and night, and 
the like, — we are so much accustomed, that they 
can scarcely engage our thoughts; and yet how 
wonderful is the resurrection now taking place in 
the vegetable world ! how striking the full perfection 
of summer ; how touching the decline of autumn ; 
how full of warning the dearth of winter ! Nor less 
fraught with instruction is the gloom that veils the 
material world from our sight, and the Ught that 
again reveals it to us : — 

" Contemplate when the smi declines, 

Thy death, with deep reflection ; 
And when his morning splendour shines-^ 

The day of resurrection." 
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But as regards the lessons of Nature, we too often 
• incur the prophet's reproach, " Israel doth not know, 
my people doth not consider." One of the most 
beautiful scenes which Nature offers for our contem- 
plation,— one of her most sudden changes, — one of 
the most transient of her pictures, is the effect pro-' 
duced by the white or hoar frost. Tlie evening closes 
on a landscape shrouded in mist ; but the morning 
sun beholds it arrayed in a delicate and sparkling 
drapery ; the work has been dope completely ; every 
blade of grass has a fringe of silver, every twig is 
sparkling ; the dead leaf in the pathway is decorated 
no less than the stately cedar, — ^the majestic oak,— 
the glistening holly berry, — and the spotless snow- 
drop. This completeness, this perfection, ag^n 
arouses thoughts of the unfinished performances, the 
imperfect schemes of man, and calls loudly for an at- 
tentive ear whilst God is preached to us through his 
marvellous works. If we have indeed heard this 
call, and given heed to this lesson, let it not fEtde 
from our remembrance, even as the beautiful white 
frost flies before the sun, — but rather may we 
habitually discern God in creation, and thus seeing 
and feeling his presence every where, walk circum- 
spectly as in his sight. ** For the Lord loveth the 
thing that is right; he forsaketh not his that be 
godly, but they are preserved for ever." L. N. 



HINTS FOR REFLECTION.— No. 2. 

With children, a vigilant superintendence is re- 
quired, but not a frequent interference. 

The first step towards a woman's humility, eeems 
to require a repentance of education. 
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It is not only because the ground is occurs^, but 
because it is neglected, that it bears thorns. 

Tlie next best thing to being in the right is 
frankly to acknowledge being in the wrong. 

Those who have nothing to give can often afford 
relief to others by imparting what they feel. 

Purity, like the refreshing rose, sheds a fragrance 
peculiarly its own, over our whole conversation ; 
and, like that lovely flower, leaves its retiring scent 
when we are gone. 

The less notice we take of the unkindness and 
injuries that are done us, the more we consult the 
quiet of our own minds. ' 

Household affairs ought insensibly to glide along, 
and represent a still current without noise or wave. 



SOCIALISM. 

From the Journal of an Agent of the " Leeds Town Mission.'* 

*' VisiTBD a fieunily, both the man and his wife, infidels. 
I asked if they were making any preparation for an- 
other world. The man said, ' It is bad enough if it 
is worse than this one ; but we can't tell how it is, 
for no one has come back to tell us.' ' The Bible, 
God's word,' said I, * has told us' He and his wife 
in one breath retorted, ^ The Bible tells queerer tales 
than that : there's plenty of lies and contradictions 
in it.' ' Can you read the Bible ?' * No ; neither 
on U8 /* ' Then, how can you tell ?* * Why, we 
have heard chaps that can read, say so.' 

" A young man, a professed Socialist, began to talk 
of the contradictions of the Bible. I asked him to 
point out some. He tried to evade it. I pressed 
him, — when he acknowledged he could not read a 
syllable ! " 
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A HYMN FOR THE LOYAL. 

** Long live Victoria! 
Long live Victoria ; 

Our friend and Queen. 
BleBB'd in her happy choice, 
Britons will all rejoice, 
All sing with heart and voice, 

God save the Queen ! 

" Long may this brilliant gem 
Shine in her diadem — 

Qod save the Queen ! 
Let Britain's lion move, 
Led by the gentle dove. 
Emblem of peace and love— 
Ood save the Queen ! 
" Great King of kings look down, 
Bless our dear Monarch's crown, 

God save the Queen ! 
Long may great Brunswick's line. 
Guarded by power divine. 
In peace and glory shine- 
God save the Queen ! 

*' God save the brave and fair! 
Long bless the royal pair— 

Our Prince and Queen ! 
Both root and branch defend ; 
Prove still Great Britain's friend ; 
Far may their race extend— 
God save the Queen ! " 



XnteUigirnrc Bepmrlmetil* 

Asylum far Penitent Females, in connexion loith the EpiS' 

eopal Chapel, Upper Baggot Street, Dublin. 
The calling of this Institution into being, was one of the 
earliest fruits of the DubUn City Mission; it was established 
imder the following circumstances : — 

One of the Agents of the Mission having met a female in 
Dame-street, whom he found not unwilling to quit a course 
of sin, and 6nter an asylum, made every exertion to procure 
her admittance into one of tiie existing institutions, but from 
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their crowded state, his endeayours proved fruitless. The 
inquiry then came as to what was to be done ? Mr. Nasmith's 
reply- was simple, namely, to oi>en another Institution, assured 
that if only one individual were rescued from sinful courses 
to embrace the Saviour, ample would be the reward for all 
the labour. Having spent the evening with some friends, he 
stated the want which existed, and urged a lady present very 
strongly to embark in the work, but he received from her an 
absolute refusal, on the ground of her unwillingness to have 
any thing to do with persons of that class. Before the even- 
ing closed, this object with others was commended in prayer 
to Gk»d. On the following morning before Mr. Nasmith left 
his home, he received an early visit from the lady alluded to, 
who expressed her regret at having treated his request with 
so much coldness, stated to him that it had occupied much of 
,her thoughts during the night, and in fact that she was then 
willing and ready to do whatever he desired. <' Go then," he 

replied, " and seek for Mr. , the Agent, and take a house, 

that this creature may be sheltered from an evil and heartless 
world.*' This advice was so far followed that immediately 
Mrs. — ^ and the Agent went in search of a house, and find- 
ing one near the Canal-bridge, at Harold's-cross, they sought 
out the proprietor, who kept a public-house in the neighlxmr- 
hood, and after some negotiations the terms were agreed on : 
the house was to cost about £20 per annum, and he was to 

perfect some repairs. Mrs. ' observed, that it would be 

most suitable to seal this contract by seeking God's blessing 
upon the work, and addressing herself to the Agent she said, 
" You will pray, if you please :" the landlord at this moment 
urged that he was a Roman Catholic ; the lady observed, that 
was no matter, as Roman Catholics needed prayer as much 

as Protestants, and continued, " Mr. , you will please to 

pray : " again the landlord urged that having the gout he could 
not kneel down ; the lady observed it was not necessary to 
kneel if there was any imx>ediment to his so doing, and again 

said, " Mr. ;-, you will please to pray." In the course of the 

prayer, a blessing was asked for' on this man's family, and 
especially on his daughters, that they might be brought up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord. The poor man 
could not refrain from saying aloud, " that's right," " that's 
good," " God will bless you ;" and on the prayer being ended, 
he shook the Agent cordially by the hand, saying, *' he was 
obliged to him, that he would give the keys of the house to 
him and nobody else." The Agent stated, '< that the lady was 
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the tenant, and that the keys should be gi?en to her ; " but 
the poor man said, **NolI will give them to you, and nobody 
else." Accordingly possession was taken of the house, and 
it was speedily filled with inmates. The Asylum was con- 
tinued in this house for nearly two years, when it was re- 
moved to the Canal bank at Upper Bag^ot Street Bridge, 
from whence it was moved to its present locality on the erec- 
tion of the Episcopal Chapel, with the Asylum attached. 

It win easily be belicTed, that the blessings flowing from 
this single act — ^the planting as it were of this single acorn — 
can never be fully estunated in Time; but Btssnitt will 
reveal it. 

It is an interesting fact, that this Roman Catholic man 
procured access for the Agent into a court where he had a 
number of tenants, and even authorised him, if the people 
treated him with rudeness, to state that he had his permission 
and authority to speak with them. 

THE PASTOR'S WIFE~siEKING TO DO GOOD 
TO MOTHERS. 

My Dbar — '• — , 

I am sure you will feel pleased to hear that we now 
have formed a " Maternal Association'! in our viL- 
lage. 

You know that for a long time it was my 
earnest desire to form the mothers into a little hand. 
— At first, I met with but shght encouragement. 
At length however, I determined, with the blessing 
of God, to make a beginning, even if we were only 
two or three ; feeling that even then we should be 
within the promise. — I therefore went around to 
many mothers ; I do believe that the Lord went be- 
fore me, for all seemed prepared to exert themselves, 
and hailed the plan with gladness.; — ^At our first 
meeting v^e were twenty-nine in number. Many 
more would have been there had they not been 
unavoidably prevented. — Next Friday, should it 
please God, we shall have our second meeting. I 
have also the pleasure of acquainting you, that out of 
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iwr maternal meeting has arisen a prayer-meeting 
after the example of our American sisters. It is 
held at a friend's house every Thursday evening. 
We have four prayers ; — read several portions of God's 
word ; and the meeting occupies an hour. Old and 
young, I am happy to say, seem to be awakened; and 
a spirit of prayer is poured oiit upon all. We have no 
less than three prayer-meetings on the Sabbath, and 
sometimes three in the wec^. Give us, my dear 
friend, an interest in your prayers, that we may see 
yet greater thmgs than these. 



HINTS ON DOMESTIC ECONOMY.— No. 3. 
Hardening the Conttitution,— The visible effects of cold 
are seldom instantaneous. It produces its morbid changes 
on the constitution insidiously and slowly ; and, when for &e 
first time they become apparent, they are often beyond the 
reach of any remedy. And the only true remedy is pre- 
caution ; that is always safest, and might almost always be 
certain. Warm clothing, and a moderately warm apart- 
ment, comprehend the two points which it is essential to 
observe. On the change of season*— as soon as autumn ap- 
proaches, before winter comes,— every one should adopt a 
clothing warm in proportion to the cold that may set in. 
The common practice of postponing this change, with a view 
of hardening the constitution, is highly dangerous. Many a 
youth has never lived to see manhood, i>ecause he would re- 
serve warm clothing to his old age. It seems to be a faney^ 
prevalent among young people, that it does not become them 
to wear warm clothing in cold weather. Various diseases 
that cut life short are t^e constant fruits of their folly. And 
in the female especially, in whom the skin is so much more 
va^ular, delicate, and sensitive ; whose circulation partakes 
so much more of the external character ; who is, therefore, 
80 much more sensible to cold, and so much less capable of 
resisting it, aJl these precautions are necessary in a tenfold 
degree. Yet it is the custom among women to clothe them- 
selves warmly during the morning and the day, and at night 
to put on a dress thinner and lighter, to expose the neck, the 
bosom, and the arms ; and then they wonder that they are 
feeble and delicate — that is, diseased ; and that the beautiful, 
especially, in whom the skin is always exquisitely vascular, so 
often become the prey oCconsomptlon. 
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THB NECESSITY OF FEMALE PENITENTIARIES. 

To wipe away all tears from all eyes, is a task too 
hard for mortals; but, to relieve misery is often 
within the most limited power. — Yet, are not daily 
opportunities of relie^ng the most wretched, over- 
looked by indolence and inhumanity ? 

Could we tear away the veil which many unhappy 
females are compelled to wear, we might often dis- 
cover a soul struggling to be free from the chains 
of vicious habit ; we might behold a being, not 
only in corporeal, but, mental anguish; not only 
miserable in what it is, but, from the remembrance 
of what it was ; alas ! — deprived of every social 
and relative privilege ; — a wretched female, unable 
to attach a single creature unlike herself to her inter- 
est. — Into what bosom can she breathe the sigh of 
contrition? Her tears must not mingle with the 
generous waters of sympathy; — in- solitude they 
must wash the stain ; for there is no h^art ^hich 
they can awaken to compassion. 

The following narrative was fumishect by a lady 
residing in the country. And though painful ii) the 
extreme, and calculated to awaken feelings of com- 
passion in every benevolent mind, yet is there 

VoIm hi. b 
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scarcely a populous town or city in England where 
cases of female degradation, desertion and misery, are 
not of frequent occurrence. The particulars are as 
follows : — 

** l^was, a few years ago, upon a visit in an obscure 
village, not far from a large city in the west of 
fki^and, when some impressive reports, which 
agitated tliis little state, excited my inquiry, and de- 
manded my serious attention. I soon found that I 
must be active ; and accordingly, hastened, to a 
place of wretchedness. I there saw, stretched upon 
a lock of straw, a female, whose early form and beauty 
might have occasioned in an observer, feelings not 
painful to himself, nor degrading to her. Poor girl I 
—as a servant, she was idle and vain; and at 
length, she entered upon a career (rf viqe in the 
ijeighbouring city. Her career, however, was not 
long. Poverty stripped her back, and disease attacked 
her vitals. Deserted and apparently dying, she was 
returning to her native village ; when her increasing 
disorder arrested her steps, and she dropped, almost 
lifeless, under the cover of a hedge. Here, manjr 
hours elapsed without bringing her any observer. — 
When the sun sank in peace, it formed a sad contrast 
i;rith her spirit sinking in tumult a;nd distraction. 
When the shadows of evening passed on, they chiDed 
the principle of life, and seemed to announce the 
pight of death. 

"In this deplorable situation a carrier found her, 
lifted her half-animated body, ^d conveyed it where 
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every thing, bat the curses of the inhabitants, wonld 
have taught you to believe, that they were human 
dwellings. At this late hour she was carried from 
door to door, only to be loaded vnth execrations and 
assailed by threats. Nature was no longer her 
friend. Her parents and relations were equally in- 
human ; and, that night, she must have perished ; 
had not an old woman* given' her that comer in a 
hovel which she occupied when I saw her ; — ^ hovel, 
that had no floor but the earth — no bed but a pallet 
of straw. — I saw her ; she bloomed, — ^but it was the 
hectic flush ; her eyes sparkled, — not with wanton- 
ness of vivacity, — but anxiety and pain; she coughed, 
— ^but the exertion overcame her» the pain distressed 
her, and the sound — to me — wais the language of 
the tomb. 

"1 was grieved for her soul. — I did not forget ^ 
that this miserable hut. — this putnfying tabemade 
contakied an immortal spirit, — the heir of eternal life 
or deaUi; and perhaps the purchase of the Re- 
deemer's blood. Before I entered, I heard her bitter 
cries and her hollow groans ; and I soon perceived 
that she was the subject of powerful convictions. 
Her bosom was agitated with remorse. Recollection 
presented, and faithfully recorded every gradation of 
s'm, — not only the actions but tbe progressions of 
her thbughts ; while guilt overwhelmed . her with 
shame and despair. The prospect of eternity, was 
constancy before her eyes, covered with the thickest 
gloQia; wmd if, for a moment, a beam.of hope lighted 
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it up, it fled, to make the darkness of despair more 
terrible. 

" I did all I could to calm and compose ber spirits. 
I conversed with her for some time, faithfully and 
affectionately ; and she warmly expressed her grati- 
tude to me for my kindness. I endeavoured to teach 
her to discriminate between the fear of punishment 
and a dislike to its cause ; and left her in this em- 
ployment, during the night, when her only com- 
panion was the candle which lighted her comfort- 
less resting place. 

"I repeated my visits, and found that her mind 
gradually assumed a firmer tone ; — ^that hope began 
to break in upon her prospects ; — and, that acquies- 
cence in the direction of Grod, and detestation of 
ber conduct and herself, were prominent and habitual 
tempers. The parish authorities of the place in 
which she was, would not afford her any reUef. At 
length, however, she wai removed to a town where 
she could have a room, and that attention which 
her case demanded. 

" Subsequently, I visited her; and still hoped, that 

the impressions made upon her mind were salutary 

and supernatural; but, ah! with returning health, 

who can say, what symptoms may revive I Where 

is a Penitentiary to be found ? — where, an Asylum ? " 

M J ♦ ♦ ♦ »» 

By the blessing of Divine Providence, such Asy- 
lums are now instituted both in town and country. 
Their object is to bring back the lost wanderer into 
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the light of trath, the path of virtue, and the comfort 
of heavenly peace. It is a great and holy design. 
But the permanence and increase of sach Institutions 
depend upon the co-operation and assistance of those 
individuals, whom God has hlessed with the means. 

It were no difficult undertaking to enumerate 
adequate motives, — ^to find convincing arguments 
lor rescuing these unhappy creatures from the abyss 
of misery into which they have fallen. A moments 
reflection — ^and a crowd of considerations im- 
mediately presents itself to our view. 

Against what class of criminals, let us ask, is the 
hand of vengeance so heavy Banished from society, 
and avoided by the light, they are compelled to per- 
severe in the accumulation of guilt; and must be 
miserable, because they cannot be virtuous. 

The character who has abused confidence to the 
ruin of the honest, or who lives professedly on the 
fruits of anothers labour, we frequently screen from 
justice, rescae from suffering, and even afford op- 
portunities of regaining reputation. 

The libertine, the villain who has seduced the sim- 
ple and incautious female from the dignity of public 
respect, — ^him we trust with our dearest treasures ; 
him we may adopt as our greatest cQmfort. His 
crime receives an apologising epithet ; while, in the 
virtuous husband and the fond parent, the debauchee, 
the monster, is forgotten. 

How different is the fate of the unhappy victim of 
lawless passion ! To what shelter can she fly ? — Only 
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to the arms of her betrayer ; which, perhaps, are no 
longer open to receive her. And then, how quick 
must be the transition from deluded virtue to shame- 
less guilt, — ^from shameless guilt to hopeleds wretch- 
edness ! Despised and forsaken with anguish she 
curses the form she is compeUed to caress, and viewing 
the world her enemy she goes forth to ruin all whom 
she can allure. The tenderness which her sex 
inspires, and the respect which her sex demainds, are 
equally forgotten. 

Surely, then, the weakness of the female character, 
should ensure the protection — ^not the persecution 
of society. Surely, the imperfections which attach 
to the female character, to which one and all that can 
tend to soothe the cares, or to refine the joys of life, 
should be rather lost in the general excellence, than 
viewed through the microscopic eye of malevolence. 
Surely, individual distress ought to affect the heart ; 
and ought to be relieved. It cannot be doubted, 
tb&i thousands follow this wretched course of life 
with shame, horror, and regret; but, where have 
they to hope for refuge, except in an Asylum ? 

Now, as members of society, should not even 
pohcy stimulate us to lessen the number of its sab- 
verters ? What greater enemy has a happy and well 
regulated society, than vice? And of vice, what 
species is so powerful and so prolific as that which 
is the principle of all this consequent depravity ? 

To prevent evil, is the great end of a good govern- 
ment ; and the end for which vigilance, society, and 
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regulation are properly employed. Thos^ whom 
passion or interest have already depraved, have* a 
claim on compassion from beings equally fallible and 
frail with themselves. To prevent the increase of this 
deplorable multitude, is a consideration certainly the 
most pressing ; and . both these objects will be at 
least partially accomplished by the establishdient of 
Female Penitentiaries. 

Let each individual, then, come forward to pro- 
mote and secure these invaluable designs. Let the 
patriot who loves his country and desires its pros- 
perity ; let the parent who is anxious that hie chil- 
dren should be preserved from the ways of the de- 
stroyer; let Christians of every name who pray 
"that the Saviour's kingdom may come;" let all, 
by their money, their influence, and their prayers, 
assist a design so greatly in accordance with His 
mind who came " to call sinners to repentance," and 
so eminently calculated to promote that rigbteous- 
ness which exalteth a nation. 



THE LOKD^S ARM IS NOt BHORTENED THAt IT 
CANNOT SAVE. 

TsK Lord's promise to his Church is, that no weapon 
formed against her shall prosper; and though He 
frequently allows the machinations of her enemies 
for a time in appearance to succeed, it is duly in such 
measure as he sees necessary for her purification and 
the trial of her faith. *' Behold," he says, ** I have 
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ehosen thee in the furnace of affiiction." With thi» 
clue, the study of history becomes a most useful and 
important branch of Christian education. The chil- 
dren of Israel were delivered, *' That all the world 
might kuow that the Lord he is God," and the Gk>d 
and protector of his people. And this great design 
has been repeatedly exhibited in the deliverance of 
His Church, in times of difficulty and danger. 

The fottewing facts from the history of the Mor»- 
vian aud Bohemian Christians, illustrate the truth of 
our text, and show that the Lord is as able and wil- 
ling now to save his people as he was upwards f>f 
3000. years ago, when of the depths of the sea he 
made a way for his ransomed to pass over. These 
Christians were the spiritual descendants of the- 
Martyr John Huss. In 1506 their enemies endea- 
voured to obtain an order from the king of Bohemia, 
for the persecution of this inoffensive people ; and 
finding him very unwilling to grant it, endeavoured 
to frighten him, by prophesying the death of his 
queen, who was then pregnant, if he refused to 
extinguish the heresy, as they termed the worship 
of these simple Christians. Terrified by these threats, 
the king passed the decree, at the same time hum- 
bling himself before the Lord, he implored forgive- 
ness for himself, and protection for the persecuted 
Churches ; his prayer was heard, but in a different 
way to what he expected ; — His queen died in her 
confinement, and the persecuting edict 'was revoked. 

Two years after, the attempt against these Chris- 
tians was renewed vnthout success, but in 1510 
the intrigues of their enemies appeared to prevail ; 
the Chancellor of Bohemia obtained from the Diet, 
which was then sitting, an order for their extirpation ; 
but " the Lord who sitteth in heaven laughed him to 
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aeorn, the most highest had him in derision.*' While 
Tisiting a friend, on his return from the Diet, he^ 
boasted that the order had heen carried ummmunufy, 
and turning to Simon his attendant, who was one of 
the brethren, asked him what could now b^ said 
•gainst it. Simon, denied that unanimous consent 
had been obtained ; the Chancellor, in a rage, in- 
ijuired who dared to oppose the commands of the 
assembled princes of the empire. Simon boldly 
pointed upwards, saying. "There is One on high 
who will prevent the execution of your designs unless 
he sees fit to give them his sanction." li^e Chan- 
cellor then struck the table with his fist, exclaiming, 
" As certainly as I reach home in safety you shall 
see the execution of the edict." He reached home, 
but not before he had been seized with inflammation 
in the legs, of which in a few da3rs he died. The 
Bishop of Hungary, his colleague in this work of 
Satan, about the same time, received a mortal wound 
while alighting from his carriage. 

The sudden death of these enemies of the Gospel 
alarmed numbers of opposers; the order for the 
persecution was far from being generally obeyed ; 
and a proverbial saying arose, that if any one was 
weary of life he had only to attack the brethren. 

While recounting the many interferences of the 
Lord in behalf of lus Church, one feels it almost im- 
possible to stop, for similar instances readily occur to 
the mind, and. make us exclaim, " Happy are the 
people that have the Lord for then: God." I cannot 
however close this pa{{er without mentioning another 
fact of the same kind. 

This favoured people in 1564 obtamed from the 
Emperor Maximilian IL permission to open their 
diurches and worship God unmolested. Many who 

■ 2 
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had been banished, or had gone into voluntary exile 
to escape persecution, gladly returned, and their 
affairs began- to assume a more promising aspect. 
— ^but their restless enemies soon found a pre- 
text to molest them ag^in. and headed by the 
Chancellor some of the most vbrulent repaired to 
Vienna, where by misrepresentations, they prevailed 
on the Emperor to sign an order for suspending 
their privileges and renewing the persecution. But 
the Lord again protected his people. Rejoicing in 
his success the Chancellor started for Bohemia, 
cwrrying with him the cruel edict ; but, ere he had 
quitted Vienna, he was arrested; and the bridge 
over the Danube, at the gates of the city, giving 
way, himself and his followers were precipitated into 
the stream. A young man endeavouring to save 
himself by swimming has horse across the river, saw 
the Chancellor in the water, and succeeded in seizing 
«ad holding him till some fishermen came to his 
assistance ; they however could only bring his life- 
less corpse to the shore. The case containing the 
edict was lost in the stream The young man who 
had been saved, united himself with those ^^lom the 
Lord had thus protected, and he lived among the 
Moravians to an advanced age. Does not the Lord 
appear equally for his people and his Church now ? 
In answering this question we must remember, that 
as they were not all Israel that were ©f Israel, so 
now all are not of the Church of Christ who call 
him Lord, Lord. His sheep are those who hear 
his voice and follow him amid persecutions and 
reproaches, standing apart from all evil, and esteem- 
ing his reproach greater honour than the applause of 
men. If our eyes were opened, around such we 
should see, horses and chariots of fire ; for thus saitb 
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the Lord, " The mountaine shall depart, and the 
hiJIs be removed, but iny kindnesa shall not depart 
from me, nor the covenant of my peace.be removed/' 
and that covenant is declared by our Lord himself, 
"to be the eternal safety of his people." H. C. 



THE MANIAC. 

(From PoUocVa CourBe qf Time.) 

This one example, one of female wo. 
Loved by a father and a mother's love, 
la rural peace she lived, so fair, so light 
Of hearty so good, and young, that reason, scarce, 
The eye could credit, but would doubt, as she 
Did stoop to pull the lily or the rose 
From morning's dew, if it reality 
Of flesh and blood, or holy vision, saw. 
In imagery of perfect womanhood. 
' But short her bloom, her happiness was short. 
One saw her loveliness, and with desire 
Unhallowed, burning to her ear addressed 
Dishonest words : '< Her favour was his life, 
His heaven ; her frown his wo, his night, his death." 
With turgid phrase thus wove in flattery's loom, 
He on her womanish nature won, and age 
Suspiciousless ; and ruined, and forsook : 
For he a chosen villian was at heart. 
And capable of deeds that durst not seek 
Repentance. Soon her father saw her shame ; 
His heart grew stone, he drove her forth to want, 
And wintry winds, and with a horrid curse 
Pursued her ear, forbidding all return. 
Upon a hoary cliff that watched the sea, 
Her babe was found — dead. On its little cheek, 
Tiie tear that nature bade it weep, had turned 
An ice-drop, sparkling in the morning beam ; 
And to the turf its helpless hands were frozen. 
For she, the woful mother, had gone mad, 
And laid it down, regardless of its fate, 
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And of her own. ' Yet had she many days 
Of sorrow in the world, bat never wept.. 
She lived on alms, and carried in her hand 
Some withered stalks she gathered in the spring. 
When any asked the canse, she smiled and said, 
They were her sisters, and would come and watch 
Her grave when she was dead. She never spoke 
Of her deceiver, father, mother, home, 
Or child, or heaven, or hell, or God ; but still 
In lonely places walked, and ever gazed 
Upon the withered stalks, ^nd talked to them; 
Till wasted to the shadow of her yooth, 
With wo too wide to see beyond, she died — 
Not nnatoned for by imputed blood, 
Nor by the Spirit that mysterious works 
Unsanctified. Aloud, her father cursed. 
That day, his guilty pride, which would not own 
A daughter whom the God of heaven and earth 
Was not ashamed to call his own; and he 
Who ruined her, read from her holy look, 
- That pierced him with perdition manifold, 
His sentencf burning with vindictive fire. 



LESSONS FROM THE BOOK OF NATURE. 

8PBINO FLOWERg. 

Thb mildness which prevailed duripg the first weeks 
of the present year, called the Spring flowers from 
their ^irthy hed, swelling the leaf-buds of the trees 
and shrubs, till they seemed ready to burst into foli- 
age long before the usual time of their unfolding ; 
but the weatlier was then generally wet and gloomy, 
and its mildness awoke not the pleasurable sensations 
always experienced at the return of spring. The 
crocus wore a sickly hue, without the warm sun to 
brighten and expand its petals. . The snow-drop 
appeared to droop beneath the weight of the humid 
atmosphere, and the mezereon opened slowly, bud 
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after bad of her " blushing wreaths," as if she cared 
not "to please"* in such ungenial weather. For 
myself, although welcoming with delight the first 
treasures of the garden, I was content to admire 
them within doors, and leave their home unvisited 
until brighter days. ' At length the rain and the 
dnlness departed, and frost and sunshine tempting 
me to dry and sunny paths, I Commenced a series of 
visits to my fGivourites. 

The first step beyond the garden door-reminded 
me that a year had passed away since I had last 
trodden these paths. Absence from home, and the 
uninviting state of things, since my return, had 
made me a stranger to my favourite haunt, 1 
looked on the crocuses glowing beneath the bright 
sun, and the poet's dream seemed scarcely an illusion. 

" And *ti8 my faith that every flower, 
Enjoys the air it breathes." 

My glance then fell on the delicate snow-drops, 
whose graceful pendant flowers formed a lovely con- 
trast to their brilliant neighbours. Just so did they 
look, when I left them last year ; and now they were 
again blooming in renewed ft'eshness and beauty. 
As year succeeds to year their strength fails not, nor 
does their loveliness grow dim, but how different is 
it with man, each year beholds some change wrought 
in him. The strong become weak, beauty fades, and 
sorrow no less than time does its marring work : but 
the air was chill, and as I hastened my steps, fresh 
objects turned the current of my thoughts, from the 
review I was taking of the changes, trials, and mer- 
cies of the last twelve months. 

* The H ezereon is the emblem of " a desire to please." 
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I found the leaves of the honey-suckle fully opened, 
and imagination pictured the hedges clothed in 
summer's green, and hung with wreathes of, its 
sweet blossoms, mingled with those of the wild rose. 
Great is our privilege of recalling the various pic- 
tures of nature. The domain of thought is bound- 
less; and we may in this sense exclaim with Sir 
Henry Wotton, " My mind to me a kingdom is." 
Confined to a solitary room, we may in imagina- 
tion gaze on groves and fields. A few steps on- 
ward, and these reflections were chased by a tuft 
of blue hepaticas nipped by the frost, I fancied them 
as they must have appeared a day or two before, bright 
and flourishing, and sighed to see every blossom 
withered and bent towards the earth, by the severity 
of the recent cold : and as I gazed on their untimely 
destruction, I accepted them as emblems of our own 
fragile natures : and mused on the impressive words, 
" In the midst of life we are in death." True as 
touching ! we are indeed alike surrounded by the 
living and the dead. Contrasts of amazing im- 
port, yet oft regarded with indifference. Careless 
childhood sports amid the church-yard graves, and, 
not less thoughtless manhood hears of death, — sees 
it at his door, and gives his attention notwithstanding 
wholly to the cares and pleasures of life! which 
" endure but for a moment," whilst death seals his 
fete for eternity ! May we so live that " to die may 
be gain ; " so die that we may live for ever in 
heaven ! 

The circuit of the garden was now made, and as 
I re-entered the house, I felt this lesson of the 
" spring flowers " would not soon depart from my 
remembrance. 

L.N. 
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THE FIRST SERVANT. 

Much of domestic comfort depends on the condact 
and management of servants. It is especially im- 
portant, that the yoong female just commencing 
hoosekeeping should start wdl in this respect. If 
she engage a trusty and experienced servant, it will 
be her duty and her wisdom to treat her with due 
respect, consideration, and confidence ; but at the 
same time to guard against surrendering the supre- 
macy which is justly and beneficially placed in her 
own hands. Tliis will be maintained, not by arbi- 
trary and capricious requirement, nor by haughty 
displays of consequence, but by a calm and dignified 
deportment ^e will make it appear that she knows 
her own place, and expects the servant to know her's 
also, and when that is the case she is satisfied. She 
should also be sedulously diligent in observing and 
acquiring information and experience, that in case o£ 
a change, she may be qualified to direct the move- 
ments of a successor, who may not prove so expert 
or so trustworthy. 

Eliza, on her marriage, engaged a young servant. 
Both mistress and servant were inexperienced and 
thoughtless, and the consumption and destruction of 
a few months was really alarming. The bills for 
butcher's meat, poultry, and grocery, exceeded those 
of the parents on either side, although the family 
was not half as large. Already several articles of 
the best dinner set were broken by being set down 
to the cat, or carelessly placed on the edge of a table, 
or cracked by putting in the hot oven : the damask 
table-linen was discoloured and stained; a silver spoon 
was missing, supposed to have been thrown down 
the drain ; the polished fiire-irons were rusted ; and 
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the general aspect of the house and its farnitnre was 
that of waste and dilapidation. 

At the suggestion of the parents, the young ser- 
vant was dismissed ; for it was feared that Eliza 
wanted energy as well as experience to correct what 
was amiss. Under a different mistress, her had ha- 
hits, which were not inveterate, were gradually cured, 
and she became in time a valuable servant. 

The two mothers, who both, paid a visit to the 
young couple, exerted themselves in once more get- 
ting, all in order, and engaged a servant well recom- 
mended for aptitude, fidelity, and frugality. She^ 
proved herself just what she had been represented, 
thoroughly conversant with every kind of household- 
business, remarkably notable, good-managing, and 
frugal, and taking real pleasure in preserving and 
beautifying everything committed to her care. The 
disposition of her mistress to lavish expenditure often 
met a check : — " O dear, ma*am, why should we 
take a penny-worth of milk, when a hal^enny- worth 
is quite as much as we shall use ? — Why should but- 
ter be used for such or such a purpose, when lard or 
dripping will answer just as well ? — Why should we 
buy gravy-meat, while we have plenty of bones and 
trimmings ? — ^We want some iron spoons to ' save 
using silver in the kitchen, and a few common arti- 
cles of crockery to save the best china and glass. — 
We need not have a ft-esh joint to-day, there is plenty 
remaining of yesterday, and I am sure you will like 
it nicely hashed and fricassed. — It is a pity to use 
good clothes for such or such a purpose. — Will you 
let me have some coarse hempen or tow ^ " 

The young mistress smiled at these petty sayings ; 
but was quite willing to let Sarah take her own ways, 
especially as everything was done in a nice, n^. 
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and tasty manner. Moreover the saving in expense 
at the end of the half-year, compared with the pre- 
ceding period, though arising from the accumulation 
of pence, was found to have amounted to many 
pounds. 

Eliza had no sort of ohjection either to frugality 
or comfort. She was delighted with the altered ap- 
pearance of her house, and the reduction of her ex- 
penditure, and congratulated herself on having ob- 
tained so valuable a servant as Sarah, on whom she 
bestowed liberal tokens of her approbation. But, 
unfortunately, she did not derive from her servant 
all the advantage she might and ought to have done, 
^le did not consider that in the extravagance and 
carelessness of the former administration both mis- 
tress and servant were to blame, an J that it was as 
necessary for the mistress to be improved as for the 
servant to be changed. But when she found all 
things going on comfortably and satisfactorily, she 
suffered herself to sink into a kind of supine helpless- 
ness, and leave all to the management of Sarah ; thus 
foregoing the opportunity of qualifying herself to 
manage at any future time. 

A young family coming on, rather encouraged than 
corrected this state of things. Sarah became more 
and more .essential to the comfort of the family, and 
it must be added, the mistress became more and more 
a cipher in it. It seemed as if Sarah possessed al- 
most a. boundless elasticity of power ! however the 
work increased, she managed to attend to it ; and 
however it was varied, she seemed to have skill and 
experience to meet it. Hence she became as domi- 
nant in the nursery as in the kitchen and laundry ; 
and whatever assistance in either department became 
necessary, it was placed under the supreme control 
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of Sanh» wbile the mistress was m everything pas- 
siye and acquiescent. 

Sarah was really a well-disposed person, and, per- 
haps, bore her honors as meekly as any person placed 
in her circmnstances could be expected to do. But 
such is the constitution of human nature; and sach 
are the arrangements of Providence, that no indivi- 
dual can forsake his own sphere, or fill that of an- 
other, without some injury ensuing. Sarah would 
have been indeed an invaluable servant, had not the 
supineness of her mistress led to gradual retreats on 
the one part, and gradual encroachments on the 
other. 

(To be continued.) 



Sntellisfncc IBepsttmtnt. 

*' To the Committees and Officers of the Auxiliary 
and Branch Bible Societies and Associations. 

" British and Foreign Bible Society, 
15 January, 1840. 
" Dear Friends, 

" Our Committee have recently had the subject 
of a more liberal supply of the Sacred Scriptures 
being afforded to Sunday Schools, brought under 
their notice. Together with this interesting subject, 
another not less important has undergone much con- 
sideration, viz. — How to make the Scriptures more 
accessible to the people generally than, they hare 
hitherto been. The great interest excited upon the 
subject of Education in all quarters, and the porten- 
tous aspect of the times, have both had much weight 
in the minds of our Committee during their delibera- 
tions. 
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" We have now the satisfiaction ot acqaamting you 
with the result, viz. — 

" I. — ^To offer on the part of the Society to 
^opply Schools for the Poor of every kind, with 
copies of — the Nonpareil Bible, which costs the 
Society 2s. 6d., at eighteen-pence : the New Tes- 
tement (Brevier) which costs the Society Is. Id., 
at sixpence, 

" II. — ^To withdraw the restriction hitherto laid 
upon all copies supplied for Sunday-schools, and to 
aDow the children to carry the books home, and to 
furnish themselves with copies at the price named. 
The children in all other schools, it is designed, 
shaU enjoy the same advantage. 

«• III. — ^To allow, on the part of the Auxiliaries, 
Branches, and Associations, a general sale of this 
particular Bible and Testament, at th6 peculiarly 
low prices that have been named. 

•' We need hardly point out to you, that in the 
adoption of these measures, the Committee feel that 
tfaey are making a very considerable sacrifice on tbe 
part of the Society, but they proceed with the great- 
est cheerfulness, actuated as they are by one simple 
desire to promote the general interests of religion, in 
their own beloved country, in the present singularly 
eventful and interesting crisis of its history. 

•' They are further persuaded, should the funds of 
the Society be materially impaired by this extensive 
boon, that the friends of the Society will not be 
backward to answer any call that the Committee 
may deem it necessary to make on their increased 
etertions and liberality to supply the deficiency. 

" Andrew Brandram, \c, ^ . „' 
G.o«qK Beown.. /««'''•*"«"'*• 
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THE SERVANT TAUGHT TO VALUE HER BIBLE. 

[We give insertion to the foUoiclng communication , received 
by the Superintendant of the Servants* Home and Regts- 
try, MUlinan Place, because we thinA it well calculated to 
shew the usefulness of such JBstablisfitnents.'] 

Dear Miss W. 
I hope you have not thought me ungratefdl for not 
returning my duty and sincere thanks to you and the 
Committee of Ladies for the favours and kindness 
I have received. 

I have few opportunities of going to Church, but 
have plenty of time for reading my Bible, which is 
of great comfort to me, as whatever trouble I have 
I can always find something in that precious book, 
which through your great kindness I have got. Bat 
above all, for your constant exertion in teaching 
me the value of the Holy Scriptures, I never can 
thank you enough ; they are, and shall be through 
God's assistance, the staff and comfort of my life; 
for I do assure you, honoured madam, I would 
not part with what little knowledge I have got 
for all the treasures of this world, as they would 
profit me nothing in a dying hour. When I look 
back on my past life that has been spent in igno- 
rance of God, I cannot feel thankful enough to my 
God that I was not cut off and sent to eternal misery 
as I deserved. I have no one here that I can as- 
sociate with as a friend of Christ, none care in any 
way for their immortal souls. 

I now conclude with returning my duty and sin- 
cere thanks to you. Miss B., and the Committee of 
Ladies, hoping you will pardon this liberty of 

Your humble and grateful servant, E — A — . 
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€avtei^avtntnc€ Bf partment* 

THE YOUNG MINISTER SBEKING TO INSTRUCT 

• SERVANTS. 

[The following letter vms sent to the EcUtor of the Ser^ 
vants' Magazine, but thinking its insertion in the Adr 
voeate more likely to promote the benevolent view of the 
writer, it has been forwarded to us for publication,^ 

Mt Drar Madam, 
When I entered on my public ministry I waa con- 
vinced of three things, — Ist, That servants are a 
very important class of the community. 2Qd, That 
this importance had not been practically realized, or, 
in other words, that sufficient attention had not been 
paid to them as a class. 3rd, That it was my duty 
to do all I could to benefit them, however much 
others might neglect them. Acting under this con- 
viction, I told some of the ladies of our cong^gation 
that I «wished to deliver a monthly lecture to ser- 
vants, if they would allow them one afternoon in a 
month for that purpose. The ladies gave me every 
encouragement to proceed. • I fixed on Thursday 
as the most convenient day; three o'clock in the 
afternoon as the most convenient hour ; and the 
first, as the most convenient Thursday in the month, 
as by this means we should always avoid the Dorcas 
Society, which meets on the second^ and the Mater- 
nal Association, which meets on the last Thursday 
of each month. We held our first meeting on 
Thursday afternoon, March 7th of this year. About 
twenty servants were present. I commenced by 
giving oat a hymn, in singing which most of tha 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



94 C0RRB8P(^DBNCB. 

servants united, — after this I read a chapter, then 
offered a short prayer, then sung again, and then 
addressed them from Phil. iv. 11. on the duty and 
advantages of heing contented with the situation 
allotted to us hy Providence. After thi6 I closed 
with a short prayer, and then dismissed them. 
They were very attentive and seemed interested. I 
was pleased and thankftil. ' The lecture has been 
regularly given on the first Thursday of ev«y month 
since. Last month I had thirty servants present. 
I told them at the close of the lecture that there was 
a little work published every month called the Ser- 
vants' Magazine, and that, if they would like to take 
it in, I would get it for them, and would let them 
have it each month after the lecture. I wished them 
not to decide hastily, and gave them a month to 
think about it, telling them that they could let me 
know at the December meeting if they wished to 
take it in, and then they could commence the year 
1 840. This afternoon I met them, and at the close 
of the lecture three-and-twenty gave me their names 
as Subscribers to the Servants' Magazine, so that 
instead of one copy for next year* I shall have to 
order two dozen. If att your Subscribers were as 
successful, you would give us some *' Carving and 
Trussing " illustrations next year, would you not ? 
My principal object in sending this simple narrative 
of fact is, the hope that it might induce others of 
my brethren and fathers in the ministry, to establish 
a service similar to this, or so adopt some other 
which they may think more eflScient, with a view to 
further the moral and spiritual benefit of servants. I 
should like to speak of the advantages of addressing 
them alone ; but I am afraid of trespassing on your 
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space,' and the patience of your readers. Allow me, 
however, before I close, just toobserve that I endeavour 
to adapt my address, as well as I can, to the capa- 
city and situation of servants, treating of their duties, 
temptations, &c. ; that I allow no person to be pre- 
sent except servants ; and that I never let the ser- 
vice exceed an hour. These observations may serve 
as a suggestion to any who may wish to adopt this 
or a similar plan. 

Yours, &c. 

A YOUNO MiNISTBR. 
Dee. 5tk^ 1839. 



VALUE OF RELIGION. 

** In poverty there is no want which religion cannot 
compensate ; in sickness, no pang which it cannot 
relieve ; in reproach, no stain which it cannot wipe 
away ; in bondage, no chain which it cannot lighten ; 
and in death, no sting which it cannot extract. It 
hath a contentment which blesses poverty ; a patience 
which alleviates sickness ; a bright excellence which 
bears down slander ; a freedom from the bondage of 
corruption which makes the rod of oppression light ; 
and a faith by which death is vanquished. Who 
would not have taken the poverty and the sores of 
Lazarus rather than the rich man's wealth and his 
wickedness added to it; the chain of Paul rather 
than the sceptre of Nero ; and the martyrdom of 
the Baptist rather than the power and splendour of 
the man that murdered him ?" 
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HINTS ON DOMESTIC ECONOMY.— No. 4. 

Bintt to Houtetoives. — Vessels intended to contain a liquid 
%ta bi}(lier temperature tliaii tbe burroundiiig iiielium, and 
to keep that liquid as long as possible at tbe highest tem- 
perature, siiould be constiut'ted of matmals which are the 
Worst radiators of bc>at. Thas, tea-anis and tea-pots an* 
best adapted tor their purpose when construcU*d of polished 
metal, and worst when constructed of black porcelain. A 
bfack porcelain tea-pot is the wurst conceivable material for 
that vessel, for both its material and colour are scood radia- 
tors of *hf8t, and the liquitl contained in it cools with the 
neatest possible rapidity. On the other hand, a bright metal 
tea-pot is best adapted for the purpose, l>ecauso it is the 
worst radiator of heat, and, therefore, cools as slowly as 
possible. A polished silver or brass tea-urn is better adapted 
to retain the h?at of tlie water than one uf a dull brown 
colour, such as is most commonly use<l. A tin kettle retains 
the heat of water boiled in it more effectually, if it be kept 
clean and polished, tlian if it be allowed to collect the smoke 
and soot, to which it is exposed from tbe action of the fire. 
When coated with this, its surface becomes rough and black, 
and is a powerful radiator of heat. A set of polished fire- 
ir<ins may remain for a long time in front of a hot fire without 
receiving from it any increase of temperature beyond that of 
tbecliamber, because the hi*at radiated hy the (ire is all re- 
flected by the polished surface of the irons, and none of it is 
absorbed ; but, if a set of rough, unpolished irons were 
similarly placed, they would become speed! y hot, so that 
they could not bo used without inconvenience. The polish 
of fire-irons is, therefore, not merely a matter of omameDt, 
but of use and convenience. The rough, unpolished poker, 
sometimes used in a kitchen, becomes speedily so hot that it 
cannot be held without pain. A close stove, intended to 
warm an apartment, should not have a polished surface, for 
io tliat case it is one of the worst radiators of beat, and 
nothing could be contrived more unfit Sor the purpose to 
which it is applied. On the other Imntl. a rough, unpolished 
surface of cest iron, is favourable to radiation, and a fire in 
such a stove will always produce a most poweiful effect — 
Cabinet Cyclopcedia, 
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ON THE DANGBB OF RELIGION BEING MINGLED 
WITH VANITY. 

With a criminal thirst after forbidden knowledge, 
commenced the multiplied evils which have befallen 
the children of Adam ; and still does this fatal prin- 
ciple of pride, canker-like, lie deep in the secret 
recesses of our Jiearts, corroding that which was 
meant to be bright and beautifiil, and destroying the 
value of our best actions by sallying the motives 
from which they spring. It is a poison at once 
secret and deadly, withering in its effects, but acting 
with such subtle force, that we frequently discover 
it, where nothing existed to indicate its presence, 
and where, perhaps, we should least have expected 
it to be found. 

This current of evil, which flows so abundantly 
through the world, deviates into so many channels, 
assnines such a variety of appearances, such a diver- 
sity of form and hue — ^now bright and sparkling — 
now mild and tranquil, that its real nature is often 
mistaken, and its deceptive stream even resorted to 
as a kind of' elixir or healthful restorative. Thus 
what is termed proper pride, is recommended as a 

Vol. III. f 
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support under some of the trials of life, a barrier 
against the encroachments of ignorance, and a prop 
to resist the rude assaults of insolence or Conceit : 
while a proud spirit, if not pronounced actually 
desirable, is ^t any rate held up in contradis- 
tinction to meanness, hypocrisy, and craft ; as if the 
existence of one vice could be done away by means 
of another, or as if it were wise and prudent to use 
a stronger poison as an antidote to the weaker. 

And what is vani^f, with its proieus-like forms 
9j^ aspects, but a modification of the same eonrcqpt 
principle I What is it, likewise, but the love of stlf 
courting the indiscriminate kyve of tlie world ; — ^win- 
ning others by mimsteriag to a feUow-weakness, and 
offering up the reciprocal incense at the secret 
shrine of selfishness ! JEIow many a fine character 
has been ruined by the indulgence of this baneful 
passion ! How many a kind heart rendered cc^ 
Mid callous to the hapless of others I How many 
a soul gradually drawn into the lowest abysses of 
vice^ — the slave and the samfioe of sell ! 

But even in its less glaring forms — as it is deve- 
loped in the arena of public file—in the drawing- 
roooi — in the domestic circle — ^how sad are its effidcts! 
It is the fhiitfttl parent of fals^ood, unldndness, 
ca^udce and envy, with aU their coneomkant evils^ 
overwhehning in its progress the brightest Cluristian 
princi^s — ^the sweetest Christian graces. , 
. Neither is it those alone who are still unsanctified 
by divine graoe» who qome under the dominiioa of 
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pride or rtantf. The r e ne w ed Christian bimself 
must be prepared against its open assaults and silent 
approaches. Yes! for even among Christians, vanity 
is one of the evils of iJie present day. It supplies 
our churches witli noisy (fispntation ; it fills our 
libraries with injurious controversy. It leads from 
the 8lmplicity--43ie truth — ^tiie generous tenderness 
-Mike sublime but unostentatious piety — ^the meek 
and di&stened spirit of the gospel, to uncharitable 
declamation — ^mmecessaty discussion — ill-concealed 
or even open wrath, and all the endless erroi's and 
mistaifces engendered by that principle which is 
dire c t ly opposed to humility — ^the prime feature, 
and the essential atttribute of true piety. 

Christians mmst, or at least should, remember, 
that they are '^ set upon a hiH ; " " that they are 
lights of the world," and "cannot be hid;" that 
ibcy are patterns to others, and witnesses of the 
power of the divine word. The eyes of enemies as 
well as frwnds are upon them — enemies not so much 
of themselves as of their faith, and who would glory 
in their dereliction of the right path. Their faith 
^uM shine forth in their conduct ; for by the latter 
is the former judged. If they ar^ inconsistent in 
the one, the othOT is pronounced defective ; and the 
cause of refigion receives a greater injury, than could 
be infBcted by the most daring sceptic or avowed 
infidel. How nmch, then, does it behove* the Chris- 
tian to beware, lest by his weakness, he inflict a 
wound upon the cause he most ardently wishes to 
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serve; — ^lest, when he seeks to plant the cross of 
Christ, he makes room for the banner of Satan. 
• There is often some dan^r of those who have 
been recently brought to a full sense of their fallen 
condition, and only true ground of hope, passing 
more or less under the influence of vanity or spi- 
ritual pride ; and thence being induced to conunit 
actions injudicious in themselves, often injurious in 
their effects, and deserving of the censure of the 
wise and good. Let such individuals dihgently ex- 
amine their own hearts ; mistrust their motives ; and 
never enter upon any important busiuess without 
previously sohciting the guidance of Him, who can 
enlighten their understandings and inform their 
hearts. They should remember that the work of 
grace is progressive, and that it should be strong in 
them before they stand forth as the champions of 
their faith. Let their zeal be regulated by judgment 
—^their warmth tempered by discretion; and they 
shall go on from " strength to strength, until they 
be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his 
might." 

But it is not the young convert alone that is in 
danger. Pride and vanity, as we have already seen, 
are not unknown among more experienced Chris* 
tians ; for the one will sometimes succeed in chmb- 
ing over the wall, the other in creeping into the 
precinct even of religion. The enemy of the world 
is not content with spreading his snares amid the 
temptations of the world, but watches at the very 
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<kx>r of the sanctuary. Bbqperienced Christians, 
therefore, are exhorted to beware that their good be 
not evil spoken of ; not to suffer a spirit of anger or 
contention to be visible in their coiiversation or their 
writings ; not to allow the appearance of vanity to 
mingle with those charities which should be done as 
though they were not, or a tinge of pride to exclude 
them from being meek followers of that Jesus who, 
*' when he was reviled, reviled not ag^ain ; " but to 
meet an erring brother with candour and courtesy, 
and in all transactions to evince by their words and 
conduct that they are indeed children of God and at 
peace with him. Their faith would then shine -more 
and more to the perfect day; and, as Christian 
pilgrims they would be more consistent followers of 
their heavenly Master. 

MaryS. H.— 



FEMALES IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

It is universally admitted that in all heathen coun- 
tries the condition of the female sex is wretchedly 
debased ; but in none can it be sunk to a more 
pitiable state of social degradation than in this land 
of superstition. In nothing is it more fully manifest 
that Paganism reverses the very order of nature, and 
the natural order of society, than in the fact, that in 
all heathen countries the weakest vessel is uniformly 
made to bear the heaviest burdens, and that woman 
is regarded and treated as an inferior being, more 
nearly allied to the brute than to the human species. 
In conversation the Cafier commonly classes his 
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w^tuf (or wife) apd ,t^«9i^ (or papk^ore^) t^ngetjier^ 
ap4 clrcmoBtances pf daily occmresice W^tabfy 
prove that h,e looks upon the former as scarcely more 
valuahle than the latter. Indeed, in his conduct 
towards his cattle he generally displays more feeling 
ttii^n towards the partner of his bosom. Whilst & 
idly lounges about, xq>omng in the shade, baddng in 
Ae ^an, or going from hamlet to JuMulet m quest of 
pqws, she must bs busily employed, not indeed likp 
the woman of sgiciei^t Greece, or the wives of tbis 
Bedouins, in weaving and grinding at the mill, but 
in a manner far more laborious. Building, digging, 
sowing, {^anting, and reaping, are occupations that 
devolve wholly upon the femdes ; and besides these 
s^ere employment, they are "hewers pf wood and 
drawers of water." like those of the earliest ages, 
'* at the time of t^e eveniug, ev^ii the time when 
the women go out to draw water," uumbers of Caffer 
mothers are frequently seen with their suckling 
children tied on their backs, and with vessels upon 
their heads, trudging. towards the fountain or river 
for water. 

On the death of the husband the wife is compelled 
to leave the kraal, when her rdations and friends s^ 
fire to the hut injiabited by the deceased, l^eaking 
all the utensik which it contained, dkd consuming 
ikem in the iames ; but sharing among tibemselves 
all the beads» and similar artides of value, the unfor* 
tunate widow being reduced to utter destitution. 
" Since tjie death of Islambie," (says Mr. Young, 
in a letter from Mount Coke) "almoBt all the peoide 
of this tribe, both small and great, have shaved ^ 
their l^eads, whidi is a custom among them wh»i 
any of their great chiefis die, and gives them a very 
singalar appearance. AH the wives oi lalaaihie (ten 
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in number) are now gone mko the biieh» where they 
will remain £or some time. Th^ karoeses, cape, 
&o., are buried, and their beads, bnttons, and other 
trinkets are given, away ; so tiiat when the time is 
e]q>ired for their learing tiie bosh, they dien have to 
get new karosses, &o. This custom is also attended 
to by the coinmon pec^le, ui instance of which I 
witnessed a few weeks ago. 

When the husband died, bis wife with her infant 
was driven into the large bush near Mount Coke, 
where she continaed five days and mghts without 
food, except a few roots she gathered, which just 
k^t her alive. When she came out of the bush she 
came first to Mount Coke, but could scarcely walk, 
in consequence of having been so long deprived of 
proper nourishment while suckling her diild. The 
weather had been very ooki during the time, in con- 
sequence of heavy rains. The infsnt, not having 
strength to endure such a trial, only fived a day or 
two afterwards. When she came to our house, she 
requested me to give her a sheep^skin to screen her 
book the ineleasency of the weather." 

Whilst in the neighbourhood of Fort Wiltshire, 
I met with a poor old female Cafier, who, having 
lost her husband, had been stripped in consequence 
of all she possessed. In this foiiom state of widow- 
hood and pemny she wat driven forth in the winter 
of her days, a wandering outcast, to sedc a nnserabfe 
pittance from casual boaoty ; every tribe regarding 
her under such drcumstanoes as one bewitched, with- 
holding from her therefore all sympathy, and not 
allowing hav to approaoh their dwelling. She had 
no covevkif but die remnant of an old blanket, 
which was scantdy drawn araross her waist. The 
weather at this tune was ookb and she was eridently 
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snaring fix>m its keenness; her countenance was 
haggard and woe-begone; she complamed of sick* 
ness and of hanger, and bitterly reproached the 
tribe who had thus deserted her in the honr of 
calamity and privation ; feeUng more than all the 
unnatural conduct of her son, who had even stripped 
her of her kaross, as she was driven from her home, 
the recollection of which seemed to produce an 
agony of grief. Struck with her emaciated appear- 
ance, as she bent over the embers of an expiring fire, 
the tears flowing rapidly down her furrowed cheeks, 
I held out my hand to relieve her distress, when she 
raised her eyes towards me, and betrayed such a sad 
expression of wretchedness and want as I never be- 
fore remember to have witnessed. Turning to the 
interpreter, she exclaimed, with apparent surprise, 
** Is this for me ? What could a stranger see in 
such a poor unhappy creature to bestow on her so 
many beads ?" I could hear, as I left her, the joyful 
exclamation of gratitude for this unexpected relief ; 
and I could not but in return entreat the protec- 
tion of Him, who " tempers the wind to the shorn 
lamb," on behalf of one so utterly destitute and 
ready to perish. 

Mr. Shaw relates a similar circumstance that fell 
under his observation, but of a still more aggravated 
character. One of the petty chiefe commanded that 
his mother, an aged and infirm creature, should be 
taken by some of his people to the bush, and there 
put to death, considering that she had become a bur- 
den to herself, as well as to her relatives. She was 
carried in consequence to the destined spot, in obedi- 
ence to his orders ; but, owing to her piteous sup- 
plications, the murderous intention was abandoned 
by those to whose " tender mercies " she had been 
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committed, and she was left in the forest on promis- 
ing never to return again to the kraal. On the fol- 
lowing morning, however, the son found to his sur- 
prise that his wretched mother had appeared alive in 
the village, when he became exceedingly indignant 
with his niinions, and determined on seeing himself 
that his wishes were carried into execution. Accom- 
panying therefore, his people to the forest with their 
victim, he ordered her to be bound to a tree, and 
left to perish. In vain she entreated for food ; in 
vain, amidst the prolonged fever of her sufferings, 
she begged for " water — water ; " the unnatural son, 
who dwelt within hearing of her. cries, only answered 
as they broke successivdy through the stillness of 
the evening, "No — ^motiier! you have lived too 
long already; you must now die." As night ap- 
proached her piercing shrieks still resounded through 
the forest, mingling with the fierce howls of t£e 
hyaenas. 
The morning dawned and she was a coipse. 

Steedman*s ** Wanderings in South Africa.^* 



THE HAPPY RE-UNION. 

A. T., aged 25 years, was admitted into this Asylum on the 
16th Oct. 1838. 

This young woman presented herself at the Probationary 
House,, in a most deplorable and destitute condition, and 
earnestly entreated to be admitted, but from want of room 
she could not be received. The Committee, however, con- 
ceiving her situation to be peculiarly distressing, and be- 
lieving her to be sincere in her desire to forsake her evil 
course of life, placed her under the care of the agent to fallen 
females. Under her charge she remained some days, but 
being a woman of industrious habits she was unwilling . to 
continue idle, and expressed a desire to seek employment at 
bop-picking ; there being no immediate hope of a vacancy 
in the Asylum, she was assisted by the agent in the attainment 

F 2 
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o^ this object. She accordingly proceeded to the neigliboiii^ 
hood of Kent, and for six weeks supported herself by her own 
industry. At the end of the hop-season she returned to Lon- 
don, and again presented herself for admission. She was, 
on this second application, received; and never will the indi- 
viduals who vtritnessed her reception f^get the earnest man- 
ner in which, when for the first time she took her seat in the 
ward, she gave utterance to her feelings by saying, " Thank 
God I'm here" The account she gave of herself was as fol- 
lows: — She stated that she was a marred woman, and a 
mother; that for some time after their marriage, herself and 
husband lived happily together; but he got into bad company, 
and speedily contracted habits of drinking and profligacy. 
This threw the entire expense of providing for her own, her 
child's, and her indolent husband's wants upon her ; but this 
responsibility she bore, and so successfully, that he used to 
boast to his companicms at the %kittle-groimd, that ^' it was 
not much consequence where he was, for his mistress would 
keep all right at home." This circumstance, however, was 
frequently the occasion of dissention between them. 

Thus matters continued, until her health f^ing she was 
obliged to be removed to Uie hospital. While here, the hus- 
band abruptly quitted his home, taking with him the child. 
On hearing of the circumstance, the distressed mother quitted 
the hospital and for some time vvandered in search of them : 
she was, hoWever, unsuccessful, and under the effect of grief 
and distress she gave herself up to strong drink, and ulti- 
mately became a :woman of the town. 

She continued in the Asylum eight months. Daring this 
period she conducted herself in a most satisfactory manner, 
performing well, and diligently, every department of em- 
ployment which she undertook, until a situation was pro- 
cured for her. She had only been in her situation three 
weeks, when on going on an errand for her mistress, she, 
greatly to her surprise, was accosted by her husband. 
Mutual explanation ensued. He informed her, that, finding 
himself so entangled vrith his companions in London, he had 
as the only hope of escape from their influence fled into the 
country, and hid Subsequently made every enquiry after 
her, but could gain no tidings of her retreat. Tbat now he 
was doing well Ists&i as to morals and circumstanses, for 
proof of which he referred her to the clergymaii of ihe parish 
in^wMch he resided, and concluded by entreStfting her to re* 
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torn with him to the country, as he was then only on a visit 
to London in search of medical advice. She detidled to him 
her past conduct and present circumstances, adding, that as 
she owed all the happiness and comfort she then enjoyed to 
the ladies at the Probationary House, she could give him no 
answer until she had consulted them. This she did. By their 
advice enquiries were made of the clergyman to whom her hus- 
band referred, which proving satisfiEu^tory, she was instructed 
to give her mistress due notice : at the expiration of which she 
left London to rejoin her husband and child. 

It is only necessary to add that her mistress parted with 
her with regret, stating to the ladies that she never had a 
servant she uked so wi^ and that '' no money should have 
parted them." 

The following communications have since been received 
firom them :— 
**Belovbd Matroms, W , Feb. 1840. 

** I am very sorry yoa have not heard firom me before, it 
is full four months since I wrote, but not hearing from you I 
did not like to tnke the liberty of writing a second time. 

" I am most happy to inform you I got here quite safe, and 
was met by my Inuband very kindly, and my little boy was 
^lite as glad to see me. I am very happy and oomforixuUe— 
we Uwe in a neat little cottage in W— *— , seven miles from 

B , we have a most beautiful view into W*^— , and as 

the summer advances it will be very pleasant. My husband's 
health is very bad, my own is much the same as when I was 
in London. We h&ve had several visits from the minister of 
lihis parish, who is a very good man. He makes it a rule to 
visit, in time of sickness, all villagers who attend his church 
He has also been kind enough to take my little boy into the 
National school. 

Please to give my respects to all the young women under 

yonr care. B — f- and C— — I hope are well, H I hope 

is doing well, and L 1 hope is restored to her husband 

and happy as, thank Ood, I am. 

I often think of your kind admonitions to me, 

<* Your most humble and thankful Servant, A. T.'* 
**HoifouBED Ladies and Obntlembn, 

** I retom yoa my most humble thanks for your kindness 
to my wife, who, I am sure has benefitted much by your kind 
instroetioo. We are, thank Ood, veiy happy, although my 
liealtli is bad. 

*• Yours respectfully, W.T-^" 
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OS, THE IMPORTANCB OF DECISION IN THE FEHAX.B 
CHARACTER. 

A Lecture addressed to Young Women, 
RUTH i. 16—18. 

Thb pleasure I have long felt in seeing so many of 
you, my young female friends, diligently attending 
the public means of grace* and in Imowing that you 
are anxious for self-improvement, has made me 
often resolve to attempt something for your more 
immediate benefit ; and it has occurred to me that 
nothing could be more interesting or instructive 
than a few plain lectures on some of the female 
characters mentioned in Sacred Scripture. With 
this view I have resolved to call your attention this 
evening to this case of Ruth, on whom God has 
conferred the peculiar honour of giving her not 
only a name and a place in the sacred page, but of 
causing a whole book to be written concerning her 
history. Of that book it is sufficient to say, Aat it 
was written by the direction, and under the in- 
spiration of the Holy Ghost, and contains a story, 
which, for simplicity and beauty, excels all the 
novels and romances that were ever composed. 
The immediate writer of the book was, probably^ 
the Prophet Samuel, and its subject is one of the 
most interesting characters we can conceive. There 
is very Httle recorded of what she said, but that 
Httle testifies her piety and prudence ; it is her 
character that speaks, and that character, along 
with a few of her words, shall occupy our attention 
this evening. 

But, before I attempt to expatiate on th6 general 
subject, let me earnestly beg of you, my young 
friends, many of whom have so httie time to read. 
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not to waste your time in the polluting novel, or in 
the exciting romance, but to fly to your Bibles, and 
in the narratives of Scripture gratify your imagina- 
tion, and improve your hearts. Read those tales 
of real life, from which you will learn more and 
better what manner of persons you ought to be, 
than the most skilful novelist can pourtray, or the 
most accurate moralist can teach. Scripture and 
characters such as Scripture approves, are the best 
subjects you can study. 
In considering the case of Ruth, I shall notice 

I. Hbr barnbst appbal. 

II. Hbr solbmn rbsolxttion. 

III. Hbr subsbqitbnt bistort. 

IV. Thb lbssons of hbr casb. 

I. Hbr barnbst appbal. "Intreat me not to 
leave thee, or to return from following after thee." 

To whom was this addressed ? On what occasion ? 
Under what circumstances ? — ^To answer these ques- 
tions would be simply to repeat the whole of the 
chapter from which our text is selected; but it 
may be sufficient to say, that Naomi was the widow 
of a good man. who, with his wife and two sons, 
had fled from Bethlehem in Judah, during the time 
of a severe famine in Israel, and had gone to Moab, 
where it aj^ears that he soon died, and left Naomi 
with her two sons, who, some time after their 
Other's death, married two young Moabite women ; 
but they had not been married long before they also 
died, and proved that their names, Mahlon, (sick- 
ness,) and Chilion, (consumption,) had not been 
unappropriately given them. Not long after their 
deatii, the Lord having visited his people, .by giving 
them bread, Naomi resolved at once to return to 
her country and kindred, having nothing now 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



110 RUTH ; OR THB IMPORTANCB OF DBCISION 

left which could indoce her to prolong her stay in 
Moab, a country of idolaters ; for she^ naturally 
judged that her daughters-in-law would' leave her 
on the prospect of their marriage. Having told 
them of her design, they resolved to accompany her 
part of the way home ; and affcer walking some dis^ 
tanee, she addressed them, saying, "Go, return 
each to her mother's house : the Lord deal kindly 
with you, as ye have dealt with the dead and with 
me. The Lord grant you that ye may find rest 
each in the house of her husband. Then she kissed 
them; and they lifted up their voice and wept. And 
they said, surely, we will return with thee unto thy 
people." She then addressed them again with still 
greater fervor and pathos, and concluded with say- 
ing, " It grieveth me much, for your sokes, that the 
hand of the Lord is gone out against me." And 
they lifted up their voice and wept again; aQd 
Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, and returned to her 
own home, and to her idols ; but Ruth clave unto 
her. Naomi now turned to Ruth and said, *' Be- 
hold thy sister-in-law is gone back unto her people, 
and unto her Gods ; return thou after thy sister-in- 
law:" but Ruth nobly and affectionately replied, 
^* Intreat me not to l^ve tiiee» or to return from 
following after thee." 

But what made this appeal so earnest and so ten- 
der ? Why did she wish her motiier-in-law not to 
mention the subject any further to her ? Because^- 

l. Of the recollecHoHS she (Perished. .And those 
recollections would principally refer to the probable 
piety of her husband, and most certainly to the 
profitable conversation and holy conduct of her 
mother-in-law. Her husband had doubtless done 
wrong in marrying an idoktress, but he had be^i 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



IK THB FBMALB CHARACTBR. 1 1 1 

partly led into the temptation by his parents going 
into an idolatrous country, and continuing there for 
a longer period than, perhaps, was absolutely^ ne- 
cessary. But this evil was overruled for great good 
in the end ; and though we ought never " to do wil 
that good may come** it has sometimes happened 
that the believing husband has saved the wife; 
thotigh we have no right to hope that this will be 
the case when courtship is commenced, and marriage 
coHtracted with an unbeliever, after having ourselves 
made a profession of religion. For such conduct we 
shall have trouble in the flesh, and anguish of spirit, 
that vnU make us bitterly feel that we have done a 
great evil in the sight of God. 

From the training which her husband had re* 
ceived from such parents, as £bimdech and Naomi, 
we can lu»re httle doubt of the ardent and elevated 
{Mty of his mind ; and Rutii would, therefore, think 
with deep interest at this painful moment, of his kind 
and tender appeals to her to renounce her Gods, and 
embrace the worship of Jehovah. She would re- 
member his fervent prajrers to the livmg and true 
God on her behalf, and would think of all the holy 
composure and resignation he displayed in his last 
moments, when he gave up his soul to Grod who 
gave it, and committed her to his mother's care, and 
to the protection and blessing of the God df his 
others. And in this harty review she would think 
of the many and dehghtful conversations she had 
ei^oy^d with her mo1^er-in-law, and of the many ac- 
counts she had given of the worship and privikges 
of the Jews; and, therefore, she said, " My mind is 
fulfy fixed vfcfk going with thee to thy own country 
and hamt, and, tbxace£oire, intreat me not to kave 
thee, nor to reUm from foUowing afber thee.'\ 
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From this supposition you see, then, my friends, the 
necessity of a constant and faithful endeavour to 
show forth the nature, and press home the claims of 
personal piety. You know not wh^n, nor how, the 
seed may spring up in the breasts of your children 
or friends. Use then your utmost endeavours for 
their salvation — ^and leave them by prayer in the 
hand of God; but do not allow them to say that 
you never warned or instructed them, or prayed, or 
wrestled for their conversion to God. Let your 
conduct be a hving comment on your religion ; but 
let vour tongues speak freely, frequently, and faith- 
fully for God. 

2. The love and gratitude she felt to Naomi, for all 
the proofs of her piety and expressions of her love. 

"'Intreat me not to leave thee,' for I have 
found th^e to be a mother indeed. In thy holy 
conversation I have enjoyed many a happy day ; and 
now thou art about to return to thy country, of 
which I have heard thee so often speak, I am re- 
solved to accompany thee." 

Ruth had found the company of Naomi to be. a 
source of very great pleasure; and it is delightfiil 
to see that she had not become either wearied or 
disgusted with the topics on which Naomi would 
principally dwell. Too often, young people seek the 
society of those who are as vain and as frivolous as 
themselves, and manifest either rudeness or chagrin 
when the subject of religion is introduced ; but here 
was an idolatress that had found so much pleasure 
in topics like these, that, when there was a danger 
of her not hearing these thmgs again, she could not 
bear the thought of losing her kind, fEuthfiil, and 
amiable leader, but begged that she would say 
nothing to her to induce her to return back again': 
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for she would follow her whithersoever she went. 
No representation of her future disadvantage, if she 
went with Naomi, could weigh against this one 
consideration, that she would lose the benefit of her 
delightful society and profitable converse, if she did 
not accompany her. See here, ye mothers in Israel, 
ye aged women ! what blessmgs you may be to the 
church of God ! What an influence may your holy 
conversation exert on the conduct and resolution of 
some whom you love, and whose welfeure you are 
desirous to promote ! The best way to secure their 
sincere esteem and lasting gratitude, is to deal faith- 
fully and kindly with them on religious subjects. 
Your labours may not be very acceptable at first ; 
but, they will be well rewarded at laiat. Either 
from her husband or her mother-in-law, Ruth had 
learnt so much of the nature, and had felt* so much 
of the power, of rehgion, that her heart was already 
under its influence ; and she was resolved to avow 
herself a prosel3rte of the gate, and her future con- 
duct proved that it was not under the excitement of 
animsd feeling, or a momentary passion of grief and 
love, that she avowed her resolution never to leave 
this good woman till death 'should put a period to 
their fellowship on earth. 

Let us now proceed to notice, 

II. Hbr solemn rbsolution. 

" For whither thou goest, I will go ; and where 
thou lodgest, I will lodge ; thy people shall be my 
people, and thy God my God ; where thou diest will 
I die, and there will I be buried ; the Lord do so to 
me. and more also, if ought but death pcut me and 
thee!" This was noble! O that we could see 
more of this female heroism in the cause of God, of 
religion, and the cross. Too many, Hke Orpah, when 
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they hear of diffieidtiee in the way, tarn hack again 
to the hegigarly dements of the world: hat tme 
religion increaees imder difficnltiee; and it is only 
when there are real daggers m the way thai; ti^ 
valour of some caa ^spiay itself. So it was with 
Rath« and the trial proved -the siaoerity of her love 
to her mother*in^law, and the decision of her sonl for 
God. She conld aot halt between two o]^ons. She 
saw the Lord to be God, and humUiy resolved tofd^ 
low him : and to ^ooae his pec^e as her own. But 
this we shall lean, by Imc^y analysing bar reeoln^ 
tion, which was — 

1. To foUaw Naomi in her movemmts. *' To go 
whither she went, and to lodge where she lodged,'' 
And with her poor projects, this was a fine displ{^ 
of conrage and attaehm^it. Naomi was a poor 
traveller on foot— no carriage to convey her, no ser- 
vants to attend h^ ; no home to receive her. The 
foxes had holes, and the birds of the air had nesta, 
but she, lor anght she knew, had not where to kiy 
her head. And yet, said Rnth, though in weariness 
and painfokess, though in hungerings and tlnrstinga, 
though in watdiings o^n and tastings often, though 
in cold and nakedness, I will readily and cheerfully 
accompany thee. My fortunes and happiness are 
bound up in thine. Now. my young Mends, can 
you say thus respecting yourselves, in humble de- 
nmidenoe on grace? Without any presumptuous 
boasting, can you say that you have resolved to go 
with the people of God, and share their joys and 
sorrows, whatsoever they may be? They cannot 
promise you great things in thjs wwld, as an in- 
ducement ; but the rewards of religion are principally 
future: there is something better in store-^«a4 
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tbongb you may not have all you oonld wish, God 
will take care of your best interests, if you live to 
his ^ry« Every step in the way of region is a 
step towards heaven ; crooked as the path may 
appear, its termination is in the bright and blessed 
world above. But she res<dved— 

2. To adopt Naomi* 9 peepU, " Thy people shall be 
my people." Ruth knew that people to be the 
people of God ; and from what she lutd see^n of her 
good mother-in-law, she conclude that they were 
a very holy and hap}^ people ; but tiiia is not always 
a corre«st way of judging for or against religicm, by 
the conduct of one or two of its professors ; though, 
till we know anything to the contrary, it is the only 
role by whidi we can judge. Some professors are a 
disgrace to the holy name by which tiiey are called ; 
wh3e others are so much better than the common 
mass with which they are asaociatedf that we are apt 
to suppose that all are, as they ought tQ be, equally 
holy. But we have a surer word, to which we 
do well to take heed; unlike Ruth, we have the 
entire scriptures in our hands, by which we can try 
the spu-its whether they be of God ; and ascertain 
what are the proper grounds of a religious profes- 
sion. He is not a Christian who is one outwardly ; 
neither is that baptism which is outward in the flesh. 
But when we nave discovered who the people 
of God are, then let us say, tiiy peq>le riiall b^ 
mine. O that many a heart might address the 
speaker to-night, and my, " Thy people shall be my 
people ! " and could I hope that there was only one 
ready to say so— I would reply, •' Come with us, 
and we will do you good !" Instead of attempting 
to pursuade you to go back, we would org^e you, by 
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every consideration, to go forward. Adopt the peo- 
ple of God as your people, for assuredly tf you can- 
,not find true pleasure in their society, you will look 
for it in vain elsewhere. 

(To be continued,) 



HOME, THE TRUE SPHERE OF WOMAN. 

I ask not in the stately hall 

To mingle in the festival ; 

To join the dance and lead the song, 

Amid a gay and giddy throng ; 

From scenes like these my heart would roam. 

And pine for a sechided home. 

I ask not wreaths from laurellM fame, 
To crown my brow and deck my name ; 
Her clarion notes so full and loud, 
May charm the busy restless crowd. 
Too high they swell, when pealing near 
For timid woman's feeble ear. 

A humble, quiet path be mine, 

I ask to cheer and not to shine ; 

Around the ^e and social board, 

To hear and speak the gladdening word ; 

And in home labours, day by day, 

Calmly pursue my pilgrim way. 

False are the friends who*d lure our feet 
To roads untried and paths unmeet, 
And break the chain that binds our hearts 
To household cares and household arts ; 
We list not to the tempting word, 
We know the mandate of our Lord. 

And let it be our aim, our boast, 
To labour humbly at our post, 
Ne*er wandering on forbidden ground. 
But safe and blest in duty*s bound, 
And thankful for the joys that come, * 
To woman's heart in peaceful home. 

From '* Every-Day Duties. By M. A.Stodari." 
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THE FIRST SEBVANT. 
(Continued from page 90 J 

Saeah could not but be conscious of her valae in 
the family, and by degrees she rose in self-impor- 
tance, and her mistress was despised in her eyes. 
Still she was really attached, and generally behaved 
with great kindness and attention, especially in time 
of illness ; bat she ' sa£Fered herself now and then to 
throw oat a galling taant or invidious comparison. 
These were generally borne in silence; but some- 
times, in a moment of irritation, Eliza -would venture 
sharply to reprove the impertinence. This generally 
led to some haughty retort — " Well, if I do not give 
satisfaction, I am very willing to leave." Then a few 
days of sullen silence succeeded, after which an ex- 
planation took place, in which the mistress generally 
had to make some sort of concession, and matters 
agsdn went on harmoniously for a time. At length, 
on one occasion, Sarah had mortifyingly displayed 
her superior ascendancy over the children, which the 
mother very naturally, but perhaps in her circmn-' 
stances imprudently, resented, and declared she 
would not put up with it. Sarah declared neither 
would she. And it issued in a separation. 

Now came the trial of strength. Had Eliza been 
diUgent in improving herself daring the five or six 
years that she enjoyed the valuable services of 
Sarah, she might have fitted herself to take the 
management of the house, and to direct the move- 
ments of a stranger ; but, instead of doing so, she 
had suffered herself to become more and more 
inactive. She knew not what was in the house, 
nor where it was to be found, nor in what propor- 
tions it was to be allotted out for use, nor how long 
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it ought to last, nor when or where a fresh supply 
should be obtained. Hence she was incapable of 
giving directicms to her new servant, and was left 
at the mercy of o&e who proved to be an ex- 
travagant and selfish as Sarah had been frugal and 
faith£l. The children and the nurse-girl had been 
subject to Sarah, bat they had not b^n subject to 
their mother and mistress, neither were they dis- 
posed to yield subjection to new authority. AH 
therefore was anarchy and insubordination. 

The difference soon attracted the notice and ex- 
cited the dissatis^iction of the nale head of the 
fanuly ; for though little disposed to interfere while 
all went on ordeiiy and comfortably, he could not 
but perceive that order and comfort had forsaken 
his dwelling. The inconvenience was acknowleged 
by Eliza, and the remedy sought in changing her ser- 
vants. Several successive changes produced no real 
improvement; and, at length, the habitual discomfort 
of home ex<;ited that restiless kind of dissatisfiaotion 
which ciUEmot long exist without irritation of teniper. 
Who can wonder that even a kind-hearted and partial 
husband began to perceive that tiie root of the de- 
iJBCt lay in £e inefficiency of her who ought to pre- 
side over and direct the whole, and that he shoold 
sometimes give vent to his feelings in a gentle re- 
BBonstrance, and sometimes in an expression of re- 
prctech, which was sometimes kindly received, but 
more frequency pettishly resented ? Yes, the begin- 
ning of idtercation between a really affectionate pair 
began in the disadvantageous comparison between 
domestic cctmforts in the days when .Sarah was the 
servant, or rather the -mistress, and those in which 
the mistress held, or rather neglected to hold, the 
reins. 
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Matters had gone on in this way nearly a year, 
wken Sarah happened to eail to see her former 
mistress and the children to whom she was really 
attached. The cordiality with which she was wel- 
comed both by modier and children, was mingled, in 
tke former, with feelings of confiision at the untidy, 
disorderly condition of the house, which could not 
escape observation. She stammered out an awk- 
ward apology about the carelessness and untidiness of 
her serrmts, and declared that she was wearied out 
of attempting to improve them, and must endeavour 
to suit herself by changing again. 

Sarah threw out a hint that she was not very 
comfortable in her situation, and had some thoughto 
of quitting it at the end of the year. 

ESiza eagerly caught the suggestion, and proposed 
to her to return to her old place, which, after stipu- 
lating for increttse of wages, prerogatives, aiul indul- 
gences, she consented to do ; and in the course of a 
month she was reinstated in her former sovereignty, 
with an assistant of her own selecting. 

Order and comfort in the household department 
seemed restored as with a magic hand; except as 
the mistress bad daily to endure some reproachful 
remark on the waste, destruction, and injury of 
property during the past year, which Sarah de- 
clared had exceeded the fair wear and tear of 
twenty years, or, as she sometimes quahfied it, 
" at least seven, not to tell a bit of a story." 

However, notwithstanding the ruefol catalogue of 
things broken, misapplied, lost, or injured, which she 
proncmncd it impossible ever to set to rights, things 
£d in a great degree come to rights, much to the 
honour of Sarah's skill and industry in accomplish- 
ing impossibilities. 
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DOMESTIC ECONOMY.— No. 6. 
Regulations of J>ief.— Many ahut themselTes up en- 
tirely in unpleasant weather during the long winter, or 
whenever they find a pressure of business within, or un- 
pleasant weather without ; and yet they eat just as yoraci- 
ously as if they took exercise every day. To say that no 
attention is to be i>aid to diet, is madness. You must pay 
attention to it sooner or later. If you are careful to take 
regular, vigorous exercise every day in the open air, then 
you may eat, and pay less attention to quantity and quality. 
But if you take but little exercise, you may be sure that you 
are to be a severe sufferer if yon do not take food in the 
same proportion. I do not ask you to diet, that is, to be as 
difficult, and as changeable, and as whimsical as possible, as 
if the great point were to see how much you can torment 
yourself and others; but I do ask you to beware as to the 
quantity of food, which you hurry into the stomach, thtee 
times each day, without giving it any rest. It is the quan- 
tity rather than the kinds of f<X)d, which destroys sedentary 
persons ; it is certainly true that the more simple the food, 
the better. If you are unusually hurried this week, if it 
storms to-day, so that, in these periods, you cannot go out 
and take exercise ; let your diet be sparing, though the temp- 
tation to do otherwise will be very strong. When by any 
.means you have been injured by your food, have overstepped 
the proper limits as to eating ; I have found in such cases, 
that the most perfect way to recover is, to abstain entirely 
from food for tiiree or six meals. By this time the stomach 
will be free, and the system be restored. I took the hint 
from seeing an idiot who sometimes had turns of being un- 
well : at such times he abstained entirel;f from food for about 
three days, in which time nature recovered herself, and he 
was well. This wUl frequently, and perliaps generally, 
answer instead of medicine, and is every way more pleasant. 
The most distinguished physicians have ever reconmiended 
this course. It is part of the Mahometan and Pagan systems 
of religion, that the body should be recruited by frequent 
fastings. *^ Let a bull-dog be fed in his infancy upon pap, 
Naples' biscuit, and boiled chicken; let him be wrapped in 
flannel at night, sleep on a good feather bed, and ride out in a 
coach for an airing ; and if his posterity do not "become short- 
limbed, puny, and Taletudinarian, it will be a wonder." 
-^Todd's Student* 8 Manual. • 
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THE INFLUENCE OF EXAMPLE AS A MEANS OF 
DOING GOOD. 

Our Saviour's plan for the extension of Christianity 
in the world was, that the spirit of piety should 
spread from heart to heart, hy a sort of moral con- 
tagion. There was provisiop made, it is true, for 
argument to convince, and instruction to enlighten, 
and threatenings to awe mankind ; hut from the 
whole tenour of the Saviour's preaching, and his 
whole course of conduct, it is plain, that he relied 
mostly upon that practical manifestation of the power 
of religion, which he himself and his disciples were 
to make to men. The various metaphors he used, 
all indicate how much he expected from the moral 
influence of a bright example. 

The contest which is going on In the world, 
between good and evil, is a contest of feeling, more 
than one of argument. Bad principles and bad 
passions, spread by the direct action of heart upon 
heart, and good principles, and benevolent and holy 
emotions, appeal in the same way to the consciences 
of men, with far greater power than any other moral 
causes. This is the reason why our Saviour laid so 

Vol. III. Q 
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much stress upon the power and influence of Chris- 
tian example. His followers were to be the light 
of the world. They were to be the salt, which 
purifies and saves by its presence, and its direct and 
salutary action. They were to be the leaven, which 
communicated its own properties to the mass which 
surrounds it, by the simple influence of its touch. 
In many ways, Jesus Christ plainly showed how 
much he expected would be accomplished by the 
moral power of the mere presence and manifestations 
of piety in the midst of a world lying in sin. 

He ordained many other modes of exerting influ- 
ence to spread his kingdom. But they all depended 
for their success, in a great measure, on being con- 
nected with this. The Gospel was to be preached 
everywhere, but its practical effects upon the lives of 
those who embraced it, were to give power to this 
preaching. In fact, it was our Saviour's character 
which gave their immense effect to his instructions ; 
and Paul, if he had been a selfish, worldly man, might 
have declaimed against sin in Jerusalem, or Athens, 
or Rome, for half a century in vain. The rapid 
progress of true religion in early times, was un- 
doubtedly owing in a great measure, to the lofty 
standard of practical piety, by which the instructions 
of public preaching were enforced. The pulse of 
ardent love to God, and true benevolence to man, 
beat high and strong in the hearts of the early 
Christians; and the warm fire is the one which 
spreads easily. 
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It has been the same in principle ever since those 
days. The efforts which have been most successful 
in bringing men to repentance and salvation have 
been, not those connected with the most powerful 
arguing, or the most distinguished eloquence, or the 
most adroit manoeuvers ; but those which have 
originated in, and been sustained by, the warmest 
and most devoted piety. Thus many of the most 
successful sermons have had little literary merit. It 
was the warm and unaffected spirit of the preacher, 
which awakened, by sympathy, the moral suscepti- 
bihties of the hearer. Many a mother, in des- 
pair of doing any thing herself for her child but to 
pray for him, has supplied, by the warmth and heart- 
felt interest of the prayers which she has uttered in 
his presence, the veiy means a£ his conversion, — so 
far as human means can go. The holy and heavenly 
spirit which has glowed in her heart, the love of the 
Saviour, the hatred of sin, the desire for spiritual 
union with God, have been made the means, by the 
divine spirit, of awakening the moral susceptibiUties 
in the heart of her child. Conscience has been 
aroused, and the lost child saved — while the sons 
and daughters of many a profound theologian, of far 
more extensive religious knowledge, but of a more 
lukewarm heart, have gone down, notwithstanding 
all parental efforts, to the grave, in sin. And so it 
has often happened, that some obscure and solitary 
Christian, living in want, and seeing all the world 
above him, has spent year after year, thinking that 
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he does no good, and can do none, and wondering' 
why God could spare a useless tree so long. And 
yet, though he knew it not, the light and influence 
of his Christian example have been seen and felt all 
around him. The spirit which has reigned within 
his bosom has spread, by sympathy, to many others ; 
and it has often aroused conscience, and held back a 
soul from many of its sins, where it could not win it 
completely to holiness ; and thus God keeps this his 
humble follower on the stage of action, as one of the 
most efficient labourers in his vineyard, while he 
himself knows not why he is spared. Yes, holiness 
is the great instrument by which holiness is to be 
spread. It will work most powerfully itself, by its 
mere existence and manifestation ; and it must give 
to every other means, almost their whole efficiency, 
in acting upon the human soul. 

D. V. M. 



FACTS AND HINTS FOR MOTHERS* MEETINGS. 

TttB ''MOTHBR'S rock." 

Humboldt, in his celebrated Travels, teUs us, that 
after he had left the abodes of civilisation far behind, 
in the wilds of South America, he found, near the 
confluence of the Atabapo and the Rio Temi Rivers, 
a high rock — called the *' Mothbr's Rock." 

The circumstances which gave this remarkable 
name to the rock were these : — 

In 1799, a Roman Catholic missionary led his half- 
civilized Indians out on one of those hostile excur- 
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sione, which they often made, to kidnap slaves for 
the Christians. They found a Guahiha woman in a 
solitary hut, with three children — ^two of whom were 
infants. The father, with the older children, had 
gone out to fish, and the mother in vain tried to fly 
with her babes. She was seized by these man- 
hunters, hurried into a boat, and carried away to a 
missionary station at San Fernando. 

She was now far from her home ; but she had left 
children there, who had gone with their father. She 
repeatedly took her three babes and tried to escape, 
but was as often seized, brought back, and most 
tinmercifuDy beaten with whips. 

At length the missionary determined to separate 
this mother from her three children ; and for this 
purpose, sent her in a boat up the Atabapo river, to 
the missions of the Rio Negro, at a station called 
Javita. 

Seated in the bow of the boat, the mother knew 
not where she was going, or what fate awaited her. 
She was bound, solitary and alone in the bow of the 
long-boat; but she judged, from the direction of 
the sun, that she was gomg away from her children. 
By a sudden effort, she broke her bonds, plunged 
into the river, swam to the left bank of the Atabapo, 
and landed upon a Rock. She was pursued, and at 
evening retaken, and brought back to the rock, 
where she was scourged till her blood reddened the 
rock,^-calling for her children ! And the rock has 
ever since been called " Thb Mothbr's Rock." Her 
hands were then tied upon her back, still bleeding 
from the lashes of the manaatee thongs of leather. 
She was then dragged to the mission at Javita, and 
thrown into a kind of stable. The night was pro- 
foundly dark, and it was in the midst of the rainy 
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season. She was now full seventy-five miles from 
her three children, in a straight line." Between her 
and her children, lay forests never penetrated by 
human footsteps ; swamps and morasses, and rivers, 
never crossed by man. But her children are at San 
Fernando ; — and what can quench a mother's love ? 
Though her arms were wounded, she succeeded in 
biting her bonds with' her teeth, and in the morning 
she was not to be found ! At the fourth rising sun, 
she had passed through the forests — ^swam the rivers 
— and, all bleeding and worn out, "was seen hovering 
roimd the little cottage in which hei* babes were 
sleeping ! 

She was seized once more; — and before her 
wounds were healed, she was again torn from her 
children, and sent away to the missions on the upper 
Oroonofco River — where she drooped and shortly 
died, refusing all kinds of nourishment — died of a 
broken heart at being torn from her children ! Such 
is the history of " The Mother's Rock !" 

Perhaps I might make use of this touching story 
to lead you to contemplate the curse of slavery ; or 
to show you how for cruelty may fill the hearts of 
those who profess to bear the image of Jesus Christ : 
but T have a difi*erent object in view, and I mention 
it solely to illustrate one single point, viz : — the 
strength of a mother's love for her children ; — a 
feeling as universal as man, and a stream so deep, 
that nothing but the eye of the Omniscient One 
can see its bottom ! For, wherever you find woman, 
whether exalted to her place by the Gospel, reduced 
to a mere animal by Mciiomet, or sunk still lower by 
heathenism, you find this same unquenchable love 
for her children. She will cheerfully wear herself 
out, and go down to the grave, to alleviate the 
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sofierings of a single child. I have now in my 
mind a poor widow, who told me, at the funeral of a 
son, whose intellect and reason had been destroyed 
by fits, that for thirty-eight years she had never passed 
a angle night, in which she did not rise once or 
more, and go and minister to the wants of that child! 
She was literally worn out, and in a few weeks 
followed her son to the grave. 

The heart of the mother can never grow cold. 
Her offspring may go out one by one, and be scat- 
tered to the four quarters of the globe; but the 
rivers that run, and the mountams that rear their 
heads, and the long deserts that he between her and 
them, neither lessen her love, nor loose the bonds 
which hold them to her heart. Time and distance 
do nothing towards extinguishing those eternal fires 
which bum in her heart. From the moment that she 
first gazes on the face of her babe, to that in which she 
closes her eyes in the slumbers of death, she never 
remits her care, her anxieties, or her love for him. 
Sermon to Mothers, by " Todd,*" 



RUTH; 

OR, THE IMPORTANCE OF DECISION IN THE FEMALE 
CHARACTER. 

{Contintted from page 116.) 

But Ruth Resolved, 

3. To avow and worship Naomi's God. "Thy 
God shall be my God." In the service of dumb 
idols I have (bund no delight, but from what I 
have heard and known of thy Grod, I behev^ him to 
be the only object worthy of homage and praise. I 
hombly take him for my God, and shall feel myself 
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sapremely happy, if he will own me as his worshipper 
and child." And how is this hlessedness, my dear 
Mends, to become yours ? How can you take the 
Lord as your God? By the same principle only 
which operated on the mind of Ruth: — ^by faith Ruth 
beheved in God, and believed in his willingness to 
receive and accept a humble stranger like herself; 
and so must you go to God through Jesus Christ,. 
beUeving that, for his dear sake, he will pardon your 
sins, and adopt you into his family. Oh ! the felicity 
of being able to say, "The Lord is my God,** 
Blessed indeed is that man, blessed is that woman,, 
to whom this happiness is granted. Is it yours ? 
Is it mine ? If not, the fault is entirely our own» 
for to the vilest sinner God says, "Come and' let us 
reasoD together !" By the precious blood of his 8on» 
God has provided a way for our reconciliation and 
adoption ; and now we can say, " Behold what 
manner of love the father hath bestowed upon us. 
that we should be called the children of God ! Be- 
hold now, even now, amidst all our poverty, guilt, 
and defilement, even now we are the sons of God ; 
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be, but we 
know that when he shall appear we shall be like him, 
for we shall see him as he is." But finally, 

4. She solemnly swears that nought hxX death shall 
separate her from Naomi, her spiritual guide. Ruth 
would die where Naomi died, and be buried in the 
same grave with her. Death alone should dissolve 
the connexion that now existed between them. The 
language employed is strong, but it is the language 
of afiection and of religion, which is the only true 
source of eveiy, kindly feeling. It is language 
which a worshipper of/ the true God alone would 
employ. She was taught by Naomi to beHeve in 
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the existence ci Jehovah, and His glorious attri- 
bates ; in his knowledge of what she now said, and 
his ability to inflict the dreadful penalty which at- 
tadied to her crime, if she dared go back again to 
her people and her Gods. Religion, my friends, is a 
service for life. It is not a matter to suit your 
pnesent convenience, or answer a present purpose ; 
but when once you take the Saviour's yoke, 
you must continue to bear it, when once you 
avow yourselves to be the disciples of Christ, 
you must follow him even to prison, and to 
death. " If any man draw back, my soul shall have 
no Measure in him." Under the heaviest circum- 
stances, and when allured, tempted, and tried, you 
must say, "Thy vows are upon me, O Grod, thy 
vows are upon me." "This God is my God for 
ever and ever; he will be my guide even unto 
death." The engagement to be God*s people is 
most awful, solemn, and binding; and dierefore, 
while I should heartily rejoice to see you all, both 
old and young, both male and female, avow the Lord 
to be your God, I would earnestly beseech you to 
consider that the engagement is one which neither 
time iftor eternity can dissolve ! Let yours be the 
resolution of Ruth : — 

" Now I am thine, for erer thine, 

Hot shall my purpose move. 
Thy hfuid hath loosed my bond of sin, 

And bonnd me with thy love. 
Here in thy courts I leave my vow, 

And thy rich grace record ; 
Witness, ye ssdnts, who hear me now. 

If I forsake the Lord." 

We will next consider 

III. Hbr subsbquent bistort. 

g2 
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And this part of the subject is principally 
Talaable as showing us the sincerity of her resolu- 
tion, and the rewards of true piety; but 1 can merely 
mention the different topics to which I advert, and 
leave them to your own meditations, to follow them 
up at your leisure, and 

1 . She proved herself a genuine proselyte to the 
cause of true religion. When she avowed herself a 
proselyte, there was nothing before her but poverty 
and destitution ; but there are many who can bear 
poverty, and still retain the form of religion^ while 
•.here are other circumstances which show that the 
work is not genuine in their hearts. Let the world 
smile, let property increase, let all outward things go 
smoothly, and it will soon appear that they have not 
the root of the matter within them ; for in the time 
of temptation they hUl away. Such was not the 
religion of Ruth ; for wh^n die became a pros][)uerous, 
wealthy, and happy woman, she stUi retained her 
singleness of person, and devotion of heart and life. 
All that we want to see in you, my young Iriends, 
is the same inward purity of heart, the same sim- 
plicity of character, the same consecration to God, 
and you are made for ever. But Ruth's religion was 
proved by h«?r. works; — 

2. She was affectionate and obedient. For such is 
the nature and effect of true piety wherever it exists, 
either in male or female. Ruth's miod was brought 
to her circumstances. She was not above work, 
and work which might be considered menial, though 
she had been the wife of one whose parents were 
once in most respectable, if not abluent circumstances: 
for from what Naomi said to her neighbours, it 
appears that she went out f^om Bethlehem Jvll, but 
she had returned empty atid alone, except for the 
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company of this interesting stranger, who proved to 
her better than seven sons, and the richest inherit- 
ance. O that all oar parents could have this testi- 
mony borne on onr behalf; that onr individual aflec- 
tion, diligence and obedience, render us of the ut- 
most value to them ; as Naomi's neighbours rea<lily de- 
clared concerning her devoted daughter. My young 
friends professing godliness, by your whole conduct 
toward your parents, prove to them and the world 
in general, that your religion is something more 
than a mere form, and name ; that it is indeed a 
glorious reality. 

3. She became the wife of a great man, a mighty 
man of wealth. 

But from the beautiful and affecting history of her 
case, it appears that she did not marry Boaz, for his 
money or estates, but simply because it was so 
directed by the law of God, or the usages of the 
country, she had adopted as her own. She went 
not after young men, whether poor or rich, but took 
Boaz as her husband, because it was due to the 
memory of her deceased husband, and to the advan- 
tage of the property which he inherited. Considera- 
tions Uke these of a worldly nature will not be Ukely 
to weigh much with you respecting the sacred duty 
of marriage, but there is one duty imperatively bind- 
ing upon every professor of religion, " to marry only 
in the Lord." Keep that rule of the kingdom of 
Christ before your mind, when entering into engage- 
ments like these, and though you may not become 
the wives " of mighty men of wealth," yet, if you 
become the wives of good men, whether poor or rich, 
you will have much greater tranquilhty, prosperity, 
and bliss in the marriage state. Husbands and 
wives who love God, cannot help but love one 
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another ; and if they love each other, they will be 
happy whatever their outward circumstances may be. 
' This is a subject with which your hap^piness is so 
closely connected, and on whidi the Scriptures are 
so express, that I would again say* imitate Ruth — 
distinctly obey the law of Christ, and Christ will 
take care to honour you, and promote your hi^pi- 
ness whether you be married or single. Would 
young women but seriously attend to this one par- 
ticular, they might rest assured that they would 
more frequently raise both religion and themselves 
in the estimation of the other. For, if worldly men 
saw that they had no chance of obtaining your hands, 
till they first gave their own hearts to the Lord, it 
would make them think more highly of the Saviour ^a 
claims to their obedience and love. 
(To be continued.) 



A WEDDING HYMN. 

Now, gracious Lord, thy favor show ! 

Look kindly from above, 
And make these two fond hearts to know 

The riehes of thy love. 

O may they ever cleave to Thee, 
Their best — their truest friend ; 

To them a constant guardian be, 
And keep them to the end. 

Crown them with mercy all tbdr days ; 

With peace their dwelling fill ; 
Teach them to love thy h<dy ways — 

To do thy holy will. 

Give these, thy children, heavenly minds; 

O let their union be. 
An image of the tie that binds 
Thy blood-bought Church to the Thee. 
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And grant that all who now unite 

To hail their opening sprhig, 
May join with them, in worlcU of light, . 

Thine endless praise to sing ! 



EFFORTS TO BENEFIT FEMALES. 

Chapel House, H . 



Mt Dbab — — , 

Many thanks for your kind letter and "Females' 
Adirocate." I had never seen a copy or ever heard 
of it before.* The work of .the Lord is going on in 
the Boidst of us. You will be surprised when I tell 
you that we have 80 mothers and about 300 children 
under instruction. The attendance of the former 
has become so numerous that we have been obliged 
to move .from the Vestry to the Chapel, and so bene- 
ficial have been the results, that mothers, their hus- 
bands, and their children, are now seen as attentive 
hearers of the Gospel. May the Lord make them 
doers of the word. Our Sunday-school is so in- 
creased that yesterday we were obliged to form four 
new classes, and set over them some of the eldef 
girls, who will add to my labours by meeting me 
for instruction in their important duties once a week. 
My hands are so fidl that I can scarcely find hours 
enough in the day, or days enough in the week, to 
perform my duties. I am now writing with my precious 
little ones creeping at my feet, and calling off my 

* We fbar that this is a very common case, and therefore, 
oar readers will greatly oblige us by making our Uttle publica- 
tions more extensi?ely known. Editor. 
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attention from you every five minutes. Believe me, 
however, they are not the less attended to for the 
deep and growing interest their Mamma takes in 
Maternal Associations. 

My class of young women is increased to 49 — 
quite a formidable congregation. I am sometimes 
overwhelmed in the prospect of meeting the mothers, 
having the entire duties of each meeting to perform 
myself. I should feel most thankful ^ you could 
lend me any thing useful to read to them; remember, 
they are all, but two or three, poor women. My 
favourite book is Mrs. Sigoumcy, but this I find 
is above their comprehension. The "Mother at 
Home," and the *' Mothers* Magazine/" I find 
best adapted for usefulness among them. I have 
an interesting pupil just now, one whom I trust will 
soon be at the feet of Jesus. Last week, after the 
females' prayer meeting, one of the mothers came 
to me, and clasping my hand in both her's, vnth 
streaming eyes, said, " Ma'am, will you teach me 
to read } I am an old woman, and a great sinner." 
You may be sure I told her to come next day, and 
so in earnest is she, that already she can put her 
letters together. I never saw any thing like this 
before; she reads, then weeps, then prays, then wipes 
her glasses, and reads again. She has in truth been 
a great sinner, and I am obliged to point her to a 
great Saviour to keep her from despair. Many of 
the mothers cannot read. I have offered to teach 
them. May the Lord give me strength to go 
forward. 

Yours affectionately, 

A.— J.— M.— 
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THE FIRST SERVANT. 

C Continued from page 119 J 

Obdbr was not so quickly restored in the nursery : 
for steel fenders and grates, into which the rust has 
eaten, may he more easily polished, and the grease 
may be extracted from the carpet, and the maho- 
gany furniture which has become dull and scratched, 
may be made smooth and bright, and broken china, 
and lost brushes, and knives, &c. &c., may be replaced 
much more easily than children can be restored to a 
state of subordination, obedience, and harmony. 
Even this, however, was in some degree effected. 
Tbey became comparatively manageable, and the 
parents comparativdy satisfied and comfortable. But 
then, with all these improvements, a mischievous im- 
pression was made on all parties to the disparage- 
ment of the female head of the family, who, unques- 
tionably, ought to be the centre of domestic comfort 
and goiod management. Sarah herself felt that she 
was a person of far more consequence in the house 
than her mistress, and she grew more and more 
assuming. 

The children felt that Sarah exercised more autho- 
rity than their mother; that the mother might be 
disobeyed with impunity, but Sarah must not — in- 
deed the authority of Sarah was sometimes called 
in to bolster up that of the mother — and no young 
person was ever suffered to entertain a disparaging 
opinion of a mother, but it proved a real injury to 
Ins or her own character through future life. The 
husband perceived it, and insensibly acquired a 
habit of appl3rmg to, and d€|)endh^ upon the servant 
rather than the wife for little domestic comforts 
and attrition. The wife perceived it ; she felt her*- 
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self degraded and slighted; but instead of being 
roused to persevering exertion, to regain her for- 
feited ascendancy, by becoming what she ought to 
be, she suffered herslf to sink in supine despondency 
and habitual discontent, giving vent to her feelings in 
angry but unavailing reprimands of her children, in 
ungraceful altercations with her servant, and in 
jealous reproaches of her husband. She often said, 
that from the time that Sarah returned to her ser- 
vice she had never known a day's domestic happi- 
ness. She might have said, that domestic happiness 
was forfeited in her first yielding to supineness, 
reclining on an able servant, and relaxing or failing 
to employ her own strenuous efforts to improve her- 
self, and fill her proper office with fidelity, diligence, 
acceptance, and success. 

The young mistress, who, at first starting, pro- 
poses to take a young servant, and train her to her 
own habits, ought already to have had some ex- 
perience in domestic life, to be methodical in her 
arrangements, vigilant in her superintendance, and 
firm in her requirements. Where this is the case, a 
young mistress and a young servant may prove great 
acqubitions to each other, and much domestic order, 
economy, and comfort, be the happy result. 

In very early life, Mary had been initiated by a 
judicious mother in habits of domestic usefulness and 
order, and by the death of that mother the whole 
charge of domestic management had devolved on 
herself and a younger sister. The neatness, economy, 
and good taste, conspicuous through the arrangements 
of the family, were highly creditable to the young 
housekeepers, and greatly promoted the comfort of the 
bereaved father. They were thus also deriving ob- 
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nervation and experience, which would eminently 
qualify them for dkcharging similar duties in houses 
of their own. 

In prospect of her marriage with a worthy young 
minister of limited income, Mary considered it her 
duty to prepare for conducting domestic expenditure 
on the most economical plan, and hoped that, hy 
personal activity and superintendance, she might he 
able to manage with a young girl, at low wages ; one 
who, not having heen out in service, would not have 
acquired high notions of ispuming at the fru- 
gality and vigilance which she felt it incumbent on 
her to exercise. Accordingly, she selected a girl 
whom she had long known as a diligent and well be- 
haved Sunday-scholar. This girl was remarkably 
clean and neat in her dress, the eldest daughter of 
honest, industrious, aud thrifty parents, and had long 
been accustomed to manage the house and the 
younger children during the occasional absence 
of her mother. 

{To be continued,) 



LESSONS ?PpM THE BOOK OF NATURE. 

FUBZB. 

" Herb the furze, 
Enricbed among its spines with golden flowers. 
Scents the keen ^r, while all its thorny groups, 
Wide scattered o'er the waste are full of life, 
For 'midst the yellow bloom, the assembled chats 
With their shrill notes, cheer the' extensive heatii." 

^^^thin a short distance of my home is a piece of 
broken ground, now gorgeously clothed with this 
brilliant flower, and the slopes, hung with living 
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gold, are almost pamfbl to the eye when viewed in 
Sie sun.-^-The **gold6n baskets," loading the air 
with perfume, hang thickly on the spring branches : 
hete has the free wild bird her dwelling, and the 
hard-worked beast enjoys a Sabbath day's repose, 
cropping a scanty meal from the short herbage that 
grows between the broad patches of furze. . This 
plant generally adorns our commons and waste 
spots, where its rich hues attract but httle attention, 
and its fragrant breath wins but small regard. Yet 
I know not that earth has a more glorious sight to 
offer than the blossomed furze, — ^m England cer- 
tainly not, and one can hardly wonder at the en- 
thusiasm with which the Swedish botanist is said to 
have greeted this flower when it first met his gaze, 
and who' broke forth into the language of thanks- 
giving, that he had been permitted to behold so 
glorious a sight. For myself, I marvel rather at 
the coldness and insensibility evinced by so many to 
the beauties of creation. Here is a sight of sur- 
passing splendor, displaying in perfection the won- 
der-working hand of the great Creator. Yet, from 
some, shall we hear no exclamation of delight at its 
loveliness, no word of praise recording a sense of 
the bounty that spread this " field of cloth of gold." 
Language is lavished in abundance to extol some 
imperfect production of man! and the f^te, or 
brilliant assembly, is spoken of with animation in 
lengthened phrase, whilst many an inviting sped;acle 
of nature fails to attract beholders, or obtains but a 
transient glance. — How industrious is man in the 
pursuit of this world's wealth; whilst the vast 
treasury of nature is unexplored, her riches un- 
sought, though, for the spirit that uses them aright, 
they can supply a contentment which gold and 
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silver will never procure ! well may the Poet ex- 
claim — 

" The world is too much with us, late and soon, 
Gretting and spending, we lay waste our powers. 
Little we see in nature that is ours ; 
We have giy^n our hearts away ; a sordid boon ! " 

We cannot doubt, that the sense of beauty — which 
sense, given to us alone of fdl the animated kingdom, 
-4b designed no less for our profit than for our 
pleasure. The cultivation of this taste is therefore 
a duty, and will be found to open a source of in- 
exhaustible benefit and delight. Where the eye has 
been taught to seek for beauty, the mind accustomed 
to refer all to the author of beauty, and the soul 
tutored to dwell upon his infinite love and wisdom, 
how great is the enjoyment afibrded by each country 
ramble, how varied are the lessons to be gathered 
from the lowly weed, the stately tree, the trim par- 
terre, or the uncultivated waste ! Thus, from con- 
templating the beauty of the golden furze, I have 
been led to enforce the general duty of attention to 
the gifts of nature, and constant consideration of 
the bounty of God — and trust that my readers will 
not have found according to Goldsmith's descrip- 
tion, — the 

** Blossomed furze tmprofitahly gay." 

L.N. 



THE SHUNAMITE. 

No troubled looks her grief bespoke, 
No tear bedimmed her eye, 

But faith stood firm beneath the stroke 
That caused her agony. 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



140 THE WOMAN THAT " WAS A SINNBR." 

Her child of promise snatcli'd away, 

None can the conflict tell, 
Of mingled feelings deep that lay 

Beneath that calm " Tis well." 

She sought the prophet, hut in yain. 

To ask his aid she tried ; 
Nature resumed her power again, 

And utterance was denied. 

Brief was the triumph, faith revives ; 

She cries with energy, 
•* As thy Lord God in heaven lives, 

I will not part from thee." 

And fkith prevails ; Elislia's prayers 

Can e'en the dead restore. 
Within her arms the mother hears 

Her living child once more. 

The Christian mother's hope how sweet ! 

How sure the promise given ! 
In life eternal she shall meet 

The cHild she trained for heaven. A. N. 



THE WOMAN THAT ''WAS A SINNER." 

A SKETCH. 

The Lord Jesus having been invited by Simon the 
Pharisee " to eat with him/' has entered his house, 
and is seated at his table. 

Does Simon then love our master, that he thus 
desires his presenge ? Is his pharisaical pride hum- 
bled by a consciousness of sin, and is he so distressed 
thereby, as to seek a refuge from the wrath to come, 
and to look to the Son of God as a Saviour ? Has 
the love of the world given place to the love of the 
Lord, and the love of the brethren ? 

We must observe his actions which alone can lead 
us to a correct judgment, and prove his discipleshlp. 
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The customs of the country require that the feet of 
an invited guest should he washed, and his head 
anointed : will not Simon, then, either perform these 
offices for Jesus, or enforce it upon his servants to 
do so? 

The meal is begun, and the feet of the honoured 
Master remain unwashed, and his head unanointed. 
Hence it is obvious that the pride of the Pharisee, 
which will not admit of the discharge of an act of 
established observance, is still unsubdued. 

This reflection is interrupted by the entrance of a 
woman, who, filled with some high design, disregards 
the assembled company ; she bears in her hand an 
alabaster vase, which, as she passes onwards, emits 
a fragrant odour : tremblingly she approaches Jesus 
and bends before him in a posture of adoration — she 
too, is a mourner, but it is not for the dead she weeps, 
— ^whence then her grief ? 

The expression of Simon's countenance informs 
us who she is ; he regards her with unmingled dis- 
dain, for " she is a sinner;" as such she is known, 
and as such she knows herself. This conviction is 
the cause of her sorrow, which is so absorbing, that 
it banishes the fear of man, and fills this weeping 
female, abashed by a feehng of degradation, with 
sufficient courage to enter uninvited into the presence 
of the haughty, self-righteous Simon, that she may 
find access to Jesus ; for where He is, there, at all 
hazards must she also be. The unbending carriage 
of the master of the feast, his cold and forbidding 
looks, are alike unheeded ; she sees no one but Jesus, 
she thinks of him alone, she seeks for, and hopes to 
obtain pardon, and she can receive no satisfaction at 
a distance from him through whom it is prociu-ed. 

Standing in the presence of our Lord, how is she 
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received by him ? Does he who is purity, reject her 
with contempt? Does he despise the wounded 
spirit, which has led her to come unto him ? Must 
she seek other streams to prepare her for the well of 
water which springeth up into everlasting life ? She 
has not forgotten her sins, even in the Redeemer's 
presence, neither does she esteem them light ; she 
continues to weep, and with her flowing tears she 
washes the feet of Jesus, and wipes them with the 
hairs of her head, and kisses his feet, and anoints 
them with the ointment. The unpardoned sinner 
weeps not for sin, not knowing its sinfulness ; but to 
the pardoned, God by his prophet says. " They will 
remember and be confounded, and never open their 
mouth any more, because of their shame, when I am 
pacified towards them for all that they have done, 
saith the Lord God." 

" Now when the pharisee which had bidden him, 
saw it« he spake within himself, saying, this man, if 
he were a prophet, would have known what manner 
of woman this is that toucheth him. for she is a 
sinner. And Jesus answering these thoughts, said 
unto him, Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee, 
and he saith. Master, say on." Upon which our 
Lord relates a parable of two debtors, one of whom 
owed much, the other little, to the same creditor ; 
" and when they had nothing to pay, he frankly for- 
gave them both: tell me," continued our Lord, 
addressing Simon, " which of these will love him 
most ? " Simon replies in a way to secure our 
Lord's approbation, and at the same time to condemn 
his own hard thoughts, " I suppose he to whom he 
forgave most." 

Our Lord directs Simon to apply this parable to 
the case of the woman. She possesses that grateful 
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love, which entitles her at all times to enter into his 
presence ; and he turns to the woman, and says unto 
Simon, " Seest thou this woman ? I entered into 
thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet ; 
hut she hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped 
them with the hairs of her head ; thou gavest me 
no kiss ; hut this woman, since the time I came in, 
hath not ceased to kiss my feet ; mine head with oil 
thou didst not anoint ; hut this woman hath 
anointed my feet with ointment ; wherefore I say 
unto thee, her sins, which are many, are forgiven 
her, for she loved much, but to whom little is given, 
the same loveth little." "Assuredly, therefore, I 
tell thee, Simon, that so far from this woman being 
unworthy to come near me, by reason of her sins, 
which are indeed great and many, that on the con- 
trary, God having forgiven her, and her repentance 
being sincere, the sense of his mercy hath filled her 
heart with such love and gratitude, as expresses 
itself in extraordinary instances of humble and devout 
thankfulness.*' 

But Simon must apply the parable to himself as 
well as the woman, before he understands its fiill 
meaning. Simon is the creditor who owed little, 
and he thinks he who is willing frankly to forgive 
him, confers but a small obligation : — he forgets that 
he is as unable as the woman which owed much, to 
discharge that obligation; and instead of treating 
Jesus with affectionate regard, his conduct is not 
only cold and indifferent, but it displays tokens of 
studied contempt, which are apparent to all. 

Our Lord again says unto the woman, " thy sins 
are forgiven ; " upon which some of them that sat 
at meat with him, imbued with the spirit of Simon, 
began to say within themselves, "Who is this that 
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forgiveth sins also, — that assumes the prerogative 
of God? 

But Jesus proved to the woman that his words 
were not vain, for she feels that peace, which it is 
alone in the power of God to bestow ; and he said 
to her, "thy faith hath saved thee, go in peace." 
B. B. 

MEMORANDA OF THE PAST MONTH. 

Servants' Home. — Forty-seven young women have 
registered for situations. Seventeen have been 
received as lodgers. Twenty- four families have been 
suited with servants. 

Indigent Refuge. — ^Twelve young girls have 
applied for admission. Six have been admitted, and 
a hke number has been clothed and placed out at 
service. 

Probationary House. — Applicants for refuge 
36 ; admitted 1 7'; sent to District Asylums, or suited 
with situations, 5 ; present number in the house 
forty-four. 

*' The Secretary of the Ladies* Committee has 
nothing particular to state with respect to the inmates 
of the Probationary Hous^; hut one circumstance 
occurred last Committee-day which may he gratifying 
to the Gentlemen's Committee, It is this — One of 
the applicants ^or admission to the house, stated that 
she heard of the Asylum from a young woman who 
met her, and strongly urged her to apply for refuge, 
stating that she herself had once enjoyed the advan- 
tages of the Society's care, and was now living in 
respectable servitude. Is not this the spirit of the 
Gospel? Having received shelter herself she was 
anxious that others also should flee for refuge." 

Extract from Weekly Report of Secretar}'. 
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7BBLING AND PRINCIPLE. 

TflBRB are« perhapa, no two things more frequently 
confounded^ than feelmg and primciple. How often 
do we hear vice extenuated with the remark that the 
man's feelings are good« that he has quick percep- 
tions of the heauty of religion, though, unfortunately, 
bis disposition will not allow him to walk alwa3rB in 
its precepts ! nay, I once read an assertion, that the 
person whose life I had heen perusing^ could not he 
said to be destitute of religion, (though his Memoirs 
sadly proved the contrary,) since he so feelingly en- 
joyed the beauties of the natural world. " Fre- 
quently," says his biographer, " I have seen tears of 
exquisite feehng in his eyes, while he has been gazing 
It some beautiful scenery, whether with the sun 
reigning in his glory and magnificence, or the moon 
gliding in her beauty and icepose." All this cer- 
tainly is possible enough, many are excited even to 
tears at the aspect of Nature in her beauty ; but it is 
also possible, that a man may do this, and yet lead an 
abandoned life, may gaze in raptures on a midnight 
sky, or a glorious sunset, and yet go from the con- 
templation of it to scenes of riot and dissipation. 
Vol. III. H 
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We may &ncy our heart is touched when only our 
imagination is warmed, that we worship Grodr 
when. w« only admire the beauty of his works. 
There are those who will read with emotion the life 
of the Redeemer in his mission of love, who yet 
never dwell a moment on the necessity of porifying 
their hearts aft hj» was pare« of onderiag their lives 
as his was order^, of being perfect as he was per- 
fect; and who, while expatiating with admiration on 
the glory of the Almighty, when ** Sinai smoked 
because the Lord descended upon it in fire** — ^think 
not on the precepts of the lawgiver, or the require- 
ments of the judge. 

Let my readers now follow me in ima^ation to 
the figure of a young female, sitting at an open 
window reading ; the time evening ; the sun setting 
in all its splendor, touching with its golden rays the 
knotted trunks of those old oaks so long the pride 
of that fair park, bathing those distant mountains in 
a flood of glory, and playing with a faint light on the 
raven hair of that young girl. How, or where I 
saw all that follows, matters not, let it suf3ce that it 
happened. 

Tlie book seemed to affect the feelings of the 
peruser most strongly ; she read with eagerness,, and 
the tear that was on her cheek, and the sob that oc- 
casionally escaped her; shewed what power lay in the 
words of 1 the author. At length she burst into a 
violent flood o£ tears, tk»ew herself on h«* knees* 
and in aU the fervour of highly excited feding prayed ; 
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and prayed tkat oret ker healt tbe flfinddW at m 
might not M ; l^st «^ might not go to tile grave 
in nn attd sorrow! 

19ie tale was ofie of sift aiid sufficing, of crki^ 
and death, and Editk had prayed tliat siie itiight be 
preserved from a^ like coarse, bat the pefitioii yn»^ 
the bursting fbrth of emotionft wrought to their 
highest pitch, not the suppHeation (^ one who Mt 
her need of assistance ; it waa the expteseion of ex- 
cited passion, not the desire of a depending Christian. 

Hye years afterwards I saw E^ith again, and 
where? in a miserable lodging, where every thing 
aroimd her bore evidence of extreme poverty ; the 
corpse of an in^t in its coffin was at one end of 
the room, a little boy of about two yecu:s old v^ 
lymg across a broken chair asleep, his w^rttmate 
countenance bearing traces of misery and tear»; and* 
Edith, the wretched parent, stretched on what was 
intended for a bed, was apparently fast hastening to 
that land "from whence no traveller returns." And 
how was all this ? could it be possible that miserable 
hemg was the loved, the envied, the happy Edith? 
where was now that fervour of feeling, that warmth 
of heart, that depth of sensibMty, that exquisite 
perception of the beautiful? ala»! they' only served 
to make the death^bed more dreary, the eotd's agony 
more severe: Did they not tell of talents perverted, 
feelings misapplied, of idols on earth ? IHd they wot 
speak of daties neglected, of warnings despised, of* 
God forgotten? alas! they did; and though the 
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earthly condition of the last days of Edith was 
ameliorated by friends, to the immortal soul none 
could speak ; remorse came with all its stings, but 
not after it repentance ; the heart seared and worldly, 
felt only additional pangs by the presence of those 
feelings it once believed would support and soothe it ; 
and those who watched the last sighs of Edith, were 
undieered by the remembrance of one word to which 
they could ding in hope, — she died, " and made no 
sign:" 

In commenting on the above melancholy sketch, 
let it not be supposed that I am condemning feeling 
or fervour ; far from it ; neither are they incompatible 
with principle ; on the contrary, they both beautify 
and strengtiien it. No, I only wish to caution my 
readers against substituting feeling for principle; 
without the former we should become the mere 
formal observers of a series of useless ceremonies ; 
with it alone we have neither support for the day of 
trial, nor strength against the hour of temptation. 
Edith went into the world, to dwell amidst its 
turmoils, to be assailed by its temptations, to be 
captivated by its pleasures, with a heart whose cor- 
ruptions she dreamed not of, and a spirit undoubting 
of its strength; — feeling reigned in all its power, 
and to that alone she trusted, for principle was not 
there — ^what wonder then that she fell? Scripture 
and experience both declare, " he that trusteth his 
own heart is a fooL" Ombga. 
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LBSSONS FROM THE BOOK OF NATURE. 

THE FALLBN TRBB. 

" Comb forth into the light of things, 
Let nature be your teacher. 
She has a store of ready wealth, 
Our minds and hearts to bless." 

Thbrb is at the return of spring peculiar satisfec- 
tion in visiting a favorite haunt ; a pleasure felt in 
a higher degree after a protracted absence — a plea- 
sure not unHke that of Mendship ; but the pleasure 
of friendship has often to contend with serious 
drawbacks, and to be mingled with saddened 
thoughts. The familiar countenance, after . long 
reparation, is at least in some degree altered by the 
touch of time, which works a yet greater change in 
the habits and leelings : friend removes from fnend, 
even when an interchange of thought is maintained : 
affection may unite friends as closely as heretofore, 
but they have trod separate paths, have had separate 
interests and triids. It is, therefore, not surprising 
that on the eve of parting, for a long period, the 
heart should sink with undefined forebodings — nor 
that when the joyful moment of reunion arrives a 
«igh should escape the lips. Our meetings with 
nature, liowever, are generally pleasurable, so far ai> 
-she is concerned ; it is true that in revisiting a spot 
not seen lor some time, thoughts of changes in our- 
selves flash across the mind and withdraw the at- 
tention from the well-known objects around : — ^btit 
they at least seem the same, the blue sky — the trees — 
the fidds ! and warm is our greeting to all. My 
mind was busy with these comparisons, as, on one 
of the many lovely days of the present spring, we 
drove along a charming country-road in our neigh- 
bourhood. 
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" T%0n wMjqefa <dflep Dontenlmtiit ip iitm ulr. 
That eyery naked ash and tardy tree^ 
Yet leafless, teemed at tkough the countenance 
With which it looked ron this deUghtfol day, 
Were native to the mmmer." 

I gave a silent welcome to the Beech aiid Elm first 
hmrsting into leaf, to the swelling buds of the later 
Oak and Ash, and to the sweet wild-fiowers scat- 
tered under the hedges on either side ; 9iost pri^d 
of these, the dehcate wood-sorrel with its pencilled 
flowers, grouped with blue tufts of violet^ and the 
elegant stitchwort. 

In resigning ourselves to the influences of nature, 
many valuable and holy lessons come unsought — 
the poet Wordsworth says — 

^ ThliA yoq, *jm #1 *W« m^hty Mm, 

Of tau^sa f^r aver speakii^. 
That nothing of its^f will come. 

JEkit we must siill W seekUig. 

Whilst thus contemplating the beauty of nature,, mni 
rejoicing in her smiles, thoughts of God and liif 
beneficence were stealing into my heiot, un4 
awakening the qpirit ^ thanlpigiving. "O all ye 
green things upon the «arth, Uess yt th^e Lor4 
praise him and magnify him for ever/' Yee^ $hp 
trees, the flowers, the g^^ass, cto magnify the LoinL 
and my heart gives back the echo of their praise ! 

As we pursued our way^ my attention warn drawB 
to a tree lately fallen by the r^std^side — ft young 
Oak, felled at the momuent of opening its b^da. — ^Aa 
it lay upon the turf, its branches aibripped oi their 
bark covering, it offe^red a stri^^ng specta d e by the 
side of those, which, in 8t2;ength and beauty, unfolded 
their leaves in the warm sun : we passed quickly hj, 
but the image of the fallen tree waa not so soon 
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«ADed> tior Ibe tmin cef tiioiight «<tal io]l6wt4. I 
reflected upon ho]^^ destroyed ia Vneir audwst 
^tfwdopeaient; updn life> eat doWft In the time of 
strength ; and thien I recalled the ^csds ^ Sdr^bircw 
^'Bet iiol; your affections oa ^huigs ^ earth ;" ibd 
cf ano^ter teact^ " fiveaai the youths shall faint and he^ 
weary, and the young men shall utterly fall, hut 
they that wait lypon the Lo^d fihuU renew dieir 
stB^ig^/* Tk^ that wiait iy»«ii the Lard ^hdl rMew 
their ^renffth^ Sorrow ^Idl hlight, and death de- 
stroy, till time is no more. Thus, then, watching 
4nd Jxvayi&g whilst it is oalled to-day» with us> and 
Aedik^ «alvatioii through Christ, may we finally pmt 
en incoiroption, where all tears shall be wipefd Irom 
•evttry €^, and death hatts no mture domibion, ^- 
Jieii^eritig» tiiat there is no hope iti the grwra, for 
■*' as the tree falleth it shall lie." L. N. 



DOMfiStIC SKETCHES.— No. «. 

THE MOTHER'S LBSSOIT. 

'* Good momifig, Uttle love," said Mrs^ Barrett tu 
Charles one morning ; " Is n^y €harle6 quite well 
&i» looming ?" 

Charles. — ^Yes, mamma. 

MtB. M* — And quite h^)py? 

Charles, — ^Yes, mamma. 

iltv. J?.— And quite rtaady for birteklast ? 

Charles. — ^Yes, n^amma« 

Mrs^ jB*-^Come» my love, and before We go to 
breakfait, let as tldnk who it is thilt xnak^s Us quite 
wi^ and quite happy, that giveift us bteakfaM, and 
kind friend* to get it reidy for tt6. Does tny 
filiates ktiow who it is ? 

Charhf, — God. 
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Mrs. B, — ^What did David say when he slept 
comfortably all Bight, and awaked in peace ? 

Charles. — I laid me down and slept, I awdced ; 
for the Lord sustained me. (Psalm iii. 5.) 

Mrs. B. — ^Did David expect that God woidd take 
care of ham in tiie day too> and wherever he went ? 

CAnrfct.— Yes. 

Mrs, B.— -What did he say ? 

Charles. — ^Thou compassetii my path and my lying- 
down, and art acquainted with all my ways. (Psalnv 
cxxxix. 3.) 

Mrs, B. — When you are with me, I do what \ 
cai^ to take care of you ; but you are often out of 
my sight. Oh, my love, what a thmg is it to be 
able to think God sees all my ways, and God wil> 
preserve me in them ! Does he preserve and love all 
people I 

Charles. — Those who believe in Jesus. 

Mrs. B. — ^Whom does David say God will send to 
take care of those whom he loves ? 

Charles. — Good angels. For he shall give his 
angels charge over thee, to keep tiiee in all thy 
ways. (Psalm xci. 11.) 

Mrs. B. — How does Jesus teach us to addresa 
this good God ? 

Charles. — Our Father which art in heaiwt. (Matt, 
vi. 9.) 

Mrs. B. — Children love their fathers and motho^. 

Charles. — I am sure I love yoUr mamma and papa. 

Mrs. B. — And I trust, and every day I pray 
earnestly for my Httle Charles, that he may love hi» 
heavenly Fatiier. How does God wish to be loved. 

CAor/es.— With all the heart, and with all the 
soul, and with all the mind, and with all the 
strength. (Mark xii. 30.) 
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Mrs. B, — I pray Chat you and I may love him so. 

Charles, — I am happy when I love you, mamma. 

Mrs. B. — Yes, my dear; love for one another, 
or as it is sometimes called in the Bihle, charity, 
makes us happy : hut to love God makes us hap- 
piest of all. If a child did not love his fiather or 
mother, what should we calj him ? 

Charles, — Very ungrateful. 

Mrs. B, — I have no reason to call you ungrateful, 
for in your love to your papa and mamma, you are a 
good boy. But it is sad to think that to our hea- 
venly Father we are all ungrateful: nobody loves 
God till he is pleased to send his Spirit into our 
hearts, and to make us love him. And so that dis- 
ciple whom Jesus loved — you know who that was ? 

Charles. — St. John. 

Mrs. B. — "Well, so he says of those who love 
God, we love him, because he first loved us. {\ John 
iv. 19.) 

Charles. — Did you ever not love Grod, mamma ? 

Mrs. B. — Ah, my child, may you love him be- 
times? Now kneel down, and pray to him, solemnly, 
my love, and with your heart. 

Charles. — My Father, which art in heaven, 1 
thank thee for taking such a care of me this night, 
and that I am alive and well this morning. O Lord, 
send thy Holy Spirit into my heart, that I may love 
Jesus who died upon the cross for me. O Lord, 
bless papa and mamma, and my brother and sisters, 
for Jesus Christ's sake. 'Amen. 

Then Mrs. Barrett took Charles into the break- 
fast-parlour to breakfast. 

\V. W. 
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THE WANDERER. 

Return, O wanderer, return. 

And seek an injured Father's face ; 

Those warm desires that in thee bum. 
Were kindled by reclaiming grace. 

Return, O wanderer, return, 
And seek a Father's melting heart; 

His pitying eyes thy grief discern, 

His hand shall heal thine inward smart. 

Return, O wanderer, return ; 

He heard thy deep repentant sigh, 
He heard thy softened spirit mourn. 

When no intruding ear was nigh. 

Return, O wanderer^ retnm, 

Thy Saviour bids thy spirit live ; 
Go to his bleeding feet, and learn 

How freely Jesus can forgive. 

Return, O wanderer, return, 

And cast away thy slavish fear ; 
Tis God who says, " No longer mourn ; " 

'Tis mercy's voice invites thee near. 

Return, O wanderer, return, 

Regain thy lost, lamented rest : 
Jehovah's melting bowels yearn 

To clasp his wanderer to his breast. W. B. C. 



EXERCISES FOR THE YOUNG.— No. 2. 

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES. 

1 . What are the instances of suicide recorded in 
Scripture ? 

2. Where are Alexander the Great and Cyrus 
prophesied of, each more than 200 years before he 
was bom ? 
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3. What King of Jadah rent his clothes on hear- 
ing the Law read, and why this grief ? 

4. What two prophets prophesied daring the bmld> 
ing of the second temple ? 

5. What judge on returning from office, made a 
public appeal to the public concerning his integrity ? 

6. What king of Jndah made his son pass through 
the fire in honour of a false God ? 

7. Where is it said, the glory of the second temple 
should be greater than the former ; and how was Uiis 
folfiUed? 

8. What passages of Scripture prove that God is 
the support of his people in time of trouble ? 



THE FIRST SERVANT. 

{Concluded from page 137 J 

Thb young servant had received precisely the same 
kind of training in her line of life« that the young 
mistress had had in hers. A few days she was em- 
ployed under the direction of an experienced servant 
to learn the methods of cleaning polished grates, 
mahogany^ plate, and other articles, in which the 
furniture of a cottage afibrds no opportunity of 
practice. 

The small house of which Mary was to be the 
mistress, having been nicely papered and painted 
throughout, it was prepared by the young servant 
for the destined furniture, in the arrangement of 
which the superintending taste of the mistress 
presided. The furniture of every kind was sub- 
stantial, neat, and good, and well adapted to its 
intended use. While arranging the various articles, 
Mary took pains to inform her little maid of the 
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manoer in which they were to be used and cleaned, 
and the care that would be requisite to preserve 
them from injury. 

From the admiration and pleasure expressed by 
Pegg^ at the neat appearance of each rooni or 
shelf, as the arrangements were completed, and her 
particular enquiries as to the place where each 
article was to be kept, Mary was led to indulge the 
hope that she would be disposed to adhere to 
the well-known but too little regarded household 
canons — 

Do every thing in its proper time. 
Keep every thing to its proper use. 
Put every thing in its proper place. 

Nor were these expectations disappointed. Peggy 
discovered, in no common degree, those virtues 
which constitute a valuable servant — fidelity, in- 
dustry, cleanliness, thoughtfulness, and good-will. 

A plan was judiciously laid down by the mistress 
for the regular performance of her domestic details. 
Her own daily superintendence and assistance trained 
the servant to habits of method and punctuality, aud 
the house was a model of neatness and order. 

In due time a httle one was added to the cares 
and engagements of the mother. Durpg her con- 
finement, Peggy was emulous to keep every thing 
in as nice order and regularity as when her 
mistress was about. More than one unpleasant 
fracas occurred with the nurse, for wantonly burning 
4 bright saucepan, or staining a beautiful mahogany 
table, or spiUing grease on the carpet, or neglecting 
some tidy precaution suggested for preserving those 
articles from needless injury ; and though, when all 
went on regularly* Peggy was a quiet and inofifensive 
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girl, she was capable of discovering great irritation, 
when the cleanliness and order in which she de^ 
lighted were needlessly infringed npon. 

She sorrowfully observed to her mistress that the 
hoase was in a dreadful state, enough to drive a 
decent person distracted ; the only comfort she had 
was in thinking that nurse would soon be gone, and 
her mistress about again, and then she could get all 
to rights. 

•* I fear, Peggy," said the mistress, " that this 
little stranger will sometimes interfere with our 
regular habits, and that you will perhaps consider 
him as great an intruder as nurse." 

" O no, ma'am, cried Peggy," the child will be no 
trouble when nurse is gone, we shall soon get him 
into our regular ways. Get up a little earlier, and 
contrive a little nearer, it will be easy to manage 
what work we make. 1 would rather have the work 
of three children than one nurse." 

It was not an empty boast : for, by arising very 
early in the morning, she was able to render her 
mistress all the assistance in nursing that she re- 
quired, and the house was kept in the same order 
as before ; but then, it was by mutual good-manage- 
ment, division of labour, and strict regularity, 
that all this was effected. 

On the birth of the second child, it was con- 
sidered necessary to engage the assistance of an 
additional servant, and a girl was taken to attend to 
the eldest child, to keep the nursery in order, and to 
assist in needlework. But after the trial of a month 
or two both mistress and maid concurred in the 
sentiment, that she was more hindrance than help, 
and that, by a little extra stretch of contrivance and 
exertion, they could manage without her. 
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This enterprising and persevering pair seemed to 
possess elasticity of power for whatever they under- 
took. The effort was n^ade, and proved successful ; 
and thus, from year to year, and h'om circumstance 
to circumstance, the work of the house was managed 
without any further assistance. The children being 
accustomed to regularity, were brought up with sur- 
prisingly httle trouble, and at a very early age were 
made useful. 

After thirty years' servitude, Peggy "ne'er had 
changed, nor wished to change her place." She 
knew the value of a comfortable home, steady regu- 
lar gains, and a master, mistress, and family, really 
attached to her ; they too, sensible of the vsdue of a 
trusty faithful servant, from time to time advanced 
her wages, and often made her valuable presents, 
which her industry , and frugality put it in their power 
to do. 

Thus, she who was saving for her employers, was 
in reality saving for herself, and laid up a sufficient 
fund to make her comfortable in old age. She 
still speaks with pleasure of the silver spoons with- 
out a bruise, and the mahogany chairs without a chip, 
after thirty years' service ; and of the eight children, 
every one of whom she has nursed and brought up 
to man and woman's estate — every one of the young 
ladies knowing the duties of a mistress almost as 
well as their miamma, and the duties of a servant 
quite as well as herself. 

Coply's Mother's Stories. 



THE PRESENT PECULIAR DANGERS OF THE PRO- 
FESSEDLY PIOUS. 
Christianity now walks, as good John Bunyan 
says, in "silver slippers." The profession of it is 
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popular, the practice of it8 moral duties gener^. 
The exalted character of its doctrines is acknow- 
ledged; their elevating power admitted; and the 
practical effects which they are capahle of producing 
are admired. Indeed, numbers of persons, distin- 
guished by character, talent, and birth, exert all 
their influence in favor of rehgion. This, it cannot 
be denied, is a cause for gratitude and praise to 
God ; but it is Ukewise a cause for watchfulness 
against those secret snares, — snares more dangerous 
to vital piety than the persecution of past times — 
and why ? Because they are unexpected. The 
Christian graces are pure, lovely, and of good report 
in the eyes of men. Satan, our ever- watchful enemy, 
is aware of this, and tries to draw our attention to 
the premature developement of our talents, so as to 
excite the admiration of the world, and to deter us 
from the cultivation of that root of godliness within 
lis, which, if carefully nourished, would in due time 
produce fair and healthy fruit. Thus the soul is 
lulled into false peace ; the fire of spiritual pride is 
kindled ; and the corroding canker of vanity gene- 
rated; vanity, which, by prompting us to seek the 
praise of men instead of the favor of God, creates a 
false test of right and wrong; and changes the 
divine gift of conscience into a means of luring us 
to destruction. 

Religious conversation has indeed become general 
in many circles ; but, alas ! the style of it is little 
difi^erent from that adopted in confessedly worldly 
society. The last missionary meeting is spoken of 
instead of the last ball : — a new clergyman's merits 
are discussed as those of a new tragedian would be ; 
new religious publications wre criticised in place of 
new novels ; and religious intelligence supplies the 
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place of fashionable news ; controversy too, is often 
engaged in, rather as affording an opportunity for 
the exercise of penetration or the display of elo- 
quence and learned research, than with regard to its 
legitimate use, as a means of eliciting truth, and co- 
operating with Christian charity by discovering those 
errors which she seeks to remove. That active be- 
nevolence which is so characteristic of genuine piety, 
besides opening a door for ostentation and self-satis- 
faction, is apt to cause a species of excitement un- 
fitting the mind for private prayer, and calm self- 
examination ; thus aiming an effectual blow at spi- 
ritual religion. 

There is another danger more insidious yet, than 
these, and which especially assaults the young ; it is 
the habit of allowing poetical religious imaginings 
to supply the place of sound scriptural meditation. 
These are but a few of the dangers -by which the 
professedly pious are surrounded, and the description 
of these dangers is far from being exaggerated. The 
appearance of zealous piety we know is every day 
assumed ; but Scripture, it will be remembered, warns 
us that Satan is often transformed into an angel of 
light, his object being to render us contented in his 
service ; and he therefore encourages us to improve 
the plausible appearance of moral conduct, to acquire 
scriptural knowledge as an ornamental accomplish- 
ment, enabling us to shine in conversation, and 
secure our own glory instead of that of our great 
Creator — and thus the enemy of our souls is con- 
stantly striving to divert us from seeking that entire 
change of heart which is the one thing needful. 

Mary P. B. 
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THB DYINO OUTCAST. 

T18ITBD ■. She was one of the most abandoneii 

chftrmeters in the eity ; and was» whilst I Tisited her» soffer^ 
ing under an accnmnlation of disease, hroimht on hy ▼icions 
practices. She at length became the paramour of ■ » 

a man of depraved and dissolute habits, who treated her iu 
a manner the most brutal— keeping a small whip, with 
which he constantly flogged her when unsuccessful in her 
midnight walks, and on one occasion flogged her so severely 
that ^ was unable to stand. In this miserable state of 
degradation I found her on the 27th of July, 1839, and set 
bAr€ her the misery and danger consequent on the life she 
was tiien pursuing, and at tl^ same time directed her at- 
tention to the infinite mercy of God in the gift of his Son, 
who came into the wcMrld to save sinners. These statementa 
were evidently applied to her mind by the Holy Spirit, for 
•he afterwards evinced a deep concern fbr her soul, ak the 
following entries from the Journal will show. ** Found this 
poor woman a picture of wretchedness and destitution, 
apparently as miserable as a human being could be. At this 
vbit she appeared much distressed in mind, and said, ' I 
have been looking at my past life — I feel my sins a burden— 
and am sorry on account of them.' I reminded her of Him 
who came hot to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance/' 

Nov, 4. She spoke of having a good hope through grace, 
and said, '^ I have been thinking of what my blessed Saviour 
has dune for me. He died and rose again for me; and 
blessed be his name : when I die, I hope to live with him 
for ever." 

Dte. 3. This momipg she appeared overjoyed at seeing 
me, and was some time before she could speak for weeping. 
When she had recovered, she said, '' I am thankful that 
you have come, for I am a deal weaker in body ; but, thank 
God, I am so much nearer the prize." I spoke of tlie rich- 
ness of the grace wherein we stand, till she interrupted me, 
by saying, *' Yes ; t know that after this life I shall live for 
ever, and not for my own sake, but for Christ's, who died for 
me." Here she paused: then, with much emotion, con- 
turned, *' O what mercy that God has spared me, that He 
did not cut me down in the midst of my sins : I have t« 
thank him for sending you." When I waf leaving her, she 
tamestly entreated me to call again soon.— The prayer sh# 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



162 RBVIBW DBPARTMBMT. 

offered up to a Tfaraneof Oraoe on the behalf of myaelf and 
the people who dwell in this street, followed me down the 
Mahrt. 

1V>-day, I spent a eonriderabie time with her ta cottrcrta- 
tion. She said, '< My hope is hi the Lord Jesus : I aMMir 
mysdf for the sinful life I have lived, and ascribe St .t& 
SoTereign grace that I have been brought to a knowledge of 
■ay mmed state." She also said she would not part with 
the hope she has of an interest in the Sen of God for ten 
thoosaad worlds. She has no desire to live, exeept to m im w 
the doctrine of God her Saviour by her life. When leatiag 
her, she wept, and desired me to ei^ again ; saying, ** GimL, 
hi his mercy, has sent you to me, and blessed the visita te 
my poor soul." 

This morning, I found her evidently much weaker in body. 
6he oomplaiBed of the cold (not having sufficient olothiflig); 
then remained silent for a moment, with her eyes fixed iq^ 
ane, and said, *' I have more than I deserre ; 1 don't wonder 
Jrt not being assisted by those who are kind to the poor, when 
1 eoasider the character 1 have borne :** then began to piaisi 
the Lord for all his mercies. I asked ha> on whom her Impi 
was based. She replied, iHth uplifted hands, ^ My Uesaed 
Saviour, who died flor me." I read tiie Slst diapter 4>f 9L 
Matthew'^ GoqMl, over whidi «he wept. She sweetly fell 
asleep in Jesus on the 24th Deeember, 1839, with these words 
Apon her lips-^*' I am going to another and a better world." 
Fr&m the Bt^pori qfthe Bmth City Minimi. 



The jBeliev€r*s Triumph over Death, being a brief acctfunt 
of the Lord's dealing with Jane Cox, of Milton, Hamp- 
shire. 12 pp.— HouLSToir & Stowbman. 

This narrative exhibits in a striking manner the 
power of Divine grace in supporting the mind 
under the pressure of severe affliction, and enabling 
a [naturally timid spirit, — one who was for 8om<; 
time in great bondage through fear of death, to 
triumph over the last enemy. ^ 
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VTe give the dosing scene of the yonng woman- 1 
life, which is very teaching. 

'^llie night before her dep arture , after she had taken 
leaTe of all her relatiTes, and earnestly requested her be- 
loTed and affectionate mother to lie down and rest, fearing 
tlie elesing scene might be too much for her feelings in her 
weak state, she said to lier friend, * Mary, do you think I 
shall live till the morning?' She was answered, 'Do you 
wish to live till then ? * She said, * No, by no means, unless 
it be the Lord's will.' After this she repeated several verses 
«f the twenty-seventh hynn in the first book of Dr. Watts's 
Collection. 

^ After this, she exclaimed, <0h, death, where is thy 
sting? I expected to find a sting in death; but it is all 
taken away. O grave, where is thy victory? Come, I.ord 
Jesoa, come quickly!' Having uttered these expressions,, 
she lay for some time quite composed, and her attendant* 
thought the spirit had fied. There was a death-like quiet in 
the room— a breathless stillness, only interrupted by th» 
sighs or weeping of those who watched over her. This con- 
tiooed nearly two hours, when, about one o'clock on th» 
Lord'a-day morning, she moved a little, opened her eyes,, 
and, looking up with a smile on her countenanoe, and. 
brightening with immortality, she said to her friend, * Mary, 
tell Hr Wills it is beautiful— my soul is safe !' The spirit 
immediately took its flight from the day tabernacle to enter 
into the roalms of bliss : * Absent firom the body— present 
with the lAMPd.' 

^It would appear that her happy spirit had been 
privileged to behold the blessedness of paradise, and to bear 
this testimony to those below. It had such an overpowering 
eftet upon those present, that they expected to have seen 
some of the heavenly messengers aceompaDying her ha|^y 
spirit. Before taking my farewell of ber, I had said, tliat it 
the Lord should continue her faculties to the last, and she 
should find Jesus precious to- her soul, I hoped she would 
leave a testimony to that effect. She promised to do so, and 
tiie Lord enabled her to do more than realize my wishes ; 
ibr she serenely, but triumphantly exelaimed, *■ It is bean»- 
tifulf" ^ 

We cordially recommend this smiide narrative m 
ddcttlated to be nsefnl to thcuse who,, like the in« 
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^terefiting subject of it, anticipate with dread the 
passage through the dark valley. 



RUTH; 

OR, THB IMPORTANCE OF DECISION IN THE FEMALE 
CHARACTER. 

(Concluded from page 182.) 

We next observe that, 

4. Ruth became an ancestor of our Lord Jesut 
Christ. 

Her son Obed was the grandfather of David ; and 
from her a long line of Ulustrious kings, and holy 
and mighty men sprung, and from her, though a 
Gentile, according to the flesh, descended the Saviour 
•of guilty men ; He who lives and reigns for ever and 
ever, before whom every knee shall yet bow. By 
ffidth, you, my friends, may each claim kindred with 
Ruth : you may become acquainted with Jesus 
Christ ; by faith in his precious blood, and having 
redemption by him, you shall meet Ruth, and all 
others who lived and died in faith, and throughout 
eternity, it will be your blissful employment to sing, 
" to him that loved us and washed us from our sins 
in his own blood, to him be glory for ever." 

Lastly. The lessons of her case. 

1 . Decision of character is imperatively necessary, 
Orpah promised once to return with Naomi to her 
country, biit when Naomi, like a faithful woman, 
told her of nothing but difficulties and trials in pros- 
pect, Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, and finally 
left her, and we hear nothing of her in future, but 
Ruth displayed that quality for which religious 
^females have often been most remarkable ; — decision 
OF CHARACTER, uudcr the influence of which, holy 
women have resisted the most powerful temptations. 
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We know you can do nothing in your own 
strength: and that all your own resolutions will 
prove weakness itself, hefore either temptation or 
opposition ; hut unless you do resolve, and resolve 
m the strength of the Lord God, you will find insur- 
monntahle ohstacles in your way. Without decision, 
your character is worth nothing; you will never 
excel in the divine life, or even in a morally virtuous 
course ; you will he of little value either to the 
Church, to a family, or to the world. Through the 
pious exertions of this devoted proselyte, in training 
her son aright, she has the honour of reckoning 
more men of piety and talent, and influence, in her 
royal line, than can be found in nearly all the other 
royal families in the world put together : and as long 
as the names of David, Solomou, Hezekiah, Jehosh- 
aphat, Josiah, Daniel, and Zerubbabel remain, so long 
shall we have reason to believe that to the third and 
fourth generation, at least, will God make the useful- 
ness of a pious mother to descend. Had Ruth not 
taught her son Obed the way of the Lord, we might 
have heard nothing of the Psalms of David, or the 
wisdom of Solomon. 

2. But this subject teaches that young women 
should be prepared to meet with troubles and afflic" 
tions. Ruth became a widow at an early age ; and 
soon after the loss of her husband, she left her 
fftther and mother, brothers and sisters, country 
and home> to take up her abode among strangers. 
An these things were doubtless painful to flesh and 
blood, but through faith, like foithful Abraham, she 
went out not knowing whether she went, but per- 
suaded wherever she was, she should be safe under 
the protection of Jehovah. Her afflictions, losses, 
and removal, all tended to her ultimate advantage, 
and worked together for her good. Nor will yoifc 
my young frieikls, have reason to regret that you 
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hare hod early affietions and trials. Mbaj a yoimg 
t^oiviait has had sincerely to bless God for early sick- 
ness and sorrow. "The Dairyman's Daughtei^," 
and many a work of similar character, would never 
luwre been written, had it not been fbr the early 
afflictions of a young female. Agidn, this subject 
teaches,. 

3. That the widest and safest course for a y^tm§^ 
female is to choose the society of ayed and eopperienoed 

Christiam. 

Ruth found such a course to be highly to her ad- 
vantage. She did every thing that Naomi dictated, 
and found that obedience was the way to honour afid 
peace. Seek, then, experienced Christians of your 
own sex ; ask them to take the lead among you, by 
this means it will be found that they who wsdk with 
the wise will become wiser and wiser. 

4. That the service of God, and obedience to hk 
wiil, have great present rewards, as well as eternal 
^ory hereafter, — But 

5. We learn that if we would sutoessfully imitate 
Ruth we must possess her faith : — ^for without faith it 
would be impossible for us to act as she did. Faith 
alone will enable you to renounce the world, amd 
endure its ridicule and contempt. Many a Moabite 
would think that Ruth had acted a foolish part; 
because she had gone with Naomi she knew not 
whither. But Ruth believed that tlwre was the true 
God in Israel, and that whosoever trusted in him 
would be safe and happy. Faith, my young friends, 
win bear you up when the wicked reproach yo<u, aad 
say of you every thing that is untrue and unkind^ 
Workii^, as many of you are, in large factories, 
where yoa have to endure much opposition, you 
mint entreat God to give you fedth to look to Jesus, 
who ^idured the contradiction of sinners agaimst 
himsdf, and depending upon whoin,^ you shall be 
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brought safe to heaven at last. Ruth arrived safelj 
in Canaan, ohtamed an honourahle settlement there, 
and lasting fiame ( and through ^ith you may arrive 
in heaven, where honours, glories, and rewards, 
greater than any Ruth found in this world, will 
be your everlasting portion. Jesus will say, " Come 
ye blessed of my father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you, from the foundation of the world." 



ON THE DEATH OF MRS. ROBE, OF WOOLWICH. 
A Devoted Friend to the London Female Misiiaiu 

Shb has past the dark valley, her trial ii eoded. 

The pilgrim manile and staff is laid down^ 
Her justified soul to its God hath ascended, 

The cross is relinquished, she waits for the crown. 
Go weep o'er her ashes, ye lost and degraded, 

Lament for the friend whom no power can restoiv. 
The bosom that pitied, the tongue that persuaded, 

Can plead for the children of sorrow no more. 
The formal professor's indifference shaming 

To the heart that was broken, the eye tliat was dim. 
Her merciful Lord^s invitation proclaiming, 

She called the repentant to come nnto Him. 
The wealth of this perishing world, though denied her. 

How oft did her kindness alleviate pain, 
Exhaustlessly rich was the mine which supplied her. 

The talent of love was not given her in vain. 
Oh! hrigbt as the stars are, and shining for ever. 

Shall they who tnm many to righteousness prove. 
All human distinctions shall vanish, hut never 

Be quenched the Divine emanation of love» 
Go weep o*er her ashes, ye children of sadness, 

Your loss is her gain — yet her loss be deplored. 
Who lived but to lead you to mansions of gladness, 

Adamigtf the- doctrine of Him she adored. S. C. 



PARENTAL SYMPATHY WITH THE PRINCIPLE 

OF PENITENTIARIES. 

"Whbrb is the parent." says the Rev. Leigh 

Richmond, " who can say, amidst the uncertaiiitKB 



168 PARBNTAL 8THPATHT, &C. 

of life, and the casualties of circumstances, in what 
situations his own children may -be placed ? My- 
self, my sons, and my daughters, are all interested 
in the principle of this institution. I have set by 
the death-bed of parents, who have mourned the 
seduction of their daughters ; and once my duty 
called me to visit a house, at the desire of the 
afflicted mother, under the hope that her daughter 
was returning home to throw herself at her feet. 
While I was in the house, the daughter returned: 
but how shall I describe the scene? An angry 
father — a weeping mother — ^and a child of seven- 
teen on her knees before them : and I heard from 
her own lips her affecting tale, which would have 
reached the heart of any man. Before I left the 
room, I had the pleasure of seeing th/e father em- 
brace his child, and exclaim, ' My child, which was 
lost, is found again.' " 

In the same spirit of pious commiseration, the 
Rev. Dr. Waugh observes, ** I have daughters of 
my own, and I never yet had occasion to weep over 
thetr aberrations from the paths of virtue. They 
€re every thing that is good ; and they are in- 
debted for it all to the grace of God. But I will 
suppose a case, that one of them had fallen a victim 
to depravity ; forsaken by her friends, and her father 
ashamed to hear her name, (and there are fathers 
whose hearts are as tender as mine :) and if I am 
called upon to love my neighbour as myself, ought I 
not to exert myself to assuage such WQunded hearts 
as these?" — O! that the sentiments thus ex- 
pressed were very generally felt throughout the 
nation ; then would the success of this branch of 
benevolence be equal to its merit. 
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THE FEMALES' ADVOCATE. 



« SEEKETH NOT HER OWN." 

In reading the Apostle's beautiful description of the 
varied and lovely graces of Christian charity, the 
iips may sometimes dejectedly exclaim, "who is 
sufficient for these things ? " So truly may conscience 
warn too many of their lamentable deficiency in 
the exercise of those holy tempers, which should be 
the outward testimony of that faith, by which the 
Christian professes that he lives. I will not look 
into the world to see how many or how few of those 
characteristic marks atta<^ to those with whom I 
mix. I have a nearer business to transact at home. 
Were I judged solely by the test of some of these, 
where should I deservedly be ranked? "Seeketh 
not her own," is one of the distinctions by which 
the fsdthful child of God is recognized, as coming 
out from amongst others, and being separate. Is 
this distinction mine? Are the rights which are 
clearly my own, never insisted on with a pertinacity 
which shows they are estimated as something more 
than trusts which Providence has reposed on me, 
out of which He has deputed me to minister as His 
agent ? Do I, if placed in eminence of station from 
wealth, or rank, or learning, or talent, consider my- 

VOL. Ill, I 
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self but as an upper servant of God's household, on 
whom a superior responsibility is made to rest, and 
who, therefore, " seeketh not her oum " but God's 
honour ? If this be so, I shall claim no peculiar 
deference to be paid to my opinion, because it is 
mine-, no flattering attentions to my person; no in- 
fringement on the inclinations and tastes of those 
around me, simply that nune may have the pre- 
eminence. Whatever station I am in, I shall con- 
sider the affections of others (even if by my own 
undeviating tenderness I should seem to have a just 
daim to them,) as theirs, freely to bestow, believing 
it to be my part gratefully to receive them. Leisure 
and ease I shall be ready to resign, whenever the 
claims of God's service and the necessities of my 
fellow-creatures require my attlention, though the 
call be repugnant to inclination, and convenience be 
made the sacrifice. Even to add to their momentary 
^gratifications, my own must be taught to yield, so 
that they be innocent, and no way likely to infringe 
OD any higher claim, which God, or my neighbour, 
possesses over me. And, when all this is done, 
Christianity enjoins that I seek no praise, that I de- 
mand no compensation for the benefit, or the pleasure 
which has been bestowed. This, indeed, would be a 
wide extension of that, against which the prohibition 
already exists. For, in this case, should I not seek 
that which, clearly, could in no sense be said to be 
my own ? To whom should the praise be given, but 
to Him of whom cometh the sufficiency, and " our 
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sufficiency is of God." To ourselves theh let us as- 
cribe, as we justly may, every deficiency which 
attends our daily performance of this prescribed 
command ; and to Him be the honor, the praise, the 
adoration, for every power of resisting self. His 
grace it is which worketh it in us, and to Him be all 
the glory ! 

L. H. 

THE AFFLICTED MOTHER. 

At S- . I embarked on board a Steam Boat. 

The deck was crowded with a noisy and motley 
group of colliers and market people, and I took 
refuge in the cabin below. There, in a dark comer, 
sat three poor women, who quietly and respectfully 
made room for me beside them. One was a quakeress ; 
she had retired with characteristic modesty from the 
confusion that reigned above, and sat the picture of 
neatness and peacefulness — her hands folded across 
her grey shawl— waiting her emancipation from so 
UDcong^iial a situation. Her right hand neighbour 
had a sickly infant on her knee whkh she sadly mis- 
managed, and in piteous cries it spoke the severity 
of its little sorrows, Tliere was something in the 
appearance of the third female that deeply interested 
me. She was deadly pale, her garb of the poorest 
kind, and her woe-struck, though peaceful counte- 
nance, told of many sorrows meekly home. In her 
hand she held a basket of tracts and httie books for 
^e. 

At the time of my entrance, she ^as endeavoaring 
to pacify her neighbour's child, and to infuse some 
common sense into its mother. I joined my en- 
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deavburs to hers, but in vain." "Well sir," she 
said, " it is sometimes a blessed thing to hear them 
cr}', it shews there is strength to straggle. I have 
seen them when they could only moan — when I 
should have blessed the Lord for one such cry as 
this." " Our friend," said the quakeress, " has been 
sorely afflicted, but I tell her the Lord is surely with 
her, for she bows with the spirit of meekness," 

I asked her story — it is the story probably of 
hundreds. She told it with all the simplicity of 
truth — with all the earnestness of misery. 

" My husband was a book-binder, but his health 
left him. He worked in his bed when he was too 
weak to sit up. We sold our furniture to pay his 
doctor — but all would not do :— he lay helpless in 
his bed for weeks, with hardly a rag to cover him. 
I, and my seven little ones, did what we could to 
earn a morsel of bread — my poor John could do no 
more ! It was the Lord, and he was very mercifiil. 
for he sent a kind lady, who put my husband into the 
Infirmary. There he is weU looked after, though if 
it had so pleased God I could love to nurse him 
myself. Oh! U he come back to me in health, I 
shall have more than I can desire or deserve ! " 

" About a month ago, three of my little ones fell 
ill of the hooping cough— they fell sick one by one 
— ^they coughed day and night — I would have given 
my life to ease their pain — but it was not to be so — 
J saw them die, one by one — and they looked peace- 
ful when death was on them ! I laid them side by 
side in the same grave, and I tried to say, '* They are 
taken from the evil to come ! " I shall go to them, 
though never, never can they return to me." She 
stopped, and with the back of her hand quietly wiped 
away the tears from her eyes. I laid my hand on 
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hers, and said, " Your dear children are happy, £&r 
beyond what even you could have desired for Uiem. 
Hiey are in the hands of God ! and He is with you 
in all your trouble. Underneath you is His ever- 
lasting arm supporting yoa. This is His doing. He 
must do well ; whom he loveth he'chasteneth." 

" I know it, I know it ! " she exclaimed. " Thank 
you sir, for those blessed words. Yet ungrateful 
as I am, I cannot yet love His correction. I fear I 
do not say from my heart, * thy will be done ' — not 
mine. I have yet another precious child sick at 
borne, the pride of my heart — and a blessed daugh- 
ter she has heen to me — ^but 1 believe she must go, 
for death is in her sweet face. I thought, when I 
left her this morning, I should hear her speak no 
more, but I was forced to seek a morsel of bread for 
her and myself. And why should I desire to hear- 
more words from her in this world ? they cannot be 
better than her last. " Dear mother/' she said, and 
smiled, all suffering as she was, " perhaps I shall be 
gone to heaven before you come back ; but I shall 
find Jesus Christ there, and I will pray him to come 
and comfort you, and take care of you." 

" Oh, sir ! you are a kind Christian; if you have 
little ones at home, do not love them too well ! 
May you find them again in health, and never know 
how hard it is to see their little dying agonies, and 
kiss their cold lips for the last time ! Yet do not 
think I complain ; I have much, much more than I 
deserve. Sometimes I have thought my heart would 
break, but it was wicked to doubt — ^for God has 
never failed, in my greatest need, to raise up friends ; 
and when 1 think of a happy eternity to come, I feel 
that the sufferings of this life are not worthy to be 
compared to it»" 
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She ceased — and shall I be ashamed to own it, 
my tears flowed fast; yet I secretly blessed the 
Christian's God, who can make his servants to triumph 
even over misery like this. " Godliness is," indeed, 
" profitable unto all things; having promise of the life 
that now is, and of that which is to come." Our little 
voyage was done. The time had been short. Yet 
our hearts were warmed with a kindness as of many 
years standing. With the sincerest interest and res- 
pect I assisted my poor friend to disembark : and at 
parting put a few shillings into her hand, for the use 
of her invalid. " There," she exclaimed, s* did I 
not say right ? the friend in need is sent me again. 
Sir ! He will bless you, who receives the cup of cold 
water as given to himself. I will praise Him for you 
and for me : He will hear the blessing of her who 
was ready to perish. Oh may He bless you, now 
and for ever ! " 

She returned to her ^ad home and her dying child 
— " sorrowful, yet always rejoicing." I, to my soli- 
tary inn, where, in the visions of the night, my 
meditations were sweet, for they rested on the 
reward of Christian sorrows meekly borne, on 
purified affections, — on holiness, and happiness, and 
heaven ! Some struggling rays of comfort break 
through the deepest gloom ; even this dark valley, 
one by one, the rolling, threatening clouds disperse 
— the Sun of Righteousness, himsdf, breaks forth at 
last, and all is meridian day ! 

H. M. P. 



A RESTORED FEMALE. 



About four weeks ago, the matron of the Asylum, 
57, White Lion Street, told me that one of their 
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inmatea» , a girl about eighteen years of age, 

was removed to the hospital under very dangerous 
circumstances, and wished to see me. Having a 
case under visitation in that establishment, I pro- 
mised to call ; they also informed me that they had 
reason to hope, not only from her own statement, 
bat from her conduct, that an entire change had 
taken place in her ; she attributes this change to an 
exposition she heard me deliver in the asylum, from 
the words, ** God is love." 

On my first entry into the ward in which she lay 
I knew her not ; her head was shaved and covered 
with flour, and swoUen so large she could not see me: 
her features, which are ordinarily good and intelli- 
gent, presented a mass of unmeaning deformity, 
which rendered it very painful to look upon her. 
Knowing how easy it is to believe what we wish to 
be true, I took Brother Allen with me for his 
opinion; she almost immediately knew my voice, 
and stretched out her hand to shake hands with me, 
thanking me for calling to see one so unworthy. She 
told me that the night after she heard the exposition 
before alluded to, she retired to pray, and that was 
the first time she ever poured out her soul to God in 
earnest, or felt her wants. I did not deem it pru- 
dent to stop long on this visit, as she was very weak. 
Some of the medical men entertained no hope of 
her recovery. She begged me to pray for her. 
When I asked her if she had any message to send 
to the matron, she replied, " What message can I 
send ? I was indeed a stranger when they took me 
in, they have been more than mothers to me ; if I 
could send my thoughts to them, they would be cold, 
compared with what they have done for me, and I 
cannot put those thoughts into words." It was very > 
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afiecting to see the gutters which her tears had made 
in the flour. Brother Allen is of opinion that she is 
sincere, and subsequent visits have confirmed this 
opinion in myself. She is fast recovering. 

Report of an Agent of the City Mission. 



THE MOTHER THE BEST GOVERNESS. 

Unfortunatblt, the present state of things in, what 
is called, good society, requires an unnatural pre- 
dominance to be given to a very inferior branch of 
education, — the teaching of accomplishments; and, 
what is more unfortunate, it is the interest, whatever 
may be the wishes, of most governesses, to fall in 
with this system. The external (and how often 
mechanical !) actions of playing, singing, dancing, 
and painting, are held to be absolutely necessary, 
and consequently to require the most time and atten- 
tion; whilst the habits of thinking connectedly, 
reasoning soberly, sympathizing properly, and of 
acting in a manner consistent with the high preroga- 
tive of being moral and religious agents, are, for the 
most part, left to nature, or accident to teach, or 
else a secondary place is given to them in the course 
of instruction. Why is this ? Because these quiet 
and internal accomplishments do not give that power 
of attraction and self-display which those external 
actions do, when the young lady has to make her 
dSbut, in society. That event she is taught to con- 
sider as the great event of her existence ; and to 
excel therein, in the way the world requires her, is 
to be the end of the greater part of her educaticn ! 

Now it is for the interest of a governess that her 
pupil should excel in those attractive accomplish- 
ments, for the simple reason, that they are the very 
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means on which most governesses depend for ad- 
vancing* themselves into other situations. To have 
tidmed out an accomplished girl, the admiration of 
every party, is found to he much better than adver- 
tising and seeking for letters of recommendation. 
Many a fond mother is dazded, and anxiously 
inquires for, and strives to engage for her own 
daughters, the superintendent^ if not the teacher of 
Such attractive qualities. Thus the mischief goes 
on ; mothers do not see the great harm of it, because 
it is the system or fashion of the day ; too easily 
condading that it cannot be so very far wrongs see- 
ing that it is so generally the cdse ; whilst, on the 
other hand, governesses will net see the harm of it, 
because, the natural responsibility for such things 
not resting upon them but upon the parents and on 
society, in order to meet the demands of the world, 
in the pressure of emergencies, and with the natural 
desire to benefit themselves, they endeavour to bring 
out those acquirements, which will make for their 
9wn good, as well as that of their pupils. Of course 
there are bright exceptions to all this in many a 
family ; but I have to speak now as to what appears 
to be generally the case. 

As there seems to be no chance of this system 
being materially changed, the question is, how can 
at be improved ? There is only one way : parents 
must be more careful in selecting their governess, 
and must work with them more than they do now. 
If it were a general practice for mothers to take some 
share in the education of their daughters, a great 
change would take place. Things would go on in a 
more natural course ; accomplishments would not be 
ghren up, but they would not assume the first place 
in education. The grand object would then be to 
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form a good, rational, and useful ivoman, rather 
than a clever and brilliant artiste. The voice, the 
finger, and the toe, would still receive their due por- 
tion of cultivation : but the heart would not be 
neglected ; and the thinking, eternal mind, would be 
turned to those uses wkidi become a rational and 
retigious agent. 

Having no interest, but what was bound up in the 
real and permanent happiness of her child, it would 
be the daily practice, as well as wish, of the parentir 
to make every thing tend to the essential welfare of 
her daughter's condition. She would know, perhaps 
from her own sad experience, that real happiness 
and mental character cannot flow from the same 
sources whence flow external accomplishments, but 
from a' premier pultivation and discipline of the mind : 
hence the foripation of her child's character would 
be to her the pnme object of her thoughts and plans, 
in ali her processes of instruction. Tlie importance 
of this would force itself so strongly upon most 
mothers, that they would strive to make every thing 
subservient to it. 

I do not say to every mother, " Give up your 
govertaess ;" in some cases it would be impossible 
to do so, and in most cases impracticable ; but I do 
most earnestly impress upon all the very great use 
and 'importance of their taking at least a parti in the 
general education of their daughters. There is no 
excuse fbr any one, who will honestly set to work 
after" some such plan as I recommend. Surely, -there 
is no English mother in the upper classes of society 
who dan say that she has neither time nor ability for 
such' an employment! I 9sy) Mn^iiah, for mother^ 
shotild • consider what .good th^ Bsay do their coun«^ 
try, as well as their children. 
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Ponder, for a moment, the inflaelice of a welU 
trained 'hmaJe mind in its domestic and social rela^ 
tions — the good it can do, the eyil it can prevent >i 
and it is qmte certab, that nothing bat a well-trained 
mind can perform well the duties of a daughter, wife^ 
mother, add in aU these characters, and at all times 
and in all places, the duties of a Christian lady. 

Before. I leave this subject, I solemnly call upon all 
mothers, who are wont to transfer the formation of 
their daughter's minds to the hands of strangers^ 
seriously to reflect upon what they are about. You 
have brought your child into the world, and you arc 
answerable for the early impressions its infant mind 
shall receive. Is it too much to ask of you tomia^ 
for your own peace, as well as that of yourchiUreni, 
by giving an active attention in due time; whe& the 
mind is malleable, to the formation of your child's 
character, moral and intellectual, — an account of 
which will most surely be required at your hands I 
Remember, your daught^^ may play well, sing wdl; 
dance. well» — may taSc well, about German, or the 
Opera, or this and that person, — rfinally, may ffiit 
well, and i»ttch husbands and get establishmienfts^ 
but, if they cannot think well, and act well, as Ghrisr 
tian ladies ought to think and act, verily, aft^r ali 
they are but .as, sounding brass or tinkling cymbals, 
sporting along the broad high- way which leadeth io 
destruction ! 

J^tracted from '< The Mother the best Goveme9S,V 



TRIFLES. 



Unbophistioatxd nature does not despise trifles : 
the Httle birds wheo building their nests despise ttdt 
the soattcned straws by the way-si^e^ uoii the torji 
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wool in the thorny hed^e. Children do not notice 
only the steep bank» the milestones, the stately trees, 
and tiie many tinted flowers around them ; but like- 
wise Uie insi^iflcant worm, the thistle-down floating 
in the air, and the feather wafted past by the wind. 

A cultivated intellect does not despise trifles : the 
falling of an app)e> and the raiofbow-tinted Alms of 
a soap bubble, were the small causes which led 
Newton to discover the laws of gravitation, and 
some of the Phenomena of light. 

The God of creation does not despise trifles : the 
scientific researches of every day -are disclosing to 
our view more proofs oihih wonder-working skill 
and tender care, in every kingdom of nature, from 
the myriad peopled drop of water, or microscopic 
forest, to the sublime system of the univene. 

The God of providence does not despise trifles :• 
the'tl]|6||ile8s infant laid in the ark of woven rushes 
on the banks of the Nile, was his appointed instru- 
ment to deliver his own people, to establish a the* 
oQscy* and to guide them to the land of Promise, 
whence the light of truth has spread throughout the 
earth. A dusty and^ neglected copy of the Holy 
Scriptures engaged the stem energies of Luther, 
revealed to him the delusions of "Popery t and prompted 
him to pruclaim truth, unalloyed to its blinded, vota- 
ries. 

The God of grace does not despise trifles : the 
day of small things, the bruised reed and the smok- 
ing flax, are all regarded by him with peculiar in- 
terest. 

The God of holiness does not despise trifles : his 
xeveakd will marks no gradation in. sin, but cove- 
tousness is classed with murder; and the love of 
pleasure fearfully contraaled with the love of God. 
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I have been led to make these reflections by the 
frequent repetition of the remark, "It is only a trifle 
not worth notice ;" bat, if I may venture to judge, 
there are few things not worth notice ; for those 
which are unimportant in themselves, are not so in 
their tendency. Human . life is made up of trifles ; 
and many suffer more from the mosquito-like annoy- 
ances, which every day assail us, than from severer 
trials. Are these annoyances to be despised, be- 
cause they consist of trifles ? or should we not rather 
seek from them to learn in patience to possess our 
8<Ails ? regarding them as sent in love by Him, whose 
wisdom we acknowledge in the heavier visitations of 
affliction. 

•• The pencil, nature, music, books, afford us a 
constant succession of pleasures : Is the enjoyment 
we derive from them to be despised, because 
drawn from trifles? or is it not perhaps to 
be .more highly prized than those high-wrought 
bursts of eztatic rapture, which too frequently are 
poisoned in their origin, and leave a sting behind ^ 
Trifling actions are the links which form the strong 
chains of habit; — our habits materially aflect the 
comfort and happiness of ourselves and Uiose around 
us ; — is it then right to disregard their causes ? 

In another point of view trifles are of consequence. 
The human mind is not so framed as to endure 
being always engaged in abstract thought, even if 
our social duties would admit of it ; yet it is never 
vacant, but ruminates on those things "which the 
five watchful senses represent." These are often 
trifles ; but the choice which we make of them as 
snl^ects of thought, and the nature of our medita* 
tions respecting them, will fix the tone of our mind, 
mould Our motives, and direct our actions. Should 
we then despise trifles ? Mart P. B. 
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FEED MY LAMBS. 

An)) did our Shepherd bid us feed his Iambs * 
Behold I have prepar'd the tenderest grass 
That grows on Zion*8 hill. Here feeble Iambs 
May find sweet nourishment, and greater strength 
To climb the verdant heights, where the fair flock 
On richer pasture feed. Say not too soon 
I urge their tottering steps. Should I forbear, 
On CTerj side deceitfiil strangers stand. 
And bedLon them away ; — in fl»w<crj paths 
Awhile to sport ; and then to wander lon^ 
Amidst the hills of darkness and of death ; 
Where hungry beasts, iu every thicket hid, 
Wait to devour ; and should they e*er return. 
With fleeces aU defiled and bleeding feet 
The wanderers would come. O can they know 
Top toon their Shepherd's voice, or Io%'e his name 
Too soon, or in his gentle arms repose ! 
Then come, my little ones, and hear me tell 
Of Jesus' dying love. If Ood shall pour 
Hi8>Spirit from on high, your infant hearts 
Shall thrill with tenderness ; you'll run to meet 
Your Shepherd's fond eipbrace ; who shall forbid ? ' 
Tb Jesus bids you come, and odls you his ; 
And who shall pluek yon from that pierced side ? 
'Tis Jesus' arms encircle you around ; 
In sight of all your foes, they'll bear you safe 
O'er many a rugged path and dangerous steep, 
To the sweet fold on Zion's summit &ir. 

And have you lodged your darling in those arms. 

Pond mother ? Bid you, as his reason dawn'd, * 

And he began to muse on things unseen, 

Unfold the history of a Saviour's love. 

And painful death ? And has that love won his ? * 

O ! then, should death's dark clmid arise. 

And from your sight ctmceal his cherub ibrm^ 

How sweet t'will be to catch his pijirtuig smile, ^ 

To see the infant angel, as he soars, 

Cling foddly round Ws own beloved Lord ! ' 

P. P. D. y: 
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WALKS IN CHILDHOOD. 

BY MRS. SIGOURNBT. 

The years of my childhood paaeed away in humhle 
and peaceful simplicity. I loved the shadow of high- 
rocks, and the free music of the hrooks in summer.. 
My heart was full of gladness, though it scarcely 
knew why. I found companionship among the 
beautiful and tuneful things of nature, and -was 
happy all the day. But when evening darkened the 
landscape, I sat down mournfully. There was no 
brother into whose hand I might put my own, and 
say, " Lead me forth, to look at the solemn stars, 
and tell me of their names." Sometimes, too, L 
wept in my bed, because there must never be a 
sister, to lay her gentle head upon the same pillow. 

Often, at twihght, before the lamp was lighted,, 
there came up out of my brotherless and sisterles^ 
bosom, what seemed to be a companion. I talked 
with it, and it comforted me. I did not know that 
its name was Thought, But I waited for it, and 
whatsoever it asked of me, 1 answered. 

It questioned me of my knowledge. And I said, I 
knew where the first fresh violets of spring grew, and 
when the sweet liUy of the vale comes fnrth from its 
broad, green sheath, and where the vine climbs to 
hide its purple grapes, and h6w the nut ripens in the 
forest, after autumn comes with its sparkling frost. 
I knew how the bee is nourished in winter, by that 
essence of flowers, which her industry embalms; 
and I have learned to draw forth the kiodnessi of 
the domestic animals, and to know the names of the 
birds that build their nests in my father's trees. 

But Thought enquired of me, " What knowledge 
hast thou of.^ose who reason, aiid.have dominion 
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over the things that God hath created ? " Then I 
confessed, '* Of my own race, save of those who 
nurture me, do I know nothing." 

I was troubled at my ignorance. So, I went forth 
more widely, and eamestiy regarded what was pass- 
ing among men. 

Once, I walked abroad, when the dews of the 
morning still Ungered upon the grass, and the white 
lilies drooped their beautiful bells, as if sheddifig 
tears of joy. Nature breathed a perpetual song 
into the hearts of even her silent children. But I 
looked only on those whose souls have the gift of 
reason, and who are not bom to die. I said, if the 
spirit of joy is in the frail flower that flourish^ but 
for a day, and in the bird that bears to its i^est but a 
single crumb of bread, and in the lamb that knows 
uo friend but its mother, how much purer must be 
their hi^piness, who are surrounded with good 
things as with a flowing river, and whose knowledge 
need have no limit but life, and who know, that 
though they seem to die, it is to live for ever. 

Then I looked upon a group of children. Tlieir 
garb was neglected, and their locks uncombed. They 
were unfed and untaught, and clamoured loudly, 
with wayward tongues. I asked them why they 
went not to school with their companions, and they 
mocked at me. 

I heard two friends speak harsh and violent wcnrds 
to each other, and turned away aflfrighted at the 
blows they dealt. 

I saw a man with a bloated and fiery countenance. 
He seemed strong as the oak among the trees, yet 
were his steps more unsteady than those of the tot- 
tering babe. He fell heavily, and 1 wondered no 
hand ynB stretched out to ridse him up. 
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I S4W atL open grave. A poor widow stood near 
it with her litde ones. Yet, methought their own 
sufferings had set a deeper seal upon them, than 
sorrow for the dead. 

Then I marvelled what it could he, that made the 
father and mother not pity their children when they 
hungred, nor call them home when they were in 
wickedness ; and the friends forget their early love ; 
and the strong man falls down senseless; and the 
young die hefore his time. And a voice answered, 
•* it is intemperance J* Yea, it hath wrought many 
other evils, and there is mourning throughout the 
land because of this." 

So I returned, sorrowing. Had God given me a 
brother or a sister, I would have thrown my arms 
around their neck, and said, " touch not your Ups, I 
pray you, to the poison cup, but let us drink the pure 
water which God hath blessed, all the days of our 
life." • 

Again I went forth, and attentively looked on 
what passed around. I met a beautiful boy weeping. 
I said, ** Why dost thou mourn ?" And he repUed, 
'* My father went to the wars, and is dead. He will 
come back to me no more." 

I saw a woman pale and weak with grief. The 
sun shone upon her dwelling, and the woodbine 
ciimed to the window, and blossomed sweetly. But 
she beheld not their brightness. For she was a 
widow. Her husband had been slain in battle. 
There was joy for her no more. 

I saw a hoary man. He sat by the way side. 
His head rested on his bosom. His garments were 
old, and his flesh wasted away. Yet he asked not 
for charity. I said, " "Why is thy heart sad?" He 
answered, I had a son, an only one. I toiled from 
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his cradle, that he might be fed and clothed, and 
taught wisdom. He grew up to bless me. All my 
labor and weariness were forgotten.' I knew no 
want, for he cherished me. But he left me, to be a 
soldier. On the field of battle he fell. Therefore, 
mine eye runneth down with water, because the 
comforter that should relieve my soul shall return no 
more." 

I said, " Show me a field of battle, that I may 
know what war means ? " 

But he said, '* Thou, art not able to bear the sight. 
I will tell thee what I have seen when the battle was 
done. 4- broad plain, covered with dead, and those 
who struggled in the pains of death. The earth 
trampled, and stained with blood. Wounded horses 
rolling upon their riders, and tearing with their hoofs 
the mangled forms that lay near them. And for 
every man that was there in his blood and agony, 
how bitter must be the mourning of the parents 
who reared him, or of the wife whom he protected, 
or of the young children who sat upon his knee. 
Yet is this but a little part of the misery that war 
createth." 

Then I said, "Tell me no more, I beseech thee, of 
battle or of war, for my heart is sick." 

When I saw that the silver haired man raised his 
eyes upwards, I kneeled down by his side. And he 
prayed, "Lord, keep this child from anger and 
hatred and ambition, which are the seeds of war. 
And grant to all, who take the name. of Jesus Christ, 
peaceable and meek hearts, that, shunning the deeds 
of strife, they may dwell at last in the country of 
peace, even in heaven." 
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The School Girl in France, R. B. Seeley, and W. Burnside. 

It is related of Alexander the Great that he once 
said to a namesake who was a cowardly soldier, 
" Either change thy name or mend thy manners." 
It was with some such feeling that we rose from 
the pemsal of this hook ; we felt that the professing 
Christians whose gross inconsistencies are so power- 
fully, yet so truly described in its pages, ought either 
to renounce the name of Protestant, or act more in 
accordance with the laws of Christ. The object of 
the work is to point oat to parents and guardians the 
danger arising from the too common practice of 
sending young women to France to be educated. 

** It is not (says the Author) a toork of JictUm, hut a coU 
lection of facts^ thrown together into one tale, with scarcely 
any additions, and a few other alterations than tliose which 
were absolutely necessary^ in order to disguise names^ places^ 
and dates." 

" It has fallen to her lot, (adds the author in her Preface), 
to witness many of the evils attendant on the too-common 
practice of sending young persons to the Continent, at that 
▼cry period of life when the mind is most unguarded, the 
feelings most susceptible, and the principles most uncertain. 
She has seen the snares spread for the inexperienced, the spells 
tlirown oyer the warm imagination, the fascinations entwined 
round the youthful hearts, by that most dangerous system of 
false religion, which, appealing with almost irresistible power 
to the senses, through them prostrates the reasoning faculties, 
and thus silently, but surely weaves its fatal net around the 
unsuspecting victim. She has thus seen the foundation of a 
Protestant education sapped and midermined, till the promis- 
ing fkbric, reared by parental fondness, has been leveUed with 
the dust, and the deluded parents left to mourn their alienated 
prey to the seductions of popery, or the not less probable dan- 
ger of unsettled principles and practical infidelity. - 

It is, unfortunately, too much the custom with parents to 
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lull their minds into a false seeurity on the subject ; by re- 
quiring a promise from the Romish instructors, to whom 
they entrust their children, that no attempts shall be made 
to interfere with their religion ; and, satisfied with this assu- 
rance, they persuade themselves that there is no cause for 
fear. Alas ! how greatly are they mistaken ! The promises 
thus given arc often indirectly , if not directly broken ; and 
L'vcn where there is a conscientious adherence to the engage- 
ment, there arc a thousand perils and snares inseparably and 
necessarily connected with a residence among, and constant 
intercourse with, the votaries of the Romish heresies, which 
can only be avoided through the special interposition of a 
merciful providence. Let such parents remember the daily 
prayer they teach their children, — ** Lead us not into temp- 
tation," — and the solemn warning addressed to them, by Him 
*^ who seacheth the heart, and trieth the reins," — '* Thou shalt 
not tempt the Lord thy God.** , 

It should be borne in mind, that the public are 
called upon in this volume to look at the " School 
Girl in France" under the most favourable circum- 
stances in which a scholar in a CathoHc school could 
be placed. She is under the charge of a mistress, 
who is pledged not to interfere with the religious 
opinions of her pupils, and of one accustomed to 
plume herself on her strict adherence to her pledge. 
But as the author observes, there are indirect as well 
as direct methods of undermining the protestant 
principles of the young. To which class of means 
the foUowing belongs, we leave to the judgment of 
our readers to determine. 

'* Emily and Caroline as grandes pensionnaires were entitled 
to many advantages which their less fortunate companions 
did not possess. 

" One of those privileges was, the liberty of absenting 
themselves from morning prayers; — a circumstance which 
they found peculiarly agreeable; for, although the French 
boarders were obliged to attend mass before breakfast, and 
the Protestant pupils alone remained, yet they were not 
allowed to use a Protestant form, but were compelled to 
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kneel round a French teacher, who read aloud a strinpr n{ 
Roman Catholic prayers. These were partly in Latin, and 
altogether such as no conscientious Protestant could join in. 
This abuse of authority was repeated in the ereninir, and 
thea no one was allowed to be absent, unless from illness. 

** This last service consisted of a number of short prayers, 
very few of which were addressed to Ood, and by far the 
greater part were not only unscriptural, but even blasphe- 
mous. It was some days before Emily and Caroline could 
understand them, for they were repeated with a rapidity 
which it was difficult to follow ; but, when once understood, 
they appeared sufficiently shocking. They were, indeed, 
be^n and ende<l in the name of the adorable Trinity ; but, 
not being presented through the intercession of the Redeemer, 
nor offered through his merits, they could not be acceptable 
to him who has so repeatedly commanded us to ask every 
thing '*in his name." That blessed Saviour's name was 
scarcely used at all, in its proper sense, and his dignity, his 
character and his work, were openly insulted. 

*' There was a confession of sins, addressed to '' God Al- 
mighty, to tbe blessed Mary, always a virgin, to St. Michael 
the Archangel, St. John the Baptist, St. Peter, St. Paul, and 
all the saints ; " and this was followed by the request, that 
the aforesaid saints would '* pray for them to the lx>rd their 
God." Emily and Caroline shuddered, as, kneeling with the 
others before a crucifix, they were compelled to hear this 
antichristian invocation. The former thought of that ex- 
plicit declaration of scripture, *' There i^ one Mediator 
between God and men, tlie man Christ Jesus ; " and she felt 
how awfully derogatory to his dignity, and offensive to bis 
character, such supplications must be. 

**■ The next thing that excited her particular notice was a 
short prayer, followed by the 130th Psalm in Latin, ** for the 
souls of the deceased faithful io purgatory ;• that God would , 
grant them the forgiveness of their sins, and that they might 
soon enjoy that glory which he had destined for them in hca- 
ven." Emily was extremely shocked at this petition; for, 
besides its having no foundation whatever in Scripture, and 
being decidedly contrary to the express declarations of God, 
it was another insult to the perfect and finished work of the 
Redeemer. After this came a number of short prayers, ad- 
dressed to St. Joseph, and several others ; then one to the 
different saints whose name each person present bore, and 
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anotlier to eac^ one^s g^uardiAn angel. Tbis last, in parti- 
calar, was a masterpiece of blasphemy. It was in the- fol- 
lowing terms :— 

'*0 holy angel, whom Gud has entrusted with the cliarge 
of my conduct, I thank you for your kind attention, and 
entreat you to continue it. Assist me always in my necessi- 
ties ; console me in my afflictiotis ; keep me from all occa- 
sions of sin; protect me especially at the hour of death ; and 
conduct mc to the kingdom of eternal glory.'* 

** To complete this catalogue of Popish prayers, there was 
a long litany introduced, the first two or three petitions of 
which were addressed to Christ, and all the rest to the Vir- 
gin. If an3rthing could surpass the blasphemous nature of 
the preceding prayers, this was admirably calculated to put 
the finishing stroke to the picture. The mother of Jcsos was 
tliere addressed by several of those titles which can belong 
to none but himself. She was not only called tho '* mother 
of the Creator, motlier of divine grace, queen of heaven, of 
angels, patriarchs-, prophets, apostles, martyrs, confessors, 
and of all the saints," but also the *' mystical rose," the 
•'ark of the cavenant," the ••morning star," the *• comfor- 
ter of the afflicted," the "health of the infirm," the '•help 
of Christians," the '• hvfugb of simners,'' and the ••door 
OF hIsavbn!" The eflfect which these misapplied appella- 
tions produced upon Emily^s mind was-so painful ; there was 
such a feeling of horror connected with the idea of their 
shocking falsehood, that she became cold and faint on hearing 
them for the first time, and immediately stopped her ears. 
This was an expedient to which she often felt it necessary to 
liave recourse afterwards ;^ and she found that it was very 
generally adopted by the English girls, in order that they 
might be abto mentally to repeat their own prayers while 
they thus knelt, as it was the only time allowed them for that 
, purpose." 

We regret that we are compelled to defer a further 
notice of tbis book to our next number. 



MEMOKANDA OF THE PAST MONTH. 

Probationary House, 
. 57, White Lion Street, Pentonvillc. 

• Thb Secretary has great pleasure in mentioning the 
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following circumstances which were brought before 
the Ladies last Committee-day. The first respects a 

woman (H .) who was in the Probationary House 

twelve months, and left last July. This woman 

was recommended by Miss W , to a lady, with 

whom she lived about dght months, and during 
that time conducted herself to the satisfaction of her 
mistress; but the family going abroad, she was 
compelled to seek another service. Her Patroness, 

Miss W , has never lost sight of her, and is 

truly gratified, that the individual thus favoured, 
is grateful for kindness received. Last week she 

wrote a letter to Miss W , expressing gratitude 

for her condescension, and a hope that she might 
continue to deserve it ; stated her satisfaction with 
her present situation, and a determination to do 
all she can to please her mistress, — ^who, when she 
paid her wages kindly made her a present, and 
raised her one guinea a-year. She assures Miss 

W . that " she prays to Grod sincerely to keep 

her out of temptation," and concludes as follows : 

"I often think how unhappy I was two years 
ago, while I am now getting my living respectably. 
I feel that I cannot be thankful enough to Grod and 
you. I pray that my future conduct may prove I 
thank you." 

" The other relates to a young woman, R 

W ., who had been in the Probationary House, 

and from thence, passed to Camden Town Asylum. 
She called to see the matrons in White Lion Street, 
a few days ago. She is living in a respectable 
family at Haickney, and has conducted herself with 
great propriety; there is also every reason to believe, 
&om the testimony of Christian friends, that the 
gospel has reached her heart, and made her * a new 
creature.' " 
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THE penit;ent's offering.* 

Thon, that with pallid cheek, 

And eyes in sadness meett. 
And faded loclcs that humbly swept the ground, 

From thy long wanderings won, 

Befiire th' all-healing Son, 
Didst bow thee to the earth, wh Lost and Found ! 

When thou would 'st bathe his feet, 

With odours richly sweet. 
And many a shower of woman's burning tears. 

And dry them with that hair. 

Brought low the dust to wear 
From the crown'd beauty of its festal years. 

Did He reject thee then, 

While the sharp scorn of men 
On thy once bright and stately head was cast ? 
' No, from the Saviour's mien, 

A solemn light serene 
Bore to thy soul the peace of God at last ! 

For thee, their smiles no more 

Familiar faces wore, 
Voices once kind had learned the stranger's tongue, 

Who raised thee up, and bound 

Thy silent spirit's wound ? 
He, from all guilt the stainless, He alone ! 

But which, oil erring child ! 

From home so long beguiled, 
Which of thine offerings won those words of Heaven, 

That o'er the bruised reed 

Condemned of earth to bleed, 
In music passed, ^^thy sins are all forgiven." 

Was it that perfume franght 

With balm and incense brought 
From the sweet woods of Araby the blest ? 

Or that fast flowing rain 

Of tears, which not in vain 
To Him, who scorned not tears, thy woes confessed ? 

No, not by these restored 

Unto thy Father's boani, 
Thy peace, that kindled joy in heaven was made. 

But costlier in His eyes, 

Is that best sacrifice. 
The heart, the full deep heart, before Him laid. 

F M. 
• St. Luke viL 37, 38. r oooIp 
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THE DUTY OF THOSE WHO HAVE FOUND CHRIST. 

" Hb first findeth Ids own brother Simon, and saith 
onto him, we have found the Messias, which is being 
interpreted, the Christ ; and he brought him to 
Jesus." It is not perhaps in the power of language 
to convey a more touching picture of fraternal love, 
than that which these few afiecting words present. 
They go, with irresistible force to the heart, and, at 
a glance, convey some feint impression of the value 
which the rejoicing disciple attached to the blessing 
he himself luid found, and of the yearnings of im- 
patient a^^tion, which could not rest till he had 
made the chosen brother of his heart partaker of the 
stupendous gift. 

At Jesus's invitation he had come and seen where 
this divine Redeemer dwelt ; he abode with him that 
day, and fed upon his heavenly words of wisdom and 
of life ; then, fiill of the energy of love which such a 
feast imparted, his heart expanded towards the world 
around him ; but, firsts sought out the beloved as- 
sociate of his infant days and early home, " his own 
brother Simon." Thtre were his strongest sym- 

VOL. III. K 
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pathies attracted; and holy spiritual affection, uniting 
with the tender influences of fraternal love, urge 
forth the rapturous exclamation, " we have found the 
Messias," the long expected Saviour ! Was his hope 
chilled ? and did the tide of animated joy ehh back- 
ward to his heart, as he beheld the cold reluctance, 
or the contemptuous incredulity with which the bliss- 
ful tidings were received? No — it was a bond of 
holy love which bound these hearts together; and, 
with willing steps, both turned again to him who 
woidd receive them gladly. Nor was the returning 
guest less favorably welcomed than when he first ap- 
proached his Lord. Approvingly does the divine 
favor rest on those whose pure delight is found in 
making others blest. "He that winneth souls is 
wise ; " and, whilst it is written that " they that be 
wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament," 
it is added, ai^d they that turn many to righteousness 
shall be " as the stars for ever and ever." Oh ! if 
the love of Christ be dear to us, if on us the true 
light hath brightly shined, and given us "the 
knowledge of the excellency of Christ Jesus the 
Lord," let not the precious treasure be in silent 
selfishness, alone enshrined within ; but let the en- 
dearing ties of natural affection be sanctified and blest 
by a participation in the heavenly gift. Let the re- 
viving truth spread widely, " we have found the 
Messias;" — ^but, in the endearing privacy of the 
idomestic circle, let the heart's sacred joy at first ex- 
pand; and, whilst some faithful, fond, responding 
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spirit catches from us the enlivening flame, be oun 
the ministry which the angeUc hosts themselves 
rejoice in, and of which it may approvingly be re- 
corded, " she brought him to Jesus." 

L. H. 



TAKING THE VBIL. 

Thb nan who was to make what is called her pro* 
fession, or, in other words, to assume the black veil, 
the symbol oi perpetual « seduaion, was about thirty 
years of age, and was called la acsur Marie. Emily 
had often seen her among the novices, though she 
had never spoken to her; hut who the other in- 
tended nun was, no one but the sup^eure seemed 
to know. Great preparations were making for the 
exhibition ; the nuns were all busily employed, some 
about the chapd, some about the altar, and sister 
Marie herself underwent a long course of fastings, 
prayers, and mortifications, some self-inflicted, 
others prescribed by the confessor, by way of pre- 
paration for the approaching event. The chapel 
was tastefully ornamented with flowers, wax tu^en, 
and every thing costly that the community could 
command. The altar was decorated with several 
beautiful specimens of gold and silver embroidery, 
and Sophie's time was much taken up wiUi 
practising on the organ a splendid pieee of music, in 
which she was to be accompanied by the voiees of 
the whole sisterhood. 

Great curiosity was excited, by the uncertainty 
that prevailed, with regard to the person who was 
to. perform the other part in this melancholy drama; 
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bat the sup^rieure was not commonicative, and the 
whole afiair remained involved in mystery. On the 
evening preceding the ceremony, however, a travel- 
ling carriage stopped at the convent-gate, and a 
yomig lady was handed out by an elderly gentleman, 
who, after taking a formal leave of her, re-entered 
the vehicle, and immediately departed. The stranger 
was conducted to a room which had been prepared 
for her, and was not seen again that evening by any 
but the sup^rieure, who had a very long interview 
with her. Nothing was known concerning her, ex- 
cept that she came from Tours, was unaccompanied 
by a sin^e relative or friend, and a total stranger in 
the place which was now to be her residence for 
life. Even her face had not been seen, for it was 
shrouded in a long mourning veil. 

Early on the ensuing momihg the whole convent 
was in a bustle. The two future nuns were at the 
confessional by break of day, and after a long inter- 
view with the priest, again retired to their rooms. 
The stranger was then attended by the nuns ap- 
pointed to dress her for the occasion, and the sisters 
who took charge of the school were also employed 
in attiring the boarders, that they might form a 
pleasing group in the pageant. 

Emily repured to the chapel about eight o'clock, 
and was soon after joined by Major and Mrs. 
Fortescue, with whom she remained in conversation 
for some time, during which time the chapel 
gradually filled with English gentlemen and ladies, 
whom curiosity had dra¥ni to witness the ceremony. 
There were a few French persons behind, but they 
were generally of the lowest class of society. Emily 
and Mrs. Fortescue stationed themselves near the 
railings in front of the altar, and awaited the en- 
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trance of the procession with feelings of lively 
interest. 

At last, some of those children known by the 
name of en/ants du chteur, appeared from the inner 
room, and began to strew the space around the altar 
with rose-leaves, from baskets which were suspended 
round their necks by rose-coloured ribbons. They 
were dressed in a kind of white surpUce, with a 
girdle of ribbon. 

They were followed by several priests, with their 
acolytes, who ranged themselves round the altar; 
after which, the door of the ante-chaur, or nun's 
inner chapel, was opened, and the voices of the 
sisterhood were heard, chaunting a hymn, as they 
slowly entered in procession. They had lighted 
tapers in their hands, and, with their peculiar dress, 
and long flowing veils, presented a striking coup d* 
ceil, the effect of which was not a little heightened 
by the music. The novices came behind, and after 
them the boarders. Every nun bent the knee for a 
moment, on the lower step of the altar, and they 
then seated themselves round it. The two candi- 
dates for the veil were then brought forward, and 
placed in the midst, exactly in front of the altar. 
Every eye was instantly fixed upon them. Sister 
Marie, however, attracted but little attention ; her 
look was calm, her demeanour composed, and it was 
evident that the step she was about to take was the 
result of dehberate choice. 

But not so the young stranger who was on the 
point of becoming a novice. She had, from the 
first excited much curiosity, and that feeling was 
now converted into one of painful interest. She 
was an elegant young woman of two-and-twenty, 
and attired as a bride, in a white muslin dress, a cap 
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tastefully ornamented with satin and ribbon, and a 
large and rich lace veil, which was thrown over her 
head. Her fine dark hair was braided on her fore- 
head, and a bouquet of rosebuds had been placed in 
her hand. But all this finery only served to render 
more striking the death-hke paleness of her cheek, 
and the expression of deep and hopeless anguish on 
her countenance. She had not long been seated 
before the altar, when the sup^rieure, perceiving 
that she was near fainting, found it necessary to 
have her re-conducted into the anti^hceur, where 
she remained till she was sufficiently recovered to 
return to the chapel. When at length she was 
again supported to her place, the hearts of the Pro- 
testant spectators were deeply afiected by her ap- 
pearance. There was not the slightest tinge of 
colour in her face, and the livid whiteness of her 
quivering lips denoted the most distressing agitation. 
She seemed scarcely conscious of what she did, and 
looked indeed like the helpless victim adorned for a 
sacrifice. 

Several priests were in attendance, but. it was the 
confessor of the convent, on whom devolved the 
duty of performing the ceremony. He was an Irish- 
man, of the name of Saville, and of a peculiarly 
stem and unprepossessing countenance. He now 
began to celebrate the gorgeous ceremony of the 
mass, with all its pomp and splendour, and undis- 
guised idolatry. At its conclusion, a sermon was 
preached to the two candidates, in which much 
false reasoning, and unscriptural doctrine, was em- 
ployed, to convince them, and the spectators, that 
the step they were now taking was .a highly 
meritorious one, and would most certainly ensure 
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them uninterrupted happiness on earth, and a re- 
ward of transcendent glory in heaven. 

When this specious oration was finished, sister 
Marie was conducted by the sup^rieure to the altar, 
and kneeling on the lowest step, was addressed by 
the priest in Latin. As the act of taking the vows 
is considered in the light of a marriage, and the 
victim as the bride of the Lord Jesus Christ, in or- 
der to keep up this blasphemous idea, she is pro- 
vided with two bride's-maids. This office was per- 
formed by Ellen Wilton and Fanny Lowe, dressed 
in white, with rose-coloured ribbons, and large 
bouquets of flowers. They stood on ec^ch side of her, 
while she repeated the vow of poverty, chastity, 
and obedience, — that irrevocable vow which bound 
her to perpetual seclusion, and separated her for 
ever from all the social ties and endearing charities 
of life. 

The priest then blessed the black veil, which was 
lying on a table before him, and the sup^rieure 
placed it on her head, substituting it for the novice's 
white one, which was now laid aside. After this 
many prayers were chaunted and recited, the priest 
blessed her several times, and the organ sent forth 
its sweetest tones, to welcome the new nun to her 
joyless sphere of existence. 

She then laid herself down at the foot of the altar, 
and a funeral pall was thrown over her, to signify 
that she was entirely dead to the world, and to all 
the relations of society. Two burning wax tapers 
were placed at her head, and two at her feet, in the 
manner done to a corpse, and her two httle bride- 
maids strewed the pall all over with roses. While 
she lay in this posture, perfectly motionless, and 
shrouded in the pall, the sisterhood sang her funeral 
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h3nnn in Latin, in tones so sweetly mournful ac- 
companied by the thrilling notes of the organ, now 
swelling in solemn majesty of sound, then gradually 
sinking into strains of plaintive melody, that every 
ear was fascinated, and every eye moistened with the 
tears of excited feeling. At the end of about ten 
minutes, the music seemed to die away, in a 
lengthened cadence of exquisite softness, and a 
short pause ensued, during which the audience ap- 
peared scarcely to breathe. The new nun was then 
assisted to rise from her death-like posture ; the 
organ made the chapel resound with a triumphant 
anthem of joy, in which the deep voices of the 
priests joined the softer strains of the female sin- 
gers; and sister Marie was conducted by the 
sup^rieure to take her place among the sisterhood. 

The whole of this performance was evidently in- 
tended, and certainly well calculated, to captivate 
the senses, and produce a powerful impression on 
the mind, in favour of the Popish church in general> 
and a conventional life in particular ; nor did it alto- 
gether fail of its effect on those who then witnessed 
it. The remaining part of the drama, however, was 
fated to dissolve the charm, and create feelings 
which could not but serve as an antidote to the 
subtle poison so skilfully administered. 

The young lady was now brought forward, and 
every heart seemed to throb with painful emotion » 
as the interesting girl knelt before the altar, and 
with suppressed feelings, meekly awaited her fate. 
A lighted taper was taken from the altar, and put 
into her hand. The priest then asked her in French, 
" Ma fille, que demandezvous ?*' Her answer to this 
question was in a prescribed form, but pronounced 
in so low and faint a voice, that the words could not 
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be distinguished. It seemed, however, that they 
contained the expression of a wish to become a - 
religieuse, for he again addressed her, — "Daugh- 
ter, is it by your own free will, that you now devote 
yourself to God ?" She falteringly repUed in the 
affirmative, and he then asked her two more 
questions, — "whether she had made herself suf- 
ficiently acquainted with the duties and regulations 
of the life she was about to embrace ? and whether 
she was resolved to persevere in it, even to the end 
of her life ?" Her faint and scarcely-uttered replies 
sealed her dedication, and she was then led into the 
ante-chceur, to have her hair cut o£F, and to assume 
the dress of the order. She seemed scarcely able to 
stand, and, as she was supported out of the chapel, 
the utter wretchedness depicted on her pallid coun- 
tenance struck a chill of horror to every heart. 
While her elegant bridal dress, the mockery, rather 
than the expression of joy, was being removed, and 
her beautiful hair mercilessly cut off, the other nuns 
filled up the interval with chauntings and recitatives. 
At length she was led back to the altar, clothed in 
the black woollen robe, the small close cap and 
bandeau, and a small cloth veil over her head. 

She seemed to have, in a great measure, con- 
quered her agitation : the mournful calmness of 
forced resignation had succeeded to the traces of 
conflicting feelings ; but the marble paleness of her 
countenance, and the touching sadness of its ex- 
pression, appealed with irresistible power to the 
hearts of the pitying spectators. 

Kneeling once more on the steps of the altar» she 
was solemnly blessed by the priest, who presented 
her with the consecrated girdle, to which were at- 
tached the rosary and cross, £uid which the 

k2 
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snp^rienre fastened round her waist. Her cloth veil 
was then taken o£f, and replaced by a large muslin 
one ; and, while the sup^rieure was carefully 
arranging it in long, graceful folds, the priest ad- 
dressed her in Latin, and again gave her his 
blessing. 

The sup^eure now left her kneeling on the 
highest step of the altar, and she was expected to 
sing a hymn, accompanied only by the organ. She 
made one or two ineffectual attempts to raise her 
voice; but, finding herself unequal to the task, 
arose, with the sudden impulse of uncontrollable 
feeUng, and rushed precipitately down the steps. 
The sup(;rieure, alarmed at her evident emotion, 
hastened towards her, and, taking her hand in a 
soothing manner, made a sign to sister Marie to join 
her. She was again led up to the highest step, and 
they then sang together ; but the low and faltering 
accents of the novice were lost in the more assured 
tones of her companion. The nuns soon after joined 
in the anthem, and the voices of the priests com- 
pleted the chorus, which was closed by a grand 
finale from the deep- toned organ. The victim of 
this cruel sacrifice had now recovered her com- 
posure, and was led by the sup^rieure towards the 
nuns, whom she embracad individually, in token of 
her being now a member of the sisterhood. 

F^rom " The School Girl in France,** 



CONVALESCENT AND DESTITUTE SERVANTS. 

It frequently occurs that young women of respect- 
able character, who have supported themselves as 
domestic servants, become disabled by disease or 
accident, and are compelled to apply for relief at a 
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hospital. Should their ailment prove tedious they 
lose their place, and, on being discharged from the 
hospital are houseless until they can procure a fresh 
situation ; for many have no friend nor parent to 
whose house they can repair. It cannot be expected 
that such persons should be retained in a hospital 
after they are cured, for to do so would be to frus* 
trate the object of a hospital, which is to cure the 
sick. 

A young woman without a home is forced to g(^ 
to a lodging-house, where she pays a high priQe^ 
and must often meet with bad people. Even if none 
with whom she meets are actually vicious, yet the 
unrestrained intercourse of a number of half-educated 
people in a lodging-house can lead to no good. If 
not soon successful in obtaining a situation, the 
girl's funds may fail her, she is forced to pawn her 
clothes — starvation soon looks her in the face, the 
agents of brothels are on the look out» and she seUs 
herself for a morsel of bread. It would be easy to 
trace each step of her progress, till the once decent 
servant- maid has become the brazen-faced strumpet. 

It may be thought that the case above referred to, 
cannot be of frequent occurrence, but it should be 
borne in mind that a great proportion of the servants 
received into hospitals are iJie servants of petty 
tradesmen and small shopkeepers. They receive but 
very small pay for their services. A person cannot 
be a patient in a hospital altogether without expense, 
and when sent out> a servant's scanty stock is soon 
exhausted. Even if she has parents, no one who 
has seen a poor family huddled together in one room 
can wonder that the girl does not wish to go thither, 
or that her parents should be too poor to receive 
her* 
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Cases such as this occur. A young girl, who had 
lived as servant at a small shopkeeper's in Islington, 

was admitted into Hospital suffering from 

fever. Her father was a widower with two or three 
small children. He was seized with fever and taken 
to the Fever Hospital. The girl had spent most of 
her money to furnish comforts to her father, and to 
help her little brothers and sisters. When she re- 
covered her father was dead, her brothers and sis- 
tors were in the workhouse. She was fuiiiished, 
irom a fund connected with the hospital, with new 
clothes, and a sovereign, and was sent away to live 
where she could, and look out for a new situation. 
What has since become of her is not known. 

The following suggestions are thrown out with 
the greatest diffidence and respect. 

Would it not be possible for the Committee of 
the Servants* Home, Millman Place, to put them- 
selves in correspondence with the authorities of the 
liospitals, and to furnish a temporary home to ser- 
vants when discharged from hospitals ? It being 
clearly understood that none should be received who 
were not declared by the medical attendants to be 
quite restored. 

In the event, of any such arrangement being 
m^ide, there would probably be two classes of ap- 
plicants : — 1st. Servants who are not destitute, (but 
would be able to pay at the present rate) but who 
woulcf value the order and quiet of the Servants* 
Home.* 

♦2nd. Indigent servants, being mostly very young 

* Our Correspondent is respectfully Informed that both 
these classes are provided for in the designs of the London 
Female Mission. The one by the " Home," and the other 
through the medium of the <' Indigent Refuge ;" at the t 
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and inexperienced girls, who have been servants in 
the families of small tradesmen. 

Some of the hospitals, if not all, have a fund from 
which they help the destitute. It is likely that the 
Governors would devote some part of this fund to 
enable the Servants' Home to receive girls too poor 
to pay for themselves. 

The prevention of vice is so much easier than its 
cure, that we may calculate upon the good which 
might be brought about by some such plan as that 
above suggested, with far more certainty than in the 
case of any project for restoring those who have 
once abandoned the wavs of virtue. J. C. 



TRUE PLEASURE. 

Oh ! tell xne, ye worldlings, of one single joy, 

Unmingled with pain or with sorrow ; 
Oh ! tell roe of bliss, which knows not alloy, 

Nor embitters the sweets of to-morrow. 

If ye say in the world, that ye seek for such bliss ; 

BelieTe me, your searching is vain ; 
For ye never can find in a vain world like thb, 

One joy uiattended with pain. 

Then, why, after phantoms so eagerly go. 

Why stretch every nerve, just to find. 
Those pleasures which only bring anguish and woe, 

And bitter remorse to the mind. 

And remember these pleasures in which you delight, 

Though at present they quietly roll ; 
ShaU at last like a torrent burst forth on the sight, 

And eng^ph in dark ruin the soul. 

time we think we have been remiss in not making these 
Establishments more generally known among the Hospitals 
of the metropolis. 
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Oh, how can these follies, this madness prepare, 

The soul which for ever must live, 
In the love and the bliss of the Saviour to share, 

And in joys, which no mind can conceive. 

Then lay up your treasure " where thief can ne*er steal," 
And a stream deep and pure shall soon flow; 

Of happiness, heaven alone can reveal, 
And which none but the Christian can know. 
PentonvUle, F. F. 



I CANNOT KEEP THAT COMMANDMENT. 

A little girl, six years old, in an American Sunday* 
school, was repeating the fifth commandment ; her 
teacher endeavoured to shew her in what way she 
was to honor her parents, and said, " you must honor 
your parents hy obeying them." " O, ma'am ! ex- 
claimed the child, "I cannot keep that commandment." 
"Why cannot you keep it. my dear?" "because, 
ma'am." when my mother tells me to do one thing, 
my father tells me to do another. Now, just before 
I came here, my mother told me to stay up stairs 
and learn my lesson, and my father told me to come 
down and play ; now how could I obey them both ? 
No, no," closing her little hands as if in despair, 
" no, no, ma'am, it is impossible for me ever to keep 
that commandment." 



NOVEL READING. 



At the time when that wonderful genius. Sir Walter 
Scott, was producing one novel after another with a 
rapidity which his readers could scarcely keep pace 
with, a young married lady, whose taste strongly 
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inclined her to works of this nature, but who had 
abstained from reading them, lest they might inter- 
fere with her new domestic duties, was induced, by 
the wishes of her- husband, to commence with him 
the Waverley Novels for their evening reading : but 
the pages were far too fascinating to be laid aside at 
the usual hour for repose ; there was no cessation of 
interest until the volumes were closed. An infant 
son lay in his. cradle beside the mother, who, too 
conscientious to keep an attendant awake for their 
novel reading vigils, attempted herself to watch the 
child. But, though quiet, he was sometimes hungry ; 
and nature admonished him, that, in the cold of 
a winter's night, he ought to be warmed and che- 
rished on a mother's arms, and he would sometimes 
cry; perhaps at the very moment when Jeannie 
Deans was about to make her eloquent appeal to the 
Queen, the infant would make his plea for a mother's 
care : the story must then be broken off, while, with 
a feeling of disappointment, almost amounting to 
impatience, the maternal duties were performed. 
But the healthy and beautiful child was seized with 
an acute disease, which terminated in his removal 
from this world ; and though the mother could not 
accuse herself of actual neglect, she was conscious 
of having had her thoughts too much diverted from 
her child, by the fictitious scenes in which she had 
permitted her imaginations to rove. She was wholly 
unprepared to meet such an affliction ; and, turning 
from the novels to her Bible, sought for peace and 
consolation in the promises of Him who is "the 
resurrection and the life." Those books which had 
drawn her thoughts from her lovely infant, she could 
not, for a long time, endure to behold ; and from 
thenceforward she renounced them all, in the settled 
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conviction, that females, especially when young, by 
indulging in novel reading, do in a degree unfit 
themselves for the proper discharge of their duties. 



South London Institution for the Protection and Refm-ma" 
tion of FhmaleSf and for the Suppression and Prevention 
of Vice.* 
We are taught by the Christian religion to regard every 
perishing soul as an object of compassion, and to seek the 
salvation of that soul, v?ithout allowing the extent to which 
it may have gone in sin to operate against such efforts. The 
poor sinners, the outcast members of the Jewish community, 
whom our Lord met with in his career of benevolence on 
earth, were treated with a tenderness characteristic of the 
Saviour of sinners ; and the same kind feeling ought to ope- 
rate in the minds of the disciples of Christ towards their 
most erring brethren. 

Now there is a class of persons the most pitiable of all 
wretched beings, whose case has not yet elicited, to any 
extent, the sympathies of the Christian public. They are 
the fallen females of this country, wl^om the heartless moral 
assassins that infest society, have deprived of that which 
is infinitely dearer than life — a virtuous character — and have 
left upon the wide world with nothing to support them but 
crime, and nothing to look forward to but misery. Hun- 
dreds of these poor creatures, who were once the joy of 
the hearts of their parents, but whose deviation from the 
path of virtue, through the base villany of the wicked, has 
led to their banishment from the houses of tlieir friends, and 
from all respectable society, are anything but hardened by 
that species of sin into which their destitution has driven 
them. Conscience-smitten, broken-hearted, ashamed of and 
loathing the vice to which they have been addicted, they would 
gladly escape from it if they knew where to fly. The recol- 

* Our readers wDl be gratified to know that this important 
Society, though not connected with the London Female 
Mission, has arisen out of its labors. 
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lection of the past, their present degradation, and the pros- 
pect before their eyes of continued wretchedness, are a bur- 
den more than they can bear : they are the prey of the Iceenest 
anguish, (as their own lips will tell -,) and meeting wiUi no 
sympathy, no help, but being shunned and repulMd by the 
virtuous portion of the community, it frequently happens 
that to deaden sorrow, they drink down the intoxicating 
draught, and even plunge into the waters to seek in self-des- 
trucUon a termination of the miseries uf life. 

It is an ascertained &ct, that full a thousand of these poor 
outcasts apply annually for admission into the several Houses 
of Refuge, in and about the metropolis, without obtaining it, 
for the want of room, and are thus thrown back into crime 
and wretchedness, and desperation and ruin. It is further 
computed that there are in this kingdom no less than half a 
million of the female sex, living continually on the wages of 
iniquity, and that all the institutions in the land, including 
those of the metropolis, do not afford refuge for more than a 
few hundreds ! Must it not then be said with truth, and with 
a feeling of deep shame, that the Christian Church, has, in 
this respect, most sadly neglected its duty, and that here is a 
field of labour where some&ing ought immediately and ener' 
getically to be done ? Let each professing Christian ask him- 
self what must become of these immense masses of human 
beings, immortal and accountable, who are dying fast through 
premature decay, and hurrying to eternity with all the g^ilt 
of their transgressions upon them. 

The heart sickens under the painful reflection, and the 
more so, when it is remembered that they are allowed to 
perish under the very eye of the Christian Church, no 
interest being felt in their welfare, and no effort made to 
save them fh)m destruction. Missionaries are sent abroad, 
but, by a strange inconsistency none are sent to call to 
repentance, to lead to the Saviour, and to bring within 
the fold of his Church, these dying sinners at home ! Under 
an idea altogether erroneous (as facts will shew) that they 
are past recovery, they are left to go down into perdition, 
exclaiming, to the condemnation of our apathy, ''refuge 
faileth me, no man careth for my soul." Impressed with 
these considerations, certain pious and benevolent individuals 
have set on foot a society, to be called '' The South London 
Institution, for the Protection and Beformation of Females, 
and for the Suppression and Prevention of Vice." The ob- 
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jects of the Society, as they have been determmed on at a 
Provisional Committee of Clergymen and others, are the 
following : — 

Ist. — ^To provide an Asylom for females who may be desi- 
rous of abandoning a coarse of Yiee, and to train them in the 
habits of religion and virtue. 

2nd. — To employ all lawful and expedient measures for the 
suppression of receptacles of vice and all incitements to im- 
morality, to obtain the aid of the magistracy in enforcing the 
existing laws, or to procure, if necessary, such further enact- 
ments as may suffice to meet the growing evil. 

3rd. — To promote the establishment of homes, and regis- 
tries, to be conducted on proper principles for female servants 
of good character, and to afford the means to deserving 
females of procuring situations in which they may obtain an 
honest livelihood. 

4th. — To employ an agent or agents in the several localities 
under the direction of the Clergy and local Committee, it 
being a distinct principle of the Society, that the religiatu 
instruction which it is their main object to impart will be in 
strict accordance with the doctrines and discipline of the 
Established Church. 

The Society is earnestly recommended to the support of 
the Christian public by the following Clergymen, members of 
the Provisional Committee, by whom Donations and Sub- 
scriptions will be thankfully received, and as the Committee 
have engaged an eligible House of Refuge near the Elephant 
and Castle, they beg to solicit early contributions. 

The Worshipful Chancellor The Rev. J. Horton. 

Dealtry, D.D. The Rev. H. Hyde, LL.B. 

The Rev. J. C. Abdy, M.A. The Rev. A. H. Kenny, D.D. 

The Rev. G. Ainslie, M.A. The Rev. W. G. Lewis, M.A. 

The Rev. M. Anderson, M.A. The Rev. E. LUley, M.A. 

The Rev. C U. Barry, B.A. The Rev. H. Melvill, B.D. 

The Rev. S. Benson, M.A. The Rev. A. Murray, M.A. 

The Rev. W. Curling, M.A. The Rev. E. Prodgers, M.A. 

The Rev. J. Davis, B.A. The Rev. J. F. Russell, B.C.L. 

The Rev. C. Day, LL.B. The Rev. R. Shutte, M.A. 

The Rev. D. C. Delafosse, M.A. The Rev. S. Smith, M.A. 

The Rev. R. Eden, M.A. The Rev. F. J. Stainforth, M.A. 

The Rev. F. Goode, M.A. The Rev. G. Weight, B.A. 

TheRev.T.E.Hankinson,M.A. The Rev. J. F. Witty. 
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THE FAULTS OF OTHERS. 

"Oh, mamma, I am glad that we have left the 
house of Mrs. Martm ; and the abode of all uncha- 
ritableness/' said Eliza Bolworth, as she sat working- 
near her mother the day after their return from a 
visit to an elderly lady. 

" Do you not think that remark proves you 
to be a fit inmate for such an abode, Eliza ? " 

" Well, mamma, did you ever meet with a more 
uncharitable person than Mrs. Martin ? If Mrs. 

called, we were regaled on her departure with 

anecdotes of her dreadful temper.; of her daughter's 
vanity ; and her sons' dissipation ; if we admired 
some pretty country-seat we passed in our rambles, 
a long history of the different proprietors followed ; 
we were told of the indolence of Sir James ■ ; 
of the stinginess of Mr. ; and the dark re- 
lation was concluded with a darker insinuation 
respecting the present owner.'* 

"My dear girl," repHed Mrs. Bolworth ; — but 
Eliza rudely interrupted her — "That I am sure is 
unchristian, I wonder how Mrs. Martin " 

" Stay, Eliza," Mrs. Bolworth quietly said, ** re- 
member one attribute of Christian charity is, that it 
thinketh no evil; do you think, my love, that the 
expression you were about to use, would have been 
consistent with your baptismal promise, to keep 
God's holy commandments ; one of which is, not to 
bear false witness against your neighbour?" and 
the new commandment which our blessed Saviour 
requires his disciples to observe, in proof of their 
love to him ; have you regarded it, Eliza ? have you 
loved your neighbour as yourself?" 

Eliza colored. "I am wrong, forgive me, 
mamma; yet, have I advanced anything which is 
realy untrue?" 
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" Not directly ; but a stranger would have sup- 
posed* from the tone of your remarks, that Mrs. 
Martin was a malicious and wilful slanderer ; and, 
if I mistake not, there was some undetected opinion 
to that effect lurking in your mind." 

" I believe you are right, my conduct has been 
very unchristian; but what must I do? I cannot 
avoid seeing my neighbour's faults." 

** Do you thmk you have none of your own ?" 

** No, indeed ! I have many." 

" On surveying an extensive scenery, do you gaze on 
the ploughed fields, or the green pastures ? in walk- 
ing in a garden, do you look at the choice flower, 
or at the intruding weeds? In examining your 
own heart, are your good or your bad quahties 
easiest to discover ? Oh my daughter ! my dear 
girl, pray for that renewal of the mind which will 
make you love to observe and imitate your neigh- 
bour's virtues, instead of finding a secret pleasure 
in detecting and exposing their faults, which faults 
you ought to consider as warnings to yourself, who 
are a partaker of the same depraved nature." 

" Pleasure, mamma ! " 

" Yes, close and prayerful self-examination will 
show you that you find pleasure in it. Do you not 
fancy that you discover great penetration, deep 
knowledge of human nature, and acute perception of 
character in your censures ?" 

"You are right. I will try to overcome this 
fault." 

" I trust indeed, that you will be enabled to do so ; 
but if you try in your own strength you are sure to 
fail. Out of the abundance of the heart the month 
speaketh, and the habitual crimes which we commit 
with the tongue, that " world of iniquity set on fire 
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of hen/' famish a constant proof of the depravity 
of our hearts. Pray my dear Eliza that yours may 
be changed; and then» through the grace given unto 
you for Christ's sake, you will gradually grow in 
that humility, which wHl teach you not to think of 
yourself more highly than you ought to think, and 
in that charity which thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not 
in iniquity, hopeth all things, and never faileth." 

** Thank you, mamma ; but are we not sometimes 
obliged to speak of the faults of others ? " 

" Speak of them as little as possible ; but when you 
are obliged, as is sometimes, though seldom, the case, 
manifest a supreme regard for truth in the facts you 
state, while you strive to be charitable in your infer- 
ences ; for it is generally in the inferences which it 
draws from the conduct of others, that uncharitable- 
ness betrays itself. We may hope that the gossipping 
repetition of trifles, which we so often notice in the 
aged, proceeds more from a want of proper mental 
cultivation, than from a want of charity. The 
general spread of science by furnishing superior 
topics of conversation may remove this ; but it is 
oidy the love of God shed abroad in the heart which 
can eradicate that uncharitableness of thought which 
is rooted in every unrenewed heart." 

Mart P. B. 



MEMORANDA OF THE PAST MONTH. 

SsRYANTs' HoMs. — Families suited with servants, 
21. Lodgers at present in the Home, 7. 

Indigsnt Rvfugb. — ^Young women admitted, 1 1 ; 
clothed and placed out to service, 5 ; at present in 
the house, 10. 
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Agskt's Reports. — Classes meeting weekly, 27 ; 
attendaDce, 211. 

EXTRACTS from AGBNT's JOURNAL. 

" The attendance of young women this week has 
not been so large as usual, in consequence of several 
leaving for situations, /our of whom I have been able 
to place in pious famihes. 

" At the conclusion of our usual exercises at 

R , I was surprised by the earnest entreaties of 

one of my charge, that I would visit her mother. 
On conversing with Fanny, for that was the little 
girl's name, I found that she had been led to love 
Jesus Christ, and she was anxious that her mother 
should love Him also. Her object in wishing me to 
see her mother however, was, that I might induce 
her to attend a place of worship, she not having 
entered one for a period of 15 years. On my call- 
ing on the mother she appeared deeply affected with 
her dear child's anxiety on her account, and pro- 
mised she would attend the house of God for the 
future. 

Probationary Housb. — ^Applicants for refuge, 
25 ; received, 15 ; sent to service, or District Asy- 
lums, 6 ; number in the house, 45. 

bxtracts from thb report of sbcretart. 

" It has often occurred that the Ladies' Committee 
have had to dismiss young women by their own 
desire. In these cases the Committee have been led 
to fear that the wish to leave the Asylum has arisen 
from a desire to return again to their evil ways, bat 
that this is not always the case, the following inci- 
dent will show. 

" In passing through one of the streets of Clerken- 
well, the matron was greatly surprised by the earnest, 
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but somewhat abrupt recognitioii of a young woman 
engaged in cleaning the steps of a door. On ex- 
planation she found that the young woman thus 
accosting her had been in the Probationary House, 
but had left at her own request. ' On leaving, (to 
use her own words,) I was determined not to return 
to my old course of life, and immediately exerted 
myself and succeeded in procuring my present situ- 
ation.' Here she is conducting herself with great 
propriety, and expresses herself very grateful for 
the kindness she received while under the care of 
the Society." 

The following letter was brought last Tuesday by 
a young woman, who was placed out at service in 
February last : — 

" * Dear Mrs. F , 

*' ' W— — , having felt a great desire to visit her 
matrons and friends at the Probationary House, T 
have given her permission so to do. I have great 
pleasure in stating that since she has been in my 
service, she has conducted herself in every respect 
to my satisfaction. Her health is good, and I trust 
that if it be the will of God, W— will never vrant 
another place ; for if she continues to act as she now 
does, it would be a source of sorrow to every mem- 
ber of our family if she was to leave us. 

** ' Remember me in the kindest manner to Miss 
K , and assure her of my gratitude for recom- 
mending me so worthy a young woman. 

" • Yours, &c., 

" It appears on enquiry that this young woman 
bas a brother, for whose spiritual interests she has 
of late been greatly concerned, and that there is 
good ground to believe that her letters to him have 
been made useful." 
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EFFORTS TO BENEFIT SERVANTS. 

July nth, 1840. 
'* For two years and a half we have had connected 
with our congregation a servants' class, the last year 
and a half under my care ; the number varies from 20 
to 50, and our prospects are encouraging. Several 
have already become members of the church. The 
example has been followed by another Christian 

church in O , and that class I believe numbers 

about the same. Servants have been much neglected 

in O , and perhaps form the most immoral part 

of our population ; they are exposed to numberless 
trials here, and a large number of them yearly 
become the victims of sensuality. " The land moans 
because of it. May Grod bless all efforts made for 
them! and your own very valuable institution likewise." 



MATERNAL MEETINGS. 

Chapel House, Harting. 
"" " Last evening was our Maternal Meeting — a 
delightful season. We now number 91 Mothers; 
351 children. The work is going forward amidst 
the cold looks of formal Christians, the smile of the 
inidel, and the song of the drunkard — ^but none of 
these things move me. " Onward " is my Motto 
in the strength of the Lord. Last Wednesday one 
mother, and a son of another, with another lad, 
were added to our Church, and I believe eternity 
only will reveal all that a Maternal Association has 
done here. — Present my Christian love and thanks 
to the friend who sent me the tracts, &c. &c., they 
are very useful to us. The Magazines we lend also 
in our tract districts." 
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THE FEMALES^ ADVOCATE. 



SINCERE AND WITHOUT OFFENCE. 

Wbrb we asked the question, ** What is sincerity ? " 
we should simply reply — ^Truth in speech — Truth in 
action — a definition with which few persons, perhaps, 
would be disposed to cavil ; but, unhappily, truth in 
the abstract and truth in practice are so widely dis- 
similar, so much at variance with each other, even 
amongst those who should shrink from the thoughts 
of falsehood, and indignantly repel an accusation of 
insincerity, that the mind is naturally led to enquire, 
"Is there any standard by which we can form a 
charitable, and, at the same time, an equitable judg* 
ment ?" This enquiry, though highly interesting 
and important, is not so easy to be answered as 
might at first be imagined ; for we think it must be 
admitted that to merit the appellation of sincere, or 
to deserve the odium of being deemed false, must 
depend upon circumstances : for that which is an 
imperative duty upon one individual, is not encum- 
bent upon another — as for instance, in the case of 
giving advice, the fault may be equally discerned by 
both, but neither duty nor propriety equally sanction 
the mention of it. And, indeed, unless prudence 
and delicacy actuate the character and manner, sin- 

VOL. III. L 
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cerity itself will remam an isolated virtue, at least 
as regards its effects upon others. Bacon justly 
remarks^ " He that ia only real had need have ex- 
ceeding great parts of virtue ; as the stone had need 
to be rich, that is set without foil ?" And it may be 
equally asserted, that he knows very little of human 
nature, who is not aware that the faults of mankind 
must be approached, not only with " a little address,'^ 
but with a great deal of tenderness. The hand that 
rudely and unceremoniously unveils a wound, is not 
calculated to heal it. Reprehension can never be a 
duty unless prompted by love, and those who are 
animated by its spirit will avoid expressing painful 
truths when not called upon to do so. This delicacy 
of feeling is quite consistent with the most perfect 
integrity of conduct, and has nothing in common 
with a temporizing spirit, or that sensitive foresight 
which weighs consequences with the utmost exact- 
ness, but only in relation to self. It ia equally re- 
mote from a regulating disposition, prompt to advise 
and ready to censure, which generally has its origin 
in a want of diffidence, and an insensibility to the 
feelings of others. 

Sincerity is in itself so estimable, we are afraid so 
rare, that, in pointing out its excellence for imita* 
tion, we would gladly invest it with all the loveliness 
of truth. But whilst we would unite courtesy — 
Christian courtesy with sincerity, the true basis of 
which is humiUty, let us beware of its counterfeit- 
let us neither impose upon ourselves nor others by 
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empty precession. Yet, how lamentably this Is the 
case in some circles, let fashionable language, and 
fiEUBhionable practice declare. What professions of joy 
with the most icy feelings, not to say repugnance^- 
what coorteous receptions contrasted with, "I am 
rejoiced they have taken their departure ! " ** What 
a deHverance ! " What urbanity of manner, and ap- 
parent deference to opinion, mingled with the most 
perfect dis-esteem ! 

Persons moving in such society will perhaps say, 
"This is not insincerity. Insincerity is speaking 
aoki acting with an intention to deceive. Such pro-, 
fession deceive no one — they are mere words of con- 
vetuence — civil expressions which have no meaning, 
and are received as such." Has truth no meaning ? 
Is the abuse of speech no sin ? Is the use of lan- 
guage to give false impressions ? Base coin, when 
circulated, lessens the value of sterling gold ; but 
w^n opce the sacredness of truth is willingly 
violated, who can Hmit its future debasement ? 

Language should represent truth : but, alas ! we 
may well exclaim in the language of the poet — 

'^ Sacred interpreter of human thought, 
How few respect or use thee as they ought! '' 

Christianity admits of no temporizing. Where- 
ever the spirit of our blessed Redeemer reigns, there 
must be truth in speech, truth in action ; and all 
those who are redeemed from the world find it so. 
The crooked paths of human policy are both difficult 
and dangerous to walk in: perhaps there is no 
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slavery so rigorous as the slavery of deceit— na 
intercourse so oppressive as the heartlessness of in- 
sincerity. But how refreshing and delightful is the 
frank and open conversation of those Christians, 
who, in any degree resemble Nathaniel of old, of 
whom it was said, " Behold an Israelite indeed, in 
whom is no guile ! " Their spontaneous expressions 
of affection, of gladness, and of sympathy, have a 
reality in them — a reality which is felt and confided 
in. 

Sincerity has nothing recherchke — all is ease, sim- 
plicity, and candour; where affection is not felt, 
there is no attempt at profession ; where sympathy 
is not awakened, condolence is not feigned, and 
silence brings no condemnation ;-^where hospitality 
is due, welcome, not gladness^ is all that Christianity 
requires ; for there must be guests of duty as well 
as of pleasure; but the sincere in heart wiU not 
lavish those expressions of affection and joy upon 
the one, which can only be truly bestowed upon the 
other. In conversation there will be no seeming 
acquiescence with contrary sentiments, when the sub- 
ject involves principle; no cowardly silence when 
truth is attached, or opinion broached which have 
an injurious tendency. 

The reproofs of a Christian will always be at- 
tempted with kindness; for those who love truth 
most, will feel most tenderly for their fellow-crea- 
tures ; they will not only avoid all rudeness of 
4issent, all contradiction, where difference of opinio^ 
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18 immaterial, but they will concede trifles, and 
rejoice that they can do so, as by such concessions 
they gain an increased influence in things of real 
importance; for the love of a Redeemer, whilst it 
constrains to faithfulness, does touch the spirit with 
kind — with sympathizing feelings. — It is indeed the 
anointing oil of truth and grace ! — and it is by this 
grace alone we can be enabled to be *' sincere and 
without offence, until the day of Christ." 

A. H. 



THE LAST DAYS OF MARTHA, 

WHO DIED AT NORWICH, DEC. 1839. 

Martha was of an amiable disposition, and once 
enjoyed the great privilege of being taught in a 
Sabbath-school, which she attended for four years ; 
but though often reproved, she hardened her neck, 
and resisted all the restraints of religion. At length, 
proceeding from bad to, worse, at a very early age 
she became one of the most abandoned femdes in 
the city of Norwich; vicious in her conduct, and 
profane in her language, to the last degree. About 
one month before she died, she was called to witness 
a solemn scene ; the grave was opened to receive the 
mortal remains of her aunt, and when going to the 
funeral, she uttered sentiments too impious and 
wicked to be repeated, "wondering who would be the 
next to follow her aunt to hell." Not many hours 
had elapsed, before she was seen in a violent pas- 
sion, using many oaths and curses. Alas ! alas ! 
she little thought then what an hour would bring 
forth. On that day as soon as she returned to her 
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accustomed habit^tioD, she was taken so smousfy 
iU, that she was carried up to her bed, from which 
she never rose. Poor Martha found the sick bed 
to be but a poor place on which to think, for 
her iUness was of a most painful and distressing 
character, and having neglected and despised religion 
when in health, she now felt herself destitute of that 
support and consolation which it alone can give. 
A Christian friend visited her and inquired into the 
state of her feelings in the prospect of death and 
the judgment-seat of Christ. ** I dare not die," she 
said, " for I am so unprepared." Her heart ap- 
peared to be hardened — she did not want to be 
told about dying, and when reminded of her 
mother's entreaties and counsels, she said " she 
could not bear it," and endeavoured to stop the 
conversation. 

The kind visitor could not give her up, he there- 
fore entreated her to consider the awful situation in 
which she was placed. " My dear friend," he said, 
"there is no hope for you, except you repent of 
your awfully wicked ccmduct, for * the wicked shall 
be turned into hell, and all the nations that foi^et 
Grod.' But I bring you the good tidings of great 
joy, that you are not too vile-5br God to pardon, if 
you will truly Fcpent and forsake your sins." '* This 
is hard language," she replied, " but I know what 
you have said about my wicked conduct is true." 
He showed her from several passages of God's 
own word, his wrath against all ungodliness, at the 
same time exhibiting to her his great willingness 
to save repenting sinners, as exhibited in the Para- 
ble of the Prodigal Son, and the history of Mary 
Magdalene, &c.> but no change of mind appeared 
in Martha. 
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Her friend called upon her again very soon, but it 
all in vain ; her reascm was gone ; disease had 
made frightful progress ; delirium had disordered 
her brain ; and he was ol^ged to retrace his steps* 
with sad thoughts and earnest prayers to God that 
he would spare her yet a little to recover strength 
before she was taken hence. He called again and 
again, but with no better hope of doing her any 
good. He made her many visits, and in some few 
o£ them was enabled to have conversations with her, 
but they were only such as to distress his feelings 
still more. He asked her if she remembered what 
he had said on previous visits. "Yes, sir," she 
replied, " but I cannot repent, my heart is too hard. 
I am afraid to die, what am I to do ? I shall go to 
hell, — Oh, read the account of Mary Magdalene 
again :" which he did. She then said, *' Ah, but I 
am gone too far, there is no repentance for me,"— 
" Ah, there he is, he must have me," — " Don't read 
any more, it is of no use," — " / am lost for ever,'' 
These are only some of the expressions she used> 
there were many others too shocking ai^i dread- 
ful to repeat, which had better never be known. 
Thus she lingered a few more days, dreading the 
hour of final dissolution, moaning and crying out in 
the most bitter agony imtil death terminated her 
earthly sufferings. 



THE EMPLOYMENTS OF FEMALES. 

SuBFRisiNO it is that the views of society on the 
^a[q>loyment of females, should have shut out every 
useful and honourable occupation, except that of 
teaching. The art of teaching, perhaps the most 
Ai€S }o.n\t for many minds to acquire — certainly the 
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most irksome, and oftentimes the most unfit for the 
constitution of females delicately and tenderly reared. 
How heart-rending to see well-educated young 
women eagerly seeking situations where the labour 
is little above menial, and the reward far below the 
ordinary wages of a common servant ! The anxious 
parents may have lavished upon their daughter every 
accomplishment, they may have spared no money to 
make her what is termed "a qualified governess;'* 
but when she comes forward to oflfer her services in 
the field of education (a field, that, although over- 
stocked with labourers is overrun with weeds,) she 
discovers there is absolutely no demand for what she 
has to ofier ; she finds education " a drug," her 
talents not esteemed, her exertions not valued, and 
her services not sought for. Still she has no other 
resource ; there is no other field which society has 
to oflfer for female industry, and she is therefore 
compelled to discount her services in the market ; 
thus she soon finds how diflicult it is to maintain her 
position in an artificial state of society, when talent 
and moral worth are the only claims she has to 
entitle her to a respectable position. Often does 
she perhaps feel the struggles which an elevated and 
noble mind has to make to withstand the withering 
chill of scanty means, nay, often absolute poverty. 
If she possesses a dehcate mind and a cultivated 
understanding, how often must her feelings be 
wounded, to find that the individual, whose position 
as educator should entitle her to the highest pre- 
eminence in the proper estimation of society, is seldom 
looked upon as an equal in station with those she 
teaches, and often as belonging to a rank beneath 
her pupils. 

But can nothing be done to rescue from the 
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miseries of a female teacher's life, those crowds of 
young women whose necessities compel them to 
flock to it ? Is a female of respectable education 
compelled to depend upon her own exertions for 
support ?-^she has immediate recourse to teaching ; 
in truth, she knows of no o];her calling she could 
pursue that would not sink her in society. Her 
talents, her dispositions, her feelings, may qualify 
her for pursuits more congenial ; but society gives 
countenance to no other, in which she could at all 
maintain a respectable bearing. 

But if the false views of society on female em- 
ployments cannot be immediately reformed, much 
might certainly be done to check the tendency that 
unfortunately exists at present to promote the train- 
ing of females of so small pecuniary means for the 
duties of governess. Some religious and excellent 
individuals have exerted themselves in founding 
institutions for the training of young ladies, the 
daughters of clergymen and others of small re- 
sources, for governesses; and thus, though done 
from the best of motives, an evil is perpetuated, 
and numbers are thus added to a class already too 
numerous — ^far exceeding the demand. 

It is certain that the limited view of society on 
female power and usefulness has a very injurious 
effect upon the education of yoimg women of res- 
pectable family, who are obliged, through narrow 
circumstances, to have recourse to some kind of em- 
ployment for support. If certain occupations, suit- 
able to the various talents and dispositions of females, 
could be held forth to be as respectable and honour- 
able as the profession of governess is by them fancied 
to be, (and there appears no reason why many em- 
ployments suitable for females might not be so con- 
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sidered), it would tend most beneficially to their 
future usefulness and ultimate happiness. Few may 
have that peculiar species of talent which is required 
for governesses ; but all may be suited for usefully 
employing their talents in spheres corresponding to 
their capacity and inclinations. The difficulty we 
have to combat (and a formidable one it is,) is 
current prejudice. The affectation of many young 
women causes them to suffer privations and torments 
rather than let the world know their actual condition; 
and the artificial education bestowed on our female 
youth at the present day, tends to foster this unfor- 
tunate failing in young girls whose parents have but 
limited resources. 

Once let the prejudice which prevails in restricting 
female employment to tuition, be overcome, and 
profitable fields of employment for femala capacity 
and exertion would soon be discovered. We know 
an instance of three sisters, young women possessed 
of very cultivated minds, and moving in a highly 
respectable sphere in this metropoHs, who have so 
far devoted their talents to the various parts of their 
father's business (that of printer and pubhsher), that 
in the capacity of composing, reading proofii ci 
works in various European languages, and other con- 
sistent female employments, they surpass in practical 
dexterity, and neatness and accuracy of execution, 
many of the other sex who have served a regular 
apprenticeship to the business. Now there are 
several mechanical arts in which females might 
equally excel with men, such as hthographing, en- 
graving, etc.; and many useful trades besides those 
usually engaged in by women. 

It has been suggested that an institution be opened 
by benevolent and influential individuals for the pur* 
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pose of training young women to such useful em- 
ployments. We fear, however, that little benefit 
would be conferred on the suffering class of females 
we are speaking of, by such institutions. We think 
that without real maternal influence, and an habitual 
training at home to industrious habits, and the in- 
culcation of sober and staid views on the future 
prospects of life, aided by parental example, all that 
we might establish in the way of charitable institu- 
tions for the accomplishment of such an object, 
would be to defeat the very end we desire to serve. 

From the all-pervading desire among parents of 
the middle rank of life to cultivate the mental facul- 
ties and female ornamental accomplishments, at the 
expense of the health, arise that bodily weakness and 
those nervous diseases, often terminating in insanity, 
which are now so generally among us. We go on 
imparting female accomplishments, and mistakingly 
call it cultivating the mind, whereas by this feshion- 
able mode of education, our appliimces tend to 
weaken and debilitate the understanding. We create 
a nervous state of system through a mistaken course 
of mental training, and the mind becomes propor- 
tionally impaired thereby, the whole of our modem 
forms of education have tended more or less to 
restrict the mental powers and bodily habits to a 
prescribed course of discipline, artificial at the best, 
and thus to destroy the opportunity of applying 
those means for bodily healUi and mental vigour 
that nature has so wuely offered, and which the 
buoyancy of youthful spirits so readily lays hold of. 

If to the pursuit of literature and the dose appli- 
cation of attaining a degree of excellence in the 
range of female accomplishments, we were to. com- 
bine in female trainiQg» some domestic occupation. 
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and the pursuit of some mechanical art or nsefol 
calling, the exercise of the one would materially tend 
to excellence in the other ; and we might expect to 
see a vigorous mind and healthy body the ac- 
companying adornment of England's woman. 

We are aware that in suggesting the propriety 
of young females pursuing some mechanical art or 
useful manual employment, we are running counter 
to the views of society ; but this alone should not 
deter us from pressing the subject upon their atten- 
tion. The question is, would the female portion of 
society be benefited, and rendered happier by the 
general adoption of such a course ? If so, whoever 
urges it upon the notice of society, however feeble 
the attempt, and how httle soever it may be heeded, 
is performing an honourable duty, because labouring 
to effect a good end. 

FrOTn. " the Scholastic JounuU" 



FALSE CHARITY. 

Eliza Bolworth kept her resolution, and kept it 
prayerfully ; but she asked only for aid to assist her 
endeavours, not for wisdom to direct them ; and 
while Mrs. Bolworth rejoiced over the sincerity of 
her daughter's attempt to judge less harshly of 
othera, she was grieved to find her gradually adopt- 
ing that false charity, which, by treating crime too 
leniently, creates a low standard of moral rectitude. 

One day the following dialogue occurred between 
Eliza Bolworth, and Miss Jane Wells, who, ac- 
companied by her mother, had made a morning 
call upon the Bolworth's. 

Miss Jane. — ^Do you often see Fanny — B 

Eliza^ — ^No. Do you B 
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Mi88 Jane, — Seldom ; for mamma says that 
though she is so clever and amiahle, her habit of 
l3ring makes her an improper companion. 

Eliza, — Poor thing. I think she would not tell 
a lie wilfully. She only exaggerates : her imag^a- 
tion is so vivid. 

Mrs. Wells took leave. Other visitors came« 
One of them, in the course of conversation, men- 
tioned an unhappy family quarrel which had lately 
taken place in the neighbourhood; and expressed 
his opinion that it had been fomented by the in- 
judicious repetition of each party's remarks to the 
other, by a lady whom he named. He added, " she 
was warned of its probable bad effects in the irri- 
tated state of mind of both parties;" "for at 
times/' he continued, "we often say things which 
an hour after we vainly wish unsaid ; and we are 
too apt to allow the expression of anger in another 
to produce the same emotion in ourselves." 

I am sure, said Eliza, who was present when the 
above remarks were made, I am sure Mrs. — in 
doing as she did meant well. 

That evening, when they were alone, Mrs. Bol- 
worth took the opportunity of saying, I am glad, 
dear EHiza, to see you striving against your habit 
of evil speaking; but fear you are falling in the 
opposite error. 

What ! can we speak too well of others ? 

Do you think Fanny and Mrs. , whom 

you 80 promptly tried to exculpate this morning, 
can be justly defended ? 

But, mamma, is it not right to impute the best 
motives to the conduct of others ? 

Not unless we can do so consistently with truth. 

Yoa know, love, it is one attribute of Chri8tia& 
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charity that it "rejoioeth in the trath as well as 
thinketh no evil;" and no wonder, for its founda- 
tion is love to the God of truth, and on that it 
builds every work, word and thonght of self-denying 
love to man. 

I never thought the word so comprehensive be- 
fore. 

Perhaps not, for the use of it seems now as much 
confined to mere verbal charity as it once was to 
almsgiving : both however are branches of that 
real charity which is greater and more enduring 
than even faith and hope; and like them divine 
in its origin and its nature. 

Then, mamma, what do you call fiedse charity ? 

Any thought, word, or deed whidi, though it 
may seem kind, is inconsistent with any of the 
characteristics of true charity. Read very carefully 
St. Paul's description of charity, in 1 Cor. 13^1 
chapter, and you will see it is a summary of the 
social duties of Christianity, differing from that con- 
tained in the 12th chapter of his epistle to the 
Romans in this only, that it traces each action to 
its motive, each virtue to its source : the state of a 
renewed heart filled with sincerity and love. 

But, mamma, does it not seem very uncharitable 
to speak ill of others ? 

Where it may be avoided it is so ; but, my dear 
girl, the world, to whose opinion you are now re- 
^^Bi™g> jcidges by false, though var3dng standards : 
I have as often heard that.man called a timeserver 
who spoke ill of none, as I have heard him ealled 
uncharitable who sorrowfully condemned the errors 
of a fnend. The world values truth as it does gold, 
not for its intrinsic worth, but because it passes 
current at all times. 
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Then, mamma, I am not to regard the opinion of 
the world. 

Not where it is opposed to truth, as it is in this 
instance. The world would have called our com- 
passionate Saviour uncharitable had it heard him 
uttering his just indignation in thrilling woes against 
the hjrpocrites of that day ; even as it now censures 
his ministers for telling the sick their disease ; and 
his people for exposing those who though with them, 
are not of them. 

Do you think false charity can do harm ? 

Can you doubt it, my love ? Merely in the in- 
stance of this morning you gave Miss Jane Wells 
encouragement to think her mother harsh ; or else, 
to consider lying, unless wilful, no sin, and ex- 
aggeration no crime ; and in your defence of Mrs. 

, you strove to excuse a bad action by a good 

motive. 

But people will not tiiink much of my opinions, I 
am so yoimg. 

Every person, whatever their age or station, is re- 
sponsible for some degree of influence over those 
with whom they associate ; and especially those who 
like you have made a profession of Christianity. 
The world looks on those who profess to be its lights, 
not that it may kindle its lamp with the same hea- 
venly fire ; but that it may find an excuse in the 
dullness of their flame for preferring its earthbom 
and unpurified light. You might, dear Eliza, have 
done good this morning, by encouraging Miss Wells, 
who is a weak girl, to confide in tiie judgment 
of her excellent mother. 

Charity is not so easy as I thought, said Eliza, 
despondingly. 

In our own strength it is unattainable, her 
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mother replied, but seek of God in believing prayer 
that ** Spirit of power, of love, and of a sound mind," 
which " will guide you into all truth " and charity. 

Mart P. B. 



VISITS TO THE OUTCASTS OF NORWICH. 

The object of these visits was to distribute a Tract, 
entitled, "The last days of Martha," a young woman 
of an abandoned character, whose djring hours bore 
painful testimony to the truth of inspiration, that 
" the wages of sin is death." The visitors were the 
agents of the Norwich City Mission, who recorded 
in their journals the result of their visits : but we 
hardly need observe, that painful as the record is, 
the half is not told. 

EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNALS OF THB AGENTS. 

" In our visits to females of bad character, we were 
civilly treated by all, and in several houses were per- 
mitted to read and converse with the inmates. 

Most of these degraded women acknowledged 
themselves to be unhappy, and said that they would 
gladly abandon their evil course, if they had any 
means of obtaining a livelihood. One of them said, 
'we dare not think, it gives us the horrors, so we 
drive away our thoughts.' " 

"At one house we had a deeply interestmg conver- 
sation. There were two girls, an old woman, and 
an old man 80 years of age, who, when I told him 
that he must be bom again, said, he did not know 
what it meant. I warned him of his danger, and 
after reading the tract, I spoke to the girls, of their 
sin and danger; one of them cried very much. I 
then addressed the old woman, and told her she was 
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not only going to hell herself but dragging others 
with her. She acknowledged what I said was true. 
She also wept, and having further exhorted them all 
to turn from their evil ways, we closed our inter- 
view with prayer." 

" Called upon another female, to whom we read 
the tract ; she wept much, and told us she would give 
the world to redeem her character." 

" In another house, was a woman whom I had 
known for many years. I said, ' So you still go on 
in your wicked ways.' * Yes,' she said, ' I am in 
it, and you cannot help me out.' I told her I 
could advise her to turn to the Lord and seek him 
while he was to be found. She said, *I never 
think of God.' Such was the wickedness of this 
woman, that she obliged her daughter, when only 
13 years of age, to live upon the wages of iniquity. 
I read the tract, which made a deep impression on 
those who were present ; they wept and lamented 
bitterly their situation — their characters lost, and 
not a friend in the world to help them. We could 
not help weeping with them. I must say, the in- 
terviews we have had, would melt the hardest hearts. 
' What are we to do ? Where are we to go ? Who 
will have us ? * is their general cry." 

" From our continued visits to-day among these 
women, I am confirmed in my opinion as to the 
practicability of lessening very much this great evil. 
They are most anxious to give up their evil way, if 
any thing could be done for them. While readmg 
the tract to one, she wept and was quite overcome, 
and when asked if she was not afraid to die, she said, 
'that is what makes me miserable.' Her parents 
were dead, but her brothers were living, and though 
her application to them had been refused once, yet. 
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she said, she would make another attempt to abandon 
her coarse of sin." 

" We felt mach interest in a young woman who 
seemed deeply to feel her degraded conduct. The 
following are some of her own words. * I am sure I 
should be most happy to leave it if I could do any- 
thing to get a livelihood/ ' I often go with two 
meals a-day rather than go out.' ' I should be glad 
to go to the Magdalen.' We asked her what it was 
that principally induced her to wish to go ? She 
said she was concerned about the sinfulness of her 
way of living, and could she be released, she would 
go down on her knees to thank the friend that would 
assist her." 

" On entering upon the subject of our visit, one 
young woman was quite inclmed for mirth, and con- 
tinued laughing, as we continued to press it upon her 
consideration, saying, ' she could not help it, because 
we looked so serious, but after a little conversation 
she became serious, and eventually burst into a flood 
of tears, and seemed to feel great compunction of 
spirit;' remarking, 'Your ta& gives me the hor- 
rors.' She said she should very much like to quit 
her course of life, and for that purpose had written 
to her father before Christmas, but had received no 
answer ; she wished us to intercede on her behalf." 

"Went into one house where we found a young 
woman, not 19 years of age, in company with three 
young men. As soon as we began talking about 
' the last days of Martha,' the young woman 
seemed to shudder, saying, 'She knew her, and 
worked with her.' One of the young men endea^ 
voured to turn what we said into ridicule, for which, 
the female often reproved him, and told him that we 
were right and he was wrong." 
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" In another house we found one girl very ill. ; the 
doctors gave no hope of her recovery. In this awful 
condition, however, she appeared hardened and im- 
penitent." 

" Another young woman we found in hed, who 
said she had laid in hed all the previous day also» 
because she had neither food nor firing." 
(To be continued*) 



THE WORLD. 

" This Tvorld is all 8 fleeting show. 

For man's illusion giyen :. 
The smiles of joy, the tears of -woe. 
Deceitful shine, deceitful flow, — 

There's nothing true but heayen. 

And false the light on glory's plume. 

As fading hues of even : 
And love, and hope, and beauty's bloom. 
Are blossoms gathered from the tomb,-^ 

There's nothing bright but heaven. 

Pot)r wanderers of a stormy day, 

From wave to wave we're driven : 
And fancy's flash, and reason's ray, 
Serve but to light the troubled way, — 
There's nothing calm but heaven." 



A DAY OF RETIREMENT. 

Mr. Editob, 

For the benefit of romantic and sentimental 
young ladies who indulge in idle musings, building 
castles in the air, &c. I desire with your permission 
to disclose the mortification I lately experienced 
when thus engaged. 

A short time since, having leisure and opportunity 
to spend a day as best suited my inclinations, I 
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detexmined to pass the day in solitade. Anticipa- 
ting perfect peace and happiness in the tranquil 
repose of retirement, like the Eastern Prince I 
presumptuously thought " this shall he a day of 
happiness." Full of these imaginings I hastened to 
my little study, closing the door after me and locking 
it to keep out intruders. Thus entrenched and 
isolated, I glanced my eyes around my chosen 
retreat, the smiling neatness of which was quite 
captivating. There were many nice volumes care- 
fully arranged on the shelves. The interesting 
paintings and prints that adorned the walls pour- 
trayed a variety of subjects calculated to induce 
meditation. Then the windows were thrown open 
to a sweet garden so secluded and still, that there 
was not a sound to be heard except the tuneful 
voices of the little woodland choristers chanting 
their morning song of praise. In fancied security 
I reclined on the sofa, with a book in my hand, and 
gave myself up to enjoyment, — now reading, now 
musing and carelessly gazing on the fair daughters 
of flora, whose balmy breath perfumed the air 
which I inhaled. 

Secretly exulting in the idea that my proudest 
wishes were about to be gratified I fell into a 
kind of waking dream, wandering in imagination 
through scenes of future bhss. But O how transient 
were these halcyon moments ! on a sudden a swarm 
of flies, apparently envious of my peace, attacked my 
face and neck; some hummed in my ear to the 
distraction of thought, whilst others impertinently 
fluttered on my neck, altogether making most dis- 
cordant sounds. Thus assailled, I covered my face 
with a handkerchief for awhile, and endeavoured 
to bear the vexatious interruption with patience. 
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reasoning with myself on the folly of allowing a 
trifing accident to ruffle the serenity of my 
thoughts. 

How long I resisted this temptation to anger I 
cannot tell, but at last I felt a sharp twinging bite 
on my throat that thrilled through my bosom and 
made me start. I could restrain no longer, ex- 
asperated with rage I threw down my book and 
chased the enemies of my peace round the room, 
till I succeeded in puting one to death; the rest 
flew away, leaving me in silence to reflect on the 
unworthy deed my vindictive hand had so sud- 
denly committed. In pensive mood, I gazed with 
regret on the little victim of my passion. Thus, I 
thought, do the great and powerful of the world 
sometimes hastily remove a weak and helpless being 
who thwarts the gratification of their desires; I 
sighed deeply as I drew this comparison in my 
mind, whilst the tear of pity trembled on my 
cheek, and self-convicted, the still small voice of 
conscience whispered, "Selfish recluse! when you 
shut out the world and its jarring interests, its pas- 
sions were not excluded, for anger, revenge, and 
remorse have discovered a world of iniquity within. 
When you next seek for peace, remember it dwells 
not with the idle in solitude, but is found where 
self is forgotten in the service of God. Hence- 
forth choose a better part, go and do whatsoever 
thy hand findeth to do, and do it with all thy 
might, ' For the night cometh when no one can 
work.' •• 

Thus conscience spoke in the stillness of soUtude ; 
uiy heart echoed. What doest thou here ? At a loss to 
answer this searching question I begun to look into 
my past life, and thus employed the last hcAir of n 
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day of retirement as I ought to have done the first 
in self-examination ; like one of those foolish virgins 
who neglected to trim and prepare her lamp and 
slumbered and slept till she was aroused with the 
cry that the Lord was at hand, I was suddenly 
awakened to the consciousness of standing on the 
verge of eternity without having my soul, that un- 
dying lamp within roe, prepared to meet my God. 
What have 1 done, I solemny asked myself, in the 
service of Him to whom I must soon render an ac- 
count ? Were I called at this moment to the 
judgment-seat of Christ, would he not say to me 
** Oh thou wicked and slothful servant, where are the 
talents committed to thy charge ?" 

N. N. 



FASHION. 



An anecdote says, I know not with what truth, that 
a certain gentleman was requested by his wife to 
buy a bonnet for her, and that, aftjer having made 
his purchase, he was requested to caU at a friend's 
house, but begged to be excused, saying, " I have 
bought a bonnet for my wife, and I am afraid 
that the fashion may change before I get home." 
Whether or not this story be true, it comments well 
on the absurdities of fashion. What can be more 
silly, what less independent, what more ridiculous, 
than to be whisked into expenditure, . and changes of 
dress and appearance, by the whims of whatever 
man or woman happens to be at the head of what is 
improperly termed the beau monde? — ^improperly, 
because the world is fair or beautiful in connexion 
only, or at least chiefly, with those to whom God 
says, " all things are yours, whether Paul, or Apollos, 
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or Cephas, or the World, and ye are Christ's, and 
Christ is God's." The best method, perhaps, of 
dealing with fashion, — since we live in a state of 
society which fashion, more than any thing else, 
seems to govern, — is to dress in such a manner as 
to elude observation, to avoid singularity, neither 
hastily to adopt new changes, nor to retain so long 
the forms of a by-gone day, as virtually to set up 
a fa^on of our own. 

W. C. T. 



SERVANTS' HOMES. 

Leamington, Aug. 2%th, 1840. 
*• Our Society has prospered exceedingly, and we 
have every ground for believing that with the 
blessing of God it will really be of very great public 
utility, at least if we may judge from the number of 
applications both from employers and servants." 



ADVICE TO MOTHERS. 

Wb cannot wonder when we see the careless and 
thoughtless manner in which mothers enter into their 
responsible stations, if their children eventually be- 
come curses instead of blessings. " But what a 
hard task you would impose on us." — they answer. 
If you feel it so, then cast your burden on the Lord, 
and he will sustain you. *' But even if we do all we 
can, we must sometimes leave pur children with ser- 
vants, especially in their infancy." Granted — ^are 
those servants the constant subjects of your prayers ? 
Have you led them to see the responsibility they 
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share with you ? Do you pray with them ? Do you 
pray for them ? Did you ask, that you might he 
directed to those best suited to this important office ? 
Do your consciences answer yes to these questions ? 
— Then, take courage ; if no ; — ^then wonder not at 
the results of your own neglect. God has given 
you the means, you have not used them. Oh! 
mothers, mothers, awake ; I see that the regenera- 
tion of the world depends in a great measure on 
your efforts, on your prayers. What are all other 
duties to yours ? Oh ! be women of faith, of prayer, 
of holiness, of love; see that the generations to 
come will from you receive their impress ; look at the 
little immortals you are training as the instruments, 
perhaps of incalculable good, or incalculable evil, to 
the whole human race ; look at them and see in 
those germs the future man — nay, more, sec in them 
the germs of a future immortal — destined to live on 
through illimitable ages — destined to exist when the 
earth shall have been swallowed up in the last flames ; 
look upon them, and wonder that God has entrusted 
such precious jewels to such weak hands ; look on 
them, and think my child's destiny through eternity, 
depends instrumentally on me ; oh ! look, and fall 
down with adoring gratitude and praise at his feet, 
who says, " I will help thee." I have shewn thee 
the weight of thy burden that thou mightest not 
rest till thou hadst laid it on me. " I will strengthen 
the weak and support the feeble knees," and at 
length thou shalt stand the conflict over, and the 
trial past, with these immortal spirits before my 
throne, washed and made white in the blood of the 
jLiamb. 

" A Gift for Mothers.** 
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HUMILITY. 



It is one of the most distinguishing and lovely 
features of Christianity, that it not only inculcates » 
but actually produces and cherishes, the grace of 
true humility. So remote is this Christian grace 
from the spirit of paganism, even in its least excep- 
tionable forms, that the language of the most en- 
lightened nation at the advent of Christ, did not 
supply a word expressive of what we mean by hu- 
mility. It belongs to the Gospel to have made the 
discovery that there is a spirit of self-abasement, 
which, while it is befitting our character as sinners, 
is intimately connected with the highest moral 
dignity. 

There is, however, much that passes current in 
the world for humility, which does not deserve the 
name ; and in respect to this, as of all the other 
graces of the Christian, it is important that we 
should be able to detect its counterfeits. There 
is, for instance, an abject spirit, which is grovel- 
ling in its nature, and finds its appropriate ele- 
ment amidst a corresponding set of objects; whereas, 
true humility lifts the soul from the dust, and brings 
it in contact with some of the most glorious objects 

Vol. Ill, M 
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in the universe. There is also a desponding spirit, 
which lives upon doubts and anxieties, in respect 
to personal religious experience, and turns away 
from the promises as if they were made only for 
those who could appropriate them with absolute 
assurance: this cannot be genuine humility; but 
is the legitimate offspring of imbelief ; because hu- 
mility is always connected with living faith. There 
is, moreover, a timid spirit, which attempts little, 
and therefore accomplishes little, on the ground 
perhaps, that there may be danger of overrating 
one's own powers ; but humility is perfectly con- 
sistent with forming large plans, and entering upon 
the most extensive field of action provided it be from 
Christian motives. 

But there is nothing in which a spirit of false 
humility discovers itself more decisively than in 
speaking more unfavourably of oneself than facts 
will warrant. Expressions of this kind almost uni- 
formly fail in producing their object ; for it requires 
but little discernment to detect the unworthy motive. 
If we attribute to ourselves faults with which we and 
the world know that we are not chargeable, instead 
of being taken as a mark of humility, it will be re- 
garded as an indication of a weak mind, and an un- 
worthy attempt to provoke commendation which we 
do not deserve. 

Another common and very painful exhibition of 
spurious humility, consists in the indiscriminate and 
often somewhat public confessions of professed Chris- 
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tians, in respect to their own coldness and neglect of 
duty, when they manifest no disposition to be more 
active and faithful. These unmeaning confessions are 
often found a most convenient substitute for the per- 
formance of duty; and if we mistake not, many a 
lukewarm Christian has found in them an opiate to 
his conscience, which has lulled him to sleep many 
days. Wherever we see active efforts to forsake sin 
and an earnest desire to rise to a higher tone of 
religious feeling and action, there we may feel as- 
sured is true humility ; but where nothing appears 
but confessions of delinquency, however deep or 
often repeated, we may rely on it, the genuine grace 
is not there. 

True humility is one of the effects of divine grace 
operating upon the heart. It discovers itself in 
heartfelt expressions of abasement before God, and 
in the modesty of om* appearance, conversation, 
and pursuits, before the world. It is an essential 
and prominent part of Christian character ; we have 
so much, and only so -much, of true religion as we 
have of true humility. It is also essential to the 
Christian's comfort. Pride makes the soul restless 
fmd unhappy, but wherever genuine humility appears, 
whatever the external circumstances may be, there 
you may look with confidence for true happiness. 

We may also add, that a spirit of humility will go 
far towards rendering its professor useful. The use- 
fulness of the proud man must be limited, not only 
because his pride will keep him in a narrow sphere. 
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bat because the efforts which he actually makes, 
being prompted by a wrong spirit, will not be likely 
to draw down upon them the blessing of God. 

D. O. B. 



•THE ORPHAN'S CUBSE. 

Thomas Baker, a tradesman of good character, resided 

a few years ago in the small town of in the 

south of Ireland. His family consLsted of a wife and 
six children, all of fair promise and healthful appear- 
ance. His character was good, and his small shop 
enabled him, with the assistance of occasional lodgers, 
to support them with comfort in the humble rank 
which Providence had assigned. 

A poor friendless orphan girl, whom they took 
from a charitable institution in the neighbouring 
city, was their sole domestic. She had become 
their apprentice at the age of nineteen, and for some 
time appeared to give them satisfaction, until her 
mistress fancied that she saw a freedom in Mary's 
manner towards some of her lodgers, and charged 
her on no pretence to enter the apartments belonging 
exclusively to them. This was a command more 
easily issued than obeyed ; as being the only servant 
she had to attend on them in some degree ; and soon 
after, unfortunately, her mistress met her coming out 
of one of their rooms. Exasperated at having her 
commands disregarded, Mrs Baker ran down stairs 
and told her husband that they must immediately part 
with Mary, as she had no doubt of her being a very 
badly-conducted creature, whom she could not, and 
would not, allow to remain longer in her house. But 
how to get rid of the poor orphan was the question. 
* This narrative lias been authenticated to the Editor. 
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She was friendless, and how could they cast her, 
without a character, on the world ? Happy would it 
have heen had they then apphed in faith and prayer, 
to Him, who is emphatically called "Counsellor," 
for assistance and direction. But they thought not 
of, they sought not for. His guidance. They acted 
from the dictates of that worldly wisdom which every 
day's experience, as well as God's own word, declares 
to be foolishness, and they resolved to take poor 
Mary back to the Institution from whence they had 
originally procured her, alleging as a reason for so 
doing, that she was a girl they could no longer har- 
bour in their house. 

The master of the estabhshment replied, "By your 
own account the girl is unfit to be received here. 
This is an asylum for the virtuous only, and should a 
person of her character get admittance, beside the 
danger of our young people being polluted by her 
conversation, we should find it nearly impossible to 
procure situations for them." Finding the argu- 
ment thus against him. Baker put an end to it by 
running away, leaving poor Mary standing alone 
with her judges, who again told her that as she had 
forfeited the situation which they had procured for 
her by bad conduct, she must now look to her own 
resources for support. 

Her master, her cruel master, returned to his home, 
and no more was heard of the poor orphan until she 
was met in one of the back streets of that large city, 
by a poor woman named Clark, who had known her 
while a servant in her own neighbourhood. But O 
how changed ! Poorly drest, miserably emaciated, 
scarcely able to support herself, the pale shadow of 
the once blooming girl, she stood there, a lost, heart- 
broken, miserable outcast ! In answer to the ques- 
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tions of her benevolent interrogator^ she replied that 
she was dying without a friend even to procure her 
admission to an hospital. Mrs. Clark advised her 
going even without recommendation to the hospital, 
and telling her story there, exactly as she had done 
to her. She did so to a benevolent physician, who 
kindly admitted her, and had she made him her 
friend by confiding to him her entire history, she 
might have been saved from ruin. But she neglected 
to do so, and on her recovery, she was accordingly 
discharged the Institution. In a few months she was 
again met by Mrs. Clark, who remarked how very 
ill she looked, and added, "I fear you have gone 
back to your old courses." "Yes, I have," was her 
fearful reply : " What could I do ? obliged to quit 
the hospital, without a home, without a friend, or a 
shilling, there was nothing for me to turn to but my 
old course of iniquity." "Well," said Mrs. Clark, 
"apply once more at the hospital, and when re- 
stored to health, come to my house, where you can 
remain until you have strength to go again to service. 
In the mean time I will look for a place for you." 
"No — no;" she answered, "you have your own 
daughters to look to, and I will never bring my 
shame to them. But my present course will be a 
short one, you will soon hear of my dead body being 
found. But before I die I will leave my heavy curse 
upon the Bakers, who cast me on the streets, without 
house, home, or character, without relation or friend 
to look to for assistance. They liked me right well 
as a servant until the time drew near when I was to 
get some trifling remuneration for my five years* 
service, and then they became exceedingly unkind. 
Often was I stinted of food in their house, which the 
lodgers knew, and used to give it to me, and in re- 
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turn I was civil and obli^ng to them. But no more. 
As God is my witness, the day they turned me out 
of their house, I was as free from actual guilt as 
their youngest child, then a baby. And the day my 
mistress found me coming out of the lodger's room, 
I had been only in it for the purpose of talking shoes, 
which he asked me to get cleaned. But it will all 
soon end as far as I am concerned : yet they shall 
have my curse upon them before I go." Mrs. Clark, 
though a kind, was unfortunately a most ignorant, 
or, what the poor Irish term, an innocent woman ; 
and quite uninfluenced by religion herself, she could 
not impart either its threats or promises to another, 
and unacquainted with the truth she could offer few 
arguments against the wretched girl's desperate 
purpose, and such arguments were only met by the 
former answer, "I will leave them my curse, and you 
will soon hear of my body being found." And found 
it was, a few days afterwards, cold and dead, with 
the arms wound round a post, over which, when full 
the tide flowed, and to which she must have clung, 
with the Arm resolution of destroying herself. But 
to return to the Bakers. It has been remarked 
that they were a particularly healthful-looking 
family — ^but from the moment of Mary's untimely 
end — from that hour, they drooped and fell away. 
First, the woman, who had accused the helpless 
orphan, and driven her from the shelter which Pro- 
vidence assigned her, sickened and died. Almost 
immediately, she was followed to the grave by a 
very flne child; and in less than six months, the 
father, grown-up daughters, and only son, were 
hurried to the tomb with a rapidity sufficient to 
make the most thoughtless tremble. — ^In vain were 
the most celebrated physicians consulted ; in vain 
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was change of air, and journeys by land and 8ea« 
tried; their cases were found hopeless and beyond 
the reach of human means. Within less than four 
years the parents, and five of their children were 
consigned to the same grave — ^and but one survivor 
of the family remains ! 

The above narrative of facts is given in the hope 
of leading some at least to consider before they 
consign a fellow- creature to perdition on what may 
be (as it was in poor Mary's case) a most un- 
founded suspicion of guilt. They should remember 
that there is a judgment- seat at which the oppressed 
must shortly appear. And that, if not found washed 
in the precious blood which cleanseth from all sin, 
the sentence must be passed, of bind them together 
for ever,, a mutual torment, adding to their other 
sufferings unceasing reproaches for having caused 
each other's final destruction. C. 



FILIAL CLAIMS. 

Who bendeth with meek eye, and bloodless cheek. 
Thus o'er the new-born babe ? — content to take, 
As payment for all agony and pain, 
Its first soft kiss, — ^its first breath on her brow, — 
The first faint pressure of its tiny hand ? 
It is not needful that I spieak the name 
Of tliat one being on this earthy whose love 
Doth never falter. — 

Answer me, young man \ 
Thouy who through chance and change of time has trod 
Thus far,— when some with vengeful wrath hath mark'd 
Thy waywardness, — or in thy time of wo 
Deserted thee,— or with a rainbow smile 
Cheer'd and forsook,— or on thine errors scowled 
With unforgiving memory. Bid she.— 
Thy Mother 1-^ 
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Child ! in whose rejoicing heart 
The cradle scene is fresh — the lulling hymn 
Still clearly echo'd, — when the blight of age 
Withereth that bosom, where thy head doth lay — 
When pain shall paralyse the arm that clasps 
Thy form so tenderly. WUt thou forget 1 
Wilt thou be weary 1 — ^though long years should ask 
Thy patient offices of love, to gird 
A broken mind ? 

Turn back thy book of life 
To its first page. What impress meets thee there ? 
Lines from a mother's penciL When her scroll 
Of time is finished, and the hand of death 
Stamps that strong seal, which none save God may 

break, 
What skoidd its last trace be 7 

Thy bending form. 
In sleepless love, the dying couch beside, 
Thy tender hand upon the closing eye, 
Unshrinking, though cold dews of pain are there, 
Thy kiss upon the lips, thy prayer to heaven, 
The chasten 'd rendering of thy filial trust 
Up to the white-winged angel-ministry. 

L. H. S. 



VISITS TO THE OUTCASTS OF NORWICH. 

EXTRACTS PROM THE JOURNALS OP THE AGENTS. 

( Concluded from page 235.^ 

"In the next room visited by us, we found an in- 
teresting looking young woman, who seemed con- 
scious of the object of our visit. She had not lived 
a year in this sin ; she first entered upon it because 
she had no means of getting a livelihood. She would 
be very glad to be released if she knew how ; she 
wept much, and was very thankful for our visit." 

" Called at a hpuse where we understood that all 
the inmates were women of bad character. The family 
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consisted of a mother and her two daughters, the 
youngest about 15 years of age, and two other 
females. When we entered, the mother was playing 
the piano, and was dressed in silk, with ornaments. 
The younger members of the family were out, but we 
talked to her very faithfully of the awful state in 
which she was living, and of the manner in which 
she was bringing up her daughters. She wept much, 
acknowledged the justice of our remarks, and thanked 
us for our visit." 

" In another house we met six or seven unhappy 
women. We gave each one a tract, and quite con- 
trary to our expectation, they all treated us with 
great civihty. We found amongst the females with- 
out exception, a desire to change their course of 
life." ^ 

" A poor girl of this description called upon me to 
request that I would assist in getting her into the 

Magdalen ; her name is . Two years since she 

was a teacher in one of our Sabbath-schools, to 
which circumstance she referred with painful remem- 
brance, feeling that it increased her guilt. Since the 
death of poor Martha, who was one of her intimate 
companions, she said she has thought more about her 
sinful habits, but was afraid that she had sinned be- 
yond the reach of mercy. She was first induced to 
leave the Sabbath-school by forming an acquaintance 
with an ungodly young man. She remarked, once 
she delighted to meet the minister of the Chi^l 
where she was accustomed to atttend, but now die 
endeavoured to get out of his way whenever she saw 
him. She came to my meeting in the evening, and 
manifested much contrition, and said she felt l^r sins 
to be such a burden that she could not rest day nor 
night." 
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" I met with a young woman to-day whose name 

was , who had been a member of the M 

Society seven years ago, but is now living at a. 
public- house. I said, * Your countenance tells me 
you are not happy.' She replied, * No, sir, I am 
not happy, nor ever shall be ; bat I was happy once 

when I belonged to the M Society. I said, 

' Suppose you were to die now, would heaven 
be your portion?' She repUed, with tears in her 
eyes, ' O no, sir, it would be hell for ever and 
ever.' I said, ' By your own confession you are in 
a lost and ruined condition, without any hope for 
another world. You must forsake your sins or you 
will perish; you must come to Jesus Christ the 
sinner's friend, who will pardon your sins and blot 
out all your transgression, for he casts out none that 
come to him.' I gave her a small book called the 
Sinners' Friend, and took my leave. 

" Feeling a good deal of interest about this young 
woman, I called the day after upon her parents to 
request them to take her home to their house, but 
no, they said, they could not take her. I said, ' If 
you cannot do tins, you can get her lodgings close 
by your own house.' This, they refiised. They 
said they were very sorry for their daughter, but 
they could do nothing for her. I said, ' If it were 
a daughter of mine, I would take her away, and 
trust to the Lord as to the result;* bat the only 
answer was, ' No, we can't do it, if you can do any 
thing, sir, to get her away, we shall be very glad.' 
After this interview with her parents I went to the 
young woman and mentioned the Magdalen to her. 
She said, ' Sir, I am willing to go anywhere to get 
away from this place, but ray character is gone, and 
my soul is lost. If I can go to the Magdalen I 
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shall be very glad, as I am living in sin and misery 
in this place.' 

" From circumstwices, in her case, it was not 
consistent with the rules to admit her into the 
Magdalen. 

" At an interview a few days after, she said, * Oh, 
sir, I am lost for ever. My mother will not take me 
in, and they will not take ine at the Magdalen, and I 
can get no employment, as my character is gone ; so 
that I must sin as before, to get a living. I know 
that this will lead me to hell, but I have no means 
of escape. I had quite made up my mind to g^ve up 
my former habits, as no one knows what I have 
suffered for the last seven years ; as to happiness or 
peace, I know not what is is: now, in order to 
drown all our fears, we drink till we are stupid ; but 
I am going to hell, and no one will try to keep me 
from it.* 

" I made use of all the means I could to get her 
parents to take her home, but it was of no avail." 

" Mrs. , the mother of a poor unfortunate 

girl, is in the habit of visiting the houses of ill-fame, 

in , and was the means of introducing her 

daughter, then only 15 years of age, to these scenes 
of profanity and dens of iniquity, where she went 
for two years." 

The above narrative is supplied by the Secretary 
of the Mission, who remarks, " Distressing as these 
statements may be to our feelings, let us remember 
they are facts in existence — scenes ever viewed by a 
Holy God — to whom the darkness and the light are 
both alike, and who has set our sins in the effulgent 
light of his own countenance. Disgusting as they 
may be in our view, they are infinitely more abomin- 
able and displeasing in his sight. May our spirits 
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be Stirred to renewed diligence to carry the gospel to 
every scene of vice, and to tell every forlorn outcast 
of the Friend of sinners — able and willing to save to 
the uttermost ! " 



A SIMPLE MODE OF DOING GOOD. 

There is now in the Probationary House of the 
London Female Mission, a young woman whose 
deep convictions of sin, and desire to quit her evil 
course of life were produced, under the Divine bless- 
ing, by the perusal of a tract sent her by some un- 
known friend, per post. The young woman in ques- 
tion had been religiously educated ; the truth, there- 
fore, thus unexpectedly presented to the eye. met 
a ready response in the conscience, and led to a 
change in the life. 

The new postage act presents admirable facilities 
for this mode of doing good, of which every Chris- 
tian might avail himself. The men of th^ world 
have, with eagerness, employed it to enlarge their 
connexions and business ; ought not the disciple of 
Christ to seek by its means the extension of the 
Saviour's Kingdom ? 



MATERNAL FEARS SUPPRESSED. 

While softly slumbering on its mother's breast, 
The little babe enjoys its tranquil rest ; 
Careless of what may be to-morrow*s fere, 
Devoid of flattering hope, or anxious care ; 
How many thoughts of joy and sorrow find 
Alternate place in the fond parent's mhid ! 
Successive smiles and tears, without disg^se. 
Beam on her cheek and sparkle in her eyes. 
She looks, she loves, and while she loves, she fear» 
What sorrow may attend its future years! 
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What nipping frost, or what destructiye shower 
May urge its force against the tender flower ! 
What storms may beat on its defenseless head, 
When she, perhaps, is numbered with the dead I 
Hence fears arise, — Whence soft emotions roll 
Through all the* impassioned feelings of her soul ! 

But why such anxious thoughts ? — Cast all thy care 
On that dear Lord who hears and answers prayer ! 
Ask him to bless thy babe with saving grace. 
And plead the promise, •* Such shall see his face. " 
How many lambs are gathered with his arm, 
And carry'd in his bosom, safe from harm ! 
*' Ask, and ye shall receive, " so says the Lord : 
Believe him, trust him, take him at his word; 
Leave at his throne thy case, and let the plea. 
That children's children shall his glory see. 
Be urg'd with fiiith ; — the promise is divine. 
And shall be realized to thee and thine : 
It shall be. Why? — because, 'tis not a worm, 
'Tis not frail man, — 'tis Qod that will perform ! 

G. R. 



AN APPEAL. 

•' Thb miserable creatures who infest our streets and 
decoy our youth, must not be abandoned, if we can 
prevent it, to misery in both worlds. It is possible 
to recover some of them out of the snare of the devil : 
it is godlike to attempt it. Many of them are young 
and not yet hardened in vice; ignorant, and not 
aware of the g^t of their conduct, nor of the misery 
to which it leads. Many of them sigh in secret over 
the misery of theur condition, bitterly lament the folly 
that plunged them into it, and look wishfully around 
for a way of escape. But whither shall they fly from 
misery ? they have broken the hearts of their parents, 
and now they are orphans ; or, if their parents still 
live, they have long since been disowned by them. 
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The companions of their better days, disgusted at 
their vices, and trembling for their own characters, 
refuse to hold any intercourse with them. No de- 
cent family will employ them as servants, or admit 
them to lodge under their roof, even for a night. 
Dire necessity ! — they must starve, or steal, or con- 
tinue to spin out a miserable existence on the wages 
of iniquity, tiU the magistrate in mercy puts them into 
solitary confinement, or till disease sends them into 
an hospital, or hurries them into an untimely grave ! 
An asylum, such as this for which we plead, is their 
only refuge from vice and ruin, it presents the only 
prospect for restoring their character, and leading 
them to industry, to sobriety, to virtue, and to happi- 
ness. Do not force us to shut our doors against the 
miserable outcasts ; to reject their suit, when they 
implore us to save them from destruction. How 
shall we say to them, ** We entreated your fellow- 
creatures on your behalf, but they do not pity, they 
will not help you: you have sinned beyond their 
compassion, and it is only permitted us to recommend 
you to the mercy of your offended Grod ! " 

" We trust however, that an institution which is so 
necessary in this dissipated age, and which admits 
suitable objects from all parts of England, will receive 
aid for carrying forward its benevolent plans from the 
friends of religion in every part of the empire : we 
trust that our virtuous country-women in particular, 
will mingle compassion for their sex with detestation 
oi the conduct of those who disgrace it ; that parents 
will make the case their own, and knowing what 
anguish would seize their hearts, were a favourite 
dav^ter to be ensnared, and what efforts they would 
use to snatch the deluded creature from infamy and 
final ruin, that they will not refuse to gladden the 
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hefert of some afflicted parent, whose grey hairs the 
profligacy of a child, tlu-eatens to hring down with 
sorrow to the grave." 



THE VISIT. 

A FBw mornings since I had occasion to call on a 
friend. My business was of such a nature, and of 
such importance, that it had given an impetus to 
family affairs, so that I had unconsciously gained an 
hour. I rose from the family altar, threw on my 
bonnet and cloak, and set out in haste, in pursuit of 
my object. I felt that it was early, but I knew that 
I should not be met with the cold and repulsive in- 
diflerence of not at home; or the mistress of the 
house engaged, I knew the spirit of my friend was 
more in unison with that of an American gentleman, 
who, while a resident at Paris, was heard to say, 
that he always considered a rap at his door as a call 
from Providence. 

As I approached the threshold of my friend's 
mansion, I thought I heard music. I knew that the 
master of the house kept a house-organ ; but these 
strains were more like the strains of hearts and 
voices, commingling under the sanctifying and 
elevating influences of a present Deity. I almost 
fancied that it was the music of the upper spheres. 
I gave a gentle tap at the door. It was opened by 
a young woman, whose solemn countenance so im- 
pressed my own feelings, that I v^alked silently into 
an apartment, the door of which she cautiously 
opened for my entrance, without either of us having 
spoken. The master of the house, as I entered, 
poUtely welcomed me, by a silent bow, at the same 
time motioning with his hand that I should take an 
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unoccupied seat. On observing a numerous family 
seated around, I suspected at once, that they had 
just entered upon their family devotions, and that 
the music I had heard was the commencement of a 
morning song of praise. 

I cannot do justice to the scene, or convey my 
own impressions, without transcribing the song 
itself, which this family choir continued to chaunt 
forth. 

" Time is winging us away 

To our eternal home ; 
Life is bat a winter's day, 

A journey to the tomb. 
Youth and vigour soon will flee, 

Blooming beauty lose its charms, 
All that's mortal soon will be 

Enclosed in death's cold arms. 

** Time is winging us away 

To our eternal home; 
life is but a winter's day, 

A journey to the tomb. 
But the Christian shall enjoy, 

Health and beauty, soon above ; 
Far beyoud the world's alloy. 

Secure in Jesus* love." 

The sentiments expressed in this sacred song, re- 
minded me that this was, probably, my farewell call 
to my friends, as they were on the very eve of a 
removal. My heart was sad in view of our antici- 
pated parting. The silent tear stood trembling on 
my cheek ; but it was not till all were prostrated, in 
the act of solemn worship, that my feelings were 
relieved by a flood of tears. As we rose, I uncon- 
sciously exclaimed, If the communion of saints on 
earth is so sweet, " what will it be above }" 

The course which my friends pursued in regard to 
myself, was in strict accordance with the injunction. 
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" Let your light so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works, and glorify your Father in 
heaven." 

One such example as the above, has, in some 
cases, produced a greater effect than an hundred 
sermons. I well remember an instance of this kind. 
Some years since, an old revolutionary officer, totter- 
ing under the accumulated hardships of eighty years, 
had settled down in a state of confirmed infidelity. 
His wife, the partner of his early days, had made 
him the subject of her special prayers for forty years. 
He had regularly attended church, tiU at length he 
heard something in a sermon, from his minister, 
which he thought personal ; and from that time, he 
deserted the house of God. This drove his poor 
wife almost to desperation. One morning she was 
taken suddenly ill. The old man went, in haste, to 
see if the parson's wife would make her a visit — ^for 
he was truly an affectionate husband. The good 
divine was just commencing family prayer. The 
scene so impressed this old veteran, that a few days 
after, he became hopefully a humble believer in 
Jesus. 

O ye ! who are loaded with the bounties of God's 
providence — who fare sumptuously every day ! how 
do you know, when ye refuse admittance at your 
door, but that a Lazarus has come to ask for the 
crumbs which fall from your table .? O ye professed 
disciples of Christ ! How do ye know when He, 
who for your sakes became poor, comes to your 
dwelling in the garb of a humble solicitor, to ask for 
a pittance to rescue sinners from destruction ? Do 
ye measure your responsibility when ye refrise a 
messenger, without at least inquiring the message. 

Such kind of formal intercourse, as is often prac- 
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tised at the present day, seems but ill acU^ted to the 
reapoBsibilities of beings who are living and acting 
for eternity. In the retributions of eternity, how 
will you bear to hear Him say, " I was a stranger 
and ye took me not in, naked and ye clothed me 
not." The customs of fashionable life, are often of a 
dangerous tendency. Splendid establishments — 
co^y furniture — expensive dress, too often engross 
the afiections, and consume that time which, in a 
more humble sphere, is devoted to friendship, to 
charity, and to God. F. M. 



EXPRESSION. 

Brow of beauty ! 'neath thee lie, 
Charms our hearts alone descry, 
Beams that from the Spirit shine, 
Rays that tell of thoughts divine. 
Common gazers may admire, 
Glowing glances, sparks of fire, 
That on the surface love to play, 
Like sunbeams on the ocean's spray : 
But give to me the beam less bright, 
That from the soul hath drawn its light. 
Deep be the fount from whence shall rise. 
Those rays sublime that pierce the skies ; 
And seem, while fixed on worlds above, 
To drink in light, and life, and love ; 
Or, gazing ou that azure sky. 
Are wrapt in briglit expectancy. 
Oh ! mortal love can give its glow. 
Its radiance to the beauteous brow, 
And mortal love can fill the eye 
With beams of light aud extasy : 
But when 'tis lit by love divine, 
'Tls then we see the glory shine ; 
And when its joys from heaven descend, 
Then faith, hope, peace, in radiance blend. 

A. H. I. 
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EDUCATION OF INFANT DAUGHTERS. 
Femalb Education should seek to implant and give 
energy to correct principles to establish the dominion 
of good habits. It should seek to soften and refine 
the affections, to moderate the desires, and reduce to 
dominion the rebeUious passions. The subject of 
this benign discipline is thus rendered more placid, 
cheerful, and happy in herself, and of course more 
disposed to give, as well as more capable of impart- 
ing happiness to those about her. 

Is the present system of female education calcu- 
lated to produce such favourable results? Our 
daughters are becoming more intellectual than their 
mothers ; but are they in other respects more fit for 
the sphere for which Providence has designed them, 
a helpmeet for man ? Thus has our all- wise Creator 
pointed out the station we are to occupy. I rejoice 
in that improved state of education, by which woman 
is prepared for intellectual companionship with the 
gifted of the other sex. Too long was she withheld 
by inferior cultivation, from that rank among minds, 
which was her's by " divine right." But her duties 
are peculiar and appropriate ; and something besides 
the understanding must receive careful culture. The 
affections must be softened and refined. 

Look at the darling of the nursery ; how her 
every whim is gratified ! How she is satiated with 
dainties, how gaily dressed ; how studiously amused ! 
Already is she the tyrant of her little spheres ; her tip 
curls with pride ; her commands are uttered with an 
authoritative tone, that would ill become an admiral. 
When is she to begin to learn submission? How 
can she be taught self-denying kindness ? Emanci- 
pated from the nursery, the half-spoiled pet is sent 
to school. Her mental culture assumes order and 
efficiency. Meantime who cultivates the afltP'*HoT»« ? 
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Who calls forth into activity "the sweet charities 
of life?" Is she constantly encouraged to render 
those offices of kindness to her younger brothers and 
sisters, which elicit tenderness ? Alas ! her time 
is tasked to the utmost ;* she has always lessons to 
commit to memory at home. 

Peevishness and ill-humour are excused, because 
" the poor thing has to study so hard. She is lan- 
guid, and unwilling to make the slightest exertion to 
promote the comfort of those about her. Delicate 
health is pleaded as an apology. The confined air 
of the school-room, and too little exercise, are the 
cause of this feebleness of constitution. Years pass 
on : she is at length released from the drudgery of 
the school-room, but Music, Drawing, French, 
Italian, &c., occupy all her time. Her mother is ill, 
the piano is stopped, because it is an annoyance; 
but where is the daughter ? Watching by that fond 
mother's bedside, with anxious solitude anticipating 
every want ? No ; a hired nurse ministers to her 
necessities. The young lady is in the room occa- 
sionally, but she sits with her book in her hand, or 
looks out of the window. Is this the " minister- 
ing angel, when pain and sickness wring the brow ?" 
Mistaken mother ! — ^your daughter is intelligent and 
accomplished ; she is very inteUectual, but would not 
her sympathy sweetly soothe your sorrow ? Would 
not her assiduous tenderness diffuse a living fra- 
grance around your pillow ? Her affections have not 
been cultivated. She would gladly do something for 
you, but she plainly does not know how. Mothers 
may say that the softening influence of religion will 
efiect all that is necessary, and for this they con- 
stantly labor and pray. Hard and barren indeed 
will be the soil in which the heavenly seed must take 
root. You would not cast out a beautiful exotic to 
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put forth its tender and delicate leaves upon the 
beaten highway. ** The fruits of the Spirit, are 
love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, &c." Mother ! it is your task to prepare tikie 
soil for these precious fruits ? 

The physician who discovers and describes the 
symptoms of a disease, has but half performed his 
office, till he points out the remedy. With much 
diffidence would I suggest the following brief hints 
on the subject of the cultivation of the affections, — 
Begin right. Remember the end and object of 
your daughter's education ; namely, to fit her for 
time, and for eternity. 

Begin early. Your sweet babe is not given for 
the gratification of your own pride. Let her dress 
always be neat and plain ; her diet simple and whole- 
some ; call forth her affections as soon as possible 
by the kind of reward which you offer for good 
behaviour. As soon as a little girl can be taught 
anything, it should be the law of kindness. A 
mother may say, '* Mary has been a good child ; she 
may fold up httle brother's clothes to-night ; " or, 
" If Mary behaves well in the nursery, she may 
come into the parlour and see her father this even- 
ing." Such associations are very powerful. 

Punishments should be of the same kind. The 
deprivation of some customary act of kindness from 
a mother, will often do more good than a much 
severer infliction. Even the denial of the kiss of 
affection is often most keenly felt. It is very inju- 
dicious to deprive a child of cake and sweetmeats, or 
its necessary food, by way of punishment. A 
volume might be written on this part of the subject, 
but I must forbear. 

When your daughter is old enough to show decided 
mental superiority, do not manifest too much pleasure 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE CBILDLBSS. 263 

<m that subfect. When she practises self-denial for 
the good of others, or active benevolence, prove to 
her, by your decided approbation, that you set an 
equal value upon these attainments. That Being 
whose wisdom is infinite, does not characterize him- 
self as a God of knowledge ; but " God is love." 
The most prominent point in our blessed Saviour's 
diaracter on earth was his "doing good." Make 
your daughter feel that all her intellectual acquire- 
ments and her accomplishments are designed to 
increase her power of conferring happiness. 

Be careful that her sensibility is not expended upon 
fictitious subjects. The true feeliugs of the heart 
are often thus fooHshly and wickedly wasted. The 
passive emotions are aU weakened by frequent excite- 
ment. On the contrary, the active emotions are in- 
creased by exercise. Many a bright eye, which has 
wept itself dim over scenes of fictitious sorrow, 
would turn away in disgust from real distress. Act 
efficiently and promptly, and the revolting circum- 
stances which often attend sufiering will be unheeded. 
When yonr daughter is old enough for your com- 
panion and friend, allow her to participate in your 
cares and duties. It is the afiectionate daughter 
and kind sister, who will make the self-denying wife, 
and devoted mother. A woman may be gifted 
with splendid talents ; she may be accomplished 
and beautiful ; she may be even pious iu principle, but 
without affections strong and active, she is like an 
iceberg glittering in the moon-beams ; for none can 
dream of communion with frozen steriHty. 

From the " Educational Magazine." 

THE CHILDLESS. 

Thsbb are those who have had years of married life 
embittered, because it has pleased Providence to 
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withhold from them a family, and who, while they 
hear others complain of the various trials to which 
they are thereby exposed, are ready to think that 
such troubles are not to be compared with their 
own — "so foolish are we, and ignorant I" So apt 
to forget that the all- wise disposer of events, who 
both gives and withholds, in subservience to the 
best interests of his people. The time is at hand 
when those who have wives, and husbands, and 
children, shall be as though they had them not; 
and then, although you may not literally be entitled 
to say, *' here am I, and the children thou hast 
given me ; '* you may, nevertheless, bring up a 
long train to join in the triumph of that day, who 
may own you as their spiritual parents, as the 
honoured instruments of their new birth unto God. 
In such an animating prospect Paul gloried, although 
he had probably neither sons nor daughters, accord- 
ing to the flesh ; and well he might, and well may 
every zealous promoter of the Gospel of Christ re- 
joice, for " whoever converts a sinner from the 
error of his ways, shall shine as the stars in the 
firmament for ever and ever." 

Remember then, my dear reader, that although 
Providence has withheld from you the pleasures and 
the cares of a family, as a Christian you may have 
other pleasures, and should have other cares ; your 
responsibility, although altered in its character, is 
not diminished. Should you see the work of the 
Lord prosper in your hands, happy are you. It is 
evidently His pleasure, that the talents with which 
you are intrusted should be directed into a foreign 
channel. It will be well if you are enabled to co- 
operate with his wise designs. " He will give you 
a name better than that of sons and daughters." 

Ta7LOR. 
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« MY DAYS ARE AS AN HAND'S BREADTH." 

A TRUTH I very folly acknowledge ; yet to how little 
practical effect do I consider it ! How seldom as 
applied to my own self, does its remembrance come 
home with realizing power! I cannot stir beyond 
my door but the tolling bell repeats the lesson ; I 
hear it, and T heed it not. An acquaintance drops, 
and I am startled ; a nearer and a dearer friend is 
withdrawn, and now I weep, and reflection busies 
itself in following the departed ; and a voice is heard, 
saying, "Set thine house in order, for thou shalt 
die;" ** Prepare to meet thy God." Conviction fol- 
lows the appeal; for a Httle season the solemn 
change appears to be at hand : " Lord ! comest thou 
to me in this watch?" is the enquiry, which the 
heart, impressed under such warnings, will with 
solicitude put forth. Time passes, and the summons 
comes not; forgetfulness and security succeed: but 
every closing day abridges something of the short 
remaining portion of the sojourn here; and, ere 
another sun arises, "I may go hence and be no 
more seen." The sentence may even now have 
proceeded from on high, *' This night thy soul shall be 
required of thee ; " shall I not therefore ask, ** Then 
Vol. III. N 
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whose shall those things be which I have provided ?" 
Shall they be thine, my Saviour and Redeemer? 
Shall this soul, this spirit, which thou didst go forth 
to purchase at so dear a rate, shall it return to 
Thee ? Where are my thoughts, my affections, my 
desires ? Roving to the very ends of the earth ? Cen- 
tered in some little spot of home endearments, and 
of intellectual joys ? Or, fixed on heaven, on things 
unseen, on the living God, *' the heavenly Jerusalem, 
on an innumerable company of angels, the general 
assembly and church of the first-bom, and God the 
Judge of all, and on the spirits of just men made 
perfect ?" Where are my hopes ? Rest they on my^ 
self ? On the faint prayers which I have breathed ? 
On the poor pitiful performances of a charity but 
scanty in its measure, and cold and tardy in its per- 
formance ? On tears of repentance seldom shed ; 
on deeds of self-denial, in number few ; in spirit, 
little in accord with Him who trod privation's pain- 
ful path? Are these my hopes? Poor perishing 
delusions all ! Or, are they anchored on a firmer 
rock? Ascend they to the Rock of Ages, to Salva- 
tion's Lord ? Do they with trembling yet believing 
faith, lay hold on Christ? Am I in lowliness of 
spirit, come to "Jesus the Mediator of the New 
Covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that 
speaketh better things than that of Abel ?" Lord ! 
if here I make my resting-place I fsEiil not ; therefore 
do thou henceforth take my heart, my life, my 
thoughts into thy keeping ; mould them into conform 
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raity with thy will, and then shall I be safe. Then 
shall I know no fear, for the everlasting arms shall 
be beneath me and shall bear me up ; and, with con- 
fiding trust, my latest breath may testify that ** into 
thy hands," I do in hope, ** commend my spirit," 
because '* Thou hast redeemed me, O Lord, thou 
God of Truth." 

L. H. 



TRIED AND FOUND FAITHFUL. 

" I HAVB no greater joy," writes the beloved dis- 
ciple, ** than to hear that my children walk in truth;" 
and it must afl?brd the friends of the London Female 
Mission great gratification at all times to learn that 
those who have been the objects of its solicitude, 
either in the Probationary House or in the Dis- 
trict Asylums, are conducting themselves well in 
the situations to which they have been introduced. 
The following are some of the communications 
which have been received by the St. Marylebone 
Female Penitentiary Society, relating to the young 
women who have left its asylum : — 

" C , S . 

•* Dear Madam, 

'* At the request of Mary J.'s mother, I have 
promised to write to you. Her parents regret you 
have not received any account of her before this, 
but they concluded that* the gentleman to whom 
Mary brought a letter from Mr. Nasmith would 
have written. Mrs. J. wishes me to say that she 
feels very grateful to you for your kindness to her 
daughter, and that Mary has conducted herself well 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



268 TRIED AND FOUND FAITHFUL. 

since her return home. I am happy also to be able 
to confirm this statement so far as I have had an 
opportunity of judging. She has been in our family 
since Christmas (1838), and we have not witnessed 
the slightest evidence of her former conduct ; I can- 
not speak decidedly of a real change of heart, but 
she appears desirous of attending the house of God, 
and embraces other opportunities for getting good. 

" Mary desires I will return you many thanks for 
the kindness she experienced, and begs you will be 
so good as to present her duty to the Matrons. 

*' Hoping that your exertions, and those of the 
Society with which you are connected, will be 
greatly honoured of God, 

" I remain, &c., M. B." 

To Mrs. Lowe, Treasurer. 



« P , R . 

" Mrs. G. E has great pleasure in informing 

the ladies of the Committee that Mary Ann F 

has been in her service twelve months ; she has con- 
ducted herself with great propriety, and gained the 
confidence and best wishes of the family by her con- 
sistent and general good conduct. 

•'January 30th, 1840." 



" W , Jidy \Zth, 1840. 

** To Mrs. Lowe, 
** Madam, 

'* The kind and Christian treatment that my 

daughter, Janet L , received from you. and the 

other ladies of the Committee, during the time that 
she was under your care, assures me that you will 
still feel an interest in her welfare. I am happy to 
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inform you that she has conducted herself with pro- 
priety ever since she left the Asylum. The in- 
structions that she received while under your care 
seem to have made a salutary impression upon her 
mind, and I sincerely hope it may be lasting. She 
is at present in a situation in a respectable family, 
and they are perfectly satisfied with her. Janet has 
expressed a wish that when her mistress shall give 
her leave of absence, she might be permitted to 
come and see you, and visit the Asylum ; this I can- 
not allow unless it meet your approbation. 

*' I remain, Madam, &c., Alexander L ." 



« S N . 

** Dear Madam, 

"I am happy to say that Ann S has con- 
ducted herself greatly to my satisfaction : she is 
honest, willing, and exceedingly good-tempered, 
and I sincerely hope she will continue with me, as I 
should be much grieved to part with her. She ap- 
pears happy, and I purpose giving her a holiday this 
week to go and see her father, as she is very 
anxious to visit her parents again. 

** I am. Dear Madam, 

" Yours obUged, 

"M. T ." 

To Mrs. Lovoe, 



-, May eth, 1840. 



" Madam, 

** I hope you will pardon me, and not think me 
ungrateful in not sending to you before, but as I 
have been living in a gentleman's family I had no 
time to write to you. I never shall forget your 
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kindness to me, and your deep sincere interest for 
the welfare of both my body and soul. The little book 
you gave me I often read, and think on your words 
when you gave it to me. I have need to bless the 
Lord that ever I came into your Institution, for the 
good seed that was sown in me will never be lost, 
and I hope it will spring up and bring forth fruits 
abundantly. I was very much surprised and grieved 
on hearing of the death of my friend Mr. Nasmith ; 
he was indeed a friend to me. After many years of 
labour for the good of souls he is gone to receive a 
crdwn of glory. 

** And now. Madam, I must inform you that I am 
married to a very respectable man, a Stonemason, 
who has been with his employer nine years : he is a 
very kind husband. Please to give my duty to all 
the ladies. I should take it as a great kindness if 
you would favour me with a few lines. 
" I am, Madam, 

** Your very humble servant, 
" Mary W r 

To Mrs, Lowe. 



THE NATIVITY. 

Tbbice blessed mom ! awake, ye nations, raise 
Your hymns of joy, and aU your songs of praise ; 

Nor idly dweU on meaner themes. 

On earthly subjects, empty schemes ; 
Exalt your thoughts to what exalts the man. 
An in&nt Saviour, and redemption's plan! 

While raptured seraphs strike the' applausive string. 
And in glad anthems hail the new-bom King; 

Ye shepherds, join the heavenly lay, 

Your humblest adoration pay, 
Oh work of wonders ! Love that knows no end ! 
Yon meanest manger holds the Sinner's friend ! 
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Miraclous birth ! conspicuously divine! 
The great descendant from old Jesse's line ! 

How ancient prophecies agree. 

Observe the just accordance — see, 
Minutely now fulfiU'd, they all conspire, 
T'enforce belief, and make the world admire. 

Redemption I glorious news ! serenely bright, 
*Tis heaven's own day-spring pours its sacred lights 

Tls righteousness* eternal Sun, 

In radiance majestic shone ! 
See superstition yields her former sway. 
And clouds of darkness fly the piercing day ! 

Redemption! hear, ye lost apostate race. 
A Saviour's horn to bring celestial grace ! 

My soul, the mighty gift survey — 

And trace the Saviour's painful way ; 
Behold, with wond'ring view yon sacrifice! 
That sinful worms should live, behold, he dies ! 

Oh Death ! thy grasp too weak — behold him rise ! 
The living Saviour soars above the skies — 

Heaven opes its everlasting gate. 

Ten thousand angels round him wait — 
Enthron'd to save, our Jesus reigns above. 
While heav'n resounding sings redeeming love. 

»<IOTA." 



OUR FEMALE SERVANTS. 

Thb premium offered by the London Female Mission, 
for the best Treatise on the Moral Improvement of 
Female Servants, has been awarded; and the Tract 
is now preparing for immediate publication. 

In making this announcement, the Committee 
respectfully invite attention to that important de- 
partment of their labours which has especial reference 
to Female Servants. When we consider the numbers 
— the duties — the dangers — and the defective moral 
and religious training of our domestics, there is 
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everything in their position to awaken our sym- 
pathies, and call forth our exertions in their behalf. 

The London Female Mission, by the publication 
of a monthly Servants' Magazine, and a select series 
of Tracts, written especially for Servants, and by the 
establishment of servants' Homes and Registries, 
both in town and country, is now seeking to improve 
this important part of the working community ; and 
the Committee most earnestly renew their urgent 
appeal to public benovolence for aid to carry out 
still farther these several departments of its great 
design. 

Philanthropists, we appeal to your benevolence. 
It has been ascertained, by inquiry at our various 
Penitentiaries, that three-fourths of their inmates were 
once domestic servants ; and in the returns recently 
made to both Houses of Parliament, it was stated 
that in the year 1839 the crime of larceny by ser- 
vants had increased 20 per cent. It is also a well- 
known fact, that the pedlar, the thief, and the 
seducer, ahke calculate on the ignorance and want 
of principle in domestic servants : we therefore ask 
your help, to enable us to instruct and preserve 
them from the path of the destroyer. 

Parents, we entreat your sympathy. If you had 
a daughter exposed to the peculiar dangers of the fe- 
male servants of London, who are often friendless when 
most needing counsel, and homeless when most re- 
quiring a shelter, would it not rejoice your heart to 
know that christian benevolence had secured for 
your child the immense benefits which you may now 
bestow upon the children of others ? 

Heads of Families, we implore your liberality : all 
that you hold dear — ^your life— your character— your 
property'-your children are, in a great degree, in tho 
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keeping of your domestics ; will you not, therefore, 
assist us in our efforts to make them intelligent, 
faithful, and conscientious ? 

Christians, we beseech you by your principles. 
You believe that all souls are alike— alike in their 
origin, value, and duration ; and equally capable of^ 
being fitted, by Divine grace, for usefulness, for 
holiness, for happiness, and heaven : we entreat you, 
therefore, by the love you bear to immortal souls— by 
the obedience you owe to your Master in heaven— - 
to aid us to effect the conversion of female servants, 
and thus to make them instruments for extending 
the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 



THE CLERGYMAN'S WIDOW. 

There is one class of widows whose peculiar kind 
of change, distress and desolation, is but rarely 
touched upon by those who draw on the sympathies 
of mankind ; and yet of all the tribes of mourners, 
who may say to those who pass by. " Is there any 
sorrow like unto my sorrow?" the widows of the 
clergy are that most afflicted class ; between them 
and other widows there are no few shades of differ- 
ence ; there is a change, a sad change to all, but to 
them most of all. 

The wife of the clergyman, like the clergyman 
himself, holds no fixed place among the various 
grades of society ; if humble, she is not even con- 
versant among the aristocratic branches of society, 
if wise, she is more generally found among the mid- 
dle classes — and if useful, not unfrequently does she 
mix with those accounted poor in the world's eyes — 
if gentle and prudent, she walks among all accep- 
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tably, unflattered by the attentions of the noble, yet 
not ungrateful; and, visiting the poor, is yet un- 
injured by contact with the lowly. The pastor is 
stUl more free, and less affected by caste — to-day the 
guest of nobles: to-morrow, on mountain and moor, 
the visitor of the wind-swept hut, he sits with the 
peasant and the peasant's children — travel, and the 
free wind of heaven have given rehsh to the humble 
food which is timidly yet aflPectionately offered, and, 
if he partakes with the poor man of oaten cake or 
the more bumble potatoe, a sacred blessing on his 
honoured head goes up from the host, and from that 
poor household; and the pastor returns homeward, 
not less a pastor, nor less suited for the work of 
the ministry, nor yet for mingling with the great — 
because, like his heavenly Master, he loved the poor, 
and because the poor " ministered to him of their 
substance." 

Blessed be God ! hundreds of such pastors are 
around and increasing. How honoured the wives 
of such — they live in an atmosphere of blessedness 
— every day they hear the claims of the poor, to the 
relief of which they are enabled by their influential 
position to be auxiliary — ^they hear the voice of 
grateful acknowledgment — their home is trodden by 
tiie feet of numerous wealthy and kindly parishion- 
ers ; — they are familiar with every parochial move- 
ment, and are favoured by the Christian friendship 
and intercourse of surrounding ministers — ^their chil- 
dren grow up amid the kindness and attention of 
many; — should even a trifling ailment visit their 
home, the knock of affectionate inquiry is frequent — 
should any want be manifested, it is often eagerly 
yet delicately supplied. The pastor's wife is happy 
amidst all this din of usefulness, kindliness, and 
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comfort, and if her husband be faithful in the pulpit, 
and from house to house, and if her own heart le- 
sponds to every gospel promise, and rejoices in every 
prospect of souls won from death to life, then indeed 
are her " lines cast in pleasant places " — '* her cup 
runneth over " — and her constant, silent, yet glad- 
some expression is this, — ** Praise the Lord, O my 
80ul, and all that is within me bless his holy name !" 

Thus full and overflowing is the cup of her happi- 
ness — it is even dangerous, like every other pro- 
sperity, in the hazard of decreasing spirituality ; be 
this as it may, the wife of the pastor, is happy, 
honoured, and blessed among women : days dawn 
in usefulness and prayer, and close in gratitude and 
peace ; the sweet incense of holy prayer floats in the 
atmosphere, and penetrates from the parsonage to 
the remote and most lowly of the habitations of the 
flock ; in one blessed volume of adoration the hearts 
of all are made one ; and what heart so happy, 
knowing its own gladness, as is the heart of a 
pastor's wife ? 

But suppose that the process of years had silently 
— fleetly rolled on — and that the desk and the pulpit 
must know its transient possessor no more ; suppose, 
" full of years and honours ; *' the aged man of God, 
like a " ripe shock of com," is to be gathered to 
his predecessors — and that she — ^the loved and faith- 
ful friend of his bosom — witness and softener of his 
trials — is to survive ; or let us suppose a case not 
unfrequent — that in the midst of life's vigor and 
most energetic usefulness, the pastor is summoned to 
give an account of his stewardship — and the woman, 
still young, and expecting aught else than this, is 
suddenly bereaved ; long — ^long does it appear but a 
dream, and tears seem unnecessary, the apparatus of 
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death and the funeral array are but as a dream only ; 
slowly and wearily the vision is invested with sub- 
stantiality — and bitter truth demonstrates that it is 
simple, awful ' matter of fact/ — the voice silent — the 
flock deserted — the house masterless — the kind and 
the true and the faithful departed — her joys clouded 
— her hope withered — her babes orphans — and she 
— a widow. 

A few brief weeks and the glebe-house must be 
resigned — the sunny lawn where the children sported 
— the garden, with its endless pleasures — and the 
flowers which the children had planted, and on 
which the departed had smiled — each thing familiar 
is to be forsaken, and the world is aU before her — 
children partake of her bitterness ; and in their fond 
memories, in aftQr years, revert to the possession 
which for a season was theirs. 

It is sweet to think that a voice from heaven has 
proclaimed — " Leave thy fatherless children to me — 
I will preserve them alive ; and let thy widows trust 
in me," and they that trust in Him he never disap- 
pointed. Still another home must be chosen, and 
other means of existence found ; and many a clergy- 
man's widow has no home — ^no means. 

The widow of a pastor who has lived generously 
and affectionately towards the temporal and spiritual 
wants of men, is, indeed, a desolate object — soon 
does the tide of sympathy ebb, and what remains is 
dried up in the revolving years that pass on, until 
the once loved, honoured, widely known, and greatly 
happy as the pastor's wife, becomes forgotten ; other 
preachers have arisen more gifted — more adapted 
to rising exigences; new plans have obliterated 
the old, new generations arise ; by little and little 
the old stock drops off, and after many years the 
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widow gazes on her husband's church, and wonders 
how strange all things have become ! 

The families of preachers are often the worst at- 
tended to, and while their flocks "have bread to 
spare,'* their own little ones may be hungry. They 
are often engaged in plans so gigantic, in studies so 
profound, in labours so multifarious, and they are 
too apt to forget * what the end may be,' the sick- 
ness and the sorrow, the mourning congregation, 
the platform trodden by other feet, the meeting 
hushed before oth6r , voices, the hearts occupied by 
other messengers of truth ; and the shroud and 
coffin, the portion of their earthly tabernacle, while 
wife and little ones, to use the language of the 
beautiful chaunt of Wolff, ' sit alone and weep.' 

Anon. 



LINES TO A WIFE. 

IN SICKNESS. 

I SAID, I would love thee in want or in wealth, 
Through cloud and through sunshine, in sickness, in health : 
And fear not, my love, when thy spirits are weak, — 
The troth I have plighted I never may break. 

Aye, sickness : — I know it, long day upon day, 

But the sun must come through, and the clouds melt away ; 

Melt away every vapour, and leave upon high, 

Not a spot, not a speck, on the midsummer sky. 

Aye, sickness : — but sickness, it touches the heart 
With a feeling, where how many feelinprs have part ! 
There's a magic in soothing the wearisome hour ; 
Pity rears up the stem, and Hopb looks for the flower. 

The rose smells as sweetly in sunshine and air. 
But the green-house has all our aflection and care ; 
The lark sings as nobly, while soaring above, 
But the bird that we nurse is the bird that we love. 
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I have lov'd thee in sickness, 111 love thee in health ; 
And, If want be our portion, why love be our wealth ; 
Thy comfort in sorrow, thy stay when most weak, 
The troth I have plighted I never will break. 

C. Nbaia. 



DOMESTIC SKETCHES, No. 3. 

A DYING BROTHEK'S COUNSEL TO HIS SISTERS. 

** Now send for H , I want to speak to her while 

my strength lasts." His conversations with her 
were very searching, hut very affectionate. He loved 
this sister very dearly. She was naturally volatile and 
buoyant in her spirits, and this disposition sometimes 
betrayed her into levity. The liveliness of her con- 
versation had often pleased him, but he now thought 
he had encouraged her in some things inconsistent 
with real piety. He was earnest beyond his strength 
in conversing with her. He put very plain and close 
questions : — saying, " I must be answered ; — I must 
speak plainly ; — I am afraid, my beloved sister, you 
do not think enough about rehgion. I do not see 
decided proofs of real conversion in you. I have 
nc^ a sure hope that if you die as you now are, I 

•hall meet you in Heaven. Oh ! H , it is my 

last request — with my dying breath I am entreating 
you to seek the salvation of your soul. Suppose 
you were in my place — in this chair instead of me 
— ^waiting for death day by day — could you meet it 
as I do? Oh! do, my dear sister! do think of 
death while you are in health. If I bad not sought 
Christ before I was brought so low, I should have 
no strength or sense to seek him now. I went to 
Jesas as a poor weak sinner, and found sweet rest. 
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and I am happy now amidst all this suflfering. 
He spoke in an affectionate manner of the subject 
nearest her heart." Your merry peal will soon suc- 
ceed my death knell. Take care that the good 
seed is not choaked by the pleasures of life ! — 

Seek first the kingdom of God. Remember, H 

you liave to die. Oh ! I cannot leave you in peace, 
unless I have a good hope that I shall meet you in 

heaven. H , there is nothing so opposed to 

religion — to the mind of Christ — as levity and tri- 
fling. It will keep you back more than anything. 
Take my solemn warning — I speak from my own 
experience — you will never be a consistent Christian, 
and you will never grow in grace if you indulge 
in habitual trifling conversation. It is not like the 
mind of Christ; your temper is very playful and 
volatile, and Satan may use it as a snare to injure 
your soul. Piety and levity cannot long dwell in the 
same heart. One will destroy the other. * * * * 

You see, dear H , I am very plain and sincere. 

I used to be so shy. But I do not feel afraid of 
speaking my mind now. How little does one care 
about the world and its opinions when death is 
near ; — death takes away all reserve. I care not if 
the whole world were assembled around me — ^I 
would tell them what 1 now think of religion. — I 
should like to see many here that I might tell them 
what the Lord hath done for my soul." 

To another sister he spoke on the study of the 
Bible. " Here," he said, '* I speak in a peculiar 
manner from recent experience, — for the last three 
months — the Bible has been my sole instructor. — 
It has gradually led me on to clear light and real 
experience, till every promise is my own. I have 
read the greater part of it through, several times 
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during my illness; and often on a Sunday, when 
I have spent the day alone, I have read the whole 
of the New Testament, unahle to leave off till 1 had 
grasped all the mind of the Spirit at once. Per- 
haps father has thought I read too few religious 
books. — He has looked anxious at my neglect of 
many he put in my way, — I do not give myself in 
this respect for an example — but I have found little 
benefit from books, sermons, or conversations. The 
Bible, the Bible alone has taught me everything. 
If I read books on religion, however excellent, thp 
thought always haunted me — it is human — it may 
be wrong. I could not rest till I wept to the Bible. 
Here I felt sure that all was divine and infallible; 
and I found such comfort in the simple truth of 
God's word, that I set aside every other book dis- 
satisfied. I may well be earnest, then, in pressing 
you to go to the Bible.** 

He then said, "But you must pray over the 
Bible : — without the teaching of the Spirit it wlQ do 
you no good, you must apply it as you go on to 
yourself, and feel it personally, or you will get no 
benefit, though you stand the whole day over it. 
I have been in the habit of reading the Bible on 
my knees, and I recommend you to do the same. 
It encourages prayer. I have found it very useful 
to turn Scripture into prayer, using the very words. 
There is not a Psalm I have not turned into prayer. 
I have felt so safe in making prayers from the Bible, 
because then I knew I could not err : and let 
prayer always be preceded by self-examination; 
l^y your heart bare before God; indulge not even 
a doubtful feeling ; one secret sin will cloud all.'* 
** Leigh Rickmand^s Domestic Portraiture." 
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PREFACE. 

The completion of our Fourth volume calls for an 
expression of thankfulness, that Hs, whose glory 
we earnestly desire to promote, still gives us favor 
in the sight of the supporters of the London Female 
Mission, and permits our unpretending periodical 
to continue in existence. We desire, also, to 
acknowledge the kindness of our fellow-helpers 
in the work. We hope, in the ensuing year, to 
sec their numher extended, and trust that the 
•'Advocate" will yet increase in interest, circula- 
tion, and usefulness. 
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THE FEMALES' ADVOCATE. 



THE YOUNG WOMEN OF LONDON. 

No. 1.— dress-makers' apprbnticbs. 

It is a somewhat singpilar circumstance, that, not- 
withstanding the great variety of objects embraced 
by the comprehensive philanthropy of this vast me* 
tropolis, scarcely any attention i^ould have been 
paid to a class of persons who possess the most^ 
urgent claims to the commiseration of the Christian 
and humane portion of the community ; — ^we allude 
to the dress- makers' and milliners' apprentices. 
Were their condition better known, we feel assured 
it could not fail to excite a feeling of deep and uni- 
versal s3naQpathy. 

The number of young mh employed in dress- 
making and millinery in London, is much greater 
than the public have any idea of. It is impossible 
to ascertain the number with the exactitude which 
could be desired ; but we have certain data in our 
possession, by means of which we may make a pretty 
close approximation to it. The number of females 
whose names are on their doors as the mistresses of 
dress- making and millinery establishments, is nearly 
one thousand. It is no exaggeration to assume that 
the number of persons who live by these branches 
of business without having their names on the doors, 
is five hundred. This would make, in round figures, 
the entire number of "mistress" dress-makers and 
milliners to be 1,500. The question then occurs— 

Vol. IV. B 
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What may be the average number of young girls 
a mistress employs as apprentices ? In a few of the 
larger establishments the number so employed, is 
from 30 to 40 : in very few establishments is it less 
than six. In order that we may err on the safe side 
if we err at all, we shall suppose the average number 
to be ten. Ten, then, multiplied by fifteen hundred, 
would make the entire number of young creatures bo 
occupied, 15,000. 

And how do these 15,000 young females live ? and 
how are they treated ? A plain unvarnished narra- 
tive shall answer the questions. 

The usual hour at which dress-makers* apprentices 
commence their labours, is seven in the morning, 
and that, at which they dose for the day, is eleven 
at night. One half-hour more elapses before 
they can retire to rest, and in order to be ready to 
resume their needle at seven in the morning, they 
must at least get up by half-past six. The average 
amount of time, therefore, which is allotted for them 
to rest, does not exceed seven hours. This would 
be obviously too little for delicate female frames, 
especially at the critical time of life, at which, by 
far the largest portion of these girls are apprenticed, 
even were their labours light, and of short duration 
during the day. But the very reverse is the painfiil 
fact : they ply the needle without a moment's inters 
mission, save the twenty or thirty minutes allowed 
them for eating their meals, from the time they 
enter the work-room, until they have quitted it for 
the night. Now, surely, it needs no medical genius 
to tell us, that, to poor young delicate creatures 
thus worn out day after day for a succession of 
months, with fourteen or fifteen hours unintermitting 
toit seven hours repose is not only inadequate to 
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meet the requirements of nature, but roast be attended 
with the greatest perils to the constitution. 

But the evil, if merely regarded in a physical 
light, does not end here. In addition to the in- 
jurious effects of these protracted hours of exhaust- 
ing employment on the bodily health and spirits of 
these girls, they are pent up in heated rooms, where 
the luxury of a mouthful of pure fresh air is sel- 
dom enjoyed. Their meals too, which are entirely 
of a coarse description, and altogether unfitted for 
the subdued and delicate appetite of creatures thus 
employed in sedentary labour from mom to night, 
are snatched up with an expedition which deprives 
their food of half its nutritive qualities. As for 
digestion, who could expect that process to go on, 
when the transition from the eating apartment to 
the work-table is contemporaneous with the last 
mouthful they have swallowed? Air and exercise 
are things unknown to them ; and to aggravate the 
physical hardships of their condition, they are, in 
the majority of cases, subjected to insults and to 
irritating language, from those in whose employ- 
ment it is their hard lot to be. 

Such is the usual state of dress-makers' appren- 
tices in what is called " the season," which season, 
usually lasts seven or eight months of the year. 
On urgent occasions, such as a Drawing-room, a 
ball, or other greater display at court, the hardships 
of their case are increased ten-fold. That we may 
not be suspected of over-colouring the picture, or of 
giving an exaggerated account of a state of things 
which is proverbially bad, we shall fortify our posi- 
tions on this point, by a short quotation from an 
article which has recently appeared in a literary 
Journal; which article, we know from a private 
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source, to have proceeded from the pen of a lady 
well acquainted with the subject. 

" The dress-makers/' says that lady, in describing 
a scene which consisted with her own personal 
knowledge, ** are for the most part young, and many 
have not done growing. It is near midnight of the 
second night i)f working, when they should have 
been sleeping, and they are to sit through the whole 
of this night and next day ; making three days and 
two nights of incessant sewing; an occupation 
which cannot be safely pursued for more than a few 
hours at a time. These girls are fed high * — roast 
beef, porter, port wine, are supplied them; the 
rooms are kept light and hot, every stimulus is 
appUed. Three at once drop off their chairs fainting, 
they are plied with strong green tea, and they re- 
sume their work. As often as they are sinking, 
more green tea is given them — their eyes are dim, 
their skin bums, their hands tremble, their voices 
are hysterical — but the ball-dresses are finished ; ' 
and that was the object to be attained. 

What a melancholy picture ! And yet the scene 
so vividly described, is one of every-day occurrence 
in the height of the London season. What consti- 
tution could withstand the effects of such attacks on 
it? Not the most robust frame that ever female 
possessed. The constitutions of but very few, even 
of the stronger sex, could pass through such an 
ordeal uninjured. 

Not less certain, though not so sudden, is the 
injury done to the health of dress-makers' appren- 

* Only on these occasions, when almost superhuman in- 
durance and exertions are expected fh>m them, and when it 
is for the interest of their emj^oyers to << keep them np ta 
the marlc." 
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tices, by their ordinary labours, coupled with the 
confinement, and the treatment, to which they are 
subjected. Their pale countenances, haggard looks, 
and general lifelessness of appearance, attest but too 
conclusively, the existence c^ a something within, 
which is impairing their health, and which, if the 
cause be not removed, will render them sickly and 
feeble for life ; if, indeed, it do not consign them to 
a premature grave. It is, we believe, a well-ascer- 
tained fact, that a greater number of dress-makers 
fall into consumption, and die of that fatal disease, 
than of any other class of persons in the community. 
We have ourselves known young females come 
up from the country, to serve two years* appren- 
ticeship with a London dress- maker, in the view of 
returning to their native place, and then com- 
mencing business for themselves. They have come 
to London with a bloom on their cheeks, a flow of 
animal spirits in their conversation, and a general 
appearance of life about them, which it was a luxury 
to witness, but before four months had elapsed, we 
have seen them so pale, emaciated, dispirited, and^ 
altered in their appearance, that their own rela- 
tions could hardly have recognized them. 
(To be continued.) 



THE FRIENDLESS AND THE DESTITUTE. 

In London there are many thousands of young 
females wholly dependant upon their own labours 
for daily support: their scanty earnings, in the 
majority of instances, are barely sufficient to procure 
the necessaries of life : their resources are contin- 
gent upon the caprice of overlookers and foremen, 
upon fashion, the weather, and what is called " the 

B 2 
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season:" the slightest failare in health* or any of 
the uncertainties of life and business, entirely cut 
off their means of support, and make destitute even 
the few, who, by superior skill and incessant toil, 
were, from their miserable pittance, providing a little 
fund for the time of need. 

The privations of the young female, when thus 
suddenly deprived of the means of support, are most 
distressing : — ^without food, and pressed by the still 
more urgent demands for rent, she too often seeks 
to be relieved from her difficulties by means at va- 
riance with the laws both of Grod and man. 

But fearful and distressing as are the temptations 
and trials that have been thus feebly described, there 
are large numbers of young women, who, by pre- 
vious indulgence and affectionate watchfulness, are 
rendered less able to bear the sudden reverses of 
life ; and who, unacquainted with the dangers of the 
metropolis, fall an easy prey to those who are ever 
on the alert to ensnare, to deceive, and to destroy. 
The London Female Mission, anxious to prevent 
this, have established an Indigent Refuge for young 
females of character. The following are the several 
classes which this Refuge is designed to preserve and 
succour : — 

I. Female Servants, who, by illness or any other unavoid- 
able cause, are suddenly deprived of the means of support, 
and who are unable to pay even the smaU sum for board and 
lodging required at the Servants' Home. 

II. Young Women^ who are engaged in the numerous 
branches of manufacture, and the various departments of 
needle-work ; and who, by slackness of trade or change of 
fashion, are brought to destitution and want 

III. Young Girls ^ who, by the removal or death of friends, 
are placed in an exposed or distressed position in society. 

IV. Young Females^ who, having come from the country 
to search for situations or friends, and failing in their object. 
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liave exhausted their means of support, and are in circum- 
stances of imminent peril. 

The means provided by these Institutions, for 
benefitting these several classes, are the following : — 

Shelter^ which is immediately afforded on application, with 
food ; and which is continued, if the subsequent iuFestigatioi^ 
of character is satisfactory. 

Employment, by which each inmate in a great degree pro- 
vides for her own support. 

A Loan Fund, from which money is advanced, at the dis- 
cretion of the Committee, for the redemption of clothes when 
pawned, or the purchase of others when considered necessary. 

A Registry, for securing suitable situations for such as are 
qualified for servitude. 

Matrons, competent to instruct the inmates in needle, 
laundry, and other household work ; and thus qualify those 
who are not proficient in these duties for service. 

Moral and Religious Training : — Family worship, morn- 
ing and evening — A library of suitable books — Attendance 
upon the house of God, in company with the matrons — and 
such other religious advantages as maybe attainable; the 
great object of the Institution being to promote the religious 
as well as the temporal good of those who may be placed 
beneath its care. 

Since the establishment of the Refuge in 1838, 
209 young females have been admitted; of whom 
138 have been placed in service, and many others, 
by the assistance afforded, have been enabled to 
resume their former avocations. 

The central establishment, 3a. Princes Street, Red 
Lion Square, is at present the only one of the kind ; 
but it is the intention of the Committee of the Lon- 
don Female Mission to open one in each quarter of 
London, so soon as funds are placed at their disposal 
for this purpose. The Committee, therefore, most 
earnestly entreat the liberal support of the Christian 
public, to enable them to carry out this great work. 

The cause must appeal to every heart : the call of 
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the desolate thoogh virtaons female cannot be heard 
yrith. indifference — the piercing cry of distress from 
one so feeble must awaken our warmest and tender- 
est sympathies. 



MY FRUIT TREE. 

WRrTTEN BT DR. WATTS, TO ▲ LADT WHO HAD BERN 
BRRRAYBD OF 8RTRRAL OF HRR CHILDREIT. 

I HAYB a comely fruit-tree in the summer season 
with the branches of it promising plenteous fruit. 
The stem was surrounded with seven or eight little 
shoots of different sizes, that grew up from the root 
at a small distance, and seemed to compose a beauti- 
frd defence and ornament for the mother tree. But 
the gardener who espied their growth, knew their 
danger. He cut down those tender suckers one 
after another, and laid them in the dust. I pitied 
them in my heart, and said, " How pretty were 
these young standards ! How much like the parent ! 
How elegantly clothed with the raiment of summer ! 
and each of them might have grown to a fruitful 
tree. But they stood so near as to endanger the 
stock; they drew away the sap, the heart and 
strength of it, so as to injure the fruit, and darken 
the hopeful prospects of autumn. The pruning knife 
appeared unkind indeed, but the gardener was wise, 
for the tree flourished more sensibly — the fruit 
quickly grew large and fair, and the ingathering at 
last was plenteous and joyful. 

Will you give me leave, Velina, to persuade you 
into this parable ; shall I compare you to this tree in 
the garden of God ? You have had many of these 
young suckers springing up around you, they stood 
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awhile, your sweet ornaments and your joy ; and 
each of them might have grown up to a perfection 
of likeness, and each might have hecome a parent 
tree. But say, did they never draw your heart 
oflf from God? Did you never feel them stealing 
any of those seasons of devotion, or those warm 
affections that were first and supremely due to him 
that made you ? and when they had heen cut off 
successively, and laid one after another in the dust, 
have you not felt your heart running out more 
towards God, and living more perpetually upon him ? 
Are you not now devoting yourself more entirely to 
God every day since the latter was taken away ? 
Are you not aiming at some greater fruitfulness and 
service than in times past ? If so, then repine not 
at the pruning knife, hut adore the conduct of the 
heavenly hushandman, and say, " All his ways are 
wisdom and mercy." 

But I have not done with my parable. 

When the granary was well stored with excellent 
fruit, and before winter came upon the tree, the 
gardener took it up by the roots, and it appeared as 
dead. But his design was not to destroy it utterly, 
for he removed it far away from the spot of earth 
where it stood, and planted it on a hill of richer 
mould, which was sufficient to nourish it with aU its 
attendants. The spring appeared ; the tree budded 
into life again, and all those fair little standards that ^ 
had been cut off broke out of the ground afresh, and 
stood up around it (a sweet young grove) flourishing 
in beauty and immortal vigour. 

You know not where you are, Velina, and that I 
have carried you to the hill of paradise, to the blessed 
hour of the resurrection. What an unknown joy it 
will be, when you have fulfilled all the fruits of 
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righteousness in this lower world, to be transplanted 
to that heavenly mountain ! What a divine rapture 
and surprise of blessedness to see all your little off- 
spring around you that day, springing out of the 
dust at once, making a fairer and brighter appearance 
in that upper garden of Grod, and rejoicing (a sweet 
company) all partakers with you of the same happy 
immortality, sdl fitted to bear heavenly fruit, without 
the need or danger of a pruning knife. Look forward 
by faith to that glorious morning, and admire the 
whole scheme of Providence and grace, give cheerful 
honours beforehand to your almighty and all-wise 
Governor, who, by his unsearchable counsels, has 
filled your best wishes and secured your dear in&nts 
to you for ever, though not just in your own way. 
That blessed hand which made the painful separation 
upon earth, shall join you and your babes together 
in his own heaveidy habitation, never to be divided 
again, though the method may be painful to flesh 
and blood. Fathers shall not hope in vain, nor 
mothers bring forth for trouble. They are the seed 
of the blessed of the Lord, and their offspring with 
them." Isa. xlv. 23. Then shall you say, " Lord, 
here am I ; and the children thou hast given me." 
For he is your Grod, and the God of your seed in an 
everlasting covenant.' Amen. 



WE CANNOT RECEIVE YOU. 
From a Sermon^ on hehcUfofthe London Female Mission, 

BY THE BEV. B. yOUNO. 

^* Within the short space of three days, 25 females 
applied for admission to the Probationary House of 
the London Female Mission, to all of whom the 
Committee were obliged to say, 'We cannot re- 
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ceive you.* What ! are they then to return to their 
haunts of vice and misery ? thus to be repulsed in 
their attempts to escape from ruin ? We cannot re- 
ceive you! Who then will receive them? If they have 
knocked at the door of a Christian Institution, and 
have been refused admittance, though they asked 
for it with tears of penitence in their eyes, and in 
the name of the sinner's Friend, what door will open 
to take them in ? We cannot receive you ! ' Tell 
it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of 
Askelon,* that in the metropolis of the Christian 
world, where truth has triumphed and martyrs have 
bled, in three days 25 females applied to a number 
of Christian ladies and gentlemen, to interpose their 
aid to save them from wretchedness and hell, and 
were refused that aid. We cannot receive you! 
Indeed it was true ; and no person's feelings can be 
more deeply affected with the rejection of those 
females, than were the feelings of the Committee of 
the London Female Mission, in being necessitated, 
by their exhausted funds, to deny the assistance and 
protection sought for. The Committee bring the 
case of these 25 hapless females before you to- 
night; and will you, as a Christian congregation, 
refuse to replenish their funds, and thus practically 
say to so many imploring outcasts, 'We cannot 
receive you ? * What ! must they then be aban- 
doned to ruin, descend into the pit, and bitterly ex- 
claim, as it closes upon them, ' No man cared for 
our souls ?' Remember, you must meet them at 
the bar of God ; and if you refuse them help, and 
they should in consequence be lost, how will you 
encounter their penetrating and upbraiding glance, 
as they turn from the judgment-seat to meet their 
awfol doom? Will you rather save money, than 
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immortal souls ? Your money perish with you ; for 
if this be your feeling, it is easy to perceive that you 
are ' in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of 
iniquity/ A piercing cry for assistance has this 
evening reached you ; and ' if you forbear to de- 
liver them that are drawn unto death, and those that 
are ready to be slain ; if you say. Behold, we knew 
it not ; doth not He that pondereth the heart con- 
sider it f and He that keepeth the soul, doth He not 
know it? and shall not He render to every man 
according to his works?* " 



THE FORLORN OUTCAST. 

Oh! do not break that bmised reed 

Whose head bo lowly bends ; — 
Her very inmost heart hath need 

Of comfort now, — and friends. 
Say not ''she's worthless! " who can tell 

The misery of that hour 
When " let alone" by God— she fell 

Into temptation's power ? — 
Perhaps had oil been kindly poor'd 

Into the festering wound. 
Her eye, now bent on earth had soar'd 

To brighter worlds around ! 
Drive not the *• fallen" from your door, 

Though you the crime condemn, 
Say, ** sister, go, and sin no more ! " 

Whom do you follow then? 
For sure I am one kindly word 

Spoken to deep distress; 
Will win a blessing from our Gk>d, 

And make dark sorrow less. 
Whilst words of anger or reproof. 

Can neither soothe nor save ; 
And driven from each friendly roof, 

Her only rest's the Grave ! 

Hbnrt EnwAROs. 
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THE FEMALES' ADVOCATE. 



AN APPEAL ON BEHALF OF INSTITUTIONS 

ESTABLISHED FOR THE BENEFIT OF FEMALE 

SERVANTS. 

By the Bev, T. Wallace, of Petersfield. 

To improve the moral condition of female servants* 
is an object of great importance, but that this great 
design may be accomplished, it is absolutely neces- 
sary that Christians in general should take an interest 
in those societies, which are designed to elevate the 
character of servants, and to promote their welfare. 

It is deeply to be lamented that these societies are 
so few in number, and so limited in their operations. 
They are not reg^ded as they should be, by the 
opulent portion of the community, or by those who 
have servants entrusted to their care, neither are 
they valued as they ought to be, by those who profess 
to be the disciples of Jesus Christ, and who are re- 
quired, by the obligations which are imposed on them 
in the gospel, to communicate moral and religious bless- 
ings to persons sustaining every character, and filling 
every relation of Ufe. These institutions are most 
inadequately supported. They are scarcely known to 
a large majority of the public, and their claims on 
the sympathies and concentrated exertions of British 
Christians have not been advocated, either i^om the 
pulpit, the platform, or the press, to the extent which 

Vol. IV. c 
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their importance demands. What society, for exam- 
ple, is more noble in its design — more important in 
its character — or calculated to be more beneficial in 
its results — than the London Female Mission ? The 
writer is decidedly of opinion that no institution of 
the age, rich as the age is in institutions, is more 
scriptural in its spirit, more wise in its plans, or more 
direct and powerful in its bearings on the condition 
of female servants, than the Female Mission : and 
yet, how limited have been the contributions poured 
into its treasury! and how rarely have specific or 
united prayers been presented on its behidf ! Such 
a Society must not be neglected by those who are 
anxious for the purity and elevation of the female 
character. Such a Society must not be disregarded 
by those who profess to imitate the good Shepherd, 
who cares not only for the sheep in the fold, but 
seeks to recover the wanderers and the lost. 

This instittition, above all others, is calculated to 
meliorate the condition, the moral and religious con- 
dition, of our female domestics : it seeks, by its pub- 
lications, to exhibit to them what is the great beauty 
of their character — to warn them of the perils by 
which they are surrounded — to teach them the duties 
which they are required to discharge — ^to unfold to 
them the obligations which are resting on them — to 
present before them the advantages arising out of a 
course of modest, amiable, virtuous, and holy, con- 
duct, and by its houses of mercy it affords to them 
a safe shelter when most exposed to temptation and 
danger. 

Philanthropists, then, and Christian brethren, in 
every portion of this highly- privileged empire, let 
not such a Society be crippled in its efforts, by the 
want of pecuniary support ! Let it not languish. 
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from a deficiency of sympathy and cooperation ! Let 
it not fail of its ends, because you do not pray, and 
pray earnestly, for its usefulness and efficiency ! Re- 
member that " the day is far spent" — that " the 
night is at hand :" You can only contribute to the 
cause of benevolence a little longer ! you can only 
make exertions to benefit and bless your fellow-crea- 
tures, a little longer ! you can only aim at the accom- 
pHshment of the purposes of divine wisdom, love, 
and mercy, a little longer ! you can only labor with 
the people of God, the friends of humanity, to re- 
claim the degraded and the vile from their career of 
misery and sin, a little longer ! Wherefore, then, 
do you delay ? The period is hastening when every 
professing Christian — every person who has domes- 
tics entrusted to her care, will have to stand before 
the judgment-seat of Christ. To what a searching 
scrutiny will every master and mistress be then ex- 
posed ! How fearful an ordeal will all who have 
held positions of social responsibility have then to 
pass, and how tremendously awful the case of those 
who, in reply to the enquiry of the Judge, will be 
compelled to acknowledge that they have done nothing 
for the benefit of their fellow- creatures — nothing to 
relieve the poor — nothing to instruct the ignorant — 
nothing to reclaim the wanderer — nothing to elevate 
and purify the character of those who were occupying 
the humble, yet most important, stations, in connec- 
tion with domestic life! They formed bad habits, 
but we were not soUcitous to see them corrected. 
They mingled with vicious society, we did not exert 
ourselves that a taste for what is pure, virtuous, and 
Christian, might be inspired. They exercised a most 
powerful influence over children, and especially at 
the most interesting, and critical period of life, but 
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we did not make any effort that this influence might 
be for good and not for evil. We connected our- 
selves with no society which sought their improve- 
ment. We presented no prayers for the purity and 
transformation of their character, we employed no 
means which might bear on their spiritual welfare." 
What statements for any to make on the last great 
day ! What solemn confessions for masters and 
mistresses possessing property, exercising influence* 
and, above all, professing the Christian religion, to 
utter, in the presence of the Sovereign of the 
Universe ! Where is the parent — ^the employer — 
the mistress — the religious professor — the member of 
a Christian church — who should not instinctively 
shudder, at the slightest possibility of being placed 
in so awful a position ! Arise, then, to the fulfilment 
of your high and solemn duties ! and what you do, 
do quickly. 



"SATAN'S CAST- A WAYS." 

Sous ladies called on Lady Huntingdon one Monday 
Mommg, having heard Mr. Whitfield preach the 
Evening before. Lady Huntingdon enquired how 
they liked him ? " Oh," replied they, " of all the 
preachers we ever heard, he is the most strange 
and unaccountable; among other preposterous things 
he declared that Jesus Christ was so wiUing to 
receive sinners, that he did not object to receive 
even the Devil's casUaways! Now, my lady, did 
you ever hear of such a thing before ?" Her lady- 
ship readily acknowledged there was something a 
little singular in the invitation, but as Mr. Whitfield 
was at the. time in the house, it was proposed to 
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appeal to him, to know if he really said so. He 
pleaded guilty to the charge, and related the follow^ 
ing circumstances : " Did your ladyship notice,*' he 
asked, "ahout half an hour ago a very modest 
single rap at the door? It was given by a poor 
miserable looking aged female, who requested to 
speak with me." " I believe, sir," she said, " you 
preached last evening at such a chapel ?'* " Yes I 
did." " Ah sir, I was accidentally passing the door 
of that chapel, and hearing the voice of some one 
preaching, I did what I have never been in the habit 
of doing, I went in ; and one of the first things I 
heard you say was, that Jesus Christ was so willing 
to receive sinners that he did not object to receiving 
the devil's cast-aways. Now sir, I have been on the 
town for many years, and am so worn out in his ser^ 
vice, that I think I may with truth be called one of 
the devil's castaways. Do you think sir, that Jesus 
Christ would receive me?" " I assured her," said 
Mr. Whitfield, "there was no doubt of it, if she 
wete wiUing to come to him." From the sequel, it 
appeared this was the case, for this poor woman 
bore satisfactory testimony that though her sins 
had been of crimson hue, the atoning blood of 
Christ had washed them white as snow. 

From the ** Life and Times of Lady Huntingdon,** 



THE YOUNG WOMEN OF LONDON. 

No. 1. — D&BSS-MAKERS' AFPRBNTIOBS. 

(Continued from page 6,) 

But the injury done to their health, is not the 
only evil which results from the deplorable situation 

c2 
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of dress-makers' apprentices. Anxiety to escape 
from their bondage, disposes them to seize with 
eagerness on any offer of marriage which may be 
made to them, without bestowing much considera- 
tion on the difiposition of the party, or his character 
or circumstances. Hence, innumerable unhappy 
marriages are the result. 

Nor is this all. The unhappy condition of young 
dress-makers renders them an easy prey to the 
evil designs of the profligate of the othar sex. 
An idle protestation of loye, mendaciously made, 
is readily beliered by them, and an inimediate devi- 
ation from the paths of virtue follows. By-and-by 
this first and solitary aberration from the path of 
innocence, is succeeded by an entire abandonment 
to a guilty course of life, as a means of obtaining 
a livelihood. Those who have devoted much at- 
tention to the subject, assure us, that the number 
of dress-makers' apprentices to be found among the 
wretched creatures, who walk the streets, is very 
great. 

Most of the young females, especially in the West 
End, have been brought up in circumstances of 
comparative comfort, and have received a fair, if 
not a finished education; but their parents being 
either dead, or not in a condition to provide for 
them any longer, they have been placed under the 
necessity of doing something for their own support, 
and hence, as the most likely means of earning a 
subsistence, have made up their minds to acquire 
a knowledge of dress-making. It need not be 
added, that, having been thus brought up in easy 
circumstances, and receiving the advantages of a 
respectable education — ^they are thereby rendered 
peculiarly sensitive to the hardships of their lot.^ 
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Their delicate frames s.u£rer greatly, and their 
susceptible feelings are keenly wounded where fe«» 
males of more robust constitutions and less culti-* 
vated minds, would neither receive injury or annoy- 
ance. Far preferable to their condition is that of 
the house-maid or the servant of all-work. The 
latter in most instances are not worse off now, than, 
in all probability they were during the whole of 
their lives; while they have usually the advantage 
of comfortable meals, and in all cases the benefit 
of more or less exercise. 

But what perhaps constitutes the greatest aggra- 
vation of the miseries of the poor dress-maker's 
i^prentice, is the fact of her pitiable condition being 
unpitied. The mistress, for whom she toils day and 
night, has no commiseration to expend on her, but, 
on the contrary, as before remarked, deepens the 
distress consequent on her monotonous, and irksome 
labours, by the tyranical conduct she practises to- 
wards her apprentice. Nor has the poor creature 
the most slender share in the sympathies of those, 
for the adornment of whose persons she exercises 
her taste, and wastes her energies. They think oi 
the dresses which she is engaged in making for 
them, but have not a thought to bestow upon her. 
Ah ! little does the high-bom and high-bred beauty, 
who is to figure in the ball or at a drawing room — 
little does she think, while exulting in the anticipated 
conquests she will make, or the impression she will 
produce, of the jaded condition, the almost broken 
hearts of the poor delicate creatures, who at that 
moment, are not only wasting their strength, but it 
may be their lives in the preparation of the dress 
in which she is to appear. It might serve to 
moderate, if it did not altogether extinguish, the 
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vanity of such persons, did they only reflect that the 
costly finery which deck their persons are often 
produced at the expense of the life, as well as of 
the health and happiness of the poor young females 
employed in their preparation. 

We have thus glanced at the unfortunate condi- 
tion of a large and helpless class of our fellow-crea- 
tures; underrating rather than exaggerating the 
wretchedness of their condition. One question natu- 
rally suggests itself. That question is — Ought such 
a state of things to he suffered to exist ? The 
answer of every Christian and humane mind will 
be in the negative. A more legitimate jnatter or 
legislative interposition, it were impossible to imagine. 
British philanthropy, under the tutelary genius of 
Christianity, has snapped asunder the chains, by 
wliich 800,000 of our sable fellow-beings were, for a 
long succession of years, held in bondage to the 
proprietors of our West India possessions ; and the 
same philanthropy has already accomplished some- 
thing, and will ere long accomphsh more, in the way 
of ameliorating the condition of our factory children. 
None can more sincerely rejoice in this than the 
writer of these lines. But let not British sympathy 
be limited to the negroes who inhabit the West India 
Islands or to the suffering children in our factories ; 
while there are so many equally legitimate objects 
of sympathy and of practical humanity in the dress- 
making and millinery establishments of the metro- 
polis. It is true that the poor creatures whose cause 
we are pleading are not goaded to their work by 
the application of the lash, as was too often the case 
with the now emancipated negroes; but not less 
painful to their more sensitive minds must be the 
frowning countenances^ angry accents, insulting 
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words, and general harshness of demeanour, of those 
in whose employment, the force of cu*cumstance8 
compels them to remain. They are young, depend- 
ent, helpless, unprotected : and too often entirely at 
the mercy of their mistresses ; and from the peculi- 
arity of their position are doomed to sigh, and sor- 
row, and suffer, without even the poor consola- 
tion, of having some sympathizing ear into which they 
could whisper their complaints. They are in one 
sense exiles from the world, though living in the very 
centre of this vast metropolis : they are probably in 
the depths of solitude, though in the midst of society. 
They are, too, at that very period of life when the 
mind is most sensitive, and the physical frame most 
susceptible of injury. We know, indeed, of no class 
of persons in the community, whose position is more 
pitiable, or whose claims to the attention and inter- 
position of the philanthropic portion of our society, 
are more numerous or urgent. 

But in what way, it may be asked, can that sym- 
pathy be made available? We know of no more 
effectual way — indeed we know of no other effectual 
way at all — than that of bringing their condition 
under the consideration of Parliament, and peti- 
tioning for its interference on their behalf. The 
legislature has shortened the hours of labor in the 
case of the factory children : let it not refuse its 
protecting hand to the thousands of helpless girls, 
who suffer and sigh in silence, in the dress-making 
and millinery establishments with which the me- 
tropolis abounds. There may, we are aware, be 
some difficulties in the way of effectual legislation 
on this subject; but Parliament must not be 
frightened by these difficulties, they are not in-. 
Buperable ; they are not even formidable. Let them 
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be only fairly looked in the face ; let them only be 
boldly grappled with, and they will at once dis- 
appear. 



THE CABE OF HEATHEN FOR THEIR CHILDREN. 

Whilb walking among distressing evidences of folly 
alnd misery, we often saw scenes like the following : 
A poor man struggled up the back part of the moun- 
tain with a little child on his hip, less than three 
years old, plucking a few green twigs from the 
bushes as he passed. He then went up to a great bell 
suspended in the area, and taking a deer's horn, 
struck it twice or thrice. Then, reverently entering 
the image-house, he prostrated himself, and taught 
his little one to do the same, which it did so readily 
as to make it certain it was not its first attempt. 
He then prayed, with the palms of his hands placed 
together, and raised to his forehead, while the poor 
little babe lisped out the same words. At the conclu- 
sion, he walked up to the idol he had addressed, and 
laid before it, with great solemnity, his offering of 
green leaves, and taking up the babe descended the 
mountain. 

Oh ye parents, who take no pains to teach your 
little ones to adore and trust and serve the eternal 
God, be reproved and abashed ; that poor idolater 
may confront and condemn you at the last awful 
day! 
From the Rev, H, MalcomVt Travels in South Eastern Asia* 



IMPORTANT ENQUIRIES. 
Sib, 

As your journal is a very practical one, I take the 
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liberty of asking a few questions of a practical nature, 
in the hope, that I may either be furnished with 
answers through the medium of your Magazine, or 
that Christian people may take them to heart, each 
to answer them to her own conscience. 

How is it, that a shower of rain, or severe weather, 
is deemed a sufficient reason for absenting oneself 
from the house of God ? while neither the one or the 
other, prevent us from punctually accepting the hos- 
pitality of our friends ? 

How is it, that a mother can go to a dinner party, 
and remain there from six o'clock tiU eleven, having 
authorised her nurse, if the baby is troublesome, to 
give it a drink by some artificial means, while she 
cannot, or will not, authorise the use of the same 
means to enable her to remain, if need-be, (and it is 
of rare occurrence,) from twelve o'clock till four in 
the house of God, on the Sabbath, waiting upon 
divine ordinances ? 

How is it, that when our means become straitened, 
through any unforeseen circumstcmces, we are not 
prone to say, " I will get an article of dress less, 
this year, than last ; or, I will dismount the artificial 
flowers, or other needless adorning, to meet the 
exigency of the case ;" but resolve, instead, to reduce 
our subscription to this, or that, religious or chari- 
table object ? 

In the last inquiry. Sir, you may perhaps be sur- 
prised, that I should speak of Christians dismounting 
artificial flowers. This is an age when the maxim of 
Christian people appears to be — alas ! that it should 
be so : How near can I go to the fire without being 
consumed by the flame ? How near can I adopt the 
world's practice in my dress — in my living, and in 
my conversation, without losing my character, while 
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the inquiry should rather be, how far may I depart 
from the practice of the world, without the appear- 
ance of excessive singularity ! How can I maintain 
"a conscience void of offence towards God and 
towards man?" 

It is painful to observe, any, who are not manifestly 
in the gall of bitterness, and under the bond of 
iniquity, who by their dress — their mode of living, 
and their conversation — bring reproach on the holy 
name of their master — ^Jesus. 

I may trouble you with some other questions at a 
future day, and am. Sir, in the mean time, yours 
faithfully, 

X. Y. Z. 



THE VICTIM. 

[The following lines are part of an authentic copy of verses 
faund on an Altar at Glasgow, written by a young female 
of superior accomplishments, who died tiiere the rictim of 
wretchedness.] 

When pamper'd, starved, abandoned, or in drink, 

My thoughts were rack*d, in striving not to think. 

Nor could rejected conscience claim the power, 

T*improve the respite of one serious hour ; 

I durst not look, to what I was before, 

My soul shrunk back and wished to be no more, 

Till the full course of vice and sin gone through, 

My shattered fabric fail'd at twenty-two, 

Then death with every horror in his train, 

Here closed the scene of nought but guilt and pain ; 

Ye fair associates of my opening bloom, 

Oh come, and weep, and profit at my tomb, 

Then shun the paths where gay delusions shine. 

Be yours the lesson — sad experience mine. 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



THE FEMALES' ADVOCATE. 



THE YOUNG WOMEN OF LONDON. 

No. 2. — BOOK-FOLDERS, &C. &C. 

In oar last article we confined ourselves to Dress- 
makers' Apprentices. Oar present observations are 
intended to apply to those yoang females in the 
metropolis who are employed in various ways in 
earning a livelihood by the labour of their hands, 
without being engaged in the capacity of servants. 

A goodly number of young females are employed 
in the larger book-binding establishments in Lon- 
don. The number varies with the seasons and the 
briskness or otherwise of the business. Perhaps 
the average number so employed may be about 
2,500. The Messrs. Westley alone give constant 
employment to upwards of 150; while sometimes 
their number exceeds 200. The ages of these 
females also vary. Some of them are only in their 
seventeenth year, while others have entered the 
shady side of forty. The wages they receive are 
regulated, in some cases, by the amount of work 
they perform, and in others by their ascertained 
capabUities as workwomen. None of them receive 
less than ten shillings weekly, while some of the 
first-rate hands earn from a guinea to twenty-four 
shillings. Their occupations chiefly consist in fold- 
ing, sewing, and otherwise forwarding, as the tech- 
nical term is, the books which are undergoing the 
process of binding. 

Vol. IV. D 
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Some of the young females thus employed in the 
book-bindmg establishments of the metropolis go 
home to dinner ; but in most instances they dine in 
the workshop, — if a small supply of bread and cheese, 
with, it may be, a morsel of cold meat or sandwich, 
may be dignified with the name of dinner. In 
almost every instance, these girls take their break- 
fasts before quitting home in the morning, and they 
postpone the hour of taking tea until their return 
in the evening. On ordinary occasions, their hour 
of leaving work is seven ; it is only when the 
business is brisk, and the time for executing parti- 
cular orders limited, that they protract their labours 
beyond that hour. 

It must have excited the surprise of all who have 
been in those book-binding establishments in Lon- 
don, in which a number of young females are em- 
ployed, that those of them whose weekly earnings 
do not exceed twelve or fourteen shillings, can afilbrd 
to dress smartly. We have heard surmises which 
have been made as to the conduct of many of their 
' number, after they had quitted their occupations for 
the day, which, if well grounded, would lead to the 
conclusion that they form improper connexions with 
persons of the other sex, and by that means obtain 
the funds wherewith they procure the fine dresses 
in which they often appear. There may be, and 
there doubtless is, a greater or less number of 
instances of this description; but the statements 
which have been made to us as to the comparative 
numbers who come under this condemnation, are» 
we are persuaded, greatly exaggerated. In the case 
of those in the employ of the Messrs. Westley, we 
have reason to believe, that the charge or rather 
insinuation can scarcely be said to have an applica« 
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tion. They are exceedingly careful as to the cha- 
racters of the females they employ, and from the 
arrangements they have mside, a perseverance in an 
improper course could not long escape detection. 
We may mention as an illustration of the scrupulous 
care the Messrs. Westley exercise in reference to 
the character and conduct of the females in their 
extensive establishment, that a single act of levity, 
or even a look indicative of a light disposition, is 
sure to be followed by the dismissal of the party. 
In the generality of book-binding establishments, 
the same scrupidous regard for tiie good conduct 
of young femsJes is not, we are aware, to be met 
with ; and consequently as respects them, there may 
be considerable truth in the theory to which we have 
formerly alluded. We shall be gratified, if the cir- 
cumstance of our having called attention to the 
salutary regulations which exist in the establishment 
of the Messrs. Westley, in reference to the conduct 
of the young females in their employ, should not 
only be adopted by other book-binding houses, but 
be introduced into every other establishment in the 
metropoHs, where numbers of unmarried females are 
employed. Not only would the result be highly 
beneficial to the young women themselves, but 
society and pubUc morals would be great gainers 
by it. 

But we may be told that on the hypothesis of the 
young females leading strictly virtuous lives, after 
they have quitted their employment for the day, we 
have not accounted for the handsome manner ia 
which many of them dress, who only receive from 
ten to twelve shillings a-week. To us it appears 
that in most cases it may be accounted for, horn the 
circumstance of their living with their parents or 
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near relations, who lodge and board them gratm- 
toasly, or for a mere trifle ; and thus enable them to 
expend nearly all their earnings on dress. In other 
instances, where the parents of the girls are not in 
a condition to afford them this assistance, they sub- 
mit to almost incredible privations in the way of 
meals, in order that they may be able to indulge 
their passion for dress. Many of them scarcely 
ever partake of any other food than a cup of tea and 
a slice of bread, morning and evening ; and a crust 
of bread and a morsel of cheese in the middle of the 
day. 

Hitherto we have confined our observations and 
statistics, to the young women employed in the book- 
binding establishments of the metropolis. Let us 
now make a few remarks relative to young females 
employed in other branches of business. A large 
number are employed in making stocks. Those 
unacquainted with the statistics of this business can 
have no idea of the extent to which it is carried on 
in London. We have not been able to procure in- 
formation on which we can rely, as to the entire 
number of females who live by making stocks in the 
metropolis ; neither have we any data by which we 
might form a probable conjecture on the subject. 
But that the number so employed, must be very 
large, may be inferred from the fact, that the rapidly- 
rising house of Mr. Alexander Grant and Brothers, 
of Clement's Court, Cheapside, alone, employs no 
fewer than from 400 to 500 young women, in the 
making of this one article. Their weekly earnings, 
as they work by the piece, vary from eight to 
eighteen shillings. The above number of young 
women are employed direct by the Messrs. Grant, 
and get their materials from their warehouse ; but 
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several of those so employed, after taking the mate- 
rials to their respective homes, " sub-engage," if 
that be a proper phrase, a number of girls, and pay 
them so much for their labour. Of course, as the 
females who are engaged by the stock-merchant, 
must have their profit on the work done by the girls 
whom they employ in their time, the earnings of the 
young women who receive their employment at 
second-hand, instead of going direct and at once to 
the warehouse, must necessarily be very small. 
Their earnings are in many cases as low as five shil- 
lings per week ; in no instance do they exceed half- 
a-guinea. 

Another branch of business, in which a great num- 
ber of young women are employed, is that of making 
shirt-collars. The work, as in the case of stock- 
making, is given " out of the house," as the technical 
"phrase is ; but the remuneration is not so great. 
Perhaps the average weekly earnings do not exceed 
eight shillings. Mr. Hickling, of Noble Street, and 
Mr. Hellaby, of Gutter Lane, are the two most 
extensive dealers in shirt- collars. What the num- 
ber of hands is which either or both of these houses 
employ, I have not been able to ascertain ; but 
1 have reason to believe that the number of females 
employed by this branch of trade generally, is from 
2,500 to 3,000. 

It will surprise those unacquainted with such 
mattiers, to be informed that shirt-making is a dis- 
tinct business from shirt-collar making, and that the 
two businesses are carried on in most cases by dif^ 
fereht houses. The number of females employed in 
the making of shirts is very considerable. Those 
who are intimately acquainted with the business 
assure me, that at least from 4,000 to 5,000 earn 

d2 
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a livelihood, though in most cases, a very indifferent 
one, by plying the needle at shirt-making. Where 
they are employed on very fine and expensive shirts, 
fair wages are obtained, but as the number of fine 
and expensive shirts is greatly disproportioned to 
that of coarse and cheap ones, the same dispropor- 
tion exists between those who receive a fair reward 
for their labour, and those whose wages scarcely 
deserve the name of remuneration. Will it be be- 
lieved, that there are several houses in London which 
only give four shillings and six-pence for making a 
dozen of shirts, which is at the rate of four-pence 
half-penny each ! Of course these are what are 
called plain-made shirts. And yet, with all their 
plainness, the best and most industrious hands are 
not able to make more than two per day ; in other 
words, can only earn nine-pence per day, or four 
shiUings and six-pence per week. We leave our 
readers to form the best idea their imaginations can 
enable them, ojf what must be the privations and 
misery, of the poor creatures that are doomed to toil 
from morning to night for these vn'etched wages. 
Of course those only vnll do so, who are either 
unfitted for, or who are unable to procure, more 
profitable employment ; but, alas ! such unfortunate 
creatures are always numerous in London. What 
reduces the price of plain shirt- making in the metro- 
polis so much below that of other needle-work, 
is the circumstance, of the London workers having 
to encounter so much competition from females em- 
ployed in the same branch of trade in the country. 
Immense numbers of shirts are made in Portsea, 
Portsmouth, and several other towns, for the London 
market. If the reader was surprised, when informed 
that shirts are made at the rate of four shillings and 
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six-pence in town* how great must be his astonish- 
ment felt, when we pledge ourselves for the truth of 
the statement, that in the places mentioned, shirts 
are, in some cases, actually made as low as a half- 
a-crown per dozen, or two-pence half-penny each! 
The most extensive metropolitan shirt-makers are 
Messrs. J. B. & W. Newell, of Maiden Lane, and 
Messrs. S. N. Silver and Co., Cornhill. The former 
house usually employs about 1 ,000 hands ; the latter 
house employs about 1,200 females in shirt-making, 
and 400 or 500 in other branches of their business, 
which is of a miscellaneous nature. 

In our next article we shall advert to a few more 
of the leading branches of business, in which our 
young women are employed. 



THE PRODIGAL SON. 

If the father of the prodigal son had said, " My son, 
I would willingly receive thee, but not such as thou 
art ; how shall I admit thee in this state, covered 
with rags, sunk in vicious habits, and thine affections 
alienated from me ? Go first and render thyself 
worthy of my pardon, clothe thyself suitably, re- 
establish thy health, reform thy ways, return then to 
me, and my house will be open to thee." What 
would have become of the prodigal child, had his 
father held to him such language ? Would he not 
have said, ' I am to be clad in suitable apparel, and I 
am in misery ; I am to reform my ways, and I live 
among corrupters ; I am to re-establish my health, 
and my food is the husks which the swine do eat ; 
I am to love my father, and I live under his dis- 
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pleasure ; the stern and indignant expression of his 
countenance, is even before me when I knock at his 
door ; he rejects me ; he will never receive me ; his 
consent, is but a cruel mocking of my distress ; 
there is no hope ; no, I must continue to live as I 
have hitherto done." But what does the father of 
the prodigal child ? He perceives his son when he 
is a long way oflF. He runs to meet him. " Come 
to my arms, enter my house, seat thyself at my 
table ; I will restore to thee all that thou hast lost in 
leaving me; instead of thy rags 'the best robe,' 
royal apparel ; instead of unwholesome food, ' thou 
shalt be satisfied as with marrow and fatness ; ' in- 
stead of my heavy displeasure, my love, with which 
I will so surround, so overwhelm thee, that thou 
cannot refuse me thine." Such are God's dealings 
with man according to the gospel. He does not say 
to him, I will pardon thee to-morrow; I will love 
thee to-morrow, when thou hast done something to 
render thyself worthy of it ; but he says, * I forgive 
thee to-day; I loved thee when thou wast mine 
enemy ; I have expiated all ; I receive thee in grace, 
without delay, vile, covered with thy sins, such as 
thou art, that thou mightest love me, and in loving, 
obey me/ " From the French:* 

Viretrii. 

LTNBS TO THE MEMORY OF DAVID NASMITH. 

TBB VOITNDBR OF THB LONDON FBHALB MISSION. 

(By one of his Sabbath Scholars.) 
If I could borrow Young's poetic fire, 
Could Cowper»8 piety my muse inspire, 
To strains like theirs, I would devote my pen, 
And sing to benefit my fellow-men. 
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With fiction's tale I would not deck my page: 

No earthly splendors would my thoughts engage : 

Nor would I sing of heroes great in war. 

Borne on in pomp in Mar's triumphal car, 

Plauded in shouts by the unthinking crowd, 

Forgetful that their fame is bought with blood ; 

And, that to merit all the proud parade, 

Are matrons widowed, children orphans made. 

rd sing of such, as with desire intense, 

To save lost souls, at every risk dispense 

That word which tells of everlasting peace, 

Whose dictates are, that wars on earth should cease. 

rd sing of those who worldly wealth despise. 

And grandeur's glare is worthless in their eyes. 

Such as would rather soothe the bed of pain. 

And point the sufferer to a Saviour slain. 

Than wield the sceptre of the mightiest king. 

And drink the choicest pleasures power can bring. 

Alas ! how few are subjects of my song ! 

How few are found among the teeming throng. 

Who, in the world, are yet above its love, 

Whose work is here, and their reward above. 

Yet some there are, and some have passed away^ 

Who gained the summit of the narrow way ; 

That journey past, they from their labors rest^ 

Their names be sacred, and their memories blest. 

Just such a man my Sabbath teacher was. 

An honored labourer in Jesus' cause. 

Fidthfnl was he, and I remember yet 

His winning looks ; nor shall I soon forget 

With what affectionate and earnest zeal. 

He wrestled for our soul's eternal weal ; 

And how he pray'd with us that we should flee 

To him who hung on the accursed tree, 

Who once was humbled, though exalted now. 

And in whose presence every knee must bow. 

" Ah, seek him now, my children," he would say, 

'* Wash in his blood, and purge your sins away : 

And when he comes to judge the quick and dead. 

When time shall cease, and earth and heaven are fled. 

Hailing his presence with your songs of joy. 

His praises shall your willing tongues employ, 

Far, far beyond the reach of pain and death. 

And where no plague can cast its withering breath.** 
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'Twas thus he sought to raise our souU to God^ 

And fcoide our footsteps in the heavenly road. 

And when he left awhile his youthful hand, 

To take his sqjoarn in a foreign land, 

It was not in pursuit of earthly gain. 

He fearless hraved the dangers of the nudn ; 

His object was the weal of sinful man, 

His errand to proclaim salvation's plan. 

Columbia, let your crowded cities shew. 

Your lanes and alleys rife with sin and woe. 

How he turned pity to your mournful plight. 

And urged his plans to send you gospel light. 

Thousands shall bless him, through eternal years. 

For that bright hope which banished all their fears. 

And praise the Lord, that stirred up David's mind 

To scorn the world, and cast its glare behind ; 

And, 'mong the thousands, none shall praise him more. 

Than I who many wasted years deplore, 

Till he, returning, still his work pursued. 

And me a loiterer in the vineyard viewed. 

Oh that my words like seraphim's could flow. 

To tell th'amount of gratitude I owe 

The Giver of all Good, for that blest hour 

When words, directed by the Spirit's power, 

Poured from his lips, and, like the piercing dart, 

Entered the core, and won to God my heart. 

He roused me—still to God be all the praise— 

And led me on to tread those wiser ways 

In which God's folk delight ; their wills subdued, 

Their hearts With sympathetic love imbued. 

Oh blessed happy hours of social prayer 

I've spent with him, before the morning air 

Was w&rmed and 'lumined by the cheering sun. 

Or man his busy labors had begun. 

Yet surely God was there, and warmed our hearts. 

And shed Such grace as to the mmd imparts 

That wish intense to tell to others round, 

What peace and joy we've in the Saviour found. 

Alas ! those days are past, my teacher's gone. 

Like meteor star, he briefly, brightly, shone, 

Then past away, and forms a brighter now, 

In that fair crown that decks the Saviour's brow. 

Just as he lived, he died. — His warning brief, 

Death came as sudden as the midnight thief^ 
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And summoned him to leare his work of love, 
And join his song with kindred saints above. 
He cheerful heard the summons of his God, 
He meekly bowed beneath th'affiicting rod ; 
But still, while in the very pangs of death. 
Just ere he yielded up his parting breath. 
His soul yet labored for our sinful race, 
And, in his pleadings to the throne of grace. 
The lost and ruined had a foremost place. 
He died — and when he died a saint expired. 
Whose noble breast with holy ardour fired ; 
Expended ne'er a thought upon himself. 
Whom not ambition's lure, nor worldly pelf, 
Could n^ake forget his nobler, greater end- 
That cause for which he scrupled not to spend 
His youthful and his manhood's active days 
All for God's glory, and Ids Saviour's praise. 
Peace to thy mem'ry, honored, valued man. 
Be mine to follow in the course you ran ; 
Be mine to dedicate my youthful strength 
To God's own glorious cause : and when at length, 
Hy mortal hour arrives, like him may I 
Kot cling to life, nor hesitate to die ; 
But fresh from fighting in the Christian field. 
Up to my God my willing spirit yield. 

Glasgow. J. H. 

S. S, T. Magazine. 



^avtti^antitntt iBtpAttnunt 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE FEMALES' ADVOCATE. 

Will you allow a friend to request the insertion of 
the following hints on the suhject of the circulation 
of your Magazine ? 

I was a little concerned at the alteration in the 
price of the Advocate, fearing that, unless its circu- 
lation could he greatly increased, the Society, with 
whose benevolent labor it is more immediately con- 
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nected, would be a loser by the change. In order 
to prevent this, permit me to suggest that each of 
your readers would endeavour to obtain an ad- 
ditional subscriber for it ; the New Postage Act pre- 
sents admirable facilities for introducing it to a 
relative or friend, and by chpping the edges of the 
Magazine a little it may be transmitted at the small 
charge of One Penny to any part of the United 
Kingdom. I have myself tried the plan, and I am 
happy to say that I have obtained five additional 
subscribers. Trusting that this hint will be generaUy 
acted upon by your readers, I remain, &c. 

FiDSLIA. 



AN ANCIENT PENITENTIARY 

AND REFUGE FOR INDIGENT FEMALES. 

"A. D. 1300. Before the reign of Elizabeth, 
Queen of Portugal, the gospel produced its usual 
effects in that kingdom, but operated in an extra- 
ordinary manner during the reign of this princess, 
who was distinguished for piety, charity, and humDity. 
She was so thoroughly persuaded of the vanity of 
dress, and of the idle amusements of the great, that 
•he employed the time and money commonly spent 
in that way, in acts of devotion and charity. She 
passed her time in reading devout books, in attending 
divine service, or in relieving the poor, especially such 
as had been reduced from c^uence to poverty. She 
visited the sick, and served them, dressed their 
wounds, and placed indigent females under the direc- 
Hon of prudent and virtuous matrons. This Queen 
reclaimed several abandoned females, and endowed a 
large house for the reception of penitents." 

ByanU history of the effecU of religion upon monikiiMf. 
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LONDON FEMALE MISSION. 

Chaistianitt is designed to restore woman to the 
position she occupied when first, from the beneficent 
hand of the Creator, she came forth " a help meet 
for man " — ** clothed in native purity which knew no 
stain, and adorned with loveUness, which awakened 
his best affections, she was placed by the side of 
man, to be the sharer of his sorrows, and the partner 
of his joys : — ^but the demoralising effects of sin tore 
her from this position, and still makes her, where 
the Grospel shines not, a degraded and injured be- 
ing. It is the glory of Christianity that it has 
ever raised the female sex in the scale of human 
eociety to the proper level ; for wherever its manu- 
mitting principles are acknowledged, they imperiously 
demand that woman should no longer be made the 
slave of oriental caprice, or compelled to pass a 
life of wretchedness in hard and unpitied bondage. 
Where the influence of the Grospel of Christ is fdt, 
the gentler sex are not only freed from the horrible 
cruelty of the savage, but they are elevated far 
above the dishonorable dependance which was as- 
signed to them by the polished nations of classic 
antiquity. The Christian dispensation, moreover, not 
only restores woman to the station for which she 
was orig^inally designed, but with that restoration 
arms her again with a power, the benefits of which 
cannot be estimated, because its effects can never be 
fully known. The influence which the female cha- 

VoL. IV. M 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



33 LONDON FBMALB MISSION. 

racter exerts on the destinies of a nation is not suffi- 
ciently considered ; for it might he easily shown, 
that, when restored to the moral dignity for which 
the Author of our heing formed her, she would not 
only hy her active life minister to our comforts and 
heighten our pleasures, hut would also hy her quiet 
influence soften our nature, reflne our morals, and 
set forth, and perpetuate the heauty of true religion. 
The disastrous results which flow from the misappli- 
cation of the power are most fearful, and the iiijury 
which it inflicts upon a community can never be 
told ; while the blessed eflects of this influence, when 
rightly directed, would not merely prevent tremend- 
ous evils, but would form an instrument in the hand 
of God for advancing man as an intellectual and 
immortal being. The power of this influence for 
good or evil cannot therefore be justly appreciated; 
or more strenuous exertions would be made to direct 
or restrain the mighty agency. 

It must be obvious that the pbssession of a mighty 
power for operating upon the social and moral con- 
dition of man imposes upon its possessor a fearful 
responsibility, that is plainly recognized both by rea- 
son and scripture ; and it must be equally plain, that 
if this responsibility is understood and felt, the most 
powerful of all inducements will be obtained to enlist 
that influence on the side of virtue and religion. 

To rescue woman from the fearfiil degradation 
which sin has imposed, and place her beyond that 
desolating wretchedness which destroys the finer 
sensibilities of her nature : — to set before the world 
her just though noiseless claims, and point out the 
means by which the fatal eflects of past neglect may 
be most speedily and eflectually removed : — to ele- 
vate her to her real level in society, and qualify her 
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for the important station for which she was at first 
designed : — to aid her in seeking that moral power 
which shall fit her for duty, and fortify her against 
the dangers and temptations to which she is exposed: 
— to succour and soothe the repentant wanderer, and 
provide a home for the houseless and the poor: — 
these were the objects which were contemplated in the • 
establishment of the London Female Mission in the 
latter part of the year 1836 ; and the Managers, in' 
presenting to their subscribers and friends, this, their 
Fourth Annual Report, beg to detail once more the 
means by which they have in part accomplished - 
these important objects, and the plans by which 
they propose to carry out still further the great ends 
for which the Mission has been instituted. 

The designs of the society as above stated are 
most important, but a ten-fold value is superadded, 
if the great ends of the Mission are considered^ 
To rescue a human being from degradation and 
wretchedness is a benevolent work, but to snatch a 
soul from eternal ruin is something more — to raise 
the affections from debasing pleasures is most 
delightful, but to elevate a soul above the world is a 
joy still higher — to aid a mind in obtaining moral 
power is the work of man, but to help a soul in 
seeking spiritual strength is the work of God : when 
so engaged we may, without presumption, say with- 
the Apostle, " We are laborers together with God," 
(1 Cor. iii. 9.) The strongest worldly motives may 
end with the day which gave them birth; this 
Mtsiuon, therefore, in seeking to accomplish its bene- 
volent and spiritusd objects, rests not here, but urges 
those higher and nobler incentives to duty which 
true religion alone can inspire ; it presses upon man 
the powcrfol obligations whidi the Gospel enforces 
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to protect and cherish the weaker sex ; and it seels 
to infuse among females the ennobling principles and 
duties which that Gospel inculcates. It endeavours, 
especially, to lead woman rightly to use the influence 
which God has entrusted to her charge ; and thus 
practically to recognize the terrible responsibility 
which the possession of such a talent impose84 

The salvation of the soul is the object of the London 
Female Mission ; but in the use of the manifold means 
which are employed to attain the desired result, it 
will be seen that many temporal benefits are secured, 
which would be most important, were they not con- 
trasted by this one momentous object. " For what 
is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world 
and lose his own soul ? Or what shall a man give 
in exchange for his soul ?" (Matt. xvi. 26.) 

The Committee, in presenting to the subscribers 
and friends of the Mission a detail of the labors of 
the past year, will commence with the 

INDIGENT REFUGE. 

The results of the society's labors in this the pre« 
ventive department of its plans are the following : — 

The number of applicants daring the past year for 

admission to the Refuge has been • • • 198 

— young women received into the Refuge 7© 

^_«_.«___„^^__- placed out to senrice, • . . 67 

Total number placed out to service • •• 154 

amount of money advanced on loan •••••• if25 

The Managers here desire to offer their gratefbl 
acknowledgments to the Rbv. W. Short, Rector of 
St. George the Martyr, Queen Square, for his kind- 
ness in gratuitously appropriating a pew in the 
church for the use of the persons admitted to the 
Hefnge, and for the kind assurance he has given to 
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- the Committee, that he will attend, as often as his 
* engagements will permit, to give spiritual instruc- 
tion to the inmates. The Managers are also under 
great obligation to the Ladies' Committee, for theirun- 
remitting attention to this department of the Society's 
operations, as well as to several other Christian ladies 
who have, in a special manner, manifested their de- 
sire to promote the religious improvement of the per- 

- sons who seek shelter in the Refuge. • 

This central establishment is at present the only 
one of the kind ; but it is the intention of the Com- 
mittee to open one in each quarter of London, so 
soon as funds are placed at their disposal for the 
purpose: and surely the urgent claims of those 
daraes for whose benefit these Institutions are 
designed, and a detail of the economical means by 
which the compassionate objects may be accom- 
plished, will be enough to awaken Christian liber* 
ality, and enable the Committee to provide the 
required refuges for the friendless and distressed 
female. 

Who can estimate the amount of misery and sin 
which has been prevented by this single Refuge? 
Since its commencement, in 1838, one hundred and 
Ji/ty-four Indigent females have been placed out to 
service, and many others have been assisted to 
resume their former emplo])anents :— but for the 
temporary provision afforded by this Asylum, many 
who are now useful members of society, would have 
been added to that fearful number whose neces- 
sities first prompted them to the commission of g^oss 
sin, but who, after becoming familiar with vice, and 
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin, at last habitually 
swelled the pestilential ranks of those who are 
harrying through present misery into eternal death; 
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If the labors of the Mission have been hitherto 
more especially directed to the rescue of the degra- 
ded and the vile, rather than to the relief of the poor, 
the preservation of the exposed, and the saccour of 
the distressed ; it has only arisen from the necessity 
and urgency of the cases of the fallen, and not 
from any preference to that department of labor. 
The Committee cannot cease to be deeply anxious 
that the multitudes of unhappy outcasts, who ^re 
tired and disgusted with their evil and pernicious 
course, should not implore a refuge in vain ; but they 
are still more desirous that the young and the giddy, 
the poor and the destitute, should be warned and 
preserved from the power and the snares of the 
destroyer. The Committee are obliged by the want 
of space in a short report, to refrain from urging the 
peculiar importance and claims of this ^onomical 
department of their labors, and must therefore refer 
to their lately printed appeal on behalf of Refuges 
for Indigent Females. In that appeal a dcetch is 
given of the frightful dependance in which thou- 
sands of industrious femdes are living, and who 
may, by circumstances over which they have no 
control, be brought in one short hour to wretchedness 
and want : — with constitutions shattered by close 
confinement and insufficient food — ^with minds en- 
feebled by a monotonous employment and incessant 
toil-^with spirits broken by constant disappoint- 
ment and unrequited labor ; many a virtuous female 
is driven from her home, for small arrears of rent, 
to walk the streets without a protector to guard her 
from insult, or a friend to soothe her aching heart : — 
to provide then a temporary refuge for one so dis- 
tressed, so desolate, and so poor, is a duty which 
ntrno can deny ; and the Committee therefore moat 
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earnestly hope that their call for aid to estahlish 
additional Refuges will not he made to the Chris- 
tian puhlic in vain. 



THE SERVANTS' HOME. 

From the Indigent Refuge the Committee refer 
the friends of the Mission, with great pleasure, to 
the Servants* Home, inasmuch as this department of 
their exertions is increasingly prosperous, and pro- 
mises to hecome one of the most pleasing parts of 
the field of labor occupied by the Society. 

The experience of each successive year more 
plainly manifests, not only the need of such a 
scheme of Christian benevolence, but the peculiar 
adaptation of the means employed by the Mission 
to attain the desired result ; while its extensive use- 
fulness attests the success of the design and en« 
courages far greater efforts to benefit this interesting 
portion of the female community. The advantages 
which it confers both on employers and servants 
are so obvious as to require neither illustration nor 
proof; and the best evidence of the propriety of 
establishing a Servants' Home will be found in th^ 
following summary for the past year : — 

Servants applying for registration 582 

Do. approved for ditto 877 

Do. applying for lodging 259 

Do. received into tlie Home as lodgers • • 129 

Ladies applying for Servants 589 

Families suited, with ditto 247 

Xiodgers at present in the Home 7 

12 Bibles and 8 vols, of the Servants' Magazine, 
have been given as rewards to servants for long con*- 
tinuance in their several places. 
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28/. Os, 1 1d. have been received as registry fees 
from parties applying for servants, and, 

70/. 148, 7d. from servants for board and lodgings 

4/. 5s. Ad. has been deposited in the collecting- 
box by those who have enjoyed the advantages of 
the Institution, as free-will offerings : — and when 
the limited means of female servants are considered, 
this substantial proof of their gratitude for benefits 
received is most pleasing. 

The inmates of the Home continue to attend the 
ministry of the Hon. and Rev. Baptist W, Nobl, 
whose affectionate expositions and applications of 
divine truth, the Committee have good reason to 
believe have not been in vain. 

The following is a short abstract of the report of 
the Superintendent. 

" The Superintendent has much pleasure in re* 
porting the good conduct of the lodgers during the 
past year ; with one or two trifling exceptions they 
have been uniformly obedient to the rules of the 
Home, most respectful in their behaviour, and uni^ 
ted and happy among themselves : the alacrity with 
which they discharge their assigned duties, and their 
earnest desire to please, makes the task of govern- 
ment both easy and pleasant. Their conduct on 
Sundays is exemplary, most of them regularly 
accompanying the Superintendent to St. John's 
Chapel, Bedford Row. The attention they manifest 
during the time of prayer — the readiness with which 
they receive scriptural instruction — and their cheerful 
submission to examinations as to their religious know- 
ledge during the intermediate hours of public service, 
are at all times most pleasing to the Superintendent. 
The desire to walk out on the Sabbath has almost 
ceased during the past year, and the manner m 
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which the servants regard that sacred day of rest is 
really gratifying. In most instances satisfactory 
accounts have heen obtained of those sent out to 
service ; and the numerous calls that are made at the 
Home by former inmates to express their grateful 
thanks to the Society, and the evident satisfaction 
with which they refer on such occasions td their 
stay in the Home are truly pleasurable. The conduct 
of the former inmates gives testimony of the success 
of the Institution, which must gratify those kind 
friends who have given it their support, and make all 
thankful to Him who has so greatly blessed their 
osefiil •' labour of love " among Female Servants." 

Many communications have been received during 
the past year from servants who were once residents 
in the Home, breathing the liveliest expressions of 
gratitude for the shelter and instruction afforded to 
them by the Society ; and if the limits of this Report 
did not forbid, it would have been pleasing to have 
presented in the Appendix still more copious extracts 
from these artless and interesting letters. 

It were absurd to expect, that out of 247 ser- 
vants introduced during the past year to situations 
through the medium of the Home, none should be 
found who failed to realize the expectations which 
had been formed of them ; it is surely enough to 
say that such instances have been comparatively 
few, and in most cases they have been traced to the 
common, though most reprehensible practice, of mis- 
tresses withholding the real character of servants 
from feelings of mistaken kindness, thus inflicting 
an injury upon unoffending strangers, and produc- 
ing in families an amount of confusion and incon- 
venience which cannot be justified, because it is so 
directly at variance with strict truth. The Com- 

B 2 
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mittee, with sincere regret, fed it a Christiaii duty to 
advert to this, and to a still more painful subject 
connected with the giving of characters to female 
servants. In several instances that have occurred at 
the Home, it has been too evident that, from a 
feeling of ill-will^ mistresses have refused to give 
a fair character to their discharged domestics ; 
and frequently by studied sflence on certain points, 
as well as by misrepresentations concerning some 
trifling though inconvenient fault, they have in- 
flicted an iiijury on friendless and unprotected 
girls, which has been most distressing, and which, 
but for the agency of the Society, would have 
prevented these young women from getting other 
situations. These distressing cases have been at* 
tended with considerable trouble and anxiety ; and 
it has been only by a patient investigation of their 
previous character in former situations, and by a 
watchful observance of their demeanor while in the 
Home, that the Committee have been able to re- 
Inove most serious stams from the characters of 
several worthy and intelligent females, — a stain 
which, tinder other circumstances, must have been a 
serious barrier to their success in life, if it had not 
ended in their utter destruction. To benefit both 
the employer and employed — to uphold the authority 
of the onei and to secure justice to the other — ^to 
form a common centre from which good employers 
may find good servants, and good servants may 
meet with good employers, so that the one may 
rejoice in the engagement of a faithful and indus* 
trious servant, and the other in the possession of a 
sincere friend and a comfortable home: — to obtain 
results so necessary to the comfort and security 
of society> and so likely to benefit and improve female 
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dmnestics, is the earnest desire of the Comndttee in 
reference to the Servants' Home : — ^the object is 
important, and though difficult of attainment, still 
an effort should be made to secm-e the advantages, 
and under the divine guidance and blessing, they 
hope in some measure to attain those valuable bene- 
fits which they have endeavoured to describe. 



PUBLICATIONS. 

In this department the Committee have had great 
encouragement. The Servants' Maoazinb con- 
tinues to increase in circulation; and the favorable 
manner in which it has been received by the public, 
evidences at once both the desire for such a Peri- 
odical, and its adaptation to meet the demand. 
While several other Magazines of much higher pre- 
tensions, have, during the same period, ceased to 
exist; the Servants' Magazine has steadily pro- 
gressed, and has now. reached its fourth volume :-^ 
the volume for the first year has been for some time 
out of print, and reprints of many of the numbers 
of the succeeding volumes have been required : — ^to 
obviate the inconvenience which has hitherto been 
experienced, and to prevent future disappointment, 
the subsequent numbers of the Magazine will be 
stereotyped, as will also the previous volumes, at 
soon as fimds can be obtained for the purpose. 

The Females' Advocate still maintains its 
position in pubHc favor, — ^the object of this Maga- 
zine is to advocate the claims of the poor, the neg- 
lected and the oppressed female — ^to set forth ti^e 
real character of woman, and to shew how the 
powerful influence which she possesses may be best 
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employed in promoting her own happiness, and the 
welfare of those hy whom she is surrounded. With 
a view to increase its usefulness and to extend its 
' circulation it has heen determined, at the commence- 
ment of the fourth volume, to diminish the numher 
of pages, and to reduce the price from Two-pence to 
One Penny. By this it will he hrought within the 
reach of all ; and the Managers earnestly solicit the 
influence of their friends in promoting its extensive 
distribution in their several locaHties, and also the 
literary assistance of those who may be able to sup- 
ply suitable articles for its pages. 

The Committee, anxious to awaken public sym- 
pathy on behalf of the Mission, and to call forth 
greater efforts for the impartation of moral and 
spiritual benefits to Female Servants, offered the 
sum of five pounds for a Tract, "On the present 
condition of Female Servants, and the best means 
of promoting its improvement." Upwards of fifty 
MSS. were received in answer to the Advertise- 
ment ; these were carefully read by the Committee, 
and the Essay, which, in their judgment, was best 
adapted to forward the proposed end, has been pub- 
lished, and they trust Uiat it will be successful in 
awakening public attention to this important, but 
greatly neglected class of the community. The Com- 
mittee are happy to report, that the sale of the series 
of Tracts published by them for the especial benefit 
of Female Servants is extending ; and though they 
have not thought it necessary to make any additions 
to their regular series during the past year, they are 
assured that the distribution of those comprised in 
the "Maternal," the "Penitentiary," and in the 
" Family " series, have been attended with the most 
beneficial results. Grants of Magazines and Tracts 
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have been made to Societies at Guildford, Graves- 
end, Maidstone, Dover, and other towns, for dis- 
tribation among the Servants of the residents, and 
occasional visitants of those places. 

The advantages of small publications for general 
distribution have been so often set before Christians 
by our various Religious Tract Societies, that it is 
unnecessary to dwell on them here — it is one of the 
cheapest, most permanent, and least objectionable 
methods of doing good that has been devised ; and 
when it is remembered that the small profits arising 
from the sale of the Books and Tracts, published by 
the Society, are wholly devoted to advance the ob- 
jects of the Mission, it must suggest the desirable- 
ness of largely distributing its Publications, and 
thus extending its usefulness, increasing the number 
of its friends, and augmenting the amount of its 
permanent resources. 



AGENCY, AND DISTRIBUTION OF TRACTS. 

The female Agents employed by the Society are 
actively prosecuting their useful labors. These 
Agents, being carefully selected, and receiving from 
the Committee special directions as to the best me-- 
thods of performing the duties intrusted to them, 
usually proceed in the following manner: having, 
by kind and conciliatory manners, obtained a ready 
access to the abodes of the poor, they explain the 
object contemplated by the Society in this depart- 
ment of its operations and the means by which it 
may be accomplished ; they then leave tracts and in- 
vite the female branches of the family to join the 
classes. These small and select meetings of young 
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females are then placed under the superintendence 
of experienced Christian ladies ; by whom judicious^ 
affectionate and scriptural instruction is given, and 
the peculiar duties and dangers of the female sex set 
forth and enforced : — the exercises are conducted 
in a manner similar to that adopted in Bible 
classes, the conversational form of teaching is em- 
ployed as much as possible, and the instruction 
imparted is always based upon subjects of a biblical 
character. During the past year, 2,794 families have 
been visited, and familiar conversations held for the 
purpose of explanation and instruction : — 926 meet- 
ings of classes have been held, the united attendance 
at which has been -9,345 : and numerous tracts and 
publications especially designed for females have 
been distributed. The result of the diversified means 
employed by the Agents has been most pleasing, and 
has greatly encouraged the Committee in this depart* 
ment of duty. Many parents have expressed them- 
selves very grateful for the instruction imparted, and 
for the good effects that have been produced by the 
Agents, on the habits and conduct of their childbren. 
While adopting these special means for the ad- 
vancement of virtue and religion among the daugh- 
ters of the poor, the Committee have no desire to 
supersede the ordinary methods employed for the 
benefit of females; iJiey do not wish to detract 
from the merit of the various plans that are pro- 
posed for their instruction in common with the other 
sex; but they conceive that experienced females 
devoting the undivided energies of tiieir minds, to^ 
the improvement of their own sex, will be more 
eminently successful, and will effect good in placet 
and upon characters where most other efforts would 
assuredly fail ; and believing as they do that in pro^ 
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portion as the tone of morals is raised among young 
females, and direct and special efforts are brought to 
bear upon their minds, their consciences and their 
hearts ; in that proportion will those infirmities 
errors and vices, which now so greatly contribute 
to female degradation, be corrected, they com- 
mend the Agents and their work to the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and entreat the 
continued prayers of the friends of the Mission, 
that an abundant and abiding blessing may follow 
their labors. 

The Committee now close the detail of their past 
proceedings, by referring to the 

PENITENTIARY DEPARTMENT. 

The necessity for providing a Probationary 
House to receive the guilty wanderer, is obvious 
and urgent : — ^the number of applicants entreating 
admission, their tender ages, their di^adfol sufiering 
both of body and mind, have evidenced the need 
of such an asylum ; while the joy with which the 
weeping penitents have embraced the offer of refuge, 
their grateful conduct, under the instruction and 
discipline of the House, as well as the faithful* 
industrious, and consistent demeanor of those who 
have been placed by the Society in service, have 
manifested the success of that course of training 
which has been adopted by the Mission. 

The number of applicants for Refuge in the Pro- 
bationary House during the year, was 226; the 
number admitted, 123 :— of the number received, 30 
have been sent to District Asylums ; 14 have been 
placed in servige ; 5 have been reconciled and re- 
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Stored to their friends ; and 61 have, from a variety 
of causes, but principally by their own desire, been 
discharged from the Institution. 

In the foregoing summary, the number dis* 
charged at first sight appears altogether dispro- 
portionate, and the Committee on this point would 
o£fer one or two explanations. The design of the 
Asylum is primarily, and was intended to be e;r- 
clusively, of a probationary character; the work of 
restoration devolving principally upon the District 
Asylums. We test, they restore, — ^we sow, they 
reap, — "we labor, and other men enter into our 
labors." The results of the efforts of the Society 
may be expected to be seen in the records of the 
District Asylums, rather than in the annals of the 
Probationary House. At the Penitentiary, the only 
conditions required from applicants for admission, 
are a desire to forsake their evil ways, and a con- 
formity to the regulations. Whatever may have 
been their former degree of depravity, none are 
refused when the funds of the Mission will admit 
of their reception. The gospel invites the vilest 
sinner to turn and live ; the Committee there- 
fore, desire to follow the divine example and offer 
the means of escape to all who sincerely wish to 
flee from the paths of sin. It is true that in con- 
sequence of this regulation, the number of dismissals 
in the year are greater than in some kindred in- 
stitutions ; but the Committee have the consolation 
of knowing that the opportunities of rescue and 
reformation have been offered, and that the guilt 
of continued sin lies only at the sinner's door. It 
must not however be supposed that even in refer- 
ence to those unhappy beings who have left the 
Institution "by their own desire," being unable 
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to bear its restraints, that the labors of the Society 
have been altogether lost. The Committee have 
met with several instances during the past year, 
in which sach females have by their own efforts 
obtained the means of gaining an honest liveli- 
hood, and are now conducting themselves with 
credit in circumstances of respectability. The 
results of our well*intended plans may not be equal 
to our desires, or appear to answer our expecta- 
tions; but still our duty is plain, and the experi- 
ence of the Managers has proved, that many who 
ultimately became the most exemplary were once 
amongst those from whom least was expected. 

The number of females who have shared the 
bounty of the Society in this department since the 
Commencement of its labors in 1837, is 493 ; of these 
159 have been sent to District Asylums ; 103 placed 
in service; 21 restored to their friends; and i5, 
who were not fitted *for service, have been fur- 
nished with the means of obtaining a livelihood 
by other employment. 

The Committee are happy to state that the Dis- 
trict Asylums are now in more prosperous circum- 
stances, they have unitedly 50 inmates, and during 
the past year have been the means of placing 36 
young women out to service. Of those who have 
left the care of the several Asylums, very satis- 
fiactory accounts have been received from time to 
time ; and if some few have again fallen away, and 
thus disappointed the hopes entertained of them, 
of the majority it may be affirmed, they are still 
•'/ttithfuV' 

The number of young women in the Probationary 
House at the present period is 46 ; and of some of 
them, a lively hope is entertained that a good work 
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has been commenced in their hearts. The Como 
mittee are greatly indebted to the Rev. W. Short, 
for the interest he has manifested in the Penitentiary, 
as well as in the Indigent Refuge ; they also b^ to 
ofier. their best thanks to I. Pidouck, Esq., M.D,, 
for his unremitting attention to the inmates in time 
of sickness ; and to the Managers of the London 
City Mission, for the useful services of their Agents. 
During the past year Sermons have been preached 
on behalf of the Mission, by the 

Key. H. MELYILL, at Hanover District Chapel ; 

Key. R. MONTGOMERY, at St. Clement Danes Church; and 

Bey. R. young, at Eagle Street Chapel. 

. To these gentlemen, for the kind and Buccessfol 
manner in which they pleaded in behalf of the Mis- 
sion, the Committee can only present their warmest 
and best thanks. But how can they sufficiently 
express their gratitude to God, that he has inclined 
the hearts of so many of his servants to aid in this 
good work, and that he has so signally blessed the 
efforts that have been made to extend his kingdom ? 
" To Him be praise and honor and glory for ever 
and ever." 

Before concluding the brief detail of this depart* 
ment of their operations, the Managers would re- 
spectfully remind the friends of the Mission that 
they have now a large house — that they have a 
great number of applicants constantly seeking for 
admission — ^that however great their desire to receive 
them, they cannot, from the want of pecuniary re« 
sources. They have at present heavy liabilities for 
furnishing and repairs, and the receipts of the past 
year have been considerably less than the preceding. 
It is however, a source of comfort and encourage* 
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ment to know, that the falling o£f has been only in 
the special and large donations ; this deficiency, the 
Committee trust, will be supplied by those who 
delight in acts of charity and mercy, and to 8uch» 
they earnestly renew their appeal for assistance, 
as well as to their long tried friends and subscribers, 
entreating each to make an individual application of 
the solemn injunction of the wisest of men, " What* 
poever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might ; 
for there is no work nor device, nor knowledge, 
nor wisdom in the grave, whither thou goest." 

The Committee are aware of the number and the 
tirgency of the appeals that are made to the benevo* 
lent Christian ; but they cannot close their Report 
without briefly urging the peculiar claims of the 
London Female Mission. The Society provides a 
Home for the homeless, a Refuge for the tempted, 
and an Asylum for the fallen ; but it has, during th^ 
past year, been compelled, out of two hundred and 
twenty-six wretched females who implored a shelter 
in the Asylum, to turn one hundred and three unbe* 
friended, away, to plunge still deeper into woe, and 
drown again in reckless and boisterous mirth, the 
accusing of conscience, until it shall raise its terrible 
voice for ever in that place, "where the worm 
dieth not, and where the fire is not quenched !" 

Christian mothers — Christian wives — Christian 
sisters — ought these things so to be ? Is this the 
spirit of Him who, whilst thorns and uails were 
agonizing his bleeding frame, made provision for 
the widowed and then unprotected Mary? Is it 
compatible with the duty we owe to society, to our 
families, to ourselves, to turn adrift again upon th« 
" troubled sea of wickedness," one hundred and 
three shattered beings who seek a harbour of refuge 
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and peace? Can the spirit of pure and undefiled 
religion reign in our hearts, if we feel no pain that 
this numher of wretched females should he thrown 
upon the wide world without occupation, and he 
again exposed to the very sin which, it may he the 
fear of destitution, first drave them to commit. 

Christian fathers — Christian hushands — Christian 
brothers ! yon cannot be sensible of the influence of 
the female character, if you are willing to leave the 
young and the thoughtless among the weaker sex, to 
become " the prey of him that is stsonger than the 
strong /' — nay, should not the ties of kindred and of 
home, prompt you to strain every nerve to cleanse our 
streets, from that moral pestilence which leads to de- 
solation and to death ; which familiarises the eyes of 
our sons with the unblushing gait of vice, and which 
pollutes the ears of our daughters with the ribald 
jest of profanity and shame ; which so endangers the 
morals of our domestics, that we are obliged to re* 
strain their liberty to befriend them, and ever be 
suspicious in order to do them good ? 

On the Female Mission it is not necessary further 
to enlarge : what has been done, is the best evidence 
of its past usefulness ; and what it has been compelled 
to leave undone, is the strongest plea for future and 
increased support. It were easy to multiply motives 
why assistance should be liberally supplied. The 
possibility of doing good should stimulate us; we 
may never know how many weeds have been rooted 
up from the moral wilderness, or how many brands 
our well-timed benevolence hath snatched " from the 
burning ;" but it is enough, " The bread is cast upon 
the waters/' and after many days it shall be seen 
again. 

From the perusal of the accounts appended to this 
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Report* it may be hoped that yon wiU feel that the 
Society deserves more support than you have hitherto 
given to it, and you may determine to forego some 
gratification in order to provide it ; but how richly 
will such a sacrifice be repaid, if, a few years hence, 
you should hear from the lips or from the pen of one 
who has shared your Christian liberality, a narrative 
of what God, by your hands, has done for her soul ! 
to hear one, still lovely amid the wreck of by-gone 
beauty, say, *' Behold in me the blessed fruits of your 
" Female Mission ! I came into the world in a home 
'^ of wretchedness and misery, and destined, as it 
" seemed, to pass a life of shame. An orphan I was 
** not, but I was worse ; for had I known no parent 
** on earth, some friendly voice might perhaps have 
*' directed me to one in heaven. But of that hea* 
*• venly Father I knew nothing ; oft indeed did my 
" infant Hps repeat his sacred name in mimic blas« 
" phemy ; but I never knew that He gave me life at 
'* first, or that He watched over me and loved me 
" still. The morning or evening prayer did not 
" ascend from our noisy dwelling : there the voice 
•' of praise was never heard — there was no oft-read 
" Bible to proclaim that Grod was sought and feared, 
" but all was wrangle, and wretchedness, and sin — 
" each day was a day of misery, and that day which 
" God himself did hallow, was the worst of all the 
'* seven. Need I then tell you, when I left a hom« 
" where vice and impurity were thought no crimes* 
'^ where I had no father to counsel me, and no 
" mother to pray for me, that I wandered into evil 
^' ways and committed sins which I can only tell 
** in the ear of God : — but your friendly Mission 
•* rescued me from premeditated death, and provided 
'* me a refuge in the, hour of overwhelming sorrow 
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" and distress. Nor was it my present misery alone 
" which yon removed (grievous and agonizing as it 
" was), but the kind friends which you provided 
" shewed me that godly sorrow and repentance 
" would not only make me friends on earth, hot 
" would raise a song in heaven. They told me that 
•' I had a soul to save — a judgment to meet — a hell 
" to fear — and a heaven to gain. They taught me 
'^ (Oh! that my parents had but taught me so 
"before) that I was a sinner, and that there was 
" one way, and only one, in which I could obtain 
" present peace and eternal salvation, namely, faith 
" in a crucified Redeemer who bought ns with his 
'* blood, and who died that we might rise, and live, 
" and reign for ever and ever. I cannot indeed 
'• repay you for your kindness to me — but you need 
" it not, for your record is on high, where I hope 
" at last your home will be; and where I pray 
" that you may enjoy at the right hand of God, 
" fulness of joy, and drink of the rivers of pleasure 
" that flow there for evermore." 

We cannot then think it too much to shew love to 
a fallen sister, for whom Christ thought it not too 
much to die. Let us therefore provoke one another 
unto love and to good works. Let us strive, by res- 
cuing the poor, the distressed and the wicked from 
destruction, to glorify our Father which is in heaven, 
and so let us anticipate that glorious day, when it 
shall be said to all who have thus shown their love 
to Christ, "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
" of the least of these ye have done it unto me. 
" Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the king- 
" dom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
" world." Receive ye the crown of unfading bliss 
which was laid up for you, and go and wear it for 
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ever in that " inheritance which is incorruptible, and 
•* undefiled, and which fadeth not away/' 



APPENDIX. 

INDIGENT DEPARTMENT. 

AB STB ACTS 
e/ a few of the Cases investigated and relieved at the Office, 

1. 

E. & S. W., mother and daughter, applied for the assistance 
of the Mission, under the following circumstances. Thej 
had been domestic servants, but from providential causes were 
thrown out of employ. Compelled to pawn their clothes t^ 
obtain the necessaries of life, they were now, though suit-^ 
able situations offered, unable to' take them for want of a 
cbange of raiment. The truth of these statements having 
been ascertained, the requisite sum of money was advanced 
for the redemption of their things, and they were enabled to 
go to service. 
The money lent to these females has been repaid by them. 

11. 

8. F., was introduced to the notice of the Society by the 
Chaplain of Middlesex Hospital. She was a married woman, 
but had been cruelly deserted by her husband. Thrown upon 
her own resources for a maintenance, she had sought, and, 
until a few wet days occurred in succession, had obtained, a 
li?ing by telling fruit in the street. Unable from the un- 
favourable state of the weather to follow her avocation, she 
was driven to part with her baskets to procure food. Tbe 
scanty supply obtained by this means being exhausted, and 
seeing no prospect of again procuring the means of subsist- 
ence, she attempted to destroy herself, and in consequence 
became an inmate of Middlesex Hospital. 

Having recovered from her illness, and entertaining tbe 
eouviction, that if ftumished with a bosket and a little stods 
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of fruit, she would be able to obtain a livelibood ; tbe sum 
requisite for this purpose was supplied to her from tbe Loan 
Fund of the Mission. 

III. 

R. D., was introduced to the notice of the Mission by the 
following communication. 

**The object of my writing to you is to state the case of a 
young woman, (an orphan and friendless,) who has lodged 
witli me some years. She is a member of the Church of 
England, — of very industrious habits, and her moral and 
religious principles are good. Her means however of sub- 
sistence, as a seamstress, have been very scanty and preca- 
rious. She has usually gone out to work, but has seldom had 
much to do in the winter ; during the summer months, bow* . 
ever, she has worlted early and late, ia order to save a little 
for the winter. She wishes to enter the Home and Colonial 
Infant School Society, for which I think her well qualified, 
but she has not tbe means of supporting herself during the 
course of training. She is not one that likes to expose her 
poverty, nor like the generality of persons who n&ake tbe 
worst of things. 

'* Those who would feel disposed to investigate the case, 
will find it a very deserving one." 

In addition to the foregoing, several very satisfactory tes- 
timonials were supplied. And it appearing to tbe Socfety 
that E. D. was likely, from her talent and lively turn of 
mind, to make a useful Teacher of an Infant School, she 
was supported partly by the aid of private friends, but prin- 
cipally by the funds of the Mission, in her course of training 
at the Infant School Society. Having completed her studies, 
she has been appointed to an Infant School at Rectory. 



CoMes received into the Indigent Refuge. 

IV. 

** Mary H — ., aged 17, came to the Refuge in April; ber 
mother is a poor widow and has several children. M. H. was 
recommended to the charity by a subscriber, well acquainted 
with her circumstances. She conducted herself with industry 
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And propriety in the Refuge, and was sent to a plaee in May 
last ; her mistress gives her a good character, and it is pleas- 
ing to state that she has given 69. of her wages to her mother 
to clothe her little brother. M. H. was also very anxious 
that hor sister should be admitted, and in consideration of 
the poor mother's necessitous circumstances, Phoebe H., the 
second daughter was received and has been some weelcs 
in the Refuge behaving very well A situation has been 
obtained for her also.** 

The following communication has been received from the 
lady who has taken the elder sister into her employ :— 

"47, u— a— 

*' Madam, 

*< I am happy in being able to tell you that M. H., during 
her residence with me since May last, has conducted herself 
with propriety, indeed, I think I may say I have every reason 
to be satisfied with her conduct 

** i remain. Madam, 

*♦ Yours faithfully, E. W." 
December SOth. 

V. 

** Margaret M — ., aged 99, was admitted in the Refuge in 
May. She was living with a relative (who was unable to keep 
her) in one of the worst courts in Oray's Inn Lane, having 
come from Ireland a few months before. Her story being 
found to be true, it was thought right to make an e£fort to 
place her in service. During her stay in the Refuge, her con- 
duct was particular I V good, although she was very ignorant ; 
sbe was obedient and teaclMible, and paid eager attention to 
the reading of the Scriptures and the instructions of the 
matron. She was baptized and broUght up in the Roman 
Cattiolic Church, and made many remarks and enquiries re- 
specting the difference between it and the Protestant Church. 
She b now in service, and gives satisfoetion. With Irish 
warmth of feeling she comes to the Refuge whenever she has 
lefive of absence, and expresses gratitude for the benefits 
received there. Sbe is to be confirmed by her own desire 
when an opportunity offers." 

'* E. L., aged 18, entered the Refuge in February. She is 
as orphan, and before she applied to the Society for assistance, 
she bad been for some months in a place, but her health and 
ctreogth were not equal to the labor of it, and she left at her 

p 
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own reqoeft, 8be then unstupicioosly took aootber situation, 
but findiog that the character of the people was not good, she 
left it as soon as she could. From the distress occasioned 
by this and illness, she applied for admission to the Refuge, 
aod was received. She behaved exceedingly well during her 
stay here^ and was soon placed in a situation in which she 
atill remains. Her mistren lately called at the Refuge* and 
spoke with approbation of her servant's conduct. The ser- 
vant also expresses much gratitude for the benefits she 
received while iu the Refuge. It is most satisfactory to state 
that £. L. has now the opportunity afforded her of attending 
the house of God, and reading his word ; privileges which she 
appears to value.'* 
Her mistress has become a eontributor to the Society. 

VI. 

The following letters have also been received, relating to 
young women who have been placed out to service by tbo 
Society, from the Indigent Refuge. 

<* December 25th, 1840. 
" Madam, 

'* In reply to your enquiries respecting J. W., I am happy 
to inform you that she is still in my service, and continues 
to conduct herself to my satisfaction. I am glad to hear 
that the Institution takes cognizance of the behaviour of the 
young women after they have left it, as it is likely to have 
the best moral effect upon them. Jane can read her Bible 
much better than when she came to me. 
" I am, Madam, 

*• Yours respectftilly, M. B." 

VII. 

*' In reply to Miss B»s letter of yesterday, Mrs. W. N. 
begs to say, C. F., and G. I. are both still in Mrs. N*8 service, 
and have hitherto conducted themselves satisfactorily. 

*' Mrs. IV. N. is much pleased with G. I., as she is always 
obliging and industrious, and considering her extreme youtti, 
she thinks her general conduct worthy of high commendatloo. 

**fi6,J— .8— .'» 
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SEHVAOTS' HOME DEPARTMENT. 

SELECTIONS 

from tht Letten received from Servant*. 

"H . 

"Ladiei, 

" Under a deep sente of gratitude for the kindness i re* 
etived while at the Home, I have taken the liberty to return 
jroQ mj hamble thanks. I am happy to inform you that I am 
•omfortable in my situation, and am likely to continue in* 
it. I hope that tnrongh the blessing of Ood, I received so 
much benefit from instructions, that I shall ever remember 
witl^ gratitude the day I entered your Servants* Home. 
*' I b^ to remain, 

'* Your humble Servant, B. A." 
To the Ladies' Committee* 



«* October 18th, 1840. 
'* Dear Madam, 

<* I hope vou will 'excuse the liberty I have taken in writ* 
ing to you, but perhaps you will remember S. S., who was a 
lodger at the Servants* Home about a year and three months 
lioee. I obtained a sitni^on as tttirje, to go to Oxford, the 
same situation that 1 am now filling. The lady that now 
applies to you for a cook is the mother of my mistress. She 
Is a most excellent lady, and if there is any person that yom 
can depend upon as being a good servant, they need not be 
afraid to take the situation she offers, for they will find it a 
most comfortable situation. I hope, dear madam, joa are 
quite well, and that every Messing, temporal and spiritual, 
will attend your endeavours. 1 conclude, hoping you will 
pardon the liberty I have taken, and that Mrs. P. will meet 
with a servant of your reeommendatioQ to suit her. 
** I beg to remain, 

*' Your dutiftd and bnnble Servant, 
To the Superintendent. " S. 8.'* 

*' C— . Lodge, August 97, 184t). 
*' My dear Madam, 
" With pleasure I now take my pf» k» hand to endeavos 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



64 servants' bomb dbpartmbnt. 

to apologize for Dot writing to yoa ere Uus. We hftTe been 
in such a complete unsettled state in various ways, wliich lias 
rendered it almost impossible for me to obtain balf-an-bour 
to avail myself of so great a pleasure, i trust the above 
excuse will be sufficient to clear me of any thing like ingra- 
titude towards such kind friends, to whom I feel indebted for 
the interest you have taken in my spiritual and temporal 
welfare. I hope the Institution is going on prosperously, 
but I think it cannot fail of doing so upon such a well-eon- 
ducted system. May its eflTorts be blessed to the conrersion 
of many an ignorant servant, and then you will be more than 
rewarded for your exertions in the cause of Christ. I feel 
▼ery thankful to Ood for directing my steps to such an 
Asylum; it has proved beneficial both as regards my 
spiritual and temporal welfare. It was through your kind- 
ness that I obtained my present situation, which I have now 
retained two years the fi^th of last month. 

'* I now beg to conclude, with best regards to you and 
Miss B., and trust you will excuse all trnperfectionai 

*' My dear Madam, 

•'S.L." 

" C— . E— ., H— . 
'^ Dear Madam, 

'* You will 1 have no doubt be glad to bear that I am 
going to remain in the family I came to when i left your 
Home. I wait on the ladies and do needle-work, they are 
very kind people, and it is a good fiimily altogether. I bane 
been very much tried and perplexed since I left you, but the 
Lord's gracious presence has been with me, and I trust has 
sanctified the dispensations of his providenee. I hope you will 
excuse the liberty I am taking in writing to you, but I do not 
think I shall be able to call at the Home for some time, though 
I should like to do so. I hope these few lines will find you 
and Miss B. quite welL I hope the Lord continues to bless 
and prosper the Institution, as I believe he will, and also 
your humble and hearty endeavours to do good, and to glorify 
your hearenly Master. When you have a little spare time, I 
should esteem it the greatest kindness and favour if yoa 
would send me a few lines to comfort me, for I am walking 
alone in religion. As far as concerns my fellow-servants, I 
fear they are in the broad road of destruction, and they ap- 
pear to be awfully ignorant of their state. that the Lord 
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voulcl enlighten their undenlmiclings, and have mercy on 
them I They are all going to leave their plaee in disgrace* 
Oh pray for them, and for 

•• Your Tery hnmble Serraot, 
To the Superintendent. •• E. A." 



** London, Dec. 30th, 1810. 
'• My dear Miss W. 

" As you are aware how my time has been occupied since I 
have been in my situation, I know you will readily excuse my 
not writing to you before. Permit me now to beg your 
acceptance of my most sincere thanks for your kind exertions 
on my behalf, in procuring me a situation in whidi I have the 
pleasure to inform you I am very comfortable. I experience 

the greatest kindness from Mr. and Mrs. . One thing I 

have need to be on my guard against, and that is the tempta* 
tion to gaiety, but I hope to be enabled, through Him who 
has promised never to leave or forsake his people, to resist 
these temptations. 

** I often reflect with pleasure on the happy hours I spent 
during my stay in the Home, and the very kind advice you 
often gave me. Oh my dear Miss W., pardon me in saying 
I know not how to appreciate it suflBciently, it was not only 
for my temporal but also my spiritual benefit. I shall ever 
esteem you as one of my best friends, and should the Lord 
spare me, I pray to be enabled to show by mv walk and con- 
versation, that your advice has not been in vain. 

'*Will you have the kindness to present my dutiful re- 
spects and sincere thanks to Miss B., and the rest of the 
ladies belonging to the Committee of your excellent Institu- 
tion, for their exertions on my behalf, trusting that the 
Lord will bless and prosper them in their endeavours to pro- 
mote its interests. I regret it is not more generally known 
with its advantages ; if that was the case, I am certain it 
would meet with greater encouragement. 

*' And now may the Lord grant you constant health and 
prolong your life to a distant period, for the promotion of his 
cause and interest, and finally grant you a crown of glory in 
His kingdom, is the humble prayer of 

*' Youn most respectfully* C.^' 
f2 
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AGENCY. 

EXTRACTS 

from Agenfs JaurnaL 

June 6tli, 1S40. 

**Two joang women daring the pnit week Imvo been 
placed hj your Agent as servants, in situations witb pioa» 
faoiiliet, and they bid foir to contribute largely to the com- 
fort of their employers. 

"Several mothers have expressed themselves grateful for 
tlie improvement evident in the general conduct and conver- 
sation of their daughters. Two elderly females liavc been 
taught to read the scriptures. A recent interview with mne 
of these will not easily bo forgotten by me ; weeping bitterly, 
she said, ' Nearly fifty years of my life has been spent in the 
most hateful sins, and how God can look in mercy upon me, 
I cannot conceive.' " 

'* On visiting the neighbourhood of Westminster, I entered 
a lodging-house for abandoned women. In a wretched apart- 
ment, a number of them were sitthig. I supplied each with 
a tract; (The Dying Penitent,) several of them said they 
could not read, but if I would sit down and read it to them 
they would feel obliged. I immediately complied with their 
request, and while thus engaged, I observed, that one of 
them, a youni? woman about two-and-twenty years of aife, 
was deeply affected. After some conversation, I found that 
she was not only willing but anxious to give up her sinful 
course of life, and to enter an Asylum. She has been con- 
sidered a suitable object for St. Bartholomew's Hospital.** 



July nth, 1840. 
*' My visit to Chelsea this week has been very encouraging. 
Several respectable individuals remarked to me the improve- 
ment observable in the neighbourhood since our classes com- 
menced. There are twenty-six girls in attendance, and the 
teachers express themselves highly gratified with tlieir con- 
duct." 

September 90th, 1 SiO. 
*< In my repeated visits to the neighbourhood of Saffron 
Hill, I have been led to feel very keenly the ignoraoee which 
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prevails among the female portion of the inhabitants of this 
populous district I have this week conversed with a num* 
her of females, some of whom are mothers of large families, 
who have no knowledge even of the alphabet I was mncti 
gratified to find several of these poor women presenting them- 
selves at the class, for the purpose of receiving instruction. 
In addition to twenty-five girls there were seven women who 
have promised to attend as often as circumstances will allow. 
Such was the anxiety of one mother thai her daughter might 
receive instruction » that she has consented to relinquish six* 
pence a-week in her daughter's wages, in order tlmt the girl 
might liave the opportunity, with the sanction of her em- 
ployer, to attend the weekly meetings." 

August 15th, 1840. 
*'l took an opportunity recently to reprove tlie girls at 
R.—^ Street for spending money on the Snbbath«day. They 
promised me they would discontinue the practice. On 
enquiry this week, I learned that they had strictly kept 
their word, and that the mother of one had also been induced 
to close her shop and attend a place of worship." 

August 32nd, 1840. 
<*Tfais week, according to instructions Irom the office, f 
visited S. H. : she is a young woman and is very anxious to 
be taught to read. She also appears earnestly seeking the 
way of truth.* 

September 1 2th, 1840. 
** I am happy to report that 8. H., is making considerable 
progress in r^ing. She begged for the loan of a Hymn 
Book, and is now able to commit verses to memory. At 
the present time she appears under deep concern about her 
soul ; the retrospect of her past life seems to liave inflicted 
a wound, which none but a gracious God can heal. Our 
first interview was very affecting ; with eyes suffused in tears 



* This young woman had been in Middlesex Hospital, in 
consequence of her husband's ill-treatment. While there^ 
she bad expressed a great desire to be taught t# read. She 
was in consequence, introduced to the notice of the Mission, 
by the Chaplain of the hospital. 
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she bade ne welcome, and after expreniDgr much j^ratitode 
for my visit, she observed, *^ The kindness I have experieneed 
from ttiose who love the Lord Jesus Christ, has so deeply 
impress<*d my mind that my former life of ignorance and sin 
appears mostl^atefnl to me.** Finding that she was in a very 
desponding state of mind, I read to her the Bind Psalm. 

September 10th, 1840. 
** The young woman, 8. H., is, I find, unhappily united itf 
marriage to a man of the moat dissipated and immoral faabitB* 
and to dreadfully averse is he to eveiy thing that is good, and 
so cruelly does he treat her, that her life is a continued scene 
of want and misery. Her husband has the means of keeping 
lier comfortably, but he spends nearly the whole of his wages 
away from home. She has a great desire to be admitted into 
tbe Indigent Refuge of the Mission, where she may be per- 
mitted to ' attend to the things which belong to her peace,' 
and, through the Mission, obtain a situation as a doraestie 
servant in a pious family.* 

October 8id, 184a 
** A short time since, your agent was requested to visit a 
wretched female at a house of ill-fame in Peter Street, 
Saffron Hill, who was seriously ill. Finding that there was 
dangor, I obtained adiiiissi(»ti for her immediately into Bari 
tbolomew Hospital. Her cose was pronounced hopeless, and 
though she expressed the most heartfelt gratitude for my 
visits, I could not prevail on her to mention the name of her 
family. She was resolved to die, unpltied and unbefriended 
by them, rather than hf;r relations should know of her stale 
and character. Death has terminated her existenoei but she 
never disclosed the name of her connexions. 

" Since her death, I have visited the inmates of the bous0 
from which she was removed, supplying them with tracts, and 
one of the young women has become exceedingly thoughtftil, 
and has entreated me to teach her to read. 1 trust the time 



* This was not deemed desirable, but means were taken, 
by the Mission, to place her again with her parents, and tbeji 
being too poor to keep her, a small sum per week was allowed 
by the Mission for her support. She has since returned to 
her husband, on a promise, on his part, of better treatment. 
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19 not distant, when she will be anziooi to become the inmate 
of tbe Probationary House.*' 

October lOtb, 1840. 
*' Tbis week I was called to yisit one of my scholars who 
is ill. Scarcely had I entered her room, when she exclaimed, 
' Teacher, I shall never find words to express my gratitude to 
you for having taught me to know and love Jesus Christ. 
Should we never meet again on earth, I trust we shall be 
permitted to meet in heaven.* She always possessed an 
amiable disposition, but her mother informed me that our 
meetings at Pentonville had been greatly blessed to her.** 

November 31st, 1840. 
'* A few days since, 1 was accosted in the street by a female 
who was carrymg a basket with fancy articles for sale. Hav- 
ing lost sight of her for several months, and there being a 
great alteration in her appearance, I did not at first recognize 
her. But she soon made herself known to me, and I then 
recollected the following circumstance. * It is now above 
12 months since 1 was visiting the wretched courts and alleys 
about Mutton Hill, on the Sabbath Afternoon, I had knocked 
several times at the door of a hovel« scarcely fit for a human 
being to exist in, before a voice desired me to walk in. I 
catered, and saw, stretched on a filthy bed, a woman in a 
dreadful state of intoxication. In the comer of the room, sat 
a little boy, with only a piece of rag tied round his waist, 
being the only article of clothing be possessed ; and in another 
part of the room was a number of pewter pots. The wretclied 
mother, on my addressing her, complained of ill-health, and 
trouble. But as she was not in a state of mind to derive 
benefit from anything I might say to her, I left her with tbe 
promise that I would see h^ again on the following Sabbath, 
and would then tell her the objects of my visit At our next 
interview, she was greatly confused, acknowledged that she 
was given to drink, but stated, that if she had but the meant 
wtiereby she could purchase a few fancy articles for sale, and 
thus get a livelihood for herself and boy, she would never 
drink strong drink again. 1 pUced but little reliance upon 
lier promise; nevertiieless, with the assistance of a few 
friends, I was enabled to give her the trial she wished, and 
also to procure a suit of clothes for tbe boy, who was now 
placed in a Sunday School. 
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*'Tbe poor wonmn has however kept her promite, and is 
now a cleanly, sober, aiid industrious person, and regularly 
attends the preaching of the GospeL" 



PROBATIONARY HOUSE. 
Letters to the Secretary of the Probationary Houu. 

*' Dear Madam, February 26, 1840. 

** I have, according to your request, sent Jane, who has 
now been two years with us ; and it is with much pleasure 
I beg to inform you, that she has hitherto conducted hto^f 
to my satisfaction, and I trust she is truly grateful, not to «• 
simply, but to her heavenly Father for saring her from de- 
struction." 

" Madam, December 4, 1840. 

" In reply to your letter of the Ist inst. respecting my ser- 
vant, 8. W., I beg to state she entered my service on the 19th 
of November 18^, and that she has conducted herself satis- 
factorily in her situation up to this time." 

^ Madam, December 38, 1840. 

" In complying with your request respecting my servant, 
I feel a pleasure in stating that, during the time she has been 
with us, she has conducted herself as a prudent, steady ser^ 
vant ; she is very obliging, and, I bdieve, very honest : bat I 
feel a fkr greater pleasure in stating to you, Madam, as yoo 
have her soul's wc^are at heart, that she is a changed charae- 
ter, and seeking the salvation of her soul. I trust that the 
advice given at your benevolent Institution will prove a lasting 
blesshig." 



*«* Several interesting facts, in addition to those hen 
given, will be found in the Report of the Mission, but as 
these facts have already appeared in this Magazine, it has 
been considered advisable not to insert them again in the 
pages of the Advocate. 
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HOW TO TEACH A CHILD TO LOVE THE SAVIOUR. 

SuppoflB the case — ft father compelled to leave his 
wife and child, and to sojourn in a distant land. In 
parting, he commits the unconscious infant to the 
care of the mother, and thus expresses the feelings 
of a father's heart — "I know not when I shjJl 
return ; the time may be near or far distant, lliis 
is my earnest request, that whenever I do, I may 
find my child acquainted with my love for it, and 
prepared to love me. Inspire it, if possible, with a 
desire to please me, and mould its character in con- 
formity to my view. To the ingenuity of your affec- 
tion I confide the task." How would the mother 
betake herself, in pursuance of this request ? Would 
she take the letter of the father, written to herself, 
and read them to the child, while yet its faculties 
were hardly unfolded ? Would she not fear by this 
method producing weariness and disgust? Much 
less would she attempt by a series of written ques- 
tions and answers, to be learnt by heart as a task, 
to interest the child in its father. Nor would she 
content herself by givmg a general description of 
his goodness. Would not a mother, thus circum- 
stanced, often talk to the child of its father, in lan- 
guage suited to its capacity ; relate anecdotes of his 
virtue such as the child could comprehend ; repeat 
the gracious sayings he had uttered, yet translating 
them into language intelligible to the child ? How 
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carefully would she guard against producing confa« 
sion, by entering into complicated details ; while she 
would love to dwell upon the most minute incidents 
that would arrest infantine attention. She would 
fear the consequences of giving set lectures — but 
would intersperse narrative with conversation, care- 
fully watching favourable opportunities for dropping 
a reflection. Verses in the father's praise would be 
familiar to the baby's lips ; yet even those would be 
taught with discretion, and not forcibly imposed. 
To infuse a principle of love would be the mother's 
aim, and she would strive to prepare the child for 
the performance of filial duties, chiefly by the 
strengthening of this principle. And has not Christ 
left his infant family with us ? Has he not given us 
a charge concerning them in the well-known words, 
— " Sufler the little children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven ? " Touching and comprehensive words ! 
Charge too imperfectly fulfilled ! How often have 
efforts been made to bring these children to their 
father's bosom, that have in fact driven them further 
from it ? Yet there are many mothers at the present 
time who are seeking to bring their children to 
Christ ; and we fervently pray that their number 
may be increased. 

P. D. 
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THE YOUNG WOMEN OF LONDON. 

No. 4.— XI8CELLANE0US OCCUPATIONS. 

Wb resume our articles on the Young Women of 
London, only premising that our present paper will 
be of a miscellaneous character. 

The last branch of business to which we referred 
in our article for March, was that of shirt-making. 
Another branch employing a considerable number of 
young female hands, is that of Furs, Caps, and 
Carpet Bags. It is impossible to ascertain the exact 
number of females who earn a liveUhood in this way ; 
but those most intimately acquainted with the busi- 
ness, estimate the number at 2,000. Mr. J. Lyon, 
of Finsbury, alone, employs about 300. In the Fur 
trade, there is a person called Chamber Master, who 
gets the fiirs, and the particulars of the way in which 
they are to be made up, from the warehouses of the 
merchants, and he arranges with other persons . for 
the execution of the work. The business is not a 
profitable one to the young women employed in it. 
The best hands rarely earn more than ten shillings 
per week ; while the earnings of many do not exceed 
six shillings. The average weekly earnings are 
about seven and sixpence or eight shillings. 

In the making of Umbrellas, which are generally 
supposed to be the workmanship of men, a consider- 
able number of females are employed. I^erhap? not 

Vol. IV. G * 
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less than 1»700 or 1,800 depend oA this branch of 
business for a livelihood, if such it can be called » 
where the average weeldy earnings are under six 
shillings, and where many procure no more than four 
shillings for their six days' labour. The largest 
house in this trade is that of Messrs. Samuels and 
Engel, of Goodman's Fields. The number of 
women usually in their employ, is from 450 to 550L 

In the Stay trade an immense number of young 
women are employed ; but as many of the LK>ndon 
houses employ females in the country, on account of 
the cheaper rate of wages, and as we have no data as 
to the number so employed on the premises, we are 
unable to distinguish between the amount of work 
done in the country and that executed in town. 
Comparatively few hands, we believe, are employed 
in this branch of business in London. The great 
country towns for the making of stays, are Ports- 
mouth, Plymouth, Ipswich, and Bristol. The great* 
est number of hands so employed in any house in 
London, is about 200. This is in' the house of the 
Messrs. Thomas, of Cheapside. The wages paid for 
stay-making are very poor. They do not exceed 
five or six shillings. Every pair of stays, before 
being exposed for sale, goes tiirough no fewer than 
nine different hands, and yet the cheaper sort are 
often to be bought wholesale, so low as fourteen or 
fifteen-pence per pair. 

In the Slop trade a great many females are con- 
stantly employed; and in this branch of bnsineet 
there is less fluctuation, perhaps, than in any other 
that could be named. In most of those we have 
already mentioned, the briskness of the trade varies 
with the seasons and other circumstances: in the 
slop business, consisting as it does of coats, jackets. 
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trousere, waistcoats, &c., which are necessarily in 
constant use, the variation is comparatively slight. 
The best information we have been able to procore, 
leads us to estimate the number of females employed 
in London, in the making of slop articles, at 3,000. 
Of this number, Mr. John Clarke, of Silver Street, 
City, employs nearly 700 ; while about 500 are in 
the employ of Messrs. Farrel and Bansfields. As 
the lower classes, or persons in reduced circumstan- 
ces, only purchase slop-work, the earnings of the 
poor females doomed to spend their da3rs and nights 
in this branch of business, are necessarily very 
inadequate. From five to six shillings per week 
are the average wag^s they receive. And yet it is 
one of the most laborious kinds of employment in 
which females can be engaged, — ^the material gene* 
rally consisting of fustian, corduroy, or cloth of the 
coarsest and roughest kind. The cloth is given out 
to the female tailors cut in different shapes, for coats> 
jackets, waistcoats, and trowsers, and is brought 
home by them in a finished state. For a waistcoat 
made in the best way, they usually get fourteen 
pence, and for a pair of trousers one shilling and 
sixpence. 

There is another branch of trade, and it is the last 
we shall at present mention, in which a large number 
of females, almost all young, are employed ; we 
allude to the Drapery business. The number em- 
ployed in drapers' shops, is supposed to be about 
2.500. In some of these shops there are as many as 
thirty girls occupied from morning to night at the 
eounter. These girls have, for the most part, re- 
ceived a fair education, and are remarkable for the 
gentility of their appearance and manners. They 
invariably board and live in the houses of their 
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employers. Their yearly salaries, in addition to their 
board and lodgings vary from 10/. to 30/. In per- 
haps about a dozen instances, when the parties are 
known to be very experienced shop-women, 35/. and 
40/. are given. In one single case, that oi a yonng 
woman who is, or lately was, in the employ of a 
house in filackfriars Road, the princely salary of 
100/. per annum was given. This young female is 
said to exhibit wonderful resources as a saleswoman. 
She discovers the character and peculiarities of her 
customers, as if by a species of intuition, and so 
completely adapts herself to them, that it is im- 
possible to withstand her insinuating manner, when 
pressing on them the purchase of articles. Her 
persuasive powers are so great, that she not only 
induces ladies to purchase articles for which they 
have no immediate use, but she also induces them 
to purchase three times the quantity they contem* 
plated before entering the shop, of those articles 
which they meant to buy. In many, if not most 
of the drapers' shops, a small commission, vary- 
ing according to circumstances from .one shilling to 
hfdf-a-crown per pound, is allowed to the young 
women who can prevail on customers to purchase 
shawls, gown-pieces, and other articles, which have 
gone out of Cushion. This commission is allowed 
them as an inducement to put all their ingenuity 
into requisition to get rid of articles which have 
ceased to be in demand. And some of the more 
ingenious of these saleswomen, thus add, we under* 
stand, very considerably to their fixed salaries. We 
know one instance in which a female, adds in this 
way on an av^-age, 110/. to her 40/. of salary, 
making in all, 150/. per annum. It is right, how- 
ever, to mention that we are not aware of any other 
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shop-woman who tarns her business-talents to an 
equally profitable account. 

We have thus glanced at the leadmg departments 
of business m which young women in London are 
extensively employed. The numbers, as nearly as 
a careful enquiry could enable us to ascertain, stand 
thus:— - 

Dress-maken •••»•••••.»• ..».•• 16,000 

Book*foldert « 2,500 

Stock-makers (supposed) • . 8,000 

Shirt-collar-maken 2,500 

Shirt-makers 4,000 

Fur, Cap, and Carpet Bag^-mdcers 2,000 

Umbrella-makers »..«..•, 1,800 

Stay-makers (supposed) •••..••• 1 ,500 

Employed in the Shop Trade • • . . 8,000 

Shop-women •• •••••.••• 2,500 

So that, in thefte ten branches of business alone, 
there are no fewer than 37,000 females employed ; 
almost all of whom are unmarried, and have no 
other means of support. Taking one line of busi- 
ness with another, and one female with another, 
the average wages earned by them« does not exceed 
eight shillings per week. Need we wonder then, 
that with such scanty means of maintaining them- 
selves, in a place where lodgings and provisions are 
so high, (especially when it is remembered, that in 
most cases, tiiey are expected to " go genteel in their, 
clothes,'' and have moreover, to work for so many 
hoars per day, before they can earn their miserable 
pittance) need we wonder, we say, that so many poor 
unfortonate creatures are to be seen walking the 
streets ? What, too, increases the danger of these 
unhappy females, forsaking the paths of virtue, and 
deviathig into those of vice, is the circumstance of so 
mafty of them being permitted to work together, 

o 2 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



78 THB tHOtTGHTLBSS Stt^OStl AWAKBNBD. 

without any responsible person being present to 
operate as a check upon them. In i^uch cases, the 
improper conversation of one female often corrupts 
the minds of numbers. 

We hope the facts we have stated, and the obser- 
vations we have made, in the course of these papers, 
will have the effect of drawing public attention to 
the condition of the young women of London who 
earn their bread by the labour of their hands. Their 
condition standi in urgent need, morally and socially, 
of amelioration, and whoever comes forward to make 
the attempt, will not only merit the gratitude of the 
poor creatures themselvesi but will deserve well of 
society. 

J. G. 



THE THOUGHTLESS SINGER AWAKENED. 

How often are the hearts of Christians made to 
ache by hearing words of deep and solemn import^ 
expressive of the deepest mysteries of our faith, or 
the highest aspirations of the renewed soul, sung 
by (it may be) an elegant and accomplished young 
lady, but >^hose tone and manner, too plainly indi- 
cate the only desire with which she sings them, is 
that of gaining admiration from her fellow mortals, 
and that she regards only the music of the piece, 
and sings it with no more feeling than she will 
bestow on the first baUad she takes up. 

An eminent minister of Christ some tiihe since, 
met in a circle of friends, a young lady distinguished 
for the excellency of her voice. She was delighting 
the company by the skill she displayed in singing a 
hymn, tiie sentiments of which the minister feared 
she did not feel. He approached the piano just as 
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she uttered the words, " Aogels shall waft my spirit 
home/' and laying his hand on her shoulder said 
with much solemnity and earnestness, " Stop« I 
cannot hear this, you know this will not be your 
happy case should you be called away in your present 
state." She was startled at his rebuke but en- 
deavoured to smile it off, and withdrew from the 
instrument to laugh and talk with friends. The 
party broke up and the faithfril servant of the Lord 
had well nigh forgotten the circumstance, when a 
short time since a gentleman called upon him, and 
recalling the whole to his mind, said that he was 
come at the dying request of the young lady he had 
once reproved, to assure him, " Angels had wafted 
her spirit home," and that she dated her conviction 
from his faithful and solemn address which she had 
never forgotten, and which, through the mercy of 
God, had been blessed to her conversion. Oh that 
Christians would learn to be thus faithful, and while 
themselves careful that in singing they follow the 
advice of the Apostle, 1 Cor. xiv. 15, they would also 
never allow others whilst accompanying music, to 
take the name of the Lord in vain to an extent they 
would not tolerate to hear if not thus disguised. 

Christiana. 



THE OBJECT OF MATERNAL ASSOCIATIONS. 

Matbbnal Associations are intended. 

First : — To produce a stronger conviction of ma- 
ternal responsibility. 

It is almost a truism to remark, that mothers have 
duties peculiar to themselves. These are not con- 
fined to the period of infancy ; nor do they ex- 
clusively relate to .the care of the body. They. 
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have to do with the formation of character. The 
effects of maternal inflaence, on sons as well as 
daughters, extend over the whole of their future 
life. The mother, of necessity, forms the earliest 
impressions, and these are always the most deep and 
indelible. Her affection possesses a power wluch is 
sometimes felt to be 8iq>erior even to the authority 
of a father. And the recollection of all that she 
was to him in childhood, will follow the man through 
every chequered scene of life, down to its very dose. 
Here, then, is a vast amount of power, which God 
himself has entrusted to woman's hand, and that for 
a high and sacred purpose. But there is a danger 
of even an affectionate mother losing sight of this 
responsibility, amidst the cares, the bustle, and the 
anxieties of life. This need not surprise us, when 
we consider how they press upon her, and how im- 
mediate and unremitting must be the attention which 
she gives to them. Whatever, then, can deepen or 
recall her sense of responsibility, must be viewed as 
most desiraUe. And this is one great object of a 
Maternal Association. Another is. 

Secondly : — ^To excite in the minds of mothers, a 
deeper sensibility as to the real condition of their 
children. 

What is their condition individually, as sinners 
before God ? They are " ready to perish," •• chil- 
dren of wrath, even as others." This is firmly 
bdieved by every Christian mother, but the impm» 
iion, the deep and influential feeling of it, is in 
danger of being weakened. Her child is daily and 
hourly by her side ; she sees all its winning ways 
and amiable dispositions; even those early indicm- 
tions of depravity, which she cannot fail to perceive, 
present the character of mere simplicity and childish- 
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ness ; aad thus, while she compassionates the hea* 
then abroad, or the grossly ignorant among her 
neighbours, her mind may ^ide into comparative 
ease or supineness, as to the real state of her own 
beloved offspring. From some passing event, she 
may receive an occasional impulse, producing some 
special effort of prayer or instruction ; but this is 
transient, it wants the advantages of habitual, syste- 
matic perseverance. One object of these Associ- 
ations is, to produce such an impression as shall be 
constant and powerful ; by conversation and reading, 
at stated and frequent oppcMtunities, to keep the 
subject before the mind. Their design is. 

Thirdly: — ^To lead mothers to exercise a more 
prayerful and vigilant control over their own spirit 
and temper. 

This is a most important result ; and unless the 
other considerations mentioned combine in forming 
this, they are of little practical utility. It is known 
to all, how vain it is to expect instruction to be really 
efiective, unless it is accompanied by consistent con- 
duct. The very looks are watched by children and 
servants ; and their influence may be of the most 
serious kind. But, as brevity is desirable, I must 
proceed to notice one more object of these Associ- 
ations, namely : 

To give encouragement under maternal trials and 
difficulties. 

To mention only those which a mother may meet 
with in the discharge of her duties to her children — 
her own early training may have been unfavourable 
or imperfect ; while the various tempers and con- 
stitutions of the children themselves may present 
many difficulties to perplex or to distress her mind. 
It is often a relief to find that others have had 
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Mmilar trials; and to learn bow they acted under 
them, or what means they foand the most successful, 
must obviously be most beneficial. For promoting 
this, as well as every other object specified, an 
Association of Mothers affords peculiar facilities, 
because they meet tbgether under the influence of a 
most entire sympathy with each other. It will, of 
course, be found that some possess a larger measure 
of experience, and some a more enlightened appre- 
hension of duty and responsibility than others ; but 
while these things must give weight to their prayers, 
their counsels, or remarks, it must be felt that all 
can fully sympathize in one another's circumstances 
and feelings. 



JEWISH FEMALES. 

Wb do not read that a Jewess was to be seen among 
the crowds of priests and the rabble who insulted 
the Son of Man, scourged him, crowned him with 
thorns, and subjected him to ignominy and the agcmy 
of the cross. The women of Judea believed in the 
Saviour ; they loved, they followed him ; they assisted 
him with their substance, they soothed him under 
afflictions. A woman of Bethany poured on his 
head the precious ointment, which she kept in a vase 
of alabaster ; the sinner anointed his feet with per- 
fumed oil, and wiped them with her hair. Christ, 
on his part, extended his grace and mercy to the 
Jewesses ; he raised from the dead the son of the 
widow of Nain, and Martha's brother, Lazarus ; he 
cured Simon's mother-in-law, and the woman who 
touched the hem of his garment. To the Samaritan 
woman he was a spring of living water, and a corn- 
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paBsiooate Judge to the woman taken in adultery. 
The daughters of Jerusalem wept over him ; the holy 
women accompanied him to Calvary, — brought balm 
and spices* and, weeping, sought him at the sepulchre. 
' Woman, why weepest thou ?' Ub first appearance 
after resurrection was to JiAagdalen. He said to her, 
' Mary !' At the sound of that voice Magdalen's 
eyes were opened, and she answered, 'Master/ 
'Die reflection of some very beautiful ray must have 
rested on^ the brow of the Jewesses. — 

Chatbaubriano. 



ZntelUgencf Sepsi tment 

[ We ha^c htcbI pltasarc in introdacinsr to the notico ot our 
- readers tlic fulluwini^ important Institution.] 

SCHOOL FOR TRAINING FEMALE SERVANTS, 

XX)NQDOir BBATR, NBAR UFTON-ON-SBYBUir, 
WORCB8TBR8H1RB. 

A cert^n number of Girls, from the National 
Schools, selected for their good conduct, are ad- 
mitted into this Institution, and Boarded, Clothed, 
and Educated, for two or three Years, at four 
Shillings a Week. 

Young Girls who have lost their Mothers, or 
who are otherwise so circumstanced as to make it 
desirable that a home should be found for them, 
are admitted from ten years of age, upon security 
being given for the payment of Four Shillings a 
Week for each Child: Ten Shillings Entrance will 
also be required with each Girl. They will be re- 
oeiyed from any part of England. — ^Tbe Schooling to 
be paid quarterly in advance. 
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These young Girls will be kept employed in rota- 
tion in the various branches of domestic service; 
one set will be relieved by another at proper periods 
in order that each Girl, in her turn, may be fully 
instructed in every department. When judged 
capable they will be placed i|i good situations. 

They are taught reading, writing, and the four 
first rules of arithmetic ; also plain cooking, and to 
make and bake bread, to wash and iron, and get up 
fine linen, to scour boards and clean furniture, with 
all other branches of household work. Two Matrons 
superintend each department of service. 

It is thought essential that the Institution should 
be a strictly religious one. To train up the English 
Girl in the path of humble duty, to teach her to love 
honor and succour her Parents, and to follow the 
steps of her blessed Redeemer, in life and in death, 
wil) be the single aim of those who direct her, under 
the guidance of her spiritual Pastors and Masters. 



MEMORANDA OF THE PAST MOKTH. 

Servants' Home. — Forty-five young women have 
registered for situations. Nine have been received 
as lodgers. Twenty-five families have been suited 
with servants. 

Indigent Rbfuoe. — Sixteen young girls have 
applied for admission. Five have been admitted, 
and seven have been clothed and placed out at 
service. 

Probationary House. — Applicants for refuge 
24; admitted 10; sent to District Asylums, or 
suited with situations, seven. 
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THE HARDENING TENDENCY OF SIN. 

A TAUE NABRATIYB. 

Thb subject of this paper was the daaghter of in- 
dustrious and pious parents, in Camden Town. 
Every child in the family was induced to purchase 
a copy of the Scriptures from the Bible Society in 
the neighbourhood, by weekly pence paid in dif- 
ferent instalments. The mother was a respectable 
monthly nurse, who assisted in supporting her 
family by attending the higher order of femides in 
their confinement. This occupation exposed her 
children to considerable dangers, which she en- 
deavoured to obviate, by intrusting them to the care 
of some neighbour, in whom she placed confidence. 
It happened on one occasion, unfortunately, that 
this confidence was deplorably and cruelly abused 
by one of those horrible characters, who with the 
worst intentions, conceal a depraved heart beneath 

specious appearances. I first saw Eliza R , 

about ten or twelve years ago, on a Sunday evening 
in summer. She was then a smart and good-looking 
child about fourteen years of age, and was diligently 
employed in reading her bible. I little thought 
that Mrs. G. with whom she was left, was at that 
time planning the ruin of this simple young 
creature. She first introduced her charge at the 
barracks of the Regent's Park, but I have not been 
able to learn in what station of life the original 
Vol. IV. H 
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betrayer moved. Be this as it may, she was from 
that moment lost to her parents, and her downfall 
was rapid and great. I find, however, that at one 
time, she alUed herself in a criminal intimacy with 
the lieutenant of a ship for nearly two years, at the 
end of which time he was called to join his vessel, 
and left her with a present of some money. This 
being soon expended, and her character being g^ne, 
she had no alternative bat starvation, or open 
transgression ; and accordmgly embraced the latter 
choice. 

This introduced her to the most depraved of both 
sexes, and broke down what might yet remain of 
the fruits of her early education. Hunger, des- 
peration, night-strolling, and drunkenness, com- 
posed the register of her days and nights ; and, 
hasteniug her progress to destruction, in a short 
time brought this once interesting child to the 
lowest depths of sinfulness and wretchedness. Her 
sorrowing parents, in the mean time^ were ignorant 
of her fate, and even left to conjecture whether she 
still existed on the earth. Her haunts were those 
of the most miserable and abject of her sex, chiefly 
in St. Giles's and Westminster. Disease at length, 
the loathsome consequence of this course of vice, 
drove her to the Lock Hospital, from whence, five 
or six years after her first elopement, during all 
which time she was lost to her friends, and 
abandoned to reckless evil, she wrote a penitent 
letter to her long-deserted parents, expressing an 
anxious wish to be taken back. On this occasion 
her mother applied to me for advice, dreading the 
danger of mixing such depravity with her young 
feunUy, who remained unoorrupted. As she was 
then in a bad state of health, I contrived to intro- 
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dace her to the Infirmary at St. Pancras workhouse. 
Here I had several conversations with her in the 
presence of the matron, and i!(tipplied her with tracts 
soitable to her condition, and urged her strongly to 
examine her own mind, veith a view to her entering 
the Magdalen Hospital, to which I took some pains 
in procuring her admission. But how dreadful an 
alteration had vice wrought in a few years in the 
body and mind of her whom I had last seen a 
guileless child, spending her Sunday evening in 
reading her Bible. T think that had the contrast 
between her first and second state been painted to 
her, or set forth in language sufficiently strong and 
vivid, she would have shuddered at her own abase^ 
ment, and the horror and shame might have con-^ 
duced, even then, to her reformation. She was now 
become most repulsive in her appearance, and I 
could not help saying to myself, is it possible that 
this can be the same serious observer of the Sab* 
bath, and student of the Scriptures, whom I saw 
only a few years ago ? What havoc does a course 
of depravity make even upon the outwjard frame. 

But even this was nothing to the transformation 
wrought in the character of her mind ; she was 
become sullen, violent, selfish, and unfeeling ; and I 
soon suspected that her penitence was feigned, and 
felt that I had, in attempting her restoration to 
virtue, undertaken a difficult task, and almost im- 
practicable without a miracle to accomplish. In 
talking of the Magdalen, she said she had no ob" 
jection to be taken thither, provided • she was not 
to stay long;' and when the miseries and horrors 
of her wretched wandering life, cold, hungry, and 
shelterless, the sport of every drunken reveller, the 
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associate of the worthless, the victim of watchmen, 
and the mipitied scorn of the public offices were 
laid before her, she replied with cool indifference, 
that she had no particular objection to her late 
coarse of conduct. She had now far, very far, 
evidently been alienated from any rehgious feeling, 
and become carnal, sensual, devilish. 

Thus matters went forward, until the evening 
preceding the day when it was appouited that she 
should enter the Magdalen. She then threw off at 
once the last semblance of a wish to reform, and 
declaring in coarse language, that she would not 
remain in that workhouse any longer, leaped the 
wall in the dusk, and disappeared among her former 
associates. Her parents, were now left for three 
years longer in a state of uncertainty as to her fate. 
The next account I had of this runaway, was an 
application from the Mendicity Society, on whose 
mercy she had thrown herself in the last extremity 
of destitution. On being asked for a respectable 
reference as to her account of herself, she gave 
my name as one well acquainted with her history. 
I directed the agent of the Society to her parents ; 
but on seeking her in the place which she had 
given as her residence, it appeared she was gone, 
the people of the house knew not whither. I 
well remember, — I never can forget, — the singular 
event of my inquiry on that occaaion. 1 was 
literally afraid to enter Lawrence Street, known 
in St. Giles's as the Rookery, and the receptacle 
of all desperate characters of both sexes, where 
the appearance of a decent stranger was likely 
to be hailed as the appearance of a victim. To 
accompany me, I prevailed on a respectable Surgeon, 
Mr. F , whose duties had long familiarized 
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bim with the place; and here we met, probably 
through his influence, with nothing but the 
utmost civility. In the house where Miza R. had 
lodged, which was a public house, I saw a large 
dormitory, in which the many beds were all crowded 
together ; and here I was told, that those unhappy 
creatures who could scrape together a few pence, 
obtained now and then tiie lodging of a whole or 
half night, and were thus relieved from their com- 
mon alternative, of a perambulation of the streets 
until morning. Upon inquiry respecting the habits 
of this unfortunate young person, I found them not 
in general different from the struggles with want, 
misery, and wretchedness, which are the lot of 
others of the same description. One thing how- 
ever gave me a ray of comfort, as it held out a faint 
hope that the depravity was not yet complete. I 
asked the landlady whether she had observed any 
one favourable trait in her character. 'Yes,' re- 
plied the woman, *I always remarked, that she 
preferred earning a few halfpence by cleaning my 
rooms, to the chance of wandering in the streets at 
night.' I remark this, as her biographer, as it was 
the first encouraging circumstance upon which I 
built my hope of her final restoration. In visiting 
this rookery, I saw standing under a gateway in a 
disconsolate mood, most miserably clothed, and 
bearing the ravages of disease in her face, a young 
and slender femcde, scarcely fifteen years of age to 
appearance, and evidently rummating on her ruined 
state, her blasted prospects, accusing herself of her 
folly, and remorseful for her crime. I inquired of 
her what other lodging houses there were in the 
court or alley ; in the hope of finding the object of 
my search, and with the utmost civility, and 
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elegance of manners, whicb shewed ber to have 
moved in higher life, and to have seen better days, 
she conducted us in our search. Dreadful and 
awful close of a brief life, had I had time to reflect 
on it. 1 there saw another young female, — ^but she 
had abandoned her course of vice, and received a 
temporary reception from the charity of the old 
tenant until she could obtain a place of service. 
She too was in a state of despondency ; and on my 
asking her why she did not go into service at once, 
she replied with a look of wUd despair, ' Who will 
take me from this place — ^who will take me without 
a character ?' Here then was another instance of 
that gulph of wretchedness, hopeless wretchedness, 
into which these young females plunge themselves 
by yielding in the hour of thoughtlessness to one, 
and that often a first temptation. 

But now to return from this digression. Eliza 

R had thrown herself into the workhouse of 

St. Giles's, from whence she was transferred to that 
of St. Pancras, and I was encouraged to hope, in 
spite of her confirmed habits of depravity, that her 
restoration to virtue was not impossible. She was 
still young, not more than one and twenty ; although 
she had run so long a career of vice, she had ex- 
perienced its bitterest fruits. Her prospects were 
closing in, and I gathered hope from her long ex- 
perience in wretchedness, in which hope I. was 
confirmed by another circumstance which had hap- 
pened previous to her first return. When an inmate 
of the Lock Hospital, I found her consciousness of 
her degradation had been extreme, and a sense of 
remaining dehcacy which she could not at that time 
overcome, had dictated her first letter to her 
parents ; so that after several attempts to talk with 
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her in the workhouse, even when the clerks and 
other servants assured me, I was losing my labour, 
since I knew not how lost the depraved creature 
was, and indeed everything that was bad, 1 would 
not entirely quit my hope, till I found that she mad^ 
a seccmd sally from the house, and quitting it as 
before, was once again lost in the crowds of the 
metropolis. Her mother, an excellent and religious 
woman, made every search for two years, but in 
vain; visiting all the haunts of crime, the courts 
and alleys of the worst character, seeking to obtain 
intelligence respecting her lost daughter; and now 
at last the time arrived, when the quest was to be- 
come successful, and when unexpectedly, and as by 
a miracle, the guilty child was to be reclaimed. She 
was found living with a man who had been a sailor. 
It was discovered that on his return from sea, he 
went, with the usual thoughtlessness of his class, of 
all places in the world, to Lawrence Street, St. 
Giles's, to this very rookery, in search of a com- 
panion for life. The person he selected was the 
subject of this memoir, and they had now lived, 
though without marriage, fedthful to each other for 
nearly two years. He was poor, but industrious; 
she had husbanded his savings, and as the best 
proof of economy, had entirely weaned both herself 
and him from the pernicious habit of gin-drinlpng. 
The mother, on discovering these facts, expressed, 
a mingled satisfaction and displeasure ; ' All this ia 
well^' said she, ' so far ; bat though I will not disp 
solve the intimacy, I must insist on its being in- 
stantly rendered lawful.* Upon which they both 
replied, that they had not the slightest objection to 
marriage^ save that they were too poor to bear ^e 
ezpences. Under this difficulty this young persoi^ 
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was a third time brought to me, and now her better 
habits had reduced both her frame and her mind, 
the former to the same slendemess of person, and 
the latter to the gentleness of disposition, of which 
she had given promise before she went astray. I 
found, from her conversation, that many nights in 
which she was driven by want to wander all alone, 
her feet were led to her native street, and she had 
frequently been tempted to knock at the door, and 
implore admission as a broken-hearted penitent ; 
but that irresolution, strength of passion, habits of 
idleness, and the fear of being repulsed, had as 
frequently driven her back. I likewise learned that 
latterly her mother had got into the habit of up* 
braiding her with her former courses, and the dis- 
tress which she had inflicted on her parents, ' O, 
mother,' said she, ' all this is true, but why will you 
speak to me continually of it ; I said, I i^tc^ all that 
you charge me with ; it was not I, but drink : I was 
mad ; but it is hard now to thwart my attempts at 
amendment, by always caUing back the days of my 
disobedience.' I took occasion to reprove the 
mother for this pertinacity of rebuke, and reminded 
her of the Parable of the returning prodigal, and of 
the conduct of his indulgent father ; I bdieve with 
good effect. As the parties lived in St. Giles's, I 
procured the publication of their banns, and pur- 
chased the marriage ring. Her mother contrived 
with some little aid to equip her for a decent solem-^ 
nization ; brought a respectable married brother to 
give her away, and, in short, having obtained per- 
mission of the rector, I had the pleasure of perform- 
ing the ceremony of uniting this couple, and after- 
wards making her a present of a Bible and Prayer 
Book, with her new and honest name inscribed 
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thereon. From the church they immediately re* 
paired to a Temperance Society, where they hound 
themselves to an obligation of teetotalism, which 
she has at least ever since-^and it is now nearly two 
years — observed with conscientious fidelity. Her 
husband, I am sdrry to say. has not been so faithful 
to his agreement. He has bursts and fits of 
inebriety, and then returns ashamed and sorry for 
his irresolution ; but shb is a thorough penitent, 
bears all uncomplainingly, and holds on in her lowly 
struggles — without ostentation and without swerving. 
On the following Sunday they accompanied her 
parents to their place of worship, and were soon 
after received into their house as inmates. Thus 
was Eliza R— — , after ten years of the most 
hardened wickedness, restored to her parents, and to 
society ; and she is now Eliza Edwards. 

The inferences I draw from this simple narrative, 
of which every word is truth, are first, the advan- 
tages of early religious education, which though lost 
for a time, will in the wisdom and ways of Frovi* 
dence appear. Like seed sown, it may lurk a long 
while in the ground, but it must produce, sooner or 
later, a full harvest. Secondly, the advantages re- 
sulting from every poor child in a family's being 
furnished with a Bible. That too, and its lesson 
may lie hid, but the treasure comes out in the end. 
Thirdly, the wonderful advantages of Temperance 
Societies; since (humanly speaking) in the case 
before us, had the vice continued, the restoration 
would have been next to impossible. Fourthly, that 
no human being, however far gone in sin, is to be 
despaired of, since when all the exertions of man 
have failed, the grace of God will, in its own way, 
furnish means for the conversion of a sinner. Even 
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in the rookery, there is a spark of virtue, — an ember 
of delicacy, — a remembrance of the past, capable of 
being fanned into a flame. 

Christian Ottardiatu 



EFFORTS IN SCOTLAND. 

Thb Scottish Ladies' Society, which has for its 
object the Reformation of the Destitute of their 
own sex in Prisons and other Institutions, intend 
soon to open in Edinburgh a shelter for women, 
who, without such aid, are in a situation of great 
distress and danger. When women, dependent for 
subsistence on their own labour, have once been 
detected in dishonesty, or have in any way entered 
the paths of crime, they may be penitent, but their 
character is gone : it is scarcely possible for them by 
their own exertions to find honest employment ; and 
thus they are very commonly driven by want to 
repeat their crimes, and live by preying on society 
in desperate profligacy. Hence, the obvious utility 
of some Institution by which such persons may be 
relieved from this most miserable difficulty; by 
which, when desiring to shun what is sinful, and to 
return to virtue, they may be supported and governed 
till their principles are strengthened, and their habits 
and characters so far improved, that respectable 
employment can be fairly obtained for them, and 
they may begin again an honest course of life. For 
this purpose, the Scottish Ladies' Society opened in 
the year 1836 a small Asylum, in one of the build- 
ings of the Queensberry House of Refuge, called the 
Solitary Wards, capable of containing five women 
only, with their matron. To that small extent the 
institution was so successful, that it is now proposed 
to establish it on a larger scale, where temporary 
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solitude may be followed by social training, and both 
accompanied by careful religious instruction. 

The aim will be — to withdraw the objects of the, 
charity from temptation and bad company — to sub- 
ject them to strict order, temperance, and industry — 
to impart to them religious instruction, lead them to 
serious reflection, and endeavour to impress their 
hearts — to teach them things useful in service, and 
for gaining an honest Hvelihood — to reconcile them 
to their parents and friends, when these are respec- 
table, and to procure for them re-admission to their 
homes, when those homes are desirable, — or to find 
employment for them in a locality as far removed as 
possible from the scene of their former crimes, but 
without concealing their true circumstances from 
those who engage them ; and on conditions suited 
to their state, and not likely to put them too much 
on a level with those who have maintained un- 
blemished characters — ^and to continue to them such 
a measure of protection and superintendence as shall 
serve both as a check and an encouragement. 

If this Institution be once put into full operation, 
it is hoped that it will be in part supported by the 
work of the inmates ; but for its establishment an 
earnest appeal is now made to the liberality of the 
public in aid of the funds which have been collected, 
but which are, as yet, altogether insufficient. It is 
well known that an Institution somewhat similar has 
for some years existed at Dean Bank, and been pro- 
ductive of very beneficial results. That Institution, 
however, is intended only for very young oflenders, 
and it is constantly crowded ; while many of more 
advanced years are reluctantly refused admittance ; 
in the course of one week, lately, no less than six 
applicants were so refused. 
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EKCOURAGEMBNT FOR TRACT DISTRIBUTORS. 

Many persons have been blessed to extensive use- 
fulness, and all who are bom of God desire earnestly 
the honour of labouring for the promotion of His 
glory; but a great number, particularly young fe- 
males, do not know how to set about it. They 
would willingly do something, but they know not 
what. To mention no other way in which they can 
work for God, the youngest, the most timid« may 
offer a tract to the passing stranger. 

A young woman, now resting in Jesus till the 
resurrection of the just, made it a rule to offer a 
tract to every person she met in her walks. One 
day as she was returning with only one left, she 
met near her own door, a smartly dressed lady, to 
whom she offered it, saying. " Will you do me the 
favour to accept this ?" The stranger did not appear 
pleased, and passed her rudely — ^The tract distributor 
entered her own house — she then missed the tract, 
and concluding that she had dropped it, thought no 
more on the subject. Some months after, however, 
a female called at her dwelling and being intro- 
duced to her, fell on her knees and "blessed her 
for having saved her soul ; " she was the smart lady 
to whom the tract had been offered ; she said she 
"had no intention of receiving it, but on reaching 
her house found it upon her." She was then lead- 
ing a disreputable life, but the perusal of that 
tract had been blessed to her, and she was come 
to thank the tract distributor, as the instrument 
under God of her salvation. Oh my dear sisters 
in Christ, cannot you go and do likewise? Re- 
member "she who converteth a sinner from the 
error of his way, shall save a soul from death, and 
hide a multitude of sins." 

Christiana 
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THE RECIPROCAL DUTIES OF EMPLOYERS AND 
SERVANTS. 

Thb moral degradation into which mankind are 
sunk by the fall, is a subject universally felt, and 
to be deplored. The pen of inspiration has depicted 
it in dark and awful characters : " Destruction and 
misery are in their ways, and the way of peace 
have they not known, their throat is an open se- 
pulchre, with their tongues have they used deceit, 
there is no fear of God before their eyes." And tl^e 
surrounding circumstances of life from day to day 
are big with the awful ravages which sin has made. 
Every grade of society, from the highest to the low- 
est, is under its fearful dominion ; the brute creation 
groans under the purse, and even the ground brings 
forth the fruit of sin — weeds, tares, briars, and thorns 
— as emblematical of the evils, and annoyances, which 
are continually springing up in our daily path. 

Among the bitters of domestic and social life, and 
which followp us in every turn and comer of our 
daily walk, i^ that painful source of evil which arises 
from the faithlessness and misconduct of servants, 
and the link which connects and entwines masters 
and servants together, is so strong, that it is impos- 
sible %o evade or shake off an association, which 
fastens itself upon all the afiairs of common life. 

It is a common saying, that the rich are dependant 

Vol. IV, I 
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upon the poor, and the wisest man has recorded in 
Holy Writ, that the rich and poor meet together, 
and the Lord is the maker of them all; society 
generally is that compact indissoluble chain which 
binds one fellow-being to another; the one is not 
strong, and the other weak, bat both are equally 
yoked together. 

The exact circumstances however, are not the 
same : some are to labour and toU, while others are 
to reap the fruits of their labour. The Lord has 
ordained difierent orders of men, for different pur- 
poses, but all is wisely organized, and different 
grades in society make up that one great compact 
which constitutes order. Now, in all this divine 
arrangement, there are mutual obligations due, and 
mutual services required. The whole frame-work of 
society is fitly united together ; the foot is not to say 
to the hand, I have no need of thee, nor the hand 
to the eye, I have no need of thee ; every part 
constitutes the whole finished plan of an aJil-wise 
Creator. While God in the beginning made man 
upright, and pronounced the work of his hand very 
good, sin has marred this fairest part of his creation, 
and the leaven of corruption works in all orders and 
degrees of men, from the palace of kings, to the 
meanest subject in this vast wide universe. The 
lower orders are sunk in very many instances below 
the brute ; murders, thefts, adulteries, and such like, 
are among the fearful catalogue of crimes which 
deluge the land; many plans are devised to stem 
this torrent of iniquity; civilization, and a moral 
change in their habits is aimed at; Temperance 
Societies are formed ; and schools multiplied l^yond 
calculation ; and while a moral change is greatly to 
be desired, and is worthy of much pains-taking to 
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ftccomplish, for the general good order of society ; 
yet nothing short of the same Almighty power, 
which framed the world with all its beautiful furni- 
ture, can change the stubborn character of man's 
depraved heart* making it humble* gentle and teachi- 
able, ready to every good word and work. Such is 
the great gpiritual (not moral) change which will 
make servants obedient to their masters, not with 
eye-service as men-pleasers only, but as serving the 
Ijord, in all that honesty, chastity, sobriety, and 
godliness, which can adorn the character of a Chris- 
tian servant ; one fearing God, and working righte- 
ousness. These are the servants that will be found 
fEuthfiil to their trust, obedient to those who have 
the rule over them, not wasting, or purloining, or 
joining hands with fellow-servants in wrong and 
robbery, but watching with all fidelity and careful- 
ness over the interests of their employers. In the 
present day, the great evil to be deplored, with 
regard to servants, is, a love of dress beyond their 
station ; lax discipline in families, and other evils 
tending to foster indolence. While luxury and ex- 
travagance pervade all classes of society, more or 
less, it must have a tendency to corrupt the morals 
of female servants especially, who are associated in a 
much closer degree with their masters and mistresses 
than male servants. There is an old adage, but a true 
one, that example goes further than precept, advice, 
and council lose much of its weight, if it wants con- 
sistency in example. The point now to be touched 
upon, and which is of infinite moment with regard 
to servants, is the Sabbath. It is a painful fact, that 
many Christian families who cannot reconcile it to 
their conscience not to give their servants an oppor- 
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tunity of attending a place of worship at least tmce 
a day, find this privilege so awfully abused, that it 
almost deters them from sending them out on the 
Sabbath. Plans are often laid in the week, and 
engagements made for walks or rides instead of 
going to church, and thus, what is intended for their 
soul's good, turns out to be most injurious; and 
families, who for conscience' sake, do not like to 
have food dressed on this day, too often find that 
the morning is either spent in vacant idleness or 
sinful practices. 

To remedy these evils, it is difficult to devise any 
plan, for while it is pleasing to see even the outward 
observance of the Sabbath, it is the Lord alone who 
can make the heart to love and revere this holy day ; 
it is his gift alone that in any station of life, we do 
unto Him true and laudable service. Those servants 
who truly honor the Sabbath, and keep it as unto the 
Lord, will assuredly be faithful to theur trust during 
the week. 

When we reflect on the infinite condescension of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who though he 
was rich, yet for our sakes became poor, that we 
through his poverty might become rich — He who 
as touching the Godhead was equal with the Father, 
not only taking upon himself our nature, but honor- 
ing a state of servitude, by taking upon himself the 
form of a servant, how should it tend to repress 
every feeling of pride and discontent, which may be 
cherished by servants, especially, when called upon 
to perform any menial office. Has He not set them 
an example of humility, beyond what any human 
system can teach ? saying, '* I came not to be minis- 
tered to, but to minister;" and carrying this out 
almost to the latest period of his sojourn here, by 
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^ding himself with a towel and washing the disci- 
ples' feet.-^ohn xiii. 

We cannot close these brief remarks without ad- 
verting to a notorious failing in the character of 
many servants. Dr, Young says, " I give him joy 
that's awkward at a lie ; " there cannot be a more 
sure criterion of unsoundness of character, and want 
oi Christi£^n principle, than is manifested in the 
readme^s to tdl an untruth. A liar is not to be 
trusted under any circumstances; the most fearful 
judgments are recorded in Scripture to have fol- 
lowed the sin of lying, to name only two instances, 
read* Acts v., 2 Kings v. Oh that these awful 
examples of a sin so fearfully prevalent in the pre- 
sent day, may lead, not only children and servants, 
but ourselves also, to consider the heinous offence of 
an untruth! it needs correction where it is often 
palliated and made light of : a righteous man hateth 
lying, and whether it serves his interest, or is op- 
posed to it, he will neither directly or indirectly 
sanction or connive at it. There is a tenderness of 
conscience implanted by divine grace, which makes a 
Christian servant valuable, even to unbelieving mas- 
ters and mistresses ; a truly godly servant cannot lie 
nor steal, and though they will not honor the princi- 
ple, as connected with a Christian profession, they 
will appreciate such servants for their own interest' 
sake. There are no circumstances whatever, that 
can make an untruth excusable ; it is better to suffer 
than to sin, " The lip of truth," says Solomon, 
" shall be established for ever, but a lying tongue is 
but for a moment." 

Many famiUes actually instruct, and order their 
servants to tell untruths, by being denied to friends 
and persims who call at their house. It is quite 

i2 
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sufficient, and could not give any just cause of 
ofitence, for a servant to be directed to say that 
her master or mistress is at home, but engagedi 
It is impossible to lay down any direct rule for a 
servant's conduct, at all times, but in all cases they 
are to obey God rather than man ; and while sub- 
ordination to superiors is strictly to be enforced, it 
should never be at the expense of truth. Masters 
and mistresses should make a conscience of not re* 
quiring of their servants anything but what is lawful 
and right, knowing that they also have a master in 
heaven. It is worthy of notice, that in the confession 
of Courvoisier, lying was his besetting sin ; he says, 
" It has been my evil habit to have always a fifidse- 
hood in my mouth," and to what awful results did it 
tend — to murder — and to death ! 

It is impossible to write or speak on the particular 
duties and calling of servants, without, at the same 
time, reminding masters and mistresset of what is 
expected on their part; duties are of a reciprocal 
character in every relation of life. A bible and 
prayer-book should not only be provided in every 
kitchen, but leisure afforded for their perusal ; family- 
prayer should be regularly conducted night and 
morning, if possible, at a given time ; regularity in 
every department is the best method of training ser- 
vants, and making them punctual in the discharge of 
their duties ; habits of cleanliness and good order 
should not only be inculcated but enforced, and every 
thing required, should be done with all that nicety 
which can tend to the comfort of a well-ordered 
family. 

There is unhappily a spirit of independence mani- 
fested by many servants which is very unbecoming ; 
they will scarcely tolerate or bear reproof of any 
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kind, even the slightest remonstrance often leads 
them to give notice to quit. This line of condact often 
tends to unsettle other servants, and thus an evil 
example is frequently the means of unsettling families 
who are worthy of better treatment. 

It is weU to avoid taking servants who are fond of 
change ; and if a more rigid scrutiny were made with 
regard to character, and fiamilies would only act in 
tlus matter faithfully towards each other, a better 
race of servants might be expected as the conse- 
quence; for it would act as a check to improper 
conduct among servants generally. There is a glos*^ 
9img over of vicious conduct, which is very sinftil. 
Some families will almost wink at anything if a ser- 
vant suits them, rather than lose her services. 
Whereas, a want of capacity is better borne with, 
than flagrant misconduct ; and even a dull servant, 
with a good character, should be more estimated 
by her employers, than a clever servant, who is 
viciously inclined. And oh ! let servants ever bear in» 
mind that, after the most faithful service to man, they 
are but unprofitable servants in the sight of Him 
who seeth not as man seeth, and knows every secret 
movement of the heart in all its diversified tunings ; 
that heart which, as Jeremiah has declared, is deceit- 
ful above all things and desperately wicked. This is 
declared of every fallen child of Adam, and the 
cleansing blood of Jesus, and the power of the Holy 
Spirit, must change and convert the soul. There is a 
propensity in human nature to self-righteousness, and 
self-exaltation; but that God who searcheth the heart 
and trieth the reins, has assured us by the mouth of 
his holy prophets and apostles, that by the merits 
and death of his beloved Son alone, we stand accepted 
in his sight. He is exalted as a Prince and a 
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Saviour to give repentance and remission of sin. 
And in Him, there is neither Jew, nor Greeks there 
is neither bond, nor free, there is neither male, nor 
female, for as God is no respeotor of persons, as to 
outward distinction, so are ye, fiho are under grace, 
all one in Christ, 

*' Let all those whom thou mayest own for thy 
children, most, gracious Father, be united in hxAy 
bonds of love, bearing one another's burdens, and 
joining together to advance the honor of thy name, 
and to show forth thy praise ; and at last may mas- 
ters and mistresses, and servants, make up that one 
great family, which no man can number, and unite 
in ascribing, " Glory and Praise to Him who sitteth 
upon the throne, and to the Lamb for ever ! " 

R . 

THE GIFT. 

L , 1841. 

Dbar Sir, 

I am, as you are aware, a collector for several 
Institutions, of which the London Missionary Society 
is, one. Nearly three years ago, my father gave me 
a pear-tree, the produce of which was to go with 
any subscriptions I might obtain to aid the funds of 
that excellent Instituticm. One year it produced 
fruit to the value of nearly three pounds. To my 
sister also my father presented an appHe-tree, to 
assist the funds of the Bible Society ; this tree pr6« 
duced, as its first offering, the sum of 4/. 2^. 6d. ; 
and now I am happy to inform you, that my beloved 
parent has kindly promised me an apple-tree for 
the London Female Mission, provided you can 
dispose of the fruit among the friends of yowr 
'^ociety. A kind friend has promised to bring the 
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fruit to London, and to deliver it in any part of the 
metrop(^, at a small expense. And now I have 
only to add that the fruit of our orchard is very 
excellent, and that my father devotes the best trees 
to charitable purposes. 

Wishing you much prosperity in your excellent 
Society. I am» &c. 



THE COMMON EXCUSE. 

«THB CALLS ARB SO MAVT." 

This is one of the most common complaints of those 
who are called upon to contribute to charitable 
objects. " The calls are so many," they say. Now, 
let us inquire into this matter. 

1 . Are they really so many ? Reckon them up. 
Perhaps they are not, after aU, so many as you 
imagine. Anything which annoys us, at intervals, 
is apt to be considered as coming oftener than it 
really does. When a man has rent to pay, how 
frequently quarter-day seems to come round ! But 
it is not so with him who is the receiver. The calls 
are not, in fact, so many as you imagine. I asked 
a wealthy lady once, who thought she gave a great 
deal away in charity, to keep an accurate account 
for one year of all she gave away, particularly to 
the religious charities, (which are those that are 
most complained of,) and I predicted that she would 
find, at the close of the year, that her donations had 
been less than she imagined. She did so ; and at 
the end of the year came to me, and said she was 
perfectly ashamed to find that she had spent so 
much, and given so little. She found that the calls 
were not " so very many." 
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2. If the calls are so many, yet do not make that 
a reason for refusing them all. I fear that some do. 
Bat sm'dy that the calls are so many is no reason 
that you should not comply with some of them. It 
is only a reason why you should not comply with ali. 
Meet one half of them generously, if you cannot 
meet them all. You acknowledge that there ought 
to be some calls when you complain that they are so 
many. 

3. If the calls are many, are they more than the 
wants P Ought they not to be as many? Would 
you have the calls fewer than the wants? That 
would never do ; — then some wants would never be 
supplied. Besides, you should consider who makes 
or permits the wants, and therefore the calls, to be 
so many, lest your complaint cast a reflection on 
Grod. If the calls are so many — too many, and we 
must dispense with some, which shall they be ? 
"Widows and orphans, and the poor generally, you 
dare not, as you fear God, except from your cha- 
rities. Will you refuse the call of the Bible agent, 
or the Tract agent ? Will you withhold from Foreign 
Missions, or from those who are seeking to enlighten 
and bless the heathens at Home ? 

4. If the calls you receive are so many, suppose, 
in order to avoid them, you make some. Turn col- 
lector for some society, and you will see how much 
more pleasant it is to make calls than to receive 
them. We will excuse you from contributing if 
you will solicit. " But that you would not like at 
all." You cannot bear begging. ** It is the most 
unpleasant thing in the world to apply to people 
for money." Very well ; if you decline this branch 
of the alternative, then do not complain of the 
other. If you will not turn out and make the calls. 
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yw must sit atiU and receive them. It is the easier 
part ; and you ought to he good-natured when you 
receive one of these calls — ay, and even grateful to 
the person who comes to you, that he affords you 
another opportunity of offering one of the sacrifices 
with which God is well pleased, without going out 
of your way to do it. Others must walk about to do 
good, but you can sit still and do good. 

5. If the calls are so many, this importunity will 
not last long. Not more than seventy or eighty 
years does it ever continue. If it is an annoyance, 
you can bear it a few years. In eternity you will 
never receive these or any other caUs. / knew 
several rick men whose last calls were made on them 
in 1840. 

Do these calls pester you? They bless others. 
Yonder is a poor woman reading the bible which 
your money paid for ; and there is another weeping 
over a tract which she owes to your donation ; and 
there is a third blessing the good people that sup- 
port Female Missions; and there is a heathen 
mother, who perhaps would have immolated her 
child if your contribution had not helped to send 
her the Gospel. Dear friend, do not complain, but 
welcome every call ; treat all the agents with civility, 
and do as much as you in any way can for the various 
benevolent objects ; for " the time is short." 



A GOOD EXAMPLE. 

" Thb enclosed money is forwarded to the London 
Female Mission, it comes from one family, and may 
afford satisfaction to know that the reading of the 
tract. No. 1, Penitentiary Series, was the means of 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



108 MEMORANDA OF THE MONTH. 

exciting a feeling of great interest for the unhappy 
class of persons whose rescue is contemplated by 
the Society; 1^. is forwarded from the female ser- 
vant with a wish that a testament may be pur- 
chased ; 2s. from the mistress ; and 5^. from another 
member of the house, which will be continued an- 
nually." 

Guildford, Surrey, May, 1841. 



MEMORANDA OF THE MONTH. 

The number of applicants for admission to the 
Probationary House during the month was 39 ; 
of these 15 only could be received, five young 
women after a term of probation have been removed 
to District Asylums, and three who were placed out 
at service from the Probationary House, have at- 
tended at the Asylum, and received rewards for con- 
tinuance in their places. Two of these had been in 
their situations one year each, and the other upwards 
of two years. The testimony given by their employers 
was very satisfactory ; and it was also pleasing to 
find that habits of saving had been acquired, and that 
they had each a little fund in the Savings' Bank. 

Skrv ants' Home and Rbgistrt. — Forty-nine 
servants have registered for situations. Twelve 
have availed themselves of the temporary shelter 
of the Home, as lodgers. Twenty- three families 
have been suited with servants from the Registry. 

Indigent Rbfuob. — Of twenty- one indigent 
young girls who applied to be received into this 
Asylum, 13 after investigation, were found to be 
suitable, and admitted to the full advantages of the 
Institution. Seven young women have also been 
clothed and placed out at service. 
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THE OBLIGATION OF FEMALES TO ASSIST IN 
THE,EXTENSION OF CHRISTIANITY. 

It has been so often reiterated as to have become 
one of the trite observations which may scarcely be 
uttered to the ear of taste, that woman is specially 
indebted to Christianity — ^that to it the females of 
this country owe their position in society, with the 
namberless advantages which result from it; and 
the cultivation of mind which is now their portion — 
a cultivation generally diffused among them, not con- 
fined to a few extraordinary individuals, as it was in 
even the most polished nations of heathen antiquity. 
Yet, trite and common -place as this truth hf^now be- 
come, it is but too little remembered with the gratitude^, 
which it ought to awaken, and the conduct which ougfati 
to be the result of a profound impression of it. The 
woman of cultivated intellect and refined manners 
considers herself justly entitled to the place she hM& 
in society ; and perhaps would never dream of ac- 
knowledging that she owes it to any besides her own 
merits. . It is quite true, that such a situation is her 
right ; but it is Christianity which has given her the 
possession of that which rightly belongs to her. and 
which has bestowed upon her the means of being 
fitted for the station she occupies. It would seem 
almost an insult, to tell a polished and intelligent 
woman, possessed not merely of beauty and rank. 
Vol. IV. t, 
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but of wit, and accomplishments, and extensive in- 
formation, that but for the prevalence of the religion 
of Jesus Christ, she would in all probability have 
been as the servile, slave-like inhabitant of the forest 
wig- warn ; or as the babe- destroying mother of far 
distant islands ; or at best as the fair and jewelled, 
but listless captive of an eastern prison, treated by 
her haughty lord as a being without a soul. The 
idea is abhorrent to her pride, and repulsive to every 
feeling ; yet it is not on that account the less con- 
sistent with truth. If it be, as it most certainly is, 
a truth, surely she owes to Christianity, or rather to 
its author, a debt which she can never repay, and of 
which the devotedness of her whole life is not too 
much to express her acknowledgments. If she be a 
Christian in heart, not merely in name, if she has 
accepted the precious salvation which the gospel 
offers, she will feel that, even had no additional tem- 
poral blessings been bestowed upon her, the spiritual 
treasures of which Christianity has put her in pos- 
session, are such as to call forth gratitude which 
shall induce her to consecrate all her energies to the 
service of Him who has redeemed her from sin and 
wretchedness, even at the cost of his blood. This 
is a consideration which presses upon all who have 
found the blessings of Christ's salvation; but the 
female sex have, in addition to it, the obligation 
arising from their having been raised from the lowest 
debasement to their proper rank, and their rightful 
privileges, in the present life ; therefore, a still 
deeper devotedness to the service of Christ, may 
justly be expected of them, than of the other sex. 
Is it in reality so ? Do females in a Christian coun- 
try generally feel their unspeakable obligation to 
express their graititude to their liord and henefiactor. 
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by making his glory the sole object of their lives ? 
Let the wasted time, and the frivolons pursuits 
of the great majority of women, answer the solemn 
question. To what are their lires for the most 
part devoted, but to the various forms of "busy 
idleness," — dress, useless accomplishments, and 
gaiety,— or to the better, ^ but still selfish enjoys 
ment of domestic comfort,— -and w a few instances, 
to the pursuit of literature — ^pursuits and enjoyments, 
lawful in themselves, but rendered too frequently 
isihfiil, by being made the supreme object of life. 
Even those who are Christians indeed, feel too Uttle 
the ties which bind them to the service of their 
Redeemer, and often extend their endeavours to 
proi&bte the spread of his gospel, little beyond the 
precincts of their own family, if, indeed, they do not 
stop at communicating to their children alone the 
truths of Christianity, embracing not even the ser- 
vants who are placed beneath their roof. That a 
mother, who feels the love of Christ, should refrain 
from speaking of that love to her children, is surely 
impossible ; but it is to be feared that many Chris- 
tians go no farther. The spirit of the gospel, indeed, 
requires that a woman should avoid publicity and 
ostentation in her endeavours to do good, but there 
is a very wide sphere in which she may exert herself 
in perifect accordance with her feminine character. 
In the sending of missionaries to the heathen, in the 
distribution 'd[ the word of Grod, and of religious 
books and tracts, in visiting the sick and the poor, 
and -in instructing the young, she may find ample 
occupation for her time uid talents. The first con- 
cern of every Christian woman is doubtless at home ; 
and it is by discharging aright the various duties 
which Uft within that sacred sphere that, in the first 
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instance, she ought to sedc to glorify her Redeemer 
by a life and conversation becoming his gospel. She 
must neglect nothing which is connected with the 
real good of her own family, in order to be usefnl 
abroad, but must study to promote the true interest 
of her family circle, by performing her proper part, 
whether as the head or as one of the subordinate 
members of the family. Thus will she best advance 
the cause of Christ among those in whose welfare 
she is most deeply interested. 

But there are few females, perhaps there are none, 
who must confine their efforts to their own house* 
hold. There are comparatively few who have not a 
mite to spare for the great purpose of the gospel, to 
those who are ignorant of its life«giving truths ; and 
in the majority of instances where limited resources 
are pleaded as an excuse for withholding the boon, 
it is owing to the fault, not the misfortune, of the 
individual who pleads it, that her resources are thus 
limited. You enter the drawing-room of a friend* 
whose rank and fortune entitled you to expect suc- 
cess. When you request her assistance in the fur- 
therance of some important scheme of benevolence 
for the reHef of suffering humanity ; — ^you tell her 
of the misery and degradation into which many 
thousands of her own sex have sunk — of the dread- 
ful sufferings of body and of mind which they are 
enduring — of the many who in order to escape the 
pangs of hunger, and the stUl deeper pangs of a 
guilty conscience, rush unbidden into the presence of 
tiieir Maker — you dwell upon the fact that there are 
hundreds of the degraded wanderers of our streets* 
who, young in years and young in crimes, are anxi- 
ously applying for refuge at our Penitentiaries, but 
cannot be received for want of funds — ^you plead 
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with her for a portion, a small portion, of her abun«- 
dance; but you are tdd with a bow and a smile, 
that she positively has not any thing to spare^that 
she is so frequently called upon to contribute to cha- 
ritaUe institutions, as to have the little fund she 
appropriates to such purposes speedily exhausted. 
You plead but for a mite ; you try to awaken her 
sympathies, but in vain ; and you retire with a heavy 
heart, half discouraged in the efforts you have re- 
solved to make for Sie perishing outcast. In a few 
days you meet her ^ain ; it is in a feushionable shop 
in town ; a piece of elaborate fancy-work is brought 
from her carriage, composed of costly materials, and 
she must have it suitably mounted. It is to form a 
piece of nearly useless furniture, yet, the cost of 
completing it will be several guineas. You remark 
gently, My dear *— — last week you were too poor to 
give one guinea, nay, one shilHng, toward the rescue 
of the fallen, you seem to have grown rich again. 
By no means, is the reply, I am reidly in poverty, but 
afrer havii^ been so industrious as to finish this 
difficult work, you know it must be properly disposed 
of. There is another friend whom you wish to en- 
gage in a work of benevolence, which would occupy 
a small portion of her time ; and you find her seated 
at her harp. She hears your request with politeness, 
but protests that her time is too fully occupied to 
admit of her compl3nng with it. She has just been 
stimulated to attain greater proficiency in music, and 
has resolved to spend at least three hours every day, in 
practising. She is also engaged in painting a chess-- 
board, each division of which is to contain a finely 
executed miniature, so that she has scarcely leisure 
to pay her^requiffltei nmnber of morning visits. Such 
frivolitiea of the upper ranks are copied, although in 
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an humble style, by those in the lower grades of 
society, and thus are frittered away the money and 
the time, which, if rightly applied, might have 
^ected the noblest purposes. 

Females in a Christian country, you who owe to 
the gospel of Jesus Christ all that you hold valuable 
in time, your station in society, your cultivation of 
mind, your place in the domestic circle of equality, 
and respect, and tenderness ; Christian females, you 
who are united to the Saviour by a true and living 
faith, which recognizes him as the purchaser of your 
sanctification here, and your everlasting happiness 
hereafter, — ^the author of the hopes which stretch 
forward from time into eternity, let the double obli- 
gation enkindle double gratitude ; let every advantage 
you have received be devoted to the glory of him 
who bestowed it ; let every energy be employed in 
his service ; and let your whole Hfe be consecrated 
to the praise of your God and Saviour— your Bene- 
factor and Redeemer. Let the glorious consumma- 
tion of the afiiEurs of this world be frequently the 
subject of your meditation — ^the time when the king- 
doms of this earth shall have become the kiagdoas 
of God and of Christ; when all naftWM diall be 
blessed in the Saviour, and all piBlfe ^lall call him 
blessed ; when they that dm^ m Ohe wilderness shall 
bow before him, and faii enemies shall Uck the dust ; 
when the king» of Tarshish and of the isles shaU 
bring presests, the kings of Sheba and Seba shall 
offer fflttB ; yea, all kings shall fall down before him ; 
aM nations shall serve him ; when the shout of 
jubilee shall echo from shore to shore — "Halle- 
lujah! for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth!*' 
What felicity is there on earth comparable to that (rf 
assistipg the progress of a work which is to issae 
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in 80 glorious a consummatiou ? Let the thought 
stimulate you to untiring labour in the sacred cause 
of your Redeemer, and to respond with active exer- 
tion to the genuine sentiment of every truly Chris- 
tian heart. 

" Come, Lord, and, added to thy many crowns, 
Receive yet one — the crown of all the earth. 
Thou who alone art worthy ! " 

D. C. F. 



THE LOST. 

Let none say. Had we warned of their danger the 
souls which are now lost, the warning would have 
been unsuccessful. We have no right to cherish 
such a persuasion, and in no relation but this would 
it be tolerated for one moment. To show the jus- 
tice of this assertion, suppose the following case : 

Some rebels have been convicted of high treason : 
the q^mtton of their guilt admits of no doubt, and if 
any deserve death for rebellion they do. The king, 
whose authority they had attempted to subvert, had 
been their personal friend, and had loaded them 
with favours : their treachery, therefore, had all the 
aggravation of the basest ingratitude: their con- 
demnation excites no surprise ; it was expected by 
every body. The fatal morning arrives, and crowds 
assemble to witness their execution : there is but one 
sentiment as to the atrocity of their crime, and no 
one imagines that their lives will be spared. The 
monarch however, resolves to exercise his prerogative 
of mercy : as an act of pure sovereignty, he de- 
termines not only to spare, but on certain conditions, 
to offer them a ^1 pardon. A great while before it 
is day, every thing is arranged for carrying into 
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effect his gracious purpose : the necessary document 
is no sooner prepared than it is put into the hands of 
one of the attendants in waiting, who is informed of 
its contents, and instructed to proceed on the errand 
of mercy with all possible despatch. There is time, 
abundant time, for him to reach the place of intended 
execution before the fatal moment ; but he loiters on 
the way. Who would imagine the charge with 
which he is intrusted ? At length he arrives, bat 
just too late : the drop has fallen — the last straggle 
is over — the culprits have entered eternity ! Let the 
crowd be told of his cruel indolence, and what would 
they say ? The very men who thought the sentence a 
righteous one would charge him with being a mur- 
derer. Suppose that, to evade the imputation, he 
should unfold his commission, and say, '* I deny it to 
be a pardon, it is only the offer of one, and it is such 
an offer as would not have been accepted ; it contains 
some very humiliating conditions: the rebels, in 
order to be spared, were to make a full confession of 
their guilt ; they were to go through the streets of 
the city, and to the gates of the palace, with ropes 
round their necks, acknowledging the justice of their 
original sentence, and ascribing the preservation of 
their lives to the royal clemency of him whose 
government they had attempted to subvert. I knew 
the men ; I was perfectly assured that they would 
never submit to such terms as these, and there- 
fore I thought it of little consequence whether I 
brought the document or not. On the whole, I 
regret that I came to late ; but had I been eaiiier 
the result would have been the same." Can we 
imagine that the crowd would have patience to listen 
to such a defence ? or haying heard it, would think 
it satisfactory ? A thousand voices would ^daim, 
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*' Wretch! murderei! tell us not what those men 
would not have beenwilling to do ; you were sent 
to give them an opportunity of being willing to do it ; 
and as they lost tiiat opportunity tlurough your negli- 
gence, they owe their death to you." Should he 
escape being torn in pieces on the spot, what account 
would he ^ve to the king who sent him ? Would 
he dare to insinuate that if the offer of mercy had 
been made in sincerity, it would have been expressed 
in different terms, and committed to a more trust- 
worthy messenger? 

" If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn 
unto death, and those that are ready to be slain ; if 
thou sayest. Behold, we knew it not ; doth not he 
that pondereth the heart consider it ? and he that 
keepeth thy soul, doth not he know it ? and shall 
not he render to every man according to his works ?" 
Prov.xxiv. 11, 12. 

I was once called to visit in her last illness a young 
woman of good understanding, who had lived three 
years in a professedly Christian ftmuly, and had all 
that time attended public and domestic worship as 
part of her agreement, but who did not know that 
she had a soul, or that Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save sinners : her mistress had never given 
her that information. She went when others went, 
knelt when others knelt, heard all, and understood 
nothing : not one word of all the sermons and 
prayers she had attended had fastened on her mind, 
or excited a single inquiry. And it is by no means 
unlikely that the reader who thinks this statement 
improlMible, would find within his immediate circle 
specimens of ignorance quite as appalling, if he would 
but give himself the trouble to search ti^em out. 

Ford*i Deeapolis^ 
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EFFORTS IN SCOTLAND. 

Prxvbntion. — ^The attention of the Managers of 
the House of Industry having been drawn to the 
distressing and perilous circurostances in which 
young women frequently find themselves, in a great 
city such as this, when they happen to be out of 
place, and at a distance from their natural relations, 
the Committee have resolved, (d. v.) to open, at 
the Whitsunday term, a SERVANTS' HOME on a 
small scale, in the above-mentioned Institution. 

The number of young women received will be 
restricted to twelve for the first year. None will be 
admitted without a strict investigation of charactef . 
They will be required to brine a written security, 
signed by a respectable househmder, that their board 
which will be very moderate, shall be regularly paid 
in advance every week. The terms of admission, and 
particulars of the rules to be observed, will be learned 
by applying to the Matron of the House of Industry, 
19, St. John Street. The Matron will keep a 
Register of all who are received ; and opportunities 
will be afforded for ascertaining the qualifications of 
each individual. It is hoped that as soon as the 
public come to be a little acquainted with the Institu- 
tion, ladies who are desirous of engaging respectable 
and well recommended Servants will come to seek 
them at the Home. There will be regular worship 
in the Institution every morning and evening, and 
every facility will be afforded for enjoying the privi- 
leges of public worship, and spending the sacred 
hours of the Sabbath in a profitable manner. The 
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comber of inmates being restricted, will make the 
Ipstitation more to resemble a well-regulated family 
than a public establishment, and no endeavour will 
be wanting to render it a comfortable, though a 
temporary home. 



AN AFFECTING APPEAL, 

IN BBHALF OF A FENITBNTIART. 

*' Could your hearts be unmoved, if you saw, what 
the directors of this charity so frequently see ; if 
you saw an aged parent introduce a young and hap- 
less daughter; if you heard her with the voice of 
maternal anguish, thus tenderly implore your aid : 
*' ' For the sake of our adorable and compassionate 
Redeemer, take my wretched, degraded child, into 
your kind protection ; save her, oh save her from 
utter destruction; and, in so doing, save also the 
life of a miserable mother ! She was once my sole 
comfort, once my most pleasing hope ! I trusted 
that she would have been the staff and support of 
my old age, and have held me up amidst all the 
sorrows and afflictions of widowhood ! But, alas ! 
a cruel spoiler came; deceived her, artless as she 
was ; deluded and withdrew her from my roof and 
protection ! In vain, with parental anxiety, I sought 
her ; conscious of her crime she still flew from me ; 
and abandoned by her perfidious deceiver, whose 
heart was harder than the nether millstone : she be- 
came a prey to the arts of those who lie in wait to 
destroy the young and the friendless ! Defiled and 
diseased, lost to reputation and herself, I have at 
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length recovered my clifld ; — ^for still she is m^f diild, 
though thus unhappy ! And on my hended knees, 
I implore that yon would have pity on a mother's 
anguish; that you would commiserate a widow's 
distress ; that you would save my dear though 
polluted daughter, from that extreme of horror and 
perdition, which otherwise must unavoidably attend 
her! Compassionate her yonth; pardon the past; 
her tears witness her contrition ; let them plead for 
her ; let her mother's tears also plead for her ; save 
ns, oh save us both from the agonies of despon- 
dence! So will the blessing of those who are ready 
to perish come upon you ; so will you be fathers to 
the fifttherless ; and cause the dejected widow's heart, 
long unacquainted with comfort, to sing for joy !' 

" Could your generous hearts refuse to such a peti- 
tioner the relief she required ? I am convinced they 
could not. Now then, imagine, that many such are 
pleading with you for your liberal contributions to 
this Charity ; contributions sufficient to enable its 
governors never to have the hard and painful task of 
rejecting petitioners of this sort ; sufficient to enable 
them to enlarge their mercy, and to open wide their 
blessed doors, like those of heaven, at the call of 
every pitiable and repenting object. 

"And, only think, if the benevolent heart feels such 
a gust of joy in relieving the present ang^sh of such 
mdancholy sufferers ; what must it feel, when it be- 
holds^the good effects, the full fruits of its compas- 
sion ; when it sees the topstone brought for^ with 
gladness ; sees the work perfected, in the complete 
felicity of those to whom was ministered its first and 
kindly succour?" 

J>r.Dodd'i Sermon 176^ 
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ESTIMATES OF WOMAN. 

It is almost impossible to overrate the importance of 
woman in the social relations of life. The offices she 
sustains are so numerous, that her duties are of daily 
and hourly occurrence. The relations she bears in- 
termingle and intertwine with all the stages, charac- 
ters, vicissitudes, hopes, and fears of human life. 
She is the companion of our leisure hours, which 
depend on her quidities of mind and temper, for being 
either a pleasing relaxation from the labours and cares 
oi the day ; or, an intolerable burden far less welcome 
than even the most toilsome of those labours, or the 
most anxious of those cares. She is the sharer of 
our diffiqulties, which she can soften and lighten by 
her syoipathy, or increase tenfold in their pressure 
and bitterness, by her acerbity or her selfishness. — 
When she is the true friend of man, it is to her 
friendship above every other that the observation of 
one of the most profound and sagacious of men ap- 
plies, '* it redoubleth joys, andcutteth grief in halves." 
She is the preparer of the comforts of man, which 
blossom in the sunshine of her good temper, like the 
flowers of spring, or are blasted by her sourness and 
perverseness, as these blossoms and flowers are cut 
and blighted by the north-east wind, and the night 
frost. She is the manager of our house, which de- 
pends on her for being neat and well arranged, a 
source of comfort and prosperity ; or, disorderly and 
wasteful, a cause of daily discomfort, and ultimate 
Vol. IV. L 
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disaster and ruin. She is the educator of our chil- 
dren, who derive from her those moral impressions, 
which are the longest in their continuance, and the 
strongest in their influence on character ; and upon 
her it mainly depends whether they shall be our com- 
fort or our curse. She is the associate of our age, 
upon whom we must rely, when the companions 
of our youth and manhood are dead or departed; 
when the occupations of life cease to afford us plea- 
sure ; when " the grasshopper becomes a burthen ;" 
and when those allowances for the infirmities of age 
are required from the persons around us, which can 
be expected only where the strength of long-tried 
affection is united with the strength of an unswerving 
moral principle, and self-denying moral habits, in 
those who have known our better days.. This is part 
of the " Mission of Woman." This is a sketch of 
what is generally little considered, although it can 
hardly be considered too much. Who can look upon 
it, and then think too lightly of the importance of 
woman, in all these her varied social relations ! 

This, at which we have just glanced, and only 
glanced, is a moral estimate of her importance. But 
there are other relations which she necessarily bears 
to man. In an age which is distinguished by com- 
mercial enterprize, and in which its successful ope- 
rations are converting our merchants into princes, 
and are at the same time inspiring the whole of the 
inferior gradations of society with a desire, in some 
respects laudable, to rise above the station in which 
they are bom, it has become a frequent and almost 
necessary part of the calculation, in estimating the 
value of woman, to consider what part she may be 
able to perform in enabling her partner to attain to 
this higher eminence, or at least in enabling him to 
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maintain his accustomed rank and standing in society. 
Therefore it is accounted important that he should 
calculate if his intended partner will make an addition 
to his private fortune, increase his previous income, 
or bring him the aid of those connexions, by which 
his success in life, or his standing in society, may be 
insured. In distinction from the former view that 
we have taken, this might be called, the commercial 
estimate of the value of woman. 

It is impossible to deny that in the present state of 
society, prudence, and even kindness, require that an 
estimate so purely commercial and arithmetical, should 
not pass from the view without sober reflection. But 
then, let it take its place in its proper position. Let 
it be ranked as much below the moral estimate, as 
we should place the gold of Plutus below the wisdom 
of Minerva ; or as we should publicly and openly 
profess to take account of the value of pounds, shil- 
lings, and pence, when compared with the value of 
intellect, religion, and virtue. Are these things so 
placed ? Is this the position and degree assigned to 
them in the minds of the present generation ? Are 
they not rather inverted, so that the last and least 
thing, in intrinsic and lasting importance, takes the 
upper, if not the supreme place ? Is it not so, that 
that which is of first-rate value in reality, becomes 
the least rated in actual usage ? Now let us look at 
what are the probable and actual results of this utter 
and reckless perversion. It is that heartlessness on 
the part of man, engenders a like heartlessness on 
the part of woman. It is, that his pride, and vanity, 
and selfishness, will be punished by the bitter ftnits 
of the same vicious principles naturally arising upon 
the part of his partner, and this is, in the dispensa-^ 
tions of providence, a just retribution. He has cho* 
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sen according to the practice of the flower fanciers of 
our day, who prefer the flower that deviates the 
farthest from the perfect and normal state, not for 
any intrinsic value which belongs to it, but because 
of an artificial value attached to it by caprice. So 
he has chosen that which was not most valuable, but 
that which might most exalt him in the sight of the 
world. If then, his flower blossoms among thistles, 
he must make his bed upon their thorns. 

There is another estimate, which is often taken, 
at least in words, of the character, qualifications, and 
status of women. This might be denominated the 
complimentary estimate. It was perhaps introduced 
by the usages of chivalry, an institution which 
abounded in the most superlative hypocrisy, and it 
was still more favoured in our country by the 
obsequious deference which was demanded, if not 
deserved, by one of our queens of the Tudor family. 
In this style of address, much is spoken, and little is 
meant. It is either hollow and insincere, or vain 
and foolish. Praise is often bestowed alike without 
consideration and without meaning. Woman is 
addressed as a goddess,, and at the same time des- 
pised for listening to, and believing such addresses. 
Thus the law of truth is violated, and falsehood 
installed in her place under the specious names of 
gallantry or politeness. The greatest measure of 
fills laudation naturally falls to the lot of those who, 
in their conversation and habits of life, resemble 
the gaudy, gadding, and useless butterfly; while 
contempt and derision are poured upon those home 
adorning qualities belonging to another section of 
the sex who more resemble the industrious and time- 
improving bee. Such is the complimentary style 
and usage. If what we have denominated the com-^ 
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mercial estimate of women be denounced as sordid 
and selfbsh, this deserves still more to be reprobated 
as immoral and ii^urioas. 

We are the* more disposed to dwell upon the evils 
of this style, because there are so few minds even 
amongst those who are best trained and most com- 
pletely accomplished, who are armed at all points 
against flattery ; and of all the modes of attack 
adopted by designing men against unsuspecting 
women, this is the most frequent and grateful, and 
therefore the most successful and ruinous. 

It is worthy of remark, that those who are the 
most extravagant in this complimentary atyle, and 
therefore the most agreeable in their addresses 
to the weak and the vain, are the persons whose 
m(nrals are of an inferior order, whose opinions upon 
any important subjects would be reckoned of little 
value, whose word woidd be least trusted in the 
ordinary dealings of life by those who knew them 
best ; whose honour has long since evaporated, or is 
proved to exist only by the smoke of the murderous 
duelling pistol. These are the men, the rakes, the 
swindlers, the scum of society, whoarethemost accom- 
plished and worthy professors of the style of gal- 
lantry and compliment. When wHl women learn to 
scorn these vipers as their most insidious enemies, 
and to cast away and tread under foot, theif flatteries, 
as though they were the apples of Sodom ? 

But it may be objected, that tiiis sketch is extreme 
in its points of view, as well as io its colourings, and 
tiiat therefore it is not likely to be appHcable to any 
of those to whom it is addressed. To this objection, 
the proper reply is, that any and every departure 
from truth should be primarily regarded as a wrong 
in kind, and then secondarily it may be judgied of 

l2 
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according as it is wrong in degree. It is by a neg- 
lect of truth as a matter of principle rather than of 
numerical proportion, that so much of insincerity b 
inconsiderately and injuriously tolerated in society. 
It is thus that in some circles what have been called 
" white lies " have been both permitted and enjoined 
to the demoralization of our domestic servants, as 
well as of their superiors in station. The man who 
goes one step from the fortress of truth, is as much 
a deserter as he who goes a hundred. There is 
much wisdom in the french proverb, " Ce n'est que 
le premier pas qui coute." It is the first step which 
settles the afiioir of principle, which involves its moral 
defeat. " He that is unjust in little, is unjust in 
much." He that is false in little, will also be false 
in much. He that steals a penny, will one day steal 
a pound. So it is with the love of flattery, which is 
only another name for falsehood. If it be indulged, 
there is no point so extreme which it may not reach. 
The woman who listens to the plausible person who 
deviates in the least from truth, is in danger of 
listening to one who has sacrificed that which is the 
essentisd constituent of all moral worth, and of all 
religious feeling. Are there not many to be found, - 
unhappy wives and mothers, who would, in the days 
of their youth, have looked with hazael-Uke horror 
upon the lot of their future life in which they have 
taken as their guides on earth, those who have 
relinquished the guidance, and despised the blessing 
of heaven. 

There is yet another mistaken view which is 
sometimes taken of woman, by which she is injured. 
This might be termed the poetical estimate. This is 
not necessarily insincere. It is often associated with 
fervid feeling, and is well suited to the florid 
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imagination and warm blood of the season of youth. 
This i» perhaps- a temporary disease of the mental 
vision. It magnifies aU those excellencies which are 
real, and adds to them many others which are 
purely imaginary. It shuts the eye to a thousand 
faults, or regards them as spots upon the sun. Thus 
a picture of life is presented to the mind, which 
embodies a landscape of enjoyment of boundless ex- 
tent, abounding in mountains covered with verdure 
and foliage, whose tops reach to heaven ; where the 
notes of joyous singing birds fill the day, and tlie 
song of the nightingale varies the silence of night. 
Alas! for the bitterness of that disappointment 
which awaits those who indulge in these idle vagaries 
of the fancy. Is it not as a dream when one 
awaketh? 

A chase of idle hopes and fears 

Begun in folly> closed in tears. 

These idle dreamers awake in sorrow, because they 
have never reflected upon the true purpose of human 
life, which attains its highest ends, not in becoming 
a 'state of undisturbed enjoyment, but in being a 
labour of unremitting usefulness. 

T M . 



OPERATIONS OF THE LONDON FEMALE MISSION. 
SERVANTS* HOME. 

BIBLE GIVEN AWAY. 

August 6th. — A Servant or two called in a friendly 
way, having been once lodgers at the Home. 

A bible also given away, as a reward for good 
conduct and continuance in place. 
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GEATXTUDB BXPBIMBD. 

A lodger, who went away tMs week, spoke in great 
praise of the advantages of the Home, contrasting 
its comfort with that of the lodgings slie had beea 
in before. 

FBIENDLT CALLS. 

Angust 2l8t.-^Five servants called. Doing well 
in t\mr situations. 

PROBATIONABY HOUSE. 

VISIT TO A FOBKBR INKATB. 

S. M. was an inmate of tJie Shoreditch Poor-house 
from early childhood, having lost her mother when 
she was very young. While an inmate of the work- 
house she bore a sad character, being a blasphemer 
to a dreadful deg^e, and an annoyance to those who 
in some particukrs too much resembled herself. On 
leaving the workhouse she entered upon a depraved 
course of life, but did not continue long therein : — 
she soon found, as many have found before her, that 
" the way of transgressors is hard," and being 
desirous of esci^ing from her sin and misery, she 
was introduced by a friend to the asylum of the 
London Female Mission. 

While here her behaviour was for some time so 
disorderly that she was threatened with dismission ; 
but a favorable change taking place in her conduct 
she was allowed to remain. About this time also 
she exhibited signs of declining health, and her mind 
under her illness beginning to soften, she became 
increasingly attentive to instruction. 

Her complaint having been pronounced hopeless 
by the Physician, she was. removed frcHn the asylum 
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and again became an inmate of the Shoreditch 
workhouse. On leaving the asylum she expressed 
great thankfulness for the advantages she had 
enjoyed therein. 

Through a friend v^ho visited the Poor-house the 
Society had frequent opportunities of hearing from 
S. M., and she having expressed an earnest wish that 
her matrons would visit her, the request was complied 
with. " I shall not, '* writes the matron who visited 
her, " easily forget the expression of joy which 
diffused itself over her pallid countenance, when I 
entered her ward." 

** Well, I remarked, you see I have performed my 
promise at last/' Oh ! she replied, " I cannot tdl 
you how glad I am to see yon, you know I have 
been a great sinner, but I have found a great and 
mighty Saviour ! and although I feel my sins more 
burdensome every day, yet I believe my Saviour 
has pardoned them. It was in your house of 
mercy that I was first impressed with my state as 
a sinner. I never heard such earnest prayers as 
are offered up there, nor ever heard the Bible read 
as it is there,*' I replied, the difference did not 
consist so much in the prayers or reading, but in 
the application of it by the Holy Spirit to her heart. 

Again she remarked, " you used to tell ua of the 
roaring lion, and I have found him so ; frequently 
does he come and try to push bad thoughts into 
my mind, but I am enabled to overcome him now, 
by prayer." She then showed me her withered 
arm and said, " I am wasting away daily — do you 
think I shall be here long ?" I asked her if she 
was afraid to die. ** No — I don't wish to be im- 
patient, but I shall be glad when my summons 
comes." After much interesting conversation, she 
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fixed her eyes on me very earnestly and remarked, 
"I can't express my joy at again seeing you, but 
do you know for what I wished so much to see 
you? It was to hear you pray for me once more." 
I told her I should wish to grant her request, but was 
fearful it was an inconvenient season, being the 
dmner hour. She then raised her feeble voice to 
ask the nurse if I might be permitted to read, and 
pray— which bemg granted, I prayed with her, and 
thus closed my visit to the dying girl. 

It may be satisfactory to add that I spoke to the 
matron of the workhouse, who is a pipus woman, 

and she expressed her beKef that S M 's 

short sojourn with us had been productive of much 
benefit. The lion (said she) has indeed been trans- 
formed into a lamb !" 

This young woman has since departed this life, 
and it is hoped that her emancipated spirit has gone 
to jom that number who, having washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb, are 
now before the tiirone. 

EXTRACTS FROM AGENTS' JOURNALS. 

▲ SBBVAKT BBNBFITBD. 

July 18th. — Had the gratification of meeting a 
goodly number of young persons in each districtr 
and receiving visits from several who are now in 
situations. I was informed by the mother of one of 
the elder girls at Pentonville, that the pleasure with 
which her daughter anticipates attending at the meet- 
ing so overcomes her that she is frequently observed 
to shed tears. I hope she is under the influence of 
divine grace. She possesses a sweetness of disposi- 
tion seldom to be met with in her sphere of life. 
The lady in whose ftmily she lives as a servant 
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values her, and expresses herself folly satisfied with 
her general conduct. 

PRATER ENTREATBD. 

July 24th. — Met a large number of girls in a 
kitchen in Fain-street on Monday. After the usual 
instruction, I was about to close with prayer, when 
one of the elder girls entreated me to pray for her. 
On inquiring the reason of the request, I found that 
it was probably the last time we should meet, as she 
was going into a situation some distance off. There 
were two things, she said, which she particularly 
wished me to pray for; viz. that the instruction 
which she had received might never be forgotten, 
and that she might ever cherish a peculiar regard for 
her bible. She is an intelligent, well disposed girl, 
and will, I hope, prove a treasure to her employers. 

A VISIT TO THB HOSPITAL. 

July 81st. — Was requested to visit a young woman 
this week in the Accident-ward of Middlesex hospi- 
tal, for whom I obtained a situation in a pious family 
nearly two years ago. While there she proved her- 
self a trustworthy, excellent servant. It does not at 
present appear that she is a renewed person ; but in 
a recent conversation she assured me the instruction 
received at the class at Wells-street had never been 
folrgotten. I supplied her and several of her fellow- 
sufferers with tracts, and trust her affliction will be 
graciously sanctified. 

A DYING MESSAGE. 

August 14th.— This day I unexpectedly received 
the dying message of one of my charge at Saflron 
Hill. She was a poor but interesting child residing 
in Red Lion Alley. The first time I noticed her was 
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about twelve months ago. She was in a deplorable 
state of ignorance, having no knowledge even of the 
f^phabet. She had never entered a Sabbath or Day- 
school in her life. She was pleased at the idea of 
being taught to read, and the progress she made 
greatly astonished me ; for in a short time she was 
able to read the scriptures, and commit hymns to 
memory. On one occasion, when the class was sing- 
ing the hymn beginning with, •* Jesus Christ, my 
Lord and Saviour," 1 observed that her countenance 
was unusually animated, and at the close, put some 
questions to her, to which she gave me such replies 
as showed at once her gratitude for the instruction 
she had received, and the benefit she had derived 
ft'om it. She was never absent from the class once 
the whole of last winter. Many a bitter day has she 
come without shoes. At length, however, she took 
a violent cold, which brought on an inflammation 
of which she died. Two days previous to her dis- 
solution, she expressed a wish to see me, but her 
wretched mother declared she would admit no Me- 
thodist into her room. She allowed the child, how- 
ever, to have a little friend who attended the class to 
visit her. On one of these occasions the dying girl 
said, ** Give my dying love to my dear teacher ; tell 
her 1 am going to heaven. I have prayed to God, 
for Christ's sake, to forgive me my sins, and take me 
to himself. I am very happy." The girl endea- 
voured to divert her attention, by saying she would 
soon get better, but she entreated her the more ear- 
nestly to be a good girl, and prepare to follow her. 
After a few hours more of acute suffering, she sunk 
beneath the accmnulated miseries, to which she had 
been subjected by a drunken and dissolute mother. 
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THE MISSIONARY AT HOME; OR HOUSEHOLD 

PIETY. 

*'l know him, that he will command his children and hia 
hoitsehold after him, and they shall keep the way of the 
Lord, to do justice and judgment." — Qbn. x?iii. 19. 

It is not, we believe, more difficult to realize the 
idea of eternity, than to acquire a true notion of the 
value of one soul. Did we really feel its worth to 
be greater than that of the universe, we should not 
only more carefully guard the interests of our own 
immortal spirits, but more anxiously desire the sal- 
vation of others. We should think no exertion too 
great, that we are able to make, to extend the king- 
dom of God, and, instead of lamenting that our own 
poor efforts, or the uncertain and feeble attempts of 
others, are crowned with but small numerical success, 
we should feel that it is weU worth the labor of a 
whole life, to bring a single individual to Christ. 

Those who are in the ministry, feel most strongly 
the difficulty and importance of this work. They 
are willing to be spent, so that sinners be saved, look- 
ing for, and relying upon that blessed Spirit, without 
whom, their exertions cannot be effectual. 

But are ministers alone called to this labor ? Are 
others exempted from it ? Is it not, rather, the duty 
of all Christians to promote the salvation of souls ? 

Vol. IV. M 
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Such as are Christiaiis in heart, as well as m pro- 
fession, must feel tMs responsihilky ; and the grace 
of God having conformed their ynSla to His, they 
will earnestly desire to be made instnunents in the 
extension of his kingdom. A true child of God, 
will not be content with giving annually his twenty 
shillings towards converting a hundred millions of 
heathens, or with contributing a few pounds from 
his abundance, to the building of churches. He 
will ask, "Lord, what vnlt thou have me to do?'* 
Cannot I put my hand to the work in a more active 
and personal manner? And then he brings his 
thoughts and feelings down from circle to circle, 
from foreign heathen to British heathen, from his 
country to his parish, from his parish to his home, 
and his heart bums with warmer zeal as his thoughts 
centre there, where the unpardoned are known to 
him by name, by figure, by their character, and by 
their services. He sees himself in a delegated 
authority, placed by his heavenly Master in a mas- 
ter's office ; himself the Prophet, Priest, and King 
of his family, responsible for its temporal, and 
not less for its spiritual concerns. Servants are 
placed under him. Oh, then ! let him plead with 
God for them. Let his work of love begin with 
them, we entreat him to regard their wants. They 
are creatures of God's care, for whose eternal wel- 
fare, too little has hitherto been done. What class 
of persons are more essential to our comfort than 
servants ? They come and go at our bidding, but 
no return has been adequately given, such as the 
disciples of Christ should give. No missionary 
spirit has as yet been awakened to their case — we 
are at present satisfied if they are respectable, with- 
out caring if they are saved. 
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As this evidently is a fact, we would make an 
appeal on behalf of servants, and solicit the atten- 
tion of masters of families, to their spiritual con- 
dition. We would call upon all who profess Christ 
in sincerity, to *' disciple " the servants placed 
within their influence, and by a powerful and per- 
severing effort, bring crowds of such as now only 
look to the hand of their master or mistress, to lift 
up their eyes to Him who dwelleth in the heavens, 
and to wait on the Lord their God. 

We would preface what we desire to say as 
to the means of improving the moral condition of 
servants, by a few observations on its importance. 

And this surely is easy, for would you be served 
honestly and cheerfully? Who can he so well de- 
pended upon for these things as the Christian? 
Will that servant be proof against temptation, whose 
whole object in life is to get gain, and who is not 
withheld by principle from taking advantage of 
the numerous opportunities afforded ? Will those 
always speak truth, the door of whose lips is not 
kept by the spirit of God? Will those be usually 
cheerful in the discharge of duties, amidst the pro- 
vocations of a dependant life, who are not looking 
for a better state hereafter ? 

And how essential is real and experimental religion 
amongst servants, in families where there are chil- 
dren. If you desire their good, you must be careful 
whom you place with them and around them, for the 
influence of servants is great. Above all, you should 
remember that the holiness of walk, which as a 
Christian you should maintain, requires a separation 
from evil. You must not sanction irreligion in any 
way, especially by admitting it into your house when 
it can be avoided. David's determination should be 
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yours, to walk with in your boose with a perfect 
heart, cleansing as far as possible that sanctuary, 
that the Lord alone may reign therein, resolving not 
to know a wicked person, not allowing one who 
works deceit to dwell within your house, nor he that 
telleth Hes to tarry in your sight. 

Consider well — 1st. Your personal conduct. 2nd* 
Your manner of instruction. 

1 . Personal conduct is necessarily of infinite im- 
portance, as example is always influential, and that 
which you require of others, must be first done 
by yourself. You must shew that religion influences 
you in every minute particular of conduct, and that 
the word of God is your authority for every action. 

If God is in all your thoughts, and his honor your 
chief object, you will not be violent in your anger 
when an accident occurs, neither will you overlook 
a violation of the Sabbath, because it does not in- 
convenience yourself. You will not lose your 
temper whDe insisting that theirs must be kept. 
You will not exact truth from them, and violate it 
in your own conduct, nor reprove their pride, and 
exhibit it in your own dress, furniture, and con- 
versation. Let them see that if you are reproving 
for carelessness, it is because attention is a duty; 
that if you correct pride, it is because it is hateful 
to God. 

2. With respect to religious instruction, which it 
is the duty of every master to give his servants, we 
shall confine ourselves to that which is usually given 
at the time of family-prayer. And this is a duty 
more generally recognized than well performed. 
The duty consists not in the mechanical part, but its 
effectiveness, so far as we are able to make it efiec- 
tive, and we should spare no pains to gain that point. 
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Yet a dull routine is too often the substitute for real 
means of improvement. A few hints therefore may 
be oflfered, as there is no other way so general, or so 
well calculated for spreading the kingdom of God. 
(To be continued.) 



A DISTRESSING CASE. 

Emma E , a respectable-looking young woman. 

was charged with sleeping in the open air. 

A police constable proved finding her sleeping on 
the previous night in a cart in Cock yard, West- 
minster, and finding her destitute he took her to the 
station. 

Defendant, who wept bitterly during her recital, 
stated that she was bom at Dorking in Surrey, and 
her father and mother having died several years 
since she had not a friend in the world. She had 
for five years lived as housemaid in the service of the 
Earl of Guilford, and remained there until the demise 
of the Countess. She then obtained a service as 
cook at 21, Bond-street, on leaving which she took a 
situation in Russell-place, Fitzroy- square, but finding 
it was, contrary to her expectations, a lodging-house, 
she immediately gave notice, and left at the end of the 
month. This was about seven weeks since, and she 
took a lodging at No. 35, Hertford-street, Fitzroy- 
square, but the little money she had being expended, 
she contiifued to support herself by pawning her 
clothes, with a part of the produce of which she 
continued to pay her rent. A few days since she 
was in arrear with her landlord to the amount of 
three or four shillings^ which not being able to pay, 
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she was turned out, and continued to wander about 
up to the time she was found by the constable. 

Mr. Gregorie asked defendant several questions, 
which she answered with the greatest simplicity and 
seeming truth. 

Inspector Taylor, of the B division, stated that the 
poor woman's story was precisely the same as that 
which she had told at the station-house on the previous 
night, and he for himself had no doubt of its truth. 

Mr. Gregorie directed a constable to accompany 
the female to the places she had spoken of, and 
ascertain if her statement was correct ; and ordered 
him money from the poor-box to redeem her bozes^ 
if he found her story to be true. 

In a short time the constable returned, bringing 
with him the poor woman's boxes, and informed the 
magistrate that the whole of her statement, as far as 
he could inquire, was correct. 

Mr. Gregorie then ordered the poor girl half-a- 
crown from the poor-box for present subsistence, and 
directed her to call again at this office in a day or 
two, when he hoped something better might be done 
for her. 



A WORD TO THE YOUNG. 

Dear children, you cannot begin to serve God too 
early, there are younger soldiers in Christ's army 
than in any worldly army, and by the favour of God 
you were allowed to be enlisted into His army when 
you were so young as to be unconscious of what was 
being done for you. You were baptized into the 
Church of Christ in infancy, in token that hereafter 
you should not be ashamed tp confess the faith of 
Christ crucified, but would fight manfully under 
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Christ's banner against sin, the world, and the devil, 
and continue Christ's faithful soldiers and servants 
to your lives' end ; there are many comparisons in 
Scripture wherewith Christians are compared, and 
there is none more illustrative of the Christian cha- 
racter than that of a soldier. The soldier feels that 
war is the noblest of all pursuits, and in time of 
peace ungodly soldiers even wish for war. The 
soldier considers his profession as the highest end 
of man, and naturally wishes his child to pursue it, 
and for this he educates him ; how and when does 
he begin? The soldier, who loves his profession; 
makes the very play-things in his children's nursery 
to consist of drums, and brass cannons, and little 
tin guns, and tin swords, and almost as soon as he 
can walk well the child is made to learn something 
of its future business ; many, if not all of you have 
heard of the great conqueror and Emperor, Napoleon 
Bonaparte ; his Httle son was. walking at his post as 
a sentinel, and in the ranks as a common soldier, at 
seven years of age ; and you ought to be as decidedly 
and as distinctly acting as Christian soldiers long 
before seven years of age. In history we read of 
another very great General, he was a bad man, but 
he was wise in his generation ; he made his son to 
swear on the altars of his gods, at the age of twelve, 
that he would be the everlasting enemy of Rome, 
the country against which his father had been so 
long contending ; these great men were wise men in 
their way, they were in earnest about their work, 
they understood what they were doing, and they 
wished their children to do what they deUghted in, 
and they began to teach them early. God would 
wish all of you to be more bitterly opposed to sin, 
and to hate it more perfectly, and to regard it more 
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as your enemy than these worldly men hated and' 
opposed their enemies, and if you would have, or if 
your parents for you, would have any well-grounded 
hope of your doing so successfully, you must begin 
cany. 

OPERATIONS OF THE LONDON FEMALE MISSION. 
Extract from Agents Journal. 

AN AFFECTING CASE. 

Whilb visiting in the neighbourhood of Saffron 
Hill with tracts, I entered a dwelling which I soon 
discovered to be a house of ill-fame. Meeting with 
a kind reception in every room on the lower part 
of the house, I was induced to venture to the upper 
story. Having tapped at the attic-door, a female 
in a feeble tone of voice bid me "come in." I did 
80, and on entering beheld, stiietched on a few rags, 
(which was all the room contained,) a good-looking 
young woman, about five-and-twenty years of age, 
apparently in a state of high fever. 

She was greatly agitated when I entered the 
room, but on making known the purport of my 
visit she expressed herself pleased. I commenced 
the interview by remarking, "Disease, my friend, 
appears to be making rapid progress ; you are 
hastening to eternity; whaft are your prospects?" 
With despair pictured in her countenance, she ex- 
claimed, " I have no hope ; the Almighty will 
never forgive such a wretch as me, nor dare I ask 
him." I directed her attention to the compaasion 
of the Saviour, in the case of the "woman taken 
in adultery;" I also repeated several of God's 
precious promises to the penitent^ and read the 
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parable of the prodigal son. Her destitute and 
forlorn condition led me to question her about her 
parents, but the very mention of parents produced 
such a degree of bodily and mentcd sufferings that 
I was fead^ that the excitement would be fatal to 
her. The woman of the house now entered the 
room and brought a little tea, which seemed to 
revive her. The poor girl then told me that she 
had a pious mother living in the country, that she 
herself, until she reached the age of 16, had been 
used to a country life, but being attracted by the 
glittering description she had heard given of London 
and its wealth, she left home at that age, and with- 
out the knowledge of her friends made her way to 
London, in the hope of obtaining such a situation 
as would enable her to gratify a love of dress, 
which appeared to have been her besetting sin. 
On arriving in London, she said, she met a woman 
in Holbom, of whom she asked to be directed to a 
Servant's Office ; after some conversation, in which 
the girl made known her friendless and homeless 
situation, the woman offered to take her to her own 
dwelling for the night ; to which proposal the un- 
suspecting girl readily consented, and it was by this 
woman that she was introduced to a house of 
infiunous character in West Street. Smithfield. 
From that time till a few weeks prior to our meeting 
she had lived by the wages of iniquity. Finding 
that the afflicted girl was in great distress, I, before 
I closed my visit, supplied hei pressing wants, and 
having persuaded her to go to an Infirmary, and 
procured a letter for her admission, she was on 
the succeeding day removed to Bartholomew's Hos- 
pital. 

Before, however, she left her wretched and vile 
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abode she entreated that I would visit her in the 
Hospital, and believing her to be in the last stage 
of a consumption, and that her time was short, I 
felt it to be my duty to comply with her request 
without delay. Our interview at the Hospital was 
very affecting ; she was too far gone to speak, but 
she raised her wasted hands in the attitude of 
prayer. I asked the young woman in the next bed 
to her's if her companion had been able to read 
the tract I left her. (The Dying Penitent.) She 
replied that she had, and that the " poor creature 
.has been crying for mercy ever since she came 
here." On my expressing to the dying female a 
hope that she had " obtained mercy," she grasped my 
hand and gave me a look which will never be for- 
gotten. The next day I repeated my visit to the 
Hospital, but was informed that the object of my 
anxiety had died during the night. 

PROBATIONARY HOUSE. 

THB SBBVABT RBWARDBD. 

During the past month one young woman, for- 
merly an inmate of this House, has received the 
usual reward for good conduct in service. The fol- 
lowing letters, the one sent to the Ladies' Com- 
mittee by her mistress, and the other addressed 
to the Secretary of the Mission by a friend of her 
employers, will shew the estimate in which the 
girl was held by them. 

August 3Ut, 1841. 
LAniBS, 

I have much pleasure in recommending S— 

B , the bearer, to your kind notice; she has 

been with me one year, and has conducted herself 
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with tiprightness and sincerity. I trust that the 
advice given by your Committee, will prove a 
lasting* as well as a present, blessing to her. 

Your humble servant, 

R S . 

Mt Dbar Sir, 

S B« , having lived in the situation in 

which she was placed by the Ladies' Committee 
more than 12 months, her master and mistress are 
desirous that she should receive the reward (usually 
given under such circumstances) for her conduct 
during the time she has been with them, and of 
which they speak in unqualified terms. 

I saw Mrs. S , her mistress, yesterday, and 

she purposes giving B a hohday, on Tuesday 

next, to come to tibe Probationary House, when I 
thought, if it suits your convenience, you will pre- 
sent her with her reward on that day. 

The girl has suffered much from ill-health ever 
since she has been in her situation, and Mrs. 

S is desirous that she should try whether a 

change would benefit her; she is therefore going 
(under proper care) to Gravesend for three weeks, 
her mistress will kindly pay her wages during the 
time, and give her something in addition towards 
defra3ring her expenses. I mention this to shew 
in what estimation she holds the girl. Such in- 
stances are pleasing to us all who are labourers 
in the cause, and more than compensate for aU our 
discouragements. 

I am. My Dear Sir, 

Yours, &c., S. P. 

The number of women in the Probationary House 
is forty-five* Their united earnings for the past 
month was fifty pounds. 
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MEMORAKBA OF THE MONTH. 

From 18th August to 18th Sbptbxbbr. 

Probationabt Housb : — 

Number of apjdicants 47 

Number recdved 13 

Sent to District Asylums 5 

Sent to Service 3 

Number in the Hotise 45 

Sbrv ant's Homb: — 

Applicants for Registry 41 

Approved 38 

Families suited 23 

Lodgers in the Home 6 

Indigbnt Rbpuob : — 

Number of applicants 17 

Number received 11 

Clothed and placed out at Service . . 11 

In the Refuge 6 

Agbnts : — 

Classes met 117 

Number present 1531 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE FEMALES' ADVOCATE. 



THE WOMEN AT THE CROSS. 
"woman, behold thy son." 

The women who stood by the cross at the time of 
the crucifixion, and especially the mother of our 
Lord, is worthy of attentive notice. The weaker 
and timorous sex remained, when the disciples for- 
sook him and fled. Had they withdrawn, we might 
easily have accounted for their departure, by reason 
of their deep-toned sympathy, or their peculiar ex- 
posure in such a situation. Surrounded by an in- 
furiated mob, they might have left the cross, nor 
would Christianity have pronounced the slightest 
censure upon them had they done so. But their 
continuance, in the midst of the deepest anxiety, 
the most affecting cruelties, and undeserved re- 
proaches, is the most noble monument of their 
faithfulness and love that could possibly be erected. 
Women weeping by the cross ! O ! when did 
woman look more interesting, than when her tears 
of sorrow, mingled with her Saviour's blood, at the 
foot of the cross ! Beauty is vain, and favor is 
deceitful, but the woman that feareth the Lord, 
she shall be praised. 

And here perhaps we may be permitted to re- 
mind our sisters in Christ of the peculiar influence 
which they possess, and which, in various ways, 
might be most successfully exerted, or brought to 

Vol. IV. N 
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bear, upon the prosperity of our churches. We are 
pleased in being able to affirm that at the present 
period, the energies of believing women, put forth 
in the cause of God, far exceed those of former 
generations, and that the talent of female influence 
too long either unemployed, or only half employed, 
in our religious institutions is now more exten- 
sively appreciated. Nevertheless there is consider- 
able room for improvement, there is more territory 
to cultivate, and there are many circles of usefulness 
and spiritual industry with which our dear sisters 
might be connected, without any sacrifice of that 
personal retirement and delicacy which it is their 
glory to maintain. 

It should be remembered in our days, there is a 
danger of refinement leaving its beautiful simplicity, 
and wearing the attire of pride ; and that the church 
may imitate the world, too much, in a false courtesy 
and diffidence, till the very duties of religion are 
deemed impolite to fulfil. The holiness of Chris- 
tianity will never relinquish us from those dis- 
tinctions which it is necessary to preserve; while 
on the other hand, the zeal of Christianity will 
never release half of its subjects from the employ- 
ment of their talents on account of their sex. Sex 
cannot be a scriptural apology for the concealment 
of their ability, or for the neglect of that manifest 
outlay for Christ which is demanded both of male 
and female. 

Salvation is for woman as well as for man. The 
name of Elizabeth is in the book of life as well as 
Zacharias. They are mutually interested in the 
blessings of redemption, and should therefore be 
mutually engaged in the exhibition of its influence. 
But as, in domestic life, they have distinctive avoca- 
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tions and concerns, with the same end in view ; so, 
in the church of Christ, they have also their peculiar 
provinces or spheres of activity, but the ultimatum 
sought, by both, is the salvation of souls through 
the attendance of the Divine blessing upon the 
means they pursue. 

Perhaps an improper emphasis or an injurious 
latitude of signification has been attached to the 
words of St. Paul, ** Let your women be silent in 
your churches." " For it is a shame for women to 
speak in the church." Surely nothing could be 
further from his intention than that women should 
be cyphers, or neutral in every good work and 
enterprise, but simply that they were not to usurp 
authority, to altercate a public dispute. Indeed 
elsewhere he appears to have sanctioned them in 
public supplications, and gives directions, " every 
woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her head 
uncovered, dishonoreth her head." Also in writing 
to the church at Phillipi, he entreats the brethren 
*' to help those women which laboured with him in 
the gospel." Again he speaks of Phcebe as a ser- 
vant of the church at Cenchi^a, and remarks, " She 
hath been a succourer of many, and of myself also." 
Also of Priscilla and Aquila as his helpers in Christ 
Jesus, and in the same chapter he says, " Greet 
Mary, who bestowed much labor on us." 

It must consequently be concluded, after every 
scriptural consideration which is due to feminine 
sympathies, and after every proper distinction which 
a difference of sex demands, that there is much, very 
much, to claim the efforts and deserve the leisure 
time of our sisters in Christ, and that no march of 
refinement or fashion of this world can excuse them 
from treading in the steps of those primitive women. 
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who, though they adorned themselves with the 
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the 
sight of God of great ]irice, did not confine them- 
selves to the privacy of a drawing-room, or plead 
the delicacy of their sex, as reasons why they shoold 
not be fervent in spirit, or helpers of their brethren. 
For ourselves we are satisfied that the refinement 
of these days and the false etiquette that rolls through 
our circles of acquaintance like a snow-ball, chilling 
all it touches, would have pronounced these women, 
who wept by the cross, strangers to feminine diffidence 
and rather degradations than ornaments to their sex. 
Therefore it is obvious, if we wish to derive informa- 
tion, how far a woman may embark in the cause of 
God, or to what extent she may devote her talents 
and her sympathies in the service of Christ, without 
an outrage upon female propriety, we must decide 
from the ansdogy of the word of God, from an 
attentive comparison of Scripture with Scripture, 
and by no means appeal to a world lyiog in wicked- 
ness, whose outward refinement is, much of it, the 
dictate of inward pride, and whose views of delicacy 
are entirely mistaken through the poUution of their 
own hearts. How influential have been the prayers 
of women 1 How effective their gentle remonstrances 
when harsher accents have failed ! How melting 
their tears I How often have they made the bitter 
sweet, and the sweet sweeter still ! How frequently 
has our heavenly Father prospered them in their labor 
of love, which though too insignificant for them to 
rely upon, has not been too insignificant for him to 
acknowledge. Their soft hand has wiped away many 
a tear of vexation and sorrow, their secret prayer 
has been the hidden spring of many a church's pros- 
perity, and their mild and amiable example has 
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melted down the fierceness and impetuosity of those 
who have surrounded them. And if in the most 
tr3ring scenes and under the most trying circum- 
stances, their sex has found a sufficiency of strength 
from its divine helper, to persevere unto the end, 
how should the recollection of this fact stimulate 
them to increased activity! Surely, with superior 
advantages arising out of the cessation of hitter per- 
secution, and the improved degree of general civility 
and courtesy, so far from falling short of the exam* 
pies set forth for their imitation in the gospel, they 
should be summoned by the sense of their additional 
responsibilities into a more expanded field of dili- 
gence and exertion. O that our dear sisters may be 
encouraged by the past, not to be weary in well- 
doing! May they remember their reward is in 
heaven, and that nothing can harm them if they 
follow that which is good. It has often pleased us 
to see men and women, labouring together in the 
golden fields of Autumn, to gather in the plenteous 
harvest ; but how much more delightful to behold 
brethren and sisters, both working, while it is called 
" to-day," with a view to collect an abundant harvest 
of immortal souls unto Christ, from the extensive 
field of the world! If we should only be instru- 
mental in winning one soul, or if we should spend 
our whole term of life on earth, in spiritual labor, 
and only be useful in one instance, it will be far more 
honorable than to have possessed the finest inventive 
genius, or to have won an earthly diadem. For 
rank, wealth, beauty, and all terestrial distinctions 
are eclipsed, when the humblest believer only brings 
his cold cup of water, in the name of Jesus, to 
minister to the welfare of another. M. D. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



150 
THE MISSIONARY AT HOME; 

OR, HOUSEHOLD FIBTT. 

{Continued frontpage 137.) 

In reading scriptare with your family, it is desint' 
ble, that subjects and not chapters, be selected. We 
are very little aware of the limited knowledge of ser- 
vants ; for as they have had instruction for the most 
part given by scraps, their ideas are confused, and as 
a whole, the Bible is scarcely comprehended. It is 
best therefore, to teach the connection of one part 
with another, by following up a subject. 

As for instance — To begin with the history of the 
fall of man as contained in a short portion of the 
3d chapter of Genesis. Do not read it however, alone, 
but combine with it the fulfilment of promised mercy, 
and let the subjects of the misery and the remedy be 
connected. Turn to the gospel, and let the concise 
account of our Saviour's death, come in contrast to 
the eternal death threatened and averted. Other 
scriptures which bear strongly upon the same point, 
may follow, and the subject be dwelt upon several 
days, till it has taken full possession of the mind. 

The next subject may be the awful spread of evil 
arising from man's fall, beginning with Cain, &c., and 
selecting a few of the most striking instances in the 
sacred records. The state of the heathen nations 
should also be read from missionary histories ; and 
thus the necessity for a change of heart be made 
'apparent. Then pass to Jehovah's opinion of sin, as 
expressed in the Prophets, and also all that bears 
upon that point in the New Testament. 

You and your hearers will thus arrive at a clearer 
perception of the hatefulness of sin, and be led to 
place before them in the strongest light, the nature of 
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holiness. You can then hring the topic to bear 
powerfully on the consciences of your hearers, by 
reading those passages which contain the require- 
ments of God» and the examples of obedience and 
purity ; bringing the perfect pattern of Christ before 
them, till they see their own deformity. The history 
of Abraham, the father of the futhful, will thus be 
naturally introduced, and the leading actions that 
proved his faith, will be read, with the comments 
made upon them in the New Testament. But as 
even the best of men sin daily, it will be seen that 
repentance is necessary daily — both these facts will 
appear when you read of Abraham's sins, and those- 
of other saints, and of their repentance, ^'ou will 
then turn to the remarks on those characters in the 
New Testament, with all the promises held forth to 
the contrite in heart. 

The bondage of the children of Israel in Egypt, 
their wandering in the wilderness, and establishment 
in Canaan, should be always mentioned together, 
that the ideas may be closely connected. We are sadly 
mistaken when we give an uneducated mind credit 
for carrying on with facility yesterday's idea to com- 
bine with to-day's. 

The Psalms afford a compendium of Jewish history, 
to be illustrated from other scriptures. The chief 
portions in which there is spiritual application, being 
reserved until there is a clear understanding of the 
facts, as, unless these are clearly understood, the 
lessons of instruction to be drawn from them can* 
not be perceived or felt. I would therefore recom- 
mend that in explaining the facts themselves a brief 
allusion should be made, in passing, to the lessons 
which they teach, and I would return to these more 
fully afterwards. 
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By having a confused impression of facts, in con* 
sequence of a single reading being insufficient to 
impress them, the power of the apphcation is en- 
feebled, or lost. Not that the apphcation is ever to 
be omitted, but indicated at first, and enlarged upon 
afterwards. 

Suppose prayer should be the subject proposed. — " 
Take first the instances given of prayer to a present 
deity, as in the case of Jacob, who said, " I will 
not let thee go except thou bless me," and Abra- 
ham's intercession for Sodom ; then the prayers to 
Christ; afterwards one or two examples of prayer 
to the unseen God. When these have been read, 
the true nature of prayer will be understood ; and 
the mind, thus prepared, will better receive the pre- 
cepts that follow from the words of Christ and his 
apostles. Conclude with the example of Christ. 
The next day you can enlarge on the subject, read- 
ing the most striking examples of prayer, also the 
models of prayer from the Psalms, the promises 
attached, and instances of the fulfilment of such 
promises. The awfiil sin of the sacrifice of fools 
as marked in the prophets, may be dwelt upon, also 
the sin of not praying : — a close personal applica- 
tion will follow as a matter of course. 

We need not proceed to point out further ex- 
amples, it is enough if the principle we seek to en- 
force be understood, and it is probable that being 
acted upon, it will impart a more general knowledge 
of the Bible and its doctrines, than the usual method 
of instruction affords ; for if chapters and details are 
merely read, much time will be required, and very 
little impression will be made. 

We had always better underrate the powers of 
mind, than go beyond them. We are apt to forget 
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that the things which from study, are very clear and 
instructive to ourselves, are very obscure to our ser- 
vants ; and if such subjects be brought before them 
by piecemeal, it will not be with any eflfect. 

In this mode of reading with a family, the master 
will find that very few words of his own will be re- 
quired, and that scripture will explain itself in the 
most forcible manner, if he merely name his subject, 
and the part from which he reads. Observations 
thrown in here and there, will, if pointedly and judi- 
ciously done, be always with good effect ; but it is 
best to let them be few and short. The previous 
arrangement should however be carefully made ; and 
here is the difficulty to be overcome : masters will 
say " I have not time for all this, I am not equal to 
it, this would be a great deal of trouble and exertion 
of mind, it is easier to read a commentary made for 
me.*' 

Oh beware ! have you the missionary spirit of a 
true christian ? and will you grudge your time and 
trouble in doing the Lord's work ? Will you be 
so impatient to go forth, and do inferior offices for 
him, and yet neglect the honor of winning souls ? Is 
your public bustle in the cause, so alluring, that you 
cannot attend properly to private duties ? Rather give 
up other things, to prepare yourself for the work of 
instruction; and if you are dull, pray for more 
wisdom, and a better judgment. 

If all Christian masters would thus make a perse- 
vering attempt to instruct their servants, what might 
we not expect ? The favor of God would evidently 
rest on such famihes, and servants would desire to 
be admitted to them, because other things are added 
to those, who seek first the kingdom of God, and 
his glory. 
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Bat some will say, '* We should make hypocrites," 
And what are those who attend service on Sundays 
and forget God all the week ? But is the minister 
to forbear instruction, lest he make hypocritical 
worshippers ? 

" My people perish for lack of knowledge," saith 
God. and perish they must without it ; provide it, 
therefore, for your servants as the means, and wait 
the blessing. 

A great help to family instruction is the occa- 
sional visits of a minister. Every master anxious for the 
spiritual improvement of his family, should desire 
such visits ; and every minister would do well, as a 
careful shepherd interested in the advancement of 
his flock, to lead occasionally the private devotions of 
the families under his charge. His prayers would 
bring down new blessings on the house of his friends, 
and mutual love and respect would be increased be- 
tween him and his people. 

Thus would we call upon the professing Christians 
of our land, to take a solemn view of their duty, as 
respects the conversion of souls, and that particular 
sphere of action, in which they are placed at home. 
Twice did the Lord desire Peter to feed his sheep ; 
how many times has he called upon you to do the 
same thing, by bringing souls under your roof, who 
were without hope of salvation, because without 
spiritual food ? 

But what are we to say to those masters, who 
have not even established the form of family- worship 
and instruction ? And how shall we call upon them 
to improve the moral condition of other men 
who neglect their own ; and feel so little the neces- 
sity and previlege of prayer, as to think it imma- 
terial whether they pray or not ? Do they argue that 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



A. PASSING THOUGHT. 155 

they have no right to interfere with the spiritual 
concerns of their servants ? This betrays ignorance 
of their duty as professing Christians ; and more, 
it proves an indifference in their own hearts to spirit- 
ual things, and that they are as yet the subjects of 
the Prince of this world, and not the children of God. 
If they really belonged to Christ, they would desire 
that all connected with them, should be of his king- 
dom, and if they do not belong to Christ, they are 
the slaves of Satan, (for there is no other alternative,) 
and consequently, not having been made free them- 
selves, desire not the freedom of others. 

Let such, however, take warning ; it is not them- 
selves alone that will be lost, but other souls will 
be lost also, through their, carelessness. No one 
ever perished alone. Example, influence, encour- 
agement to evil, spread hke rays from the focus of 
every evil heart. Offences indeed must come, but 
it is written, " Woe unto him through whom they 
come.'' J. E. W. 



A PASSING THOUGHT. 

If a glorified spirit in the enjoyment of heavenly bliss 
were asked. Would you return to the world below ? 
Would you, in consideration of any of its enjoyments 
and pleasures, go through your course of life again ? 
the answer surely would be, No. But, if asked. 
Would you exchange present and perfect happiness 
for a life of trouble, sorrow, difficulty of every kind, 
of hunger, thirst, weariness, cruel mockings, betrayal 
of friends, and finally, a painful and ignominious 
death — What think you, reader, would be the answer 
then ? May this thought lead us to consider and 
meditate upon what Christ left to bring his people 
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to glory. He who was the appointed heir of all 
things, who was worshipped by all the angels of 
God. who was in the bosom of the Father, left the 
bright mansions of perfect happiness to come into 
this fallen world, knowing what he had to endare, 
yet, sayiug, '* Lo I come to do thy wiU, O my God." 
Who can understand or feel the greatness of the 
saerrBce Christ undertook for oar sakes. If we 
could realise the pain of death and weight of sin 
he bore on the cross, we should cry with solemn 
feeling, ** O the depth of the riches of the mercy of 
God, how past finding out." 



MEMORANDA OF THE MONTH. 

Probationary House : — 

Number of applicants 20 

Number received 1 

Sent to District Asylums 9 

Sent to Service 1 

Number in the House 37 

Servants* Home : — 

Applicants for Registry 29 

Approved 27 

Families suited 22 

Lodgers in the Home 4 

Indigent Refuge : — 

Number of applicants 14 

Number received 7 

Clothed and placed out at Service . . 5 

In the Refuge 6 

Agents : — 

Classes met 96 

Number present 1285 
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EVIL EXAMPLE. 

A TRUB TALK. 

That tlie influence of bad example is incalcalably 
perniciouB, has long been a proverb. " Evil commu- 
nications corrupt good manners/' was the saying of 
Menander, a heathen poet, but adopted by an apos- 
tle, under the guidance of divine inspiration. In 
those cases where the most serious and awful scenes 
or results of human existence are spoken of, without 
advertence to religion, regarding only physical causes 
and effects, there is great peril. The mind is placed 
in an evil element, when it is found in circumstances 
from which religion is expelled. In society positively 
vicious there is, of course, an augmentation of evil. 
As familiarity tends to weaken all impressions, so the 
primary effect of such associations is to inure the 
mind to the contemplation of depraved objects, with- 
out horror and disgust. Offensive as they may be 
when first beheld, they may be rendered indifferent, 
or even objects of complacency, because they have 
such an alliance with the corrupt propensities within. 
So true is the oft-quoted verse — 

Vkac is a creature of iiicb hideous mien, 
That to be hated needs but to be seen ; 
But seen too oft, familiar with hei^ face. 
We first endure, then pity, then eCnbrace. 



Of this we have been reminded by the following 
Secting narrative, by the author of " Miriam," &c. 

iras the child of 
o 
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'' A young woman, named Amy, was the child of 
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poor but honest parents* who had trained her well» 
and given her the best advantages which their situa- 
tion admitted, in the sequestered village where her 
father was employed as a farm-labourer. His subse- 
quent death dispersed his littie family. Amy was 
much beloved in the circle of her only home, as an 
artless and obliging girl, and was soon well recom- 
mended to the service of a lady, who, finding London 
servants so bad, resolved to try some from the country. 
Her mother, giving her child the best advice in her 
power, especially entreating her never to forget her 
religious duties, nor the Sabbath-day, parted from 
her with an aching heart. That mother was soon 
after called from earthly cares, and the orphaned Amy 
was left with no other dowry than her own principles 
and industry. She entered her new home with the 
buoyant hopes of sixteen. All around her was splen- 
dour and luxury. Her mistress had herself engaged 
her during an accidental visit in the neighbourhood 
whence Amy was removed ; and there was so much 
of sweetness and condescending kindness in the lady's 
manner, that the mother of Amy felt comforted in 
believing that her child would be under the authority 
and guidance of so gentle a spirit. But, alas ! that 
spirit held little or no influence over the dependants 
of her own power. All authority was assigned to 
the house-keeper, and other upper servants of the 
establishment; while their mbtress remained igno- 
rant, not only of the tyranny exercised over the su- 
bordinate members of her household, but of the yet 
more important evil of vice and immorality practised 
withont restraint by many of them. The poor girl 
soon found that all was not gold that glittered : that 
in entering service she had entered a world of wick* 
edness, surrounded by examples such as she had been 
taught to shun. The account of her first Sabbath 
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here was peculiarly touching ; and it was related to 
me by her own lip8> on her dying bed. Accustomed 
at home to regard it as a day set apart, she, as was 
wont» dressed herself in all her best, to be in readi- 
ness for church ; having with great alacrity got 
through all that she considered her due proportion of 
work. Meeting the house-keeper she was imme- 
diately asked, why in the name of wonder she was 
dressed out at that time of day ? And having sim- 
ply answered, that it was time to go to church, the 
houseskeeper exclaimed, ' Bless the girl ! why your 
betters cannot get to church, much less you who are 
wanted high and low ! Dont't you know, child, we 
have more to do here on Sundays than on any other 
day of the week ? So, like a good girl, go take off those 
nice clothes agaii)* and do all you can to help us, both 
up- stairs and down.' This was not spoken unkindly 
— far from it ; blit Amy thought of her mother and 
her home, and she wept bitterly. Some weeks elaps- 
ed, and she made no effort to do what seemed con- 
trary to the general rule of her mastw's house, but 
rather became more reconciled to its ungodliness. 

" From that hour may be dated the ruin of a girl 
well brought up, and naturally of a most docile tem- 
per. During the three years of her servitude she 
rarely went to church. She never read her Bible, 
8he saw vice countenanced, and religion set at nought, 
not only among her fellows, but tdso in the higher 
ranks of her master's household. 

*' It would neither be profitable nor pleasing to de- 
scribe the scenes of deceit, dishonesty, and disorder, 
to which this unfortunate Amy was continually ex- 
posed among her fellow- servants. At length she was 
herself discovered by the honse^'-keeper in the very 
act of a serious theft, and turned out pf doors with 
only an hour's warning, friendless and dishonoured. 
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without a home* without character, without resource'* 
" In that hour of dreadful destitution, she was en- 
ticed into paths of y«t deeper guilt and wretchedness ! 
These circumstances, at length, acting upon a sensi- 
tive, and, humanly speaking, not naturally depraved 
mind, she subsequently beceone deranged ; and when 
I first saw her, it was in a state of innoffensive idiot- 
cy, confined within the sick ward of her own parish 
workhouse. Her age was then not more than twen- 
ty ; her countenance was then very sweet, although 
wan and paJe. I gave her a shilling to buy some 
tea, which I understood was what she most enjoyed ; 
but she threw it baek to me again with a languid 
smile, aad said, ' Ladies shouMn't give poor girb 
money to Kve in fine houses ; it was bad—- a// bud I 
They should let them go to ehureh, and mak« them 
good.* 

** Her mental malady yielded as bodify disease in- 
creased. She spoke, however, but little ; but seemed 
very patient and grateful to aH who showed her kind- 
ness. I was told that sueh was generally her state, 
except during the occasional paroxysms of aggravated 
fever, when 5ie frequently became delirous ; and then 
it was a piteous thing to hear her call for the mistress 
who had taken her away from her own dear mother, 
to where all was death around her, both of body and 
soul. A dissenting minister (I think a Wesleyan) 
was kind in administering to her temporal wants, and 
to her spiritual consolation. At length poor Amy 
died — ^we humbly trust a sincere penitent, manifest- 
ing her simple dependence on Him who had not for- 
saken that child of many prayers ; although others 
had drawn her from his own blessed fold, and taught 
her to forsake his paths of peace, for those where 
peace could never be." 

How eog^t 16 the argument that may be deduced 
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£rom this melancholy story, for the improvement of 
the circumstances of domestic servants ! Would Amy 
have been the victim of vice and crime, had her asso- 
ciates in service been well- principled ? And yet simi- 
lar perils abound^ and similar shipwrecks of moraHty 
and happiness are constantly taking place. On this 
subject, therefore, we mean to raise our voice again 
and again; The public mind must be roused to cor^ 
rect evils, often hypocritically deplored, and to seize 
and improve advantages which are the reward, not 
of cold or lukewarm wishes, but of honest, judi- 
cious, and persevering exertions. Shame on us, 
were we absorbed in the slaves of other lands, to 
the disregard of domestic servants at home. We 
want an enhghtened interest to be felt in them, es- 
pecially by masters and mistresses, who cannot be 
acquitted of a solemn responsibility ; and who may 
be the instruments of either the welfare or the ruin 
of these humble members of their households. 

J. C. 



INTERESTING FACTS, 

Bxtraetedfrom the first Beport of the Southwarh Auxiliary 

to the London Female Mimon. 

In presenting to their Subscribers and Friends the 
First Report of the Society's proceedings, the Com- 
mittee of the Southwark Auxiliary feel it their duty 
briefly to detail the circumstances which led to its, 
formation. 

An agent appointed by one of our metropolitan 
societies to labor among the poor in the neighbour- 
hood of Broad wall> Lambeth, having met with 
several Christian females who were desirous of 
promoting the moral and spiritual welfare of their 
own sex, he immediately secured their assistance to 
distribute tracts among the miserable and degraded 
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oatcasts of Southwark. Whilst visiting' the abodes 
of these unhappy women, one of the ladies met with 
a young woman who ejq>ressed great anxiety to 
leave her evil course of life, but was unacquainted 
with the means by which her desire could be ac- 
complished. Deeply S3rmpathiziDg in her case, the 
visitor took the necessary steps for her removal from 
the vile abode in which she was found, and placed 
her in the charge of a Christian female until admit- 
tance could be procured for her into a Penitent Asy- 
lum. Several weeks, however^ elapsed before this 
advantage could be obtained, but ultimately she was 
placed in a Penitentiary. Here she conducted herself 
with great propriety until being discharged from ill- 
health, admission was procured for her into Guy's 
Hospital. While in the hospital she was regularly 
visited by the ladies of the Committee, until the 
period of her death, which took place 12th Sept. 184K 
The visits of the ladies to the abodes of the outcasts 
of Southwark having made them acquainted with 
the fact, that a large number of abandoned women 
would gladly escape from their course of sin, if as- 
sisted to do so ; and this first effort of the ladies to 
provide for one such woman in a Penitentiary having 
discovered to them the difficulty and delay connected 
with such attempts, a number of friends were led 
to consider whether some more efficient means could 
not be devised by which the work of mercy could 
be extensively and promptly accomphshed. A cor- 
respondence W€w accordingly commenced with the 
London Female Mission, when, it appearing that a 
deficiency of funds rather than a want of room in the 
•Asylum of that Institution was the obstacle to that 
Society's more enlarged operations, and that its Com- 
fpittee would l)e ready to give prompt admission to 
young women on the payment of 6*. per week for 
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each case so lon^ as that case remained in the 
Probationary House; it was agreed that an Auxiliary 
to the London PemaJe Mission be formed, -and that 
the efforts of the ladies of Suuthwark be extended (in 
consonance with the de«gn of the Parent Society) 
to the preservation of the needy but virtuous female, 
as well as to the rescue and relief of the degraded and 
the vile. 

Having stated the origin of the Society, your Com-* 
mittee proceed to relate some of the cases which 
have come under the notice of the Auxiliary. 

The first case is that of M. M. A young woman 
who, having stayed the full time of twelve months 
in a Magdalen Asylum, was discharged therefrom, 
such being the rules of that Institution, When she 
quitted the Asylum she received the usual gratuity 
of money and apparel, but being without a recom- 
mendation or a character she waa unable to obtain 
a situation. The consequence was, that, at the period 
when she came under the notice of this Auxiliary, the 
money given her by her friends was all expended, the 
greater portion of her dothes was pawned, and she 
was placed in circumstances of great temptation. To 
prevent her having recourse to her former evil way 
of life for a maintenance, your Committee redeemed 
her clothes, and speedily obtained a situation for her, 
where she conducted herself with great integrity and 
propriety until the period of her marriage, which was 
solemnized September 29th, 1841. 

The second case is that of A. S«, who was dis- 
charged from the same asylum as the preceding 
young woman. For her also a situation was obtained, 
and she, your Committee are happy to report, is con- 
ducting herself in a very satisftustory nmnner. 

The third case of E. B. has been highly eneiwr- 
- aging to yom: Committee, This young, woman in 
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early life moved in a respectable sphere in society* 
her father being a surgeon in good practice. He 
died however while E. B. was yet in her childhood, 
and her mother contracted a second marriage with 
a gay young roan, who soon spent in riot and dissi- 
pation all the family property. The consequence 
was, that the mother be^same an inmate of a Lunatic 
Asylum, and the daughter was thrown upon the world 
without a guide or protector^ Willing to work for 
her bread, she sought a situation, and speedily ob- 
tained one, where she continued until she became 
acquainted with one who solicited her affections, but 
to betray her to sin, degradation, and misery. It 
was while pursuing the evil course of life, into which 
she had been so treacherously introduced, that a tract 
was put into her hand by a lady. The reading of this 
so deeply affected her that on the nejLt morning she 
applied at the office of this Auxiliary and entreated 
assistance to enable her to escape a way of life 
which had long been hateful to her. The Ladies' 
Committee having satisfied themselves that the ap« 
plicant was really desirous of reformaticm, agreed to 
receive her under their care. 

A very few weeks however elapsed before alarming 
symptoms of disease appeared, and she was in con* 
sequence removed from the Probationary House and 
placed in lodgings, under the charge of a member 
of a Christian church. Whilst here she was visited 
by several members of the Committee, and other 
Christian friends. These frequently read and prayed 
with her, for which offices of kindness she was at all 
times extremely grateful. She was also much pleased 
with Christian conversation, and in connection with 
these means of improvement her growth in grace 
was very rapid. Upon a kind friend who visited 
her inquiring how she had^pent thejiight, and whe^ 
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ther her nights did not appear long to her, she replied, 
" No ; they are too short. They are the happiest times 
I have." Though she did not sleep mach, yet she dozed 
off frequently for a few minutes at a time, and when 
left, as she supposed, by herself, she was often heard 
repeating portions of Scripture, or verses of hymns : 
she was also much in ejaculatory prayer. On one oc- 
casion when the person who waited upon her entered 
the room, she addressed her saying, *' Don't disturb 
me, pray do not disturb me, I am talking to Jesus." 
Her convictions of sin throughout her entire illness 
were very deep; but her hope of pardon through 
the merits of a crucified Saviour was simple and 
clear. The amazing love of God in the redemption 
of sinners was the theme on which she delighted to 
dwell, and the hope of being for ever with the Lord, 
who had purchased her with his blood, cheered and 
animated her last nooments. ** Come Jesus, come," 
and, after a short pause, " I come to thee," were the 
last words she was heard to utter. Her mortal re- 
mains were interred, at the expense of the Auxiliary, 
in the new Bunhill Fields burying ground, June 
15th, 1841. 

The fourth case is that of M. F., who was living 
with a young man in known violation of the seventh 
commandment. This case was broaght under the 
notice of the Committee by a communication received 
from a Christian woman, a sister of one of the guilty 
parties. The sister resided at Manchester, but having 
heard of her relation's conduet, and of her unhappy 
and miseraUe state of mind in connexion therewith, 
she was induced to seek the good offices of this Aux- 
iliary on her behalf. M. F. was accordingly visited 
by one of the members of your Committee, whose 
report of the case being satisfactory, a situation 
was procured for her. Here she staid several months. 
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but her reaidenoe being discovered by her former 
companion who expressed great affection for her, and 
a willingness to make her his lawful wife, the Com* 
mittee consented to the proposal, and they were mar* 
ried at St. John's Church, in the Waterloo Road. 

In addition to the foregoing £acts, your Committee 
have to report that one young woman who had been 
but a very short period on the streets, has been re- 
stored to a mother's care, who received her returning 
prodigal "jojrfuUy." 

At the present time there are six young women 
under the charge of this Auxiliary in the Probationary 
House. Three of these are the children of pious 
parents, and as they possess a knowledge of the 
things which make for their everlasting peace, your 
Committee earnestly hope and believe that the good 
seed sown in eariy life will yet bear fruit to the 
praise and glory of God. The conduct of the whole 
of these young women in thdr present Asylum how- 
ever, is highly satisfactory, and it may be pleasing 
to mention that several of them are in the habit <^ 
meeting for prayer on the Sabbath afternoon, with 
the knowledge and sanction of their matrons. 

The labors of the Auxiliary, however, have not 
been limited to the rescue of the fallen, as the follow- 
ing case will show. 

J. G., aged 16, an orphan, was found by one of 
the friends of the Auxiliary in drcumstanees of great 
distress, having neither shelter, food, nor money. 
She bad been urged to '* do evil " in order to obtain 
the necessaries of life, but had firmly and successfully 
resisted the temptation. For her, your Committee 
were able to procure a situation, in which she has 
now lived upwards of four months. Her employer 
speaks very highly of her, and the poor girl often 
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refers with tears of gratitade to her providential 
deliverance. 

In addition to the foregoing case of prevention, 
five young females who were in circamstances to 
need a friend to help them, have heen aided by the 
Society in the following ways. — ^Two who were at a 
distance from friends, able and willing to succour 
them, have been furnished with the means of return- 
ing to their parents, ft'om whom letters of thanks 
have been received by ;the Committee. One was 
placed in the Indigent Refuge of the London Female 
Mission, through which Institution she has since 
obtained a situation in which she gives satisfaction. 
Two others who were members of Christian 
Churches, were supported by this Auxiliary at the 
Servants' Home and Registry, 3, Millman Place, 
from which they subsequently obtained suitable 
situations. Letters breathing the liveliest expression 
of gratitude have been received from these young 
women, for the seasonable and efficient help ren* 
dered them when out of place. 



THE MAID SERVANT OUT OF PLACE. 

*' BoT the most urgent and painful of all distresses 
occasioned by want of employment, is that of young 
girls, maid-servants out of place. 

" The distresses and helplessness of this class of 
people exceed all that could be reckoned upon with- 
out actual experience. When young women are 
brought up from the country, and are far distant 
from their friends, who have little means of assisting 
them,—- or, what is also frequently the case, have no 
friends at all in the world, — if they happen to lose 
their situations from their own folly, or necessity, or 
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illness, or, what is quite as common, from the caprice 
of their mistresses, — they have no resource what- 
ever, unless they happen to get another place before 
the little remains of their wages is expended. Mis- 
tresses frequently exercise the most culpable thought- 
lessness and severity with regard to their maid-ser* 
vants. They turn them off from mere capnciousness, 
or for a trivial error, and for a slight cause will refuse 
to give them a character; though with the best of 
characters they may often be a long time out of 
place. Without a character, if they have not friends 
to support them, they are almost inevitably driven to 
become outcasts of society, the victims of crime and 
disease, and all the most aggravated degrees of 
poverty and misery to which human nature can be 
subjected. Nothing can equal the rapid descent 
made by such people from character, comfort, joy* 
ousness, and delicacy, to the hungry, haggard, care- 
worn look, the squalid filth, — to abandoned, helpless, 
hopeless, repklev piisery ! It is no uncommon thing 
to see these young creatures, when, at the moment 
of poverty first staring them in the face, they make 
their first application for help, still retaining bH their 
neatness and delicacy, propriety of manner, and sen- 
sibility. But all their other dresses are pawned, their 
wages are spent, their rent is in arrear, and they are 
threatened to be turned out of doors, and all their 
things to be seized. They have nothing, in fact, but 
the clothes they are wearing. They cannot evea 
take them off to wash them, so as to preserve clean- 
liness. The friends who assisted them with needle- 
work at first, have no more to furnish. Unless the 
helping hand is extended to them at this very mo- 
ment, in the next hour they must be ranked with 
the most degraded of the human race, and sustaia 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



MAID SERVANT OUT OP PLACE. 1^ 

all those lowest and most irretrievable depths of 
misery which have been alluded to. 

*' It would be well that mistresses should consider 
this a little more deeply ; that they should have a 
few cases brought before them to make them more 
fully aware of the responsibility which attaches to 
thera^ as the proper guardians of their servants, 
especially those whom they have themselves induced 
to leave their homes for service, and the dreadful 
precipice towards which they thrust them when they 
abandon them without protection. 

" There is no class of persons so little capable of 
helping themselves as servants. They are used to, 
and encouraged in every comfort and luxury, much 
beyond the sphere in which they were brought up ; 
and all this is provided for them without care or 
thought of any kind on their own part. They are 
provided for like the children of the family; and 
they are as little able almost to cope with the world, 
to sustain its rebuffs, and to contend with its diffi- 
culties, as those very children would be. They have 
never had occasion to use money except for dress or 
amusement. They know nothing about providing 
lodging, provisions, furniture, or other articles of 
household economy and necessity. Hence arises 
the ill-success which generally attends servants who 
quit service, and set up in the world for themselves. 
But these calamities fall infinitely more readily upon 
young, delicate, and inexperienced maid- servants ; 
and the consequences to them are infinitely more 
rapid and dreadful, as may be seen from some of the 
examples referred to." 

Extract from " The Rights of the Poor, and Christian 
Almsgiving Vindicated.'* By 8. R. fiusanquct, Esq., Lon* 
dun, Burns, 184), 12mu. » 

VOL. IV. P 
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SUMMARY OF THE OPBRATIONS OF THE 

LONDON FEMALE MISSION, 

Frmn its formation Nov. I4th, 1836, to the l^tk Nov. 1841. 

Read at a Meeting convened for special prayer and praise. 

Probationary Housb : — Opened January 1837. 

Number of applicants 1548 

Number received 624 

Sent to District Asylums 208 

Sent to Service ,, ., 108 

Restored to friends 22 

At present in the House 37 

Servants' Homb : — Opened January 1838. 

Applicants for Registration 2103 

Approved for ditto 1378 

Applicants for Lodging 860 

Received into the Home 425 

Families suited with Servants .... 731 

Inoiobnt Rbpuob :-^Commenced January 1838. 

Applicants for Refuge 395 

Received into the House 298 

Placed in Situations 212 

Restored to their friends ....;... 13 

AoBNTS : — (of recent appointment)* 

Classes held 2699 

Attendance 28994 

Visits paid 20805 

Tracts distributed 12737 

Hours spent in the work 13927 

The Society has established three District Asylums 
which are still in friendly union with it, and are in 
circumstances of much usefulness and prosperity. 
The Society through its Servants* Magazine also 
addresses monthly upwards of 4000 domestics^ on 
subjects relating to life and godliness. 
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G, Palmer, Printer, Robert Street, Bedford Row. 
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